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'  Ambition  is  at  distance 
A  goodly  prospect,  tempting  to  the  view ; 
The  height  deughts  us,  and  the  mountain-top 
Looks  beantifnl,  because  'tis  nigh  to  Heaven ; 
Bat  we  ne'er  think  how  Sandy's  the  foundation, 
What  storms  will  batter,  and  what  tempests  shake  ns !' 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


fiitzABETH  Helme,  the  writer  of  this  In-' 
teresting  work,  has  deservedly  obtained 
great  celebrity  in  the  most  pleasing  de- 
partment of  literature ;  and  her  ^  Farmer 
of  Inglewood  Forest*  ranks  amongst  the 
first  productions  of  the  age«  In  this  na- 
tural, morale  and  impressive  picture,  she 
has  embodied  truth  by  uniting  it  with  plea<* 
sure,  and  skilfully  contrived  to  improve 
the  understanding  while  she  gratifies  the 
fancy.  Her  language  is .  correct,  her  dic- 
tion pure,  and  her  readers  become  spec« 
tators  of  the  affecting  scenes  she  delineates. 
Youth  may  here  perceive  the  false  and 
delusive  glitter  of  vice  and  grandeur,  and 
the  solid  and  cheerful  enjoyment  of  virtue 
and  innocence.     The  contrast  is  striking, 
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and  affords  an  important  moral  lesson  that 
must  produce  the  most  beneficial  conse- 
quences. Under  these  impressions  the 
publisher  presents  this  handsome  and  cheap 
edition  to  the  public^  with  the  utmost  con- 
fidence of  success. 
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CHAP.  I. 

TJNDER  an  aged  oak,  that  grew  on  a  pleasant 
bat  lonely  part  of  Inglewood  Forest,  one 
fine  summer's  evening,  sat  the  venerable  Farmer 
Godwin,  reading  to  his  family,  with  a  dignity 
that  might  have  graced  a  more  distinguished  rank, 
but  it  was  a  subject  that  ever  raised  his  heart  to 
the  Most  High,  and  made  him  feel  that,  however 
humble  the  state  of  probation,  a  life  spent  in  in- 
nocence and  integrity,  would  one  day  entitle  him 
to  a  place  where  virtue  alone  claims  pre-eminence. 

On  his  knee  lay  the  Bible ;  on  his  right  hand 
sat  his  wife,  who,  though  grey  hairs  shaded  her 
temples,  the  beam  of  youthful  affection  was  not 
extmguished  in  her  eye  ;  on  his  left  sat  his  sons, 
William  and  Edwin,  and  at  her  mother's  feet  was 
placed  their  sister  Emma,  trimming  a  straw  hat 
vith  pink  ribbons  for  the  ensuing  fair. 

The  lecture  concluded,  they  adjourned  to  their 
humble  mansion,  which,  though  appertaining  to 
some  rich  and  highly  cultivated  land,  was  nothing 
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moretfaauia  sfpacious,  convenient  farm-house; 
yet,  to  those  to  whom  cleanliness  and  comfort 
constitute  luxury,  this  dwelling  possessed  every 
attribute.  The  frugal  meal  was  soon  prepared^ 
and  seasoned  with  innocent  mirth;  and  the  happy 
cheerfulness  of  hearts  unconscious  of  guile,  might 
have  outbalanced  in  pleasure  far  more  sua^ptuous 
entertainments,  for  labour  had  given  health,  and 
health  appetite ;  and  for  the  corroding  passions 
of  envy,  jealousy,  pride,  or  malice,  that  so  fre- 
quently embitter  the  feasts  of  the  great,  their 
hearts  were  too  humble  to  entertain  such  over^ 
bearpig  intruders. 

Th^  supper  removed^  and  the  ,  farmer's  pipev 
with  a  pitcher  of  ale,  being  placed  on  the,  ta^bJie^ 
*1  .wonder,'  said  Williatm,  with  a  half  filgh, 
*^  whether  Fanny  Bemai^d  is  yet  returned  home  ?' 

*  Suppose  we  step  down  the  lane  and  inquirte,' 
replied  Kdwin;  'it  is  aJSne  night,  md  £mma 
can  go  with  us ;  we  shall  be  back  before  my  fa^ 
ther  has  smoked  bis  pipe.' 

This  motion  was  immediately,  adopted,. -a&i  fiv^i 
taer  Bernard's  was, only  about  a  quarter  of.  a^  mile 
down  a  green  lane  that  was  separate^  tfom  tjie 
Forest  by  the  high  road  crossing,  its  ^pktrance* 

It  would  hardly  be  possible  to  p^at  thre^f  moi^ 
interesting  figures  than  the  brothers  and  j^istei 
triptmig  by  the  clear  ipoon-light  oyer  the  green^ 
William  had  just  attained  his  twenty-secftlid  year, 
his  face  and  person  forming  a  model  £rom  which  a 
statuary  might  have  envied  to  copy  an  Apollo,  yeft 
with  a  cast  of  reflection  over  his  asduxiated  Jfeaturep^ 
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whiclr  to  a  >oimnon  observer  made  them  less 
gtrikiog  than  those  of  his  brother  Edwin,  Tvho  was 
a  year  y6»iigery  and  whose  person,  though  less 
d^g&sAy  Conned,  was  yet  more  fascinating  from 
the  cdirtiiBtaal  sprigfatliness  that  enlivened  his  fea* 
tai^s^  £mma^  innocent  to  the  dove,  playM  as  the  ^ 
temb,  «id  fair  as  1){ilto^*s  Eve,  holding'  of  ^ach  a, 
hand,  and chattiogahuhdred  little  mintrtias  to 
ftiemittlve^  .only  interesting.    On  reaching  Ber- 
nard's fkhn,  tliey  entered  'without  deremon^r,  the 
hftiQg'bf  &e  latch  alone  announcing  visitors, 
*  Welcome,  myladsi'  said  the  old  man;  *  What, 
and  my  little  girl  too  J'are  you  there?    Hark  ye, 
^gn^s,  (addressing  hit  daughter)  replenish  the 
pitdier^'iind' look^hat  hast  got  iii  the  cuj^bbard^' 
^HVe  hwrei  sopped,"*" replied  Wilham,;  looking 
anxiously  round  the  ro6m,    *  Fanny,  I  see  is  not 
yetrcftramed.' 

*  Hch-^Agaes  and  1  ha^e  been  wishing  for  her : 
ake  iriH  be  back  in  a  day  or' two  I  suppose :  bui, 
pies  ori't^  I  wondered  whit  brought  you  here  to- 
T^U  «M>wtfae  murd^r'6  out.  However,  sorrow's 
dry;  here's  to  jrou,  my  boys'i  and  may  Faiiny  and 
Agnes'  make  as  good  wives  as  their  mother. 
Whjr,  Agues;  Isay,^there^  nt>  ale  in  the  pitchei*; 
p^'ytKee  draw  s<Kme,  and  court:  afterwards.  I  think 
£d#in'aliid  you  cafa't  have  much  to  whisper,  for 
3PiMtliad  a  plaguy  long  gossip  to-day  when  you 
canried  Ihe  meat  ix)  the*  i^eapers.' 

^]>fd,  father!  ybu  are  so  odd,'  answered  Ag- 
»W,  Uushing :  *  indeed  the  basket  Was  viry  heavy^ 
i^'Edifriik  camedk  tor  me,  fbr  T was  quite  tired;* 
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'  Yes,  yes,'  replied  the  old  man,  *  I  suppose  so, 
for  when  I  came  up  you  were  sitting  on  the  stile 
to  rest.    Never  blush,  girl;  many  a  time  thy  mo- 
ther has  detained  me,  Heaven  rest  her,   aiul  thou 
art  but  a  chip  of  the  old  block/    A^nes  %  broke 
off  the  discourse  by  hastening  to  draw  the  ale; 
during  her  absenjce,-r-*  Indeed,'  fiaid  JEkuma,  *as 
Faniiy  and  Agnes  are  to  be  my  sisters,   I  think 
the  sooner  the  better.     Why,    Fanny!s  .  almost 
^nineteen,  and  Agnes  is  two  months  older  tfai^ 
me,  and  1  was  seventeen  at  Midsummer.' 

*  1  care  not  how  soon,'  replied  Bernard ;  *  but 
where  shall  we  find  a  husband  for  thee,*  Cmma? 
Why,  William/  shaking  him  heartily  by  the 
hand,  ^  what  art  dull  for,  man?  1  dai^  beswoni 
Fanny  i^  as  anxious  to  see  thee  as  thou  be'st  to 
see  her;  so  drink  about.'         ..  .         i 

The  old  clock,  which  stood  in  thacomer  et  tM 
kitchen,  arid  on  whose  tall  case  was  depicted  the 
loves  of  Henry  the  Second,  tc^ether  with  the  deadb 
of  Fair  Rosamond,  at  that  moment  striking  t^ 
the  visitors  rose  to  depart,  Agnes  accompanyiiig  ! 
them  to  the  gate. — *  Good  night,'  said  Wiliiatti^ 
shaking  hands  with  her. — ^'  Grood  night,'  repeated 
Emma,  saluting  her;  ^ and  Heaven  bless  .tbeey' 
concluded  Edwin,  kissing  her  ruby  lips:  'I  shatt 
'  see  you  before  break&st,  as  1  go  a  field.'  Suck 
was  the  behaviour  of  these  uncprrupted  childf^ 
of  innocence,  who  acted  as  their  pure  minds  die-- 
tated,  being  strangers  to  the !  refinanent  v^ith 
whichart  and  good  breeding  conceal  the  emotions 
'  of  the  heart.     They  had  just  reached  the  end  o( 
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die  lane,  iviien  sev^:ul  yoices  struck  them  from  the 
hi^  K»d ;  fear  they  were  strangers  to ;  it  could 
oaAyi  tiiey  thought,  be  peo^Uie  returning  from  the 
marketf  town  toavills^  about  three  miles  farther ; 
01*  k' might  be,  as  iWiU^m's  heart' prompted, 
Fstmy  *imd€r  the  care  of  a  party  of  friends.  With 
aach  ideas  they  adv^nccfd;  but  instead  of  country 
Aen  nding  cheerfully  homewards,  they  found 
two  domestics  and  a  post-boy  endeavouring  to 
nose  'a  chabe  that  had  been  .overturned,  and 
whose  owiiie»,  a  gentleman  and  lady,  sat  by  the 
foad  side,  tie  first  in  great  pain  from  a  broken 
amr  he  Had  received  in  the  fall,  and  the  latter 
Iwavily  lainentiiig  the  accident. 

^ThEHk  Heaven  It  is  not  Fanny!'  said  William, 
iHth  aiisigJi.  •:  "vr     ;  -  .   "    l^     • 

^Butit  is.pd^ple  in  distress,'  replied  Edwin, 
^foidteitmg^ivpace ;  ^vWiat  can  wfe  do  for  them?' 

*^  AiAbt'tbemito  the  utaiostof  our  abilities,^  re- 
tBrMd^^WtlHani^ 'ii)r  a*'toper"yet'  more  animate^ 
timi  hil(ri^ber'»,f0Cslfae  samls^itune  hastening  for- 
^wifli)oefhc»niteJhk  purpo^^ 

On  ^bdir  reacbsadgi  the  chaise  they  found  one  of 
the  whe^  broken,  so  thai  to  proceed  was  im- 
poMible^  -tterefare  While  William  and  Emma 
were'aidfoig;  the*; strangers,  Edwiti  ran  home  to 
iitform  his  father  of  the  accident,  and  to  entreat 
hii&/  ,tis  thbre  was  no  house  of  entaitainment 
whUn  f^ur  nlitei^,  loofferthe  stranger  with  the 
t)Miken^d.rBi  tbeir  spare  bed  till  he  could'be  moved 
farther  ^wirtit«(fisty.  ^ 

>TheTirtoe9'that  warined  the  heart  of  Farmer 
Godwin  would  have  dignified   the  bosom  of  a 
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priace ;  from  his.  humble  roof  the  wanderer  ever 
departed  satisfied,  wishing  that  his  means  weite 
as  extensive  as  liie  charity  of  his  heart :  Ediviiii^s 
request  was  therefore  instantly  grafted,  the  good 
man  himself  accompanying  his  son  to  make  tiiB 
offer,  while  bis  dame,  as  he  firequenti/ealled  her,, 
with  the  assistance  of  her  maid  Margery,  pre- 
pared the  spare  bed,  in  ca^  the  strange^  shotdd 
accept  her  husband's  offer. 

On  Godwin's  reaching  the  spot  where  the  dfe- 
aster  happeneid,  he  immediately  went  up  totlie 
sufferer/ whose  ana  was  now  supported  by  the 
trembling  Emma,  Wifliam  and  J;he  test  being  stfll 
employe^  about  the  chaise,  at  the  enh^^aty^'df  the 
owner,  who  anxiondy  wished  to  proceed.  '  My 
good  sir,'  said  Godwin,  *  in  your  situation  llie 
distance  to  the  village  is  too  far;  therefore,  if  you 
will  accept  the  offer  of  An  apartment  In  aiaim- 
hoiise,  where  we  will  eindeavour  to  render  ydu 
all  the  servic^  in  our  power,  we  will  lead  you 
there  instantly,  while  one  of  my  sons  shall  ride  lo 
the  next  market  town  for  a  sin^e6n ;  the  lady  we 
can  also  accommodate ;  aiiTd  for  your  domestics, 
after  some  refreshment,  those  you  have  no  fier- 
vice  for,  can  proceed  to  get  your  carriage  repair- 
ed, which  in  the  meantime  will  be  perfectly  safe 
.here/      .  \    :  -  •     .- 

.The.  stranger  immediately  accepted  the  dr- 
mers  offer,  for  M^ch  the  kdy  also  exp!*ei^iiig 
her  thaiiks^they  proceeded  totimrdft  Godwin's 
dwelling.  The  lady,  who  had  not  yet  recovered 
her  fright,  leaned  on  Edwin's  arm,  and  the  gen- 
tleman assisted  by  Godwin  and  IM  son  WiHiam. 
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On  th^ii:  r^mobn^.  %k^  farm,  tl^eir  amval  was 
aimoi:iiiced  by  the  furious  barki&g.  oif  the  gteat 
d.99,»^09e  ixois^  wa8,  j|iQ:w^yer^.eooii  silenced  by 
th^  masic^  vQice.QC  ^Emjaai  and  the  more  com- 
mundin^  tone,  of  his  mooter..  . 
,  Tjiye.strangf^  being  ii^i^edi^tely  put  to  bed,  and 
Edwin,  disp^ched^.on  horseback  for  the  nearest 
ini^eoQ,  the  lady  began  to.recQver  her  fright,  Mrs, 
Godwin  havitg  pfr^yailed  On  her  to  take  a  glass  of 
carrant  n^fap.  And  qonducted  her  to  a  parlour, 
wtuch^^.thpugh  its. furniture  w^  as  siiiiple  as  the 
miq^ds  pit  ji|;s  owfiec$u  yet  ajso  like  them  possessed 
tiyitx^  tt^ty  th^t  .strongly <K)ntrasted  the  folly 
^f  *3Wlte  gl^wdwFj^  whiqh,  while  it  bewitches  the 
^e,  is()l^<^9i|^t,ip  that  g^en^ral  comfort  \vhich  un- 
a4 Wl^t^))i?>74^^  ^^^^  bestows.  Here  was  no 
^^^r?*^Sy|f  tbf  <;QStly  colours  of  the  Persian 
<9]^i^^^^^/t%  ?^liite  sCQured  floor  far  more 
I'^^^^^'^c*'^  .of  dirty  footsteps  ;  no  . 

ffl4w^rta;.be,i;pjuije(i.b^  touch,  the  chairs, 
tek^jl;es^;aad^eKen^a9^  frapoip,  fteing  of  walnut  tree, 
wiviick  iKWi^  with  tte  mirror  in  l?i^ghtness ;  no  pic- 
tmss^gr^ed  the.wsdls,  but  in  their  stead  numbeif 
l^ss^.o^onjfecous  hauQuets  in  white  earthen  jars, 
i^i^ced  ptt«tielyiee.?iround  the  apartraent ;  and,  tp 
conyietaihe  whole,  the>glittering  steel  stove,  with 
brass  knobs»  lulled  with  large  branches  of  the  haw- 
tkora.and  wld  briw.i»Jt»lQ^0m.  Wearied  with 
^s^veUing^  Mkd,  the  §ub§equentfright>  Mrs.  Del- 
«wy(fcir  my^  thelady  called) looked  round  with 
;a  cwyilacency.  and  satisfaction,  which  splendid 
itawiBg^roonis  had  not  always  been  able  to  in- 
Sj^.    \1%  i/s  faify  ldn4,'  thought  she,  *and  the 
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ided,s  of  my  fifteenth  yeariareidaAiai^d  m^hemr 
habitants  of  this  mansion.' 

Mrs.  Delmerwas  a  widour,  about  tb^  age^^ 

twenty-eight,,  and  po£fseasad  of  a.lak'ge  iadepen'- 

dency  by  the  death  of  a  husbaAd  fihe  l^ted.     She 

was  now  hastening  to  the  ca{utal  with  ber  brother, 

in  order  to  enjoy  those  pleasures  die  bad  be^tt  de« 

barred  during  the  last  ten  year$,  the  greaiber  p^ 

of  which  time  she  had  been  confined  ta  thecMm^ 

try  with  her  spouse,  whose  greiatest  pleasure  bad 

consisted  in  hunting  and  drinking.     On  her  fiyrst 

entrance  into  public  life  hei-  fine  peffson  bad  pi^* 

cured  her  the  afiluence  she  enjpyad»;  and  sbe  had 

now  no  doubt  it  would  secure  her  9»hiif(ba94i  ^l^ 

t^ulated  id  make  her  happy^  ai^d  repjP^jrJttrlfirtlie 

disgust  she  had  entertained  for  his  fMr«i4§ee0$aii. 

Wealth  had  been  her  firat  ii^Ci^ntivey  buivysfaehod 

found  its  inefficacy  of  giving  happiness^  aiid  tJh^^tet 

fore  determined  to  make  love' alone  the  m<^iv€4)l! 

a  second  union.   Her  brother,  Mr.  Whitmorcii^ w» 

about  twenty-siX;  and  had  been  scNne  ti^)^  ipan- 

ried,  but  experienced  little  happiness  in  thatfltat^t 

having,  like  his  sister,  consulted  conveniencemefe 

than  affection,  or  even  esteem,  in  the  disposal  of 

his  hand .    His  lady  was  young,  handsome,  lively# 

and  too  fashionably  educated  not  to  return  the 

coldness  with  whiclihe  treated  her;  and  as  all  the 

gay  world  admired  her,  thought  theaJGfectionof  a 

huslband  a  mite  in  the  great  scale,  and  aatfily  dis^ 

pensed  with^    Her  fortune  being  large,  her  settle-    \ 

ment  was  al^o  liberal,  and  sufficiently  enabled  her 

to  pursue  her  inclinations  without  control^  for    ' 

Mr,  Whitmore  was  too  well  bred  to  mtarfere  with 
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ber  pleasures  VMIe  she  was  polite  enough  to  be 
Mind  to  his.  Ever  engaged  in  different  pursuits, 
they  s^dom  met  abore  once  or  twice  a  week  at 
dinner/  and  then  tisuaily  surrounded  with  com- 
pany»  a  matritnonial  tite  a  tite  being  by  both 
declared  tii^moisit  wearisome  thing  in  the  universe* 
Mr.  Whititiolre  had  been  on  a  visit  to  his  sister, 
who  had  pass^  the  first  six  months  of  her  widow- 
hood at  her  country  seat  in  Cumberland,  and  was 
retaming  with  her  to  his  own  villa  near  London 
(where  he  had  left  his  lady)  when  the  accident 
happened.  Whitmore  was  only  son  to  a  banker, 
wi^  at  his  death  had  left  him  what  he  thought  a 
sufficiency  to  decline  business.  In  his  person  he 
was  handsome  and  graceful,  in  his  disposition 
gteerous  and  brave ;  but  born  to  affluence,  and 
aeeustomed  from  his  childhood  to  command  his 
wishes  without  control,  his  passions  knew  no 
cerb,  his  inclinations  no  law,  but  gratification. 
Highly  accomplished  and  insinuating  in  his 
address,  he  had  been  uncommonly  successful  in 
hte  amours,  addressing  indiscriminately  both 
married  and  single  that  chanced  to  please  him, 
or  where  he  could  flatter  himself  with  success; 
frequ^tly  declaring  that  both  sexes  were  free 
agents,  and  those  only  fulfilled  the  end  of  their 
creation  who  made  the  most  of  life,  and  enjoyed 
it  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  so  they  injured 
no  manV  purse  or  his  property, — woinen,  in  his 
opinion,  not  coming  under  that  denomination, 
being  a  kind  of  fair  game,  and  .their  persons 
transferable  as  their  affections  to  him  that  pleas- 
^  them  mosi. 
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'  Such  were  4lie  »ew  mmlttafi  «t  <3o€li9Wki£Nm; 
where  «very  Bidividu4l»wai»  bi^y  iu  pjrQ|iaiit%£R! 
their  eM6;3ni  cQnv«iiieii^e.u«til  4h^  i^iim««af 
Edwiu  with  aeui^SQii^  wlipJ^vQig{0e(i}Mr.^UtH 
more's  arm^  and  ai^mred  them  thctleiwss  ito,t  j^ 
least  danger,  :b?io^  only.^  smsik  timtampihb 
females  retined  t^  t^ke ^^^inlfH^t^ 
and  Edwio  .to  their. .md«img.^>«^«ipMio]ii,i  Mf 
being  already  broke,.  aiid<th0  ^enembte  Ci94fW 
to  watch  by  the  side  of  Whitmore^     ./  .      . 

•      •  •..     .  '     ..     (      •    .  -"    1     •    ;      r  ^     .'I 

''   '  .,1  "  I  ■    II       ■'"  I    ill  ,1  III  iiii»iwtt    -^  «• 

Whitmore,  aftei*^*%htrfelp()se,  Whteh  wds^^ 
ttirbed  by  the  p^in  h^  ex^eriencdd  fiftmMB^) 
entered  into  conversation  With  hifif  h^Of^i"^x^p»^^ 
ing  his  thanks  in  the  w^f'mest  tc^riaftr  -'^Wch 
subject,  however,  iSndin^  dibtreis^ing  tetfeefer- 
mer,  who  thought  he '  had  done  ^n#lMng  rtctfe 
than  what,  in  the  same  ^ircumstunces^  -afcaMfet 
every  man  would  have  done  for  him,  Hfe  ^a^g^d 
the  discourse,  and  began  to  inljuireidborti^lie 
Ticinity.  *The  parish  church,'  said  <i0dwi*,^^is 
not  more  than  tveo  miles  olF,  ctod  almost  close  to 
it  is  a  good  house,  ismd  extensive  grdundsi  ^ 
longing  to  the  lady  who  inh^te  great  pait«©f  Ah*^ 
land  around';  and  yet  she  is  a  petfect  stttinger'tb 
us,  having  always  lived  with  an  uncle  ^iftettcA^ 
capital,  who  has  left  her  heir  to  his  IfrtfOle^^est^e. 


\ 
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The  neafeit  mukxik  town  k  ^tboitt  four  miles 
imoBk  heftee,  «o  HMt'I  t^afd  the  chaiK^e  that 
threw  my  sbtiB  ii|  yoar  way.  as  fertimate;  for 
mdi  a  (finance,  ipi  y^nr 'SitaatiOB,  must  have 
been  dreadfol;^ 

Whilttiore  mm  aigam  attempted  to  repeat  his 
ibanks.  *  ^  My  g^Md  nr/  ]idJ»rap(ed  the  former, 
*fbxk  MBWittiAmg  a  ^enrice  in  tooatronga  light. 
InsUdkaMBfovtune^woidd  ndt*  you  have  acted 
thesam^by  me'i^*  

'liideed  I  would/  answered  Whitmore,  after 
a  molnentiay  paase^  and  then  remained  silent. — 
To  confeau  tho  twith»  4hoagh>  he^  had  answered 
Godwin's  question  in  die  affirmative^  yet  there 
was  tt  monitor  v^thin  his  <iwn  breast,  which^  by 
knowing  mankind  >bettei^  was  not  so  easily  satis^ 
fied ;  he  therefore  aaid  no  more,  but  remaining 
qaiet,  could  not  av(»d  lepi^tii^  to  his  own  heart 
the  question  4kr  the  farmer-r-' Would  you  not  hsive 
dcnie  tiie  isame  by  me  ?' 

<IslMMld^  perhaps/ replied  he,  mentally,  'have 
i^  bim  in  charge^  with  my  footman,  and  ^  or- 
deied  bfan  a  surgeon  ;'(Mr,  if  the  accid€fnt  had 
iHtp^ned  in  town,  given  him  a  guinea,  had  he 
wimted  iti  flMd  sent  him  to  the  hospital^  but  to 
iaake  bfan  a*  bed  in  my  own  hous^,  nay,  to  "wait 
bybisi^Ute,  whileall  my  fomily  were  employed 
in 'his  aenviee,  I  lAould  never  have  done  it/ 
This  idea  gave  a  transitory  awkwardness  to  the 
fe^ga  df  Wbttmore ;  bftt  the  pride  of  birth,  and 
the  complacency  which  superior  wealth  usually 
bestows  on  itd  posde^ors,  soon  dispersed  the 
doudt  when  they  presented  to  his  mind  the  dif- 


16  TBS  J^AIMBA  OF 

fetmceof  ]m^riJBa^iimm)l^frem  ibat  ol  God- 
win's, the.  ime  a  siiiif^  him&ty  the  ^thor  j»6sae8s^ 
ed  of  Uuree  :thouMiid;a  year,  a  plaoe in tkensenate; 
ap.d:uiiker894ly  courted  and  admirad.  This  cefr- 
sidered,  there  was  no  compariacM  ki  rthe  eaw^ 
for  tiaongh  he  lett  that  tbe'b(»ea«f  ag^mtkmiaa 
w:^e  as  bri^ ]as4l»ose  of  a  Jieasaat,  and.tlu^ be 
was  as  vi]dii^nible  io  pain,  yette^  couid«i0t4tv«ist 
himself  af  the  idea,  titat  st^petiw  rMdL  and  iar- 
tune  demanded  particular  cares,  evem^Amm  Aosa 
persons  whom  he  wo^d  hatve  blmfaied  to'.aH^md 
in  the  Sai|^  sitiiatioB.  Mr.  Wy tmoM^  iralslr  mffm 
entered  ;  be  had  Im&sk  empkgred  in  w»ii»iiig  th^ 
haggage  oiit  of  th^  cfaaisie,  wfa^h  ww  wetHK^ffAfiA 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  reniared  to  the  Mat  i^wfi 
to  be  tborovghly  repaired.  Godwin  thus  fwMmfe&, 
adjottmed  ta  his  kitchen,^  vf\mt^  ha^^fontid  tdbii 
wife;  l^mn^  md  the  maid  assembieil,  ^aU^^ift^ 
quiriQg  how  the  stranger  liad  rest^.  ^        .    ^  *  .> 

Mrs.  Godwin  then  ordered  Margery  toffck  *i<t 
the  best  biidi^  cakes,  while  hei^ietfiiiiade^^i^^ 
and  powHing  out  t^imbreakfacft  <mpUy  seat  ^e  to 
Mfs.^Dcjbner,  whc^.was  not  yet  i^s^if  Md  took 
the  ottogr  bc^Mf  to  W14to^^%.,  eafreatiog  hiafi  ta 
make  free,  and  cdmoBand 'w^aieter  tlieir^iiHiM^ 
aflPorded,  with  tha^t  cbaracteilstic  gofii^em  0I 
heart  whicfe  pecoUarly  di»tisigiu^hediiM^  .aad 
that  faa4  m^e  ber4aul^^  aiiiabl^iia  youth,  ^«a&4 
respectable m  ag^.       '  •    -  *     ^  ..vi,:,ii?»tt? 

WbitMOw,  after  a  proper  retam  t^liar^sii^yi. 
said,  'May  Inet^be  paraded  some  time4i^day^  - 
mydear  madam^  to  see  and  tl^itnk^myi^j^^iMf 
friends  for  the  siervicas  of  4ast  n%ht1'    '    ^  %^  m, 
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Mrs.  GodMrin  assured  him  her  sons  vould  uat 
&iL  to  mak  on  him  on  their  return  from  their 
mamisg.  aTOcatioii.;  tb^i  wislmg  him  speedily 
b^ter,  she  retorB^  to:  tn'eakfast,  where  the.  party. 
was.so(maugmeated  byWiiliamand  Edwin,  who 
afifir<»afaafiity  meal^  rehired  to  pay  their  compli- 
mmta  to  Whitmare,  whUe  Emma  repaired  to 
Mc8«  Delmer,  whom  she  assisted  to  dress. 

Mn^^iDelmer,  in  her  manner,  possessed  much 
of  her  bfoliicr's  albbilify,  and  by  her  good  hu- 
moorfained  an.  almost  immediate  interest  in  the 
hfliitaf  Bmrnai  who  declared,  when  she  after* 
wwd%ii«MMd  her  brothers^  that  she  had  never 
brfoi»0QBii  so  bea«4tiftil  and  engaging  a  woman. 
Titf4km^  however,  both  brothers  dissented,  the 
ddor  dedsuring  she  was  not  near  so  handsome  as 
Fainy^BMRatd,  sud  the  younger,  that  was  Agnes 
disssed  the  same,  there  would  be  bo  comparison 
betwe^iAem.  ^ 

\Aa'  to  dress,'  retiimed  Wiiltam,  vFamiy  is 
alvtya«>  coKM^t  and  neat  that  any  alteratkm  mast 
be  fof  ifae  worse;  and  I  protest  1  should  think  her 
lQ«JtfU«difi%ured  by  powder  and  grease  r  thmi 
that  IttteiM  hat,  with  agrealt  cockade  and  feather,. 
Skfmjm  w  of  hai:shness  and  boldness,  wUch  I 
cstti«fe«Bdnfe.  Fanny's  straw  bonnet,  with  the 
bloenblraa,  is  a  thousand  tim^soMMre  becoming/ 

'  No  sneh  thti^,  William,'  replied  Emitta,  '  for 
I  tried  it  on,  and  looked  quite  a  diffnenit  creature  { 
the  Iwtbers  made  me  so  tall,  and  l^ok  so  wdl, 
tkrtiam Mre Ijievw liked  myself  so mueh  be- 
foitr.tlmi  her  sfaoes^  w:hy,  I  thought  ker.  feet 
w^e  as  little  again  as  mine,  yet  it  was  only  their 

1  c 
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ftiake^  and  the  naiait  heels,  for  they  are  ^us^r. 
Sut  the  shoemakerB  aboat  here  are  sso.  awkward 
that  th^  make  one  s  feet  quite  cliiioay ;.  I  dechre 
I  shall  now  have  no  patiedce  with  them*' 

*  Yet  your  mother/  said  William,  gravely,  *  who 
was  reckoned  one  o£  the  finest  girls  in  the  wkde 
country,  was  always  satisfied  with  them«\ 

'AIL  that  is  very  true,'  interrupted  £dwm; 
"lyet  you  cannot  persuade  me  but  Mr.  Whitmore's 
clothes  are  morebecc^ning  than  ours,  eVen'thon^ 
we  saw  him  under  such  a  dkadvantage  a&  his 
accident  must  occasion ;  and  though.  I  iun  per* 
fectly  satisfied  with  my  situation  in  life,  yet  was 
fortune,  by  any  unforeseen  event,  to  fitrour  me, 
I  should  certainly  think  it  no  error  to  adapt  mj 
dress  to  the  fasJiion/ 

^  '  Certainly  not,'  replied  EmsKi;  'batWiliiam 
is  so  grave,  that  1  am  sive  had  my  grandfather 
(the  rector)  lived,  he  might  have  made  Um  a 
parson ;  hay,  you  know  my  father  say»  he  iii  Ae 
very  image  of  him.' 

' I  accept  your  complin^nt,'  answei«ed  Wiihaui, 
with  a.  smile ;  '  for  surely  it  is  one  to  be  told  I 
resemble  a  man  who  was  a  blessii^^  to  his  neigh- 
bours, and  aa  honour  to  his  profession ;  andk 
return,  Emma,  I  wish  thy  temper  may  reMmble 
thy  inolber's  as  much  as  thy  person/  i.  . 
.  *  Thank  you,  my  dear  William,'  giving  hilia  an 
affectionate  kiss  on  the  cheek;  'but  indeed.  I  feaf 
I  shall  never  be  se  handsome/ 

'I  rather  fear  you  will  never  be  souneMiscidi^ 
^f  it,'  Keplied. William;  'for  as  to  beamty  y^» 
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luLve  afi  great  a  $hare  as  I  think  yo^  can  be  (Safely 
trpsted  with.' 

*  Oh !  how  ill-natured,'  exclaimed  ^mma  :  *  I 
protest  you  grow  worse  and  worse,  1  will  stay  no 
longer.  I  promised  to  waj^  with  Mrs.  Delmer, 
and  must  go  this  instant.' — With  these  words  away 
flew  the  sprightly  girl  to  perform  her  promise, 
while  her  brothers  returned  to  their  usual  occupa-» 
tion  in  the  field,  overlooking  and  occasionally 
assisting  the  labourers :  calling,  howevegr,  at  Ber- 
narci's,  where  William  had  the  vexation  to  learn, 
tftat  Fanny  had  written  to  inform  her  father  that 
Ae  sbotild  for  some  time  prolong  her  stay,  as  h^r 
matp  whom  she  wa»  visiting,  fitill  continued  ill, 
and  entreated  her  presence,  concluding  with  a 
modesf,  but  tender  remembrance  to  her  lover* 

William  perused  the  letter  with  a  sigh,  ^nd 
informing  :tbf^  farmer  of  the  particulars  of  the  la$t 
night's  adventure,  the  brother^  soon  after  took 
tibh*  leave 

Emma  had  joined  Mrs.  Deleter,  who,  however, 
previous  W>  her  walk,  called  ip  her  brother's 
i|iartai6at>  where  she  had  passed  the  morning, 
vii  &admg  him  perfectly  cheerful,  and  without 
fewr,  easiiy  acquiesced  in  his  desire  of  not  send- 
ing for  more  assistance,  which  she  had  at  first 
strongly  pressed.  In  this  visit  she  wcus  accom- 
panied by  Bmma,  whom  Whitmore,  in  spite  of 
Im  pain  the  night  before,  h^d  thought  the  most 
fevdy  creature  he  ever  beheld,  4nd  whom  now, 
divested  of  the  pallid  hue  and  tremor  occasioned 
l»]r  his  scddanit,  appeared  « tkAisand  times  more 
charming. 
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*  My  dear  brother/  said  Mrs.  Deltner,  *  as  ydu 
seem  tolerably  easy,  and  I  do  but  disturb  yony 
my  young  friend  and  myself  are  going  to  take  a 
walk/ 

*  Indeed,'  replied  Whitmore,  *  though  1  prefer 
your  recreation  before  my  own,  yet  in  thiis  case  I 
must  truly  confess,  I  should  be  more  easy,  and 
less  disturbed,  by  your  company,  than  left  to  mj 
own  thoughts ;— however,  I  wish  you  a  pleaKffit 
walk,  and  regret  that  I  cannot  acccrmpany  you. 
Yet  befof-e  you  go,  give  me  leave  to  thank  Mks 
Godwin  for  the  trouble  I  gave  her  last  night  ni 
supporting  my  arm ;  a  trouble,'  contin«ied>he,  with 
great  softness,  *  that  made  even  suck  a  situation 
enviable.'  • 

*  Indeed,  sir,'  answered  Emima,  *  I  trembled  so 
much  that  I  could  not  hold  it  as  steadily  as  Wil- 
liam desired  me,  and,  though  you  did  not  com- 
plain, I  am  sure  I  must  have  hurt  you.' 

^Good  Heaven!  hurt  me!  such  8up|)art  could 
alone  enable  me  to  bear  the  pain  with  bj»coming 
pisitience  :  btit  1  detain  you ;  yet  might  I  entreat 
a  favour,  it  should,  be  for  half  an  hour  of  your 
company  on  your  return.  Charity,  my  dear  sis- 
ter, you  know  is  strongly  recommended  to  u«; 
and  can  you  show  yours  more  efTeetually  than 
on  such  a  miserable  invalid?'  ^ 

*  Well,  we  vrill  endeavour  tb  exert  it,'  replied 
Mrs.  Delmer ;  *but  for  the  pres^it  adieu.'  Emma 
then  conducted  Mrs.  Delmer,  by  her  own  desire, 
to  their  harvest  field,  where  the  first  objects  thitt 
presented  were  William  and  Ed^n,  divested  of 
their  coats,  in  shirts  white  as  snow,  forenpost 
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among  the  reapers :  WflUam  respectfully  moving 
hi&  hat,  continued  his  labour,  but  Edwin^  a  deep 
blush  covering  his  face  to  be  thus  caught,  hastily 
put  on  his  coat,  and  joined  Mrs.  Delmer  and 
£mma. 

*  What  a  delightful  scene!'  said  the  lady,  before 
he  reached  them :  ^  I  -  know  not  how  it  happens, 
my  dear  girl,  but  in  one  little  day  you  have  al- 
most deUghled  me  with  rural  life,  which  I  ever 
before  beheld  in  abhorrence ;  but  the  reason  is 
obfious,  your  family  are  so  totally  different  from 
idl  I  ever  sslw  that  reside  constantly  in  the  coun- 
tty,  that  the  contrast  became  doubly  striking.' 

*If  there  is  any  differeieice,'  replied  Emma^ 
*we  derive  it  from  my  father,  who  has  had  a 
very  good  education,  being  son  to  the  rector  of 
the  parish)  who,  however,  as  my  father  declined 
piursuing  his  fortune  in  the  church,  had  it  o^ly 
in  his  power  to  settle  him  on  this  farm,  pur- 
chawig  the  house,  an4  about  fourteen  acres  of 
the  adj^ing  land ;  the  remainder  we  hold  on 
lease  for  a  long  term,  and  at  an  easy  rent.' 

Edwin  at  that  moment  joined  them,  and  was 
receive  by  Mrs.  Delmer  vrith  a  smile.  After 
some  cheerful  conversation  she  walked  up  to  the 
reapmi,  and  gave  them  a  guinea  to  drink;  then 
taming  to  Edwin,  she  said,— ^*  We  should  intrude 
tod^  much  on  ya|r  time  to  ask  your  company 
hoiit^,  bat  wa  shall  see  you  in  the  evening  in  my 
bTothet'^  apartment,  who  has  made  us  promise  to 
fmssian  hour  with  lum.'-^Edwin  bowed ;  and 
Mnti  Pelmer  and  Emma  bidding  him  farewell, 
retnraed  home. 
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Ip  i^s  nlanBer  passed  Ijbe  fif»t  day^  and  »Qy<wl 
fttcceedmg  ones*  ui>tU  Whifmore'a  arm  begati  to 
miite,  and  ^  was  able  to  sit  up :  d>e  pillf^w  which 
supported  thefractiir^  would  ipdeed  be  ftequently 
uneasy,  and  seldom  could  be  rendered  otberwii^ 
but  by  EmAia,  wbom  be  affirined  ef  er  placed  it 
smoother  tlma  any  one  else,  thsmkiag  hei",  with  a 
glance  from  his  expressivedark  eyeis,  in  alaOigMage 
which,  though  new,  was  soon  intilligl.bie  to;  h^ 
unexperienced  beart.— Twifcfcas^sbe  placed  his 
arm  he  had  vratui^  to  kiss  ber  band;  biat  the 
concision  &i»  had  occaiJkMiad»  tod  tbe  tfevJiov 
with  which  she  afterwards  approacbed,  .deter- 
mined bun  to  destfil  rather  than  giire  an  ^aim 
that  might  prove  detrimental  t^  Ws  pa^wi^ 
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.Whitmorx  gained  strength  daily,  and  at  length, 
with  his  arm  in  a  sting,  came  down  Sitairs,  tbon^ 
the  sur^n  affirmed  he  must  net  ye»t  yentnre  the 
shaking  of  a  carriage.  On  tbe  second  ^ay,  after 
behadleft.his  chamber,  finding  hknself  alone  with 
Godwin,  after  some  conversation,  in  which  he 
expises^d  bis  wannest  thanks  fw  the  favpuirs  he 
bad  rec^ved^  he  took.  bi$  hand,  and  with  tite 
natural  ease  of  good  breeding  that  particulariy 
distinguished  him,  entreated  his  acceptance  of  n 
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bank  note.of  a.  Imttdrfed  povmds,  as  a  small  retii* 
butioiL  towauds  tbenliligations  he  had  received^ 
'  ^My.'goodaiiv'  said  the  fanii«r,  rctomingthe 
aote^  'you  a#e  heavtilj  welcome  to  the  asylim 
your. uahappyisitiiatioii  rendered  necessary;  to 
me  it  has  beea  no  iaconTenience,  but  rather  a 
gratification,  as  it  has  enabled  me  to  fulfil  one  of 
Hie  greatest  duties  commanded  us :  **  Do  unto 
others  sts  you  would  they  should  do  unto  yoo."^ 
Your  own  servant  has  taken  the  fatigue  on  him- 
self, and  shall  you  then  pay  for  your  mere  shel-^ 
ter,  and  a  little  food,  in  such  a  calamity  ?  Hea« 
ven  forbid!  If  any  debt,  not  to  me  is  it  due,  but 
t<>  those  ]»  simikr  circumstanees,  and  to  whom,  I 
doubt  not,  your  ownheart  will  lead  you  to  pay  it/ 

Whitmore  was  abashed :  he  felt  all  the  dignity 
and  force  of  virtue ;  he  remembered  Emma,  and 
his  heart  smote  him ;  but  recovering  his  confusion, 
and  reflecting  for  a  few  moments,  he  replied, 
'  My  dear  sir,  at  least  give  me  some  way  to  show 
my  gratitude;  you  have  two  sows,  informed,  sen- 
sible young  men,  permit  me  to  take  on  myself 
thechai^eof  one  of  them.  Frbmmysituationinlife, 
I  iiatter  myself  I  x^an  introduce  him  to  the  worM 
witb  successiy !  having  it  in  my  power  to  place  a 
person  iinmediately  as  clerk  in  one^bf  tihe  public 
^ees,  wfaieirsiAuation,  till  we  can  procure  a  b^ 
ler,  will^at  least  afford  a  gienteel  eompeteocy.' 

€k>dwin  returned  his  thanks  for  tbis^  offer,  an- 
swering,  that  in  a  matter  in  which  themselves 
i^Aere  so^materialfy  co<^en»ed,  be  would  certainly 
tttform  them  of  Mr.  W  httmore'9  generosily .  '  But 
for  my  o»«m  part,'  continue^  he,  *  were  I  to  con- 
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suit  only  my  own  wiidies,  I  should  rather  ibef 
would  settle  in  the  spot  whepe  they  first  saw  the 
light.  Great  towns,  I  have  heard  and  read,  are 
full  of  danger,  and  though  I  depend  much  on  the 
vittqous  education  I  have  given  my  sons,  yet  I 
should  tremble  to  expose  them  to  temptations 
which  youth  and  constitution  could  ill  witfastaiid/ 
The  entrance  of  Mi*s.  Godwin  with  her  scm 
here  broke  off  the  discourse,  which,  however,  w^ 
soon  renewed  by  the  farmer's  informing  them  of 
what  had  passed.  The  anjcions  mother,  trembling 
with  dread  at  the  bare  idea  of  beii^  separaifid 
from  her  childi^en,  was  at  the  sane  momenf  elated 
with  their  probable  success,  and  their  fixture  de- 
ration  in  life ;  she  thereJDre  remained  8il!»[it,  teai^^ 
glistening  in  her  eyes, :  which  fixed  on  the  loved 
companion  of  her  youth,  appe^ired  to  wkh.to  read 
hi^  sentiments  on  the  occasion;  but  hematfif 
repeated  Mr.  Whitmore's  ofier,  without  express- 
iagy  even  in  the  most,  distant  manner,  hib  own' 
thoughts  on  the  occasion.  He  Imd  hardly  con*^' 
eluded,  when  William,  addressing  Mr.  Whitmc*e, 
replied,  ^  I  kiiow  no  terms,  sir,  in  the  plain  wok 
tutored  language  I  have  been  accuMomed  to,  that 
appear  strong  enough  to  express  my  thanks  for; 
your  generosity ;  bufc  for  myself  nrast  b^  leave  to' 
decline  it.  My  father's  iacreasinig  yfear^  d^mattd^ 
the.  assistance  of  a  s(^,  both  as  a  comfoH  to  hin?' 
age,  And  to  take  from  his  hand  the  weight  of  ^tus^^ ' 
ness  trivial  to  youth,  but  fMiguing  in  advate^ed 
life.  I  am  also  affianced  to  a  young  woman,  who* 
like  myself,  would,  I  amsure,.pref^this,c9ttage, 
labour,  contentand  peaci^,  to  djl.the  bundle  thaf 
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gimdeur  er  wealth  could  bestow ;  and  lastly,  un- 
fit, from  disposition,  for  public*  life,  I  can  but 
again  express  my  thanks  for  your  kindness,  of 
which  I  shall  ever  retain  the  most  grateful' re- 
membrance.' Here  William  ceased.  His  father 
smiled  satisfaction,  which  sentiiiient  was  as  in 
staatly  conveyed  to  the  features  of  his  mother, 
whose  heart,  however,  still  hung  doubtful  of  the 
aaswer  of  her  younger  son. 

Edwin  was  silent,  and  appeared  lost  in  thought ; 
the  struggle  was  hard,  and  for  some  moments  for- 
bade utterance.     Greatness  and  wealth  for  the 
first  time  appeared  within  his  grasp ;  byt  then  to 
leave  Agnes,  'though  even  for  a  short  time,  was 
distraction ;  yet,  perhaps,  soon  to  return,  and  bear 
her  in  triumph  to  scenes  she  was  fitted  to  adorn, 
was  enchanting,  afid  after  a  moment's  pause  mas- 
tered the  first  consideration. 
/I  wiU  be  guided  by  my  father,  sir,'  at  length 
Imitated  Edwin;  'he  is  the  best  judge  of  what 
is  fittipg  for  my  welfare,    and  whatever  is   his 
detarimnation  I  shall  submit  to  without  repug- 
nancy' 

'  My  dear  boy,'  replied  Godwin,  '  by  the  agree- 
mett  with  Bernard,  yourself  and  your  brother 
wiU.eqiiially  sh^re  what  we  possess,  except  the 
t|jj|e,IJ|^ve  sav^  being  transferred  at  your  mo- 
thj^'s  d^siftk  to  Emma;  you  must  therefore,  in 
tti^preseut  case,  judge  for  yourself,  and  answer 
aowMrdiagly.' 

!£dwin  again,  after  a  pause,  replied,  *  that  as  he 
kaew  bis  father  would  not  feel  his  loss  from  the 
ittentioa  of  William,  with  his  permission  he  would 
2  D 
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think  of  it  till  the  morrow,  and  then  give  a  defi- 
nitive answer.'  Whitmore  approved  this  resolu* 
tion,  as  did  also  Godwin,  and  being  soon  after 
joined  by  Mrs  Delmer  and  Emma,  the  conversa- 
tion ceasedi  William  and  his  brother  quitting 
them  to  go  to  i^armer  Bernard's. 

In  their  way  thither  William  remained  silent 
until  Edwin  re-assumed  the  discourse  respecting 
Mr.  Whitmore's  offer,  which  he  spoke  of  with  all 
the  warmth  and  energy  natural  to  youth.  '  I  am 
young,'  said  he,  '  and  perhaps  may  be  successful 
enough  to  acquire  sufficient  wealth  to  fix  my 
Agnes  in  a  state  equal  to  my  wishes.;  to  assist 
my  parents  and  Emma,  and  place  my  beloved 
brother  above  labour. — What  happiness  !'     . 

*I  can  know  no  greater,'  returned  William^ 
calmly,  though  with  great  affection,  *than  the 
prospect  before  me  appears  to  promise.  ^I^at 
young,  and  able  to  labour  ;  Fanny  Bernard  wiUfe^ 
ray  companion,  and  share  with  me  the  pleasing 
employ  of  soothing  the  declining  years  of  oijir  pa- 
rents. With  such  a  wife,  and  such  relations,  v^hat; 
can  I  wish  for  more  ?  The  farm  has  ever  been  sufr 
ficient  to  gratify  all  our  wants  and  wishes  ;  what 
then  should  we  seek  for,  my  dear  brother  1  Unn 
der  the  specious  covering  of  wealth  and  grandeur, 
frequently  lurks  care ;  and  though  I  would  not 
advise,  yet  I  must  confess,  I  had  hoped,  that  as 
our  youth  had  passed  together,  our  age  miglit,d(^ 
the  same.  Virtue,  justice,  and  all  the  claiopis  that 
distinguish  manhood,  unite  you  to  A^^s,  whoia^ 
if  you  forsake,  fascinated  by  the  delirium  of  gran- 
deur, you  are  unworthy  to  live.' 
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*  Fotsake  Agnes !'  replied  Edwin,  recoiling  with 
borrorat  the  idea,  'abandon  Agnes!  No,  William, 
do  not  thitik  feo  ijl  of  me ;  with  her  I  would  rather 
encounter  all  the  calamities  that  fortune  could  in-^ 
flict  than  accept  a  throne  without  her.' 

This  discourse  brought  them  to  Bernard's  door> 
where  they  were  met  by  Agnes.  *  What  is  the 
ifiiatter,  Edwin?*  said  she,  fixing  her  eyes  on  him 
with  inqiiiring  tenderness :  Vyou  look  unhappy ; 
nay  and  William  too:  tell  me,  are  all  well  at  home?* 

William  replied  in  tlie  affirmative ;  then  asking 
fl*  heiif  father,  hastily  pkssed  into  the  house,  leav- 
ing her  alone  with  Edwin. 

*  Agnes,"  said  Edwin,  hesitating,  *  will  you  walk 
with  me  into'  the  orchard  ?  I  have  much  to  con- 
sult you  upon.' 

Agnes  gate  him  her  hand  in  silence,  which  he 
fdh: tremble  withiti  his  own:  *Why  this  alarm, 
10^' love  r  said  he,  putting  his  arm  round  her 
wiaist :  *  What  do  yon  fear  ?' 

•Alasl  I  know  not  what,'  replied  she;  'but 
your  features  first  gave  me  a  shock  that  I  cannoi 
aeeoiftltfor,  and  which  was  increased  by  William's 
IWks  and  behaviour.  Well  do  I  know  his  tem- 
per, Edwin;  he  is  never  moved  by  trifles ;  some- 
tbittg  very  materialrimst  have  happened  to  changfc 
hiaithns.' 

'Nothing  material,  my  love;  only  Mr.  Wlait- 
more  has  been  offering  my  father  to  take  charge 
flf  either  itay  brother  ormjtself,  and  to  settle  us  in 
some  situation  that  may  lead  tEs  to  make  our  forr 
'hiae.    Wiftiam  first  replied,  and  - — .' 

*  Declined  it !'  scarcely  articulated  Agnes. 
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*  Yes,  my  dear  girl ;  nor  have  I  accepted  it.  I 
wished  to  consult  you,  and  shall  abide  by  your 
determination :  If  you  approve,  and  think  it  may 
be  the  means  of  our  future  welfare,  by  placing  itifc 
above  sharing  our  parent's  property  with  WiUiam, 
I  shall  accept  it  with  pleasure;  if  otherwise,  relin- 
quish it;  foryouwellknow,  my  Agnes,'  continned 
he,  kissing  off  a  tear  that  had  fallen  on  faerchedc, 
*  that  my  greatest  happiness  consists  in  giving  yon 
pleasure.  In  a  few  months,  perhaps,  I  might  be 
settled  to  my  satisfaction,  and  able  to  return  to 
Inglewood,  and  fetch  my  betrothed  wife.  Would 
to  Heaven  you  had  already  home  that  name, 
for  as  it  is,  I  fear  both  our  parents  will  object  tt) 
our  union  until  they  find  how  I  am  placed.  Ofe! 
Agnes,  they  say  we  are  too  young  to  marry ;  how 
false  that  notion,  when  we  are  old  enough  to  love' 

Edwin  might  have  continued  for  a  much  lctog>dr 
time,  uninterrupted,  for  the  heart  of  Agnes  was 
too  full  for  utterance,  and  with  her  face  redined 
on  his  shoulder,  she  gave  vent  to  the  anguii^  that 
overwhelmed  her. 

'  I  will  not  go  then,'  continued  Edwin ;  *  I  cam- 
not  see  you  thus  ;  I  will  with  thanks  decline  Mr. 
Whitmore's  offer.  Yet,  Agnes,'  added  he,  pressing 
her  to  his  bosom,  '  to  have  placed  thee  in  a  state 
I  should  glory  to  view  thee  in,  what  would  I  ifot 
endure  ?  Heaven  witifess  that  was  my  strongest 
incentive ;  but  it  is  past,  I  renounce  it.  It  gives 
thee  pain,  Agnes,  and  I  will  remain  through  Kfe 
in  the  humble  situation  to  which  1  was  bom.'    : 

*  Not  on  my  account,  Edwin,'  sobbed  Agnes, 
endeavouring  to  master  her  tears : — *  Go   where 
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four  Irishes  lead  you ;  I  have  no  desire  for  gran- 
deur; Inglewood,  with  your  company,  contained 
all  I  ever  vri»hed  to  possess.  But  go— go  to  that 
hateful  city,. whose  vices  I  have  trembled  to  heat 
repeated ;  where  men  scoff  at  the  ruin  of  innocent 
maids,  and  vile  women  walk  the  streets  at  nooi^ 
day  with  unblushing  cheeks ;  where  power  over- 
comes right,  and'  where  affection  is  bou«?ht  and 
sold !  Go  there,  Edwin,  and  forsake  the  rustics 
of  Inglewood ;  but  remember,  that  bosoms  cover- 
ed with  silk  and  embroidery  do  not  always  con^ 
ftain  hearts  so  trUe  as  mine.' 

*  Cruel,  ungenerous  Agnes!  what  are  their 
faearti^  to  me?  Am  I  not  thine?  Have  we  not 
matually>proniised?  And  can  you  think  I  will 
ever  falsify  that  vow,  even  though  we  should  be 
separated?  No,  I  repeat  it,  should  become 
itterfi  idllain,  .mayl  be  abandoned  of  God  and 
man;  imly  the  wealth  I  seek  become  my  bane; 
•eiinediby  my  :|)arenfts^  despised  by  my  brothel*, 
?9jld;by  thee,  Agnes—— !' 

'Forgiven  r  interrupted  she,  laying  her  hand 
OB^his  lipsi 

H/'No;  Agnes,  I  would  have  said  hated,  butcan- 

notbear  the  thought !     Hated  by  thee,  impossi- 

'bl&!  that  curse  alone  would  drive  me  to  despair ! 

f'Tot-marrow  I  will  decline  Mr.  Whitmore's  offer ; 

t-fiooile  then,  my  love,  and  let  it  be  forgotten.'     ' 

-    ^  Nbt  from  my  persuasion  shall  ydu  relinquish 

it,'  said  Agnes ;  *  for  a^  I  am  sure  your  inclination 

prompts  you  to  accept  his  proposal,  might  you 

-not  hereafter  reflect  on  yourself  for  having  let  an 

Adyantage  pass  that  you  could  never  regain? 
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Consult  therefore  with  Jour  father  and  moliier, 
and  be  sure  I  will  acquiesce  in  tvkataver  they  d*^ 
termine,  convinced  they  are  the  heAt  judges  haw 
you  should  act.'  With  such  discourse  Ed\<^  and' 
Agn,es  passed  the  time  in  the  first  tete-a-tete  they 
he^d  ever  found  painfiil  2  however^  his  repeated 
3r<)wsand  tenderness,  in  some  measure,  contributed' 
to  sooth  her,  and,  pulling  her  bomiet  la^war  over* 
her  eyes,  they  returned  to  thefarin,  vrhcre  a  scene 
rrfa  very  different  nature  had  taken  place  in  theif* 
absence.  '  They  were  hardly  otit  of  sight,  atwJ' 
William  had  just  time  to  have  informed  Bernard 
of  Mr.  Whitmore's  offer,  which  the  honest  former 
did  not  seem  to  disapprove,  when  the  ti-amptiag' 
of  horses  was  heard  in  the  lane.     William  listelied 
a  moment.  '  It  is  perhaps  Fanny  !'  exclaimed  he*' 
,r^ardless  of  what  Bernard  was  raying,  and  has- 
tening to  the  gate  with  the  utmost  eagertiess,  hili 
eyes  sparkling  with  j,oy  and  expectation,' when i^ 
moment  presented  her  to  bis  sight,  with  a  youiij' 
cousin,  who  had  escorted  her  home.      Willitafflf' 
rushed  to  meet  them,  while  Fanny  seeii^  hte  ap-' 
proach,  threw  the  bridle  on  the  neck  of  the  old 
mare,  and  was  caught  in  his  arms  in  an  in^tant^'' 
each  only  articulating  the  name  of  the  other  ;  the' 
young  farmer  hallooiBg  his  greetings,  and  the' 
dd  mare  continuing  her  «dber  pace  liUshe  rearh-' 
ed  the  well-knowii  stable  door^    apparently  W^ 
pleased  as.  any  of  the  party.  ' 

Bernard  by  tiiis  time  was  at  the  gate,  where  be 
received  his  daughter  from  William,  and  giving 
her  a  kiss,  shook  his  relation  heartily  by  the  hand, 
exclaiming^  'By  my  truly  I  am  glad  ye  be  come,  i 
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for  i'faith  I  believe  if  yon  had  stayed  a  week  longer 
we  should  have  had  a  burying.  Take  care  how 
you  fall  in  love»  oousin;  for  look  at  William  there^ 
he  used  to  be  as  likely  a  fellow  as  you  would  see 
on  a  summer  s  day,'  continued  he,  pointing  to 
him :  '  Why,  pies  on  the  fellow,  what  a  change 
\m  taken  place ;  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ago  his 
face  was  as  long  as  my  leg,  and  his  eyes  as  dead 
a^  stale  mackarel's ;  now  I  protest  they  look  quite 
bright,  and  his  cheeks  .  plump  :  why,  thou  must 
he  a  plaguy  good  doctor,  Fanny,  to  make  such  a 
speedy  cure !' 

.  'She  is  the  only  one  I  ever  intend  to  employ, 
if  she  will  undertake  the  task,'  replied  William  ; 
'hnt  your  cousin  must  be  fatigued^  and  need  re-> 
freshment.' 

*6ood  troth,  you  may  as  well  say  mj^  cousin  a* 
oace,  for  that  will  be  the  next  thing  I  suppose. 
However,  come  in,  my  lads,  you  shall  have  th^ 
best  the  cupboard  and  cellar  afford.'  With  thesdi 
words  he  led  theSvay  into  the  hous^,  where  they^ 
were  soon  joined  by  Edwin  and  Agnes. — *  Pies 
ob't,'  cried  tiie  oldman^  '  here  comes  another  pair 
oCtartles.  Heaven  help  the  poor  fellow  that  has 
hkdy  daughters.  Sigh  here,  kiiss  there;  and  then 
my  poor  apple-trees,  what  with  true  lovers'  knots, 
F.  B.  and  A.  B.  if  the  ^rl&don't  get  married  soon 
they  won't  be  worth  a  farthing.'  *  » 

William  smiled  ht  the  farmer's  hamodr,  his 
coUsm  applauded  it  with  a  hearty  laugh ;  but 
Edwin,  distracted  betw^n  the  cont^iding  pa»- 
mhB  of  l6ve  and  ambition,  hardly  knew  what 
passed,  while  Fanny^  ever  gentle  and  observant^ 
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caught  the  gloom  that  hung  on  her  beloved  sis- 
ter's features,  by  whom  she  was  seated^  her  eyes 
tenderly  fixed  on  her  face,  and  anxiously  inquir- 
ing after  her  health. 


CHAP.  IV. 

While  William  and  Edwin  were  engaged  at  Ber- 
nard's, Mrs  Delmer,  her  brother,  and  Emma,  had 
•  taken  their  evening  walk,  duiing  which  he  had 
informed  them  of  the  wish  he  entertained  of  Ed- 
win's accompanying  them  to  town.  Mrs.  Delmer 
expressed  the  highest  satisfaction  at  this  intelli- 
gence, saying  that  she  had  no 'doubt  but  that> 
with  the  natural  gracefulness  of  Edwin,  his  fine 
person,  and  a  proper  introduction,  he  would  soon 
make  his  fortune.  Emma  also  testified  her  plea 
sure,  though  at  the  same  time  her  face  w.as  a  per* 
feet  index  of  an  April  day,  alternately  exhibiting 
tears  ^nd  dimpled  smiles.-^*  Why  these  tears, 
lovely  Emma?'  said  Whitmoxe;  *  your  brother's 
prefermient  and  happiness  shall  be  my  peculiar 
care.  Thmk  you  not,'  added  he,  in  a  lower  voice, 
'  but  he  must  be  dear  to  me  V 

'  I  am  sufficiently  convinced  of  your  goodness,' 
replied  Emma ;  *  but  we  have  never  yet  been  sepa- 
rated for  a  day,  a  circumstance  which  must  plead 
an  excuse  for  the  weakness  I  now.'  show.  Then 
Agnes  too,  whom  he  sincerely  loves,  vi^U/be  quite 
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Offercome  by  his  absence,  for  though  both  my  fa-^ 
fterand  Farmer  Bernard  object  to  their  marriage 
for  a  twelvemonth  on  account  of  their  youth,  yet 
they  have  promised  to  consent  at  that  time.'— ^ 
Emma  wa3  too  intent  on  the  subject,  arid  Whit- 
more  too  intent  on  Emma,  to  pay  much  attention 
to  the  countenance  t)f  Mrs.  Delmer,  which  on  this 
intelligeace  was  overspread  with  a  deep  crimson, 
and  interrupting  Emma :  *  It  is  to  be  hoped,'  said 
she,  *  that  the  different  situation  in  whi6h  he  will 
i>e  placed  will  inspire  him  with  ideas  moreadvan- 
t^eous  to  his  future  fortune.' 

*Astothat,  Madam,'  replied  Emma,  *  Fanny 
stad  Agnes  are  perfectly  worthy  the  affection  of 
roy  brbtbers  ;  for,  exclusive  of  sharing  all  their 
flither  possesses  at  his  death,  they  are  reckoned 
atoong  the  best,  as  well  as  handsomest,  girts  in 
tile  cotactry.'  * 

*  Perhaps  so,'  returned  Mrs.Delmer,  petulant- 
if ;  *  at  a  country  fetir  a  small  stock  of  beauty  will 
g«^  a  great  way.'  .    • 

*  You  will  not  say  so  when  you  see  them,  but 
*t  oace  allow  my  brother's  affections  well .  placed,- 
i^Ued  Emma. — ^^  Indeed  I  don't  know  how  it 
couH"  be  otherwise;  they  are  our  nearest  neigh-? 
hours,  and  their  mothei**  dying  when  they  were 
^cry  young,  they  have  been  as  much  brought  up 
at  our  house  as  their  own.' 

Wytmore  here  interrupted  the  discburse  by 
sayinfg,  *  Should  your  brother.  Miss  Emma,  accept 
ttiy  offer,  which  I  confess  I  greatly  wish,  could 
^t  the  dread  you  appear  to  feel  at  the  idea  of 
pwting  with  him  be  greatly  lessened  by  returning 

2  E 
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my  sister's  visit  for  a  short  time  in  London,  where 
we  would  endeavour  to  show  you  the  kindiiesi 
we  received  at  Inglewood  was  not  lavished  on 
msensibles?'— Emma  for  a  moment  made  lo 
reply,  for  though  such  a  {n'ospect  had  never 
entered  her  thoughts,  it  was  too  congeal  to  het 
inclinations  to  suifer  her  to  entirely  diecfine  il^ 
and  to  acquiesce  without  the  consent  of  her 
parents  was  impossible. 

*  Ypu  do  not  speak.  Miss  Godwin,'  daid  Whit- 
more.  *  My  dear  sister,  will  yon  not  assist  m« 
in  persuading  your  young  frimd  to  favour  us  so 
greatly?'  Mrs.  Delmer,  who,  thoiigh  she  liked 
^mmavery  well  for  a  country  companion,  had 
too  intention  of  carrying  the  acquaintance  farther, 
yet  in  a  manner  thus  pressed  to  make  an  offery 
replied, 

'  As  soon  as  I  have  fixed  on  a  house  I  shall  b^ 
liappy  to  be  favoured  with  Miss  Grodwin's  com" 
pany,  if  her  friends  will  consent.' 

Mr.  Whitmore,  who  clearly  saw  that  his  sfefcfl* 
Vas  fer  more  warm  in  the  interest  of  a  handscrrae 
young  man  than  of  a  beautiiiil  woman,  replied^ 
^  True,  my  dear  Madietm,  we  both  speak  ^provi* 
sionally  of  what  we  wish,  for  Edwin,  influeneecl 
by  his  passion,  may  perhiaps  decline  my  offer, 
imd  my  own  heart  is  too  sensible  how  iQUch  such 
a  sacrifice  must  cost  him  to  presis  it  Bti^enuously^ 
though  for  his  future  welfare.' 

*  Ridiculous!'  cried  Mrs. 'Delmer,  ^andsosuff^ 
an  elegant  young  man  to  throw  away  his  life  «* 
obscurity,  at  most  the  inasterof  a  farm.' — A  blush,, 
partly  of  anger,  butmofeof  shame,  dyed  theobeeks 
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of  jgfpma ;  aiid  for  the  .first  time  in  her  life  she 
felit  it  derogatory  to  be  the  daughter  of  a  farmer. 

*  Though  I  think  he  might  be  very  happy  in  that 
^te,'  said  Emma)  '  yet  I  cannot  but  wish  he  may 
be  sensible  of  the  favour  you  design  him;  for 
though  I  shall  besincerely  grieved  at  his  departure,  - 
yet,  when  I  consider  it  is  for  his  future  benefit, 
that  idea  will  console  me,  as  I  hope  it  will  Agnes/ 

^  And  to  my  sister's  request  you  say  nothing,' 
fq)Ued  Wbitmore. 

*  Yes,  Sir,  I  am  ti-uly  sensible  of  your  conde-^ 
pension,  and  if  my  parents  would  permit,  should 
be  very  happy  to  accept  it  for  a  short  time.' — 
Mrs..  Delmer  replied  in  a  manner  that  fully  satis- 
fied the  unsuspecting  Emma.  Whitmore,  by  a; 
%\mt^  only,  expressed  his  thanks;  but  that 
glance,  more  expressive  than  words,  declared 
aautterable  things,  and  sunk  at  once  into  the 
heart  against  which  it  was  directed-— On  their 
return  to  the  farm  they  found  Mr.  and  Mrs.  God-n 
win  waiting  supper,  during  which  Mr.  Whitmore's 
servant  entered  with  a  letter  which  he  had  brouglit 
from  the  post-hou$e  at  the  market  town.  A  mo- 
mentary suffusion  crossed  his  cheek  as  he  receiv- 
^  it,  and  he  was  on  the  point  of  putting  it  in  his 
pocket,  had  not  Mrs.  Delmer  said,  '  From  Mrs. 
Whitaonwe,  I  presume,  brother.' 

*  I  know  not,'  replied  he,  after  a  moment's  hesi- 
tation, '  but  will  peruse  it  after  supper.  My  last 
letteis  say,  all  our  firiends  in  town  are  well.'  Mr. 
Godwin^  vho  bad  no  idea  that  any  one  ^puld  be 
fo  careless  abcmt  those  he  denominated  hjs  friends, 
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entreated  that  politeness  might  not  deprive  him  of 
the  satisfaction  of  reading  his  letter. — Mr.  Whit- 
more  bowed  his  thanks,  but  again  declined  it, 
when  Mrs.  Delmer,  as  if  actuated  by  a  spirit  of 
contradiction,  seconded  Mr.  Godwin,  by  saying/ 
*,Do,  my  dear  brother,  oblige  me;  I  long  to  hear 
what  company  you  have  at  Twickenham.' — Mr. 
Whitmore,  who  now  found  that  opposition  would 
only  make  the  affair  worse,  and  at  the  same  time 
as  effectually  disclose  what  he  had  wished  to  con- 
ceal, made  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  breaking  the 
seal  glanced  his  eyes  carelessly  over  the  contents, 
then  reached  it  to  his  sister,  at  that  moment  hear- 
tily wishing  her,  in  his  own  mind,  in  the  bosom 
of  her  departed  spouse. 

While  she  was  reading,  Whitmore  fixed  his 
eyes  on  Emma,  and  saw,  v^h  secret  satisfaction, 
an  air  of  anxiety  overspread  her  fine  features,  but 
finding  she  observed  him,  immediately  withdrew 
them. 

*  There,  take  back  your  letter,'  said  Mrs.  Del- 
mer :  *  Mrs.  Whitmore  I  find  is  as  gay  and  volatile 
as  ever.  This  I  think  is  the  second  you  have  been 
favoured  with  since  your  accident.' 

*  Had  she  now,'  replied  Whitmore,  peevishly, 
*  saved  herself  the  trouble  of  reminding  me  of  my 
misfortunes,  I  had  been  infinitely  more  obliged  to 
her.' — With  these  words  he  arose  and  left  the 
room  in  evident  discomposure,  though  at  the 
same  time  so  apparently  overwhelmed  with  me- 
lancholy, that  the  honest  farmer  and  his  wife 
were  dee'J)ly  concerned  for  him.    Emma,  during 
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this  discourse,  had  endeavoared  to  appear,  nay, 
to  persuade  herself  that  she  was  not  interested  in 
it ;  but  her  heart  beat,  her  hands  trembled,  and 
an  involuntary  sigh  escaped  her. 

'Bless  meV  cried  Mrs.  Godwin,  with  much 
surprise,  '  I  never  entertained  the  most  distant 
idea  that  Mr.  WhitmoreWas  married.  I  presume 
his  lady  was  not  acquainted  with  his  misfortune 
till  he  was  almost  able  to  return  home.' 

*  Oh !  yes,'  replied  Mrs.  Delmer,  *  one  of  the 
servants  who  attended  us  went  off  the  day  follow- 
ing ;^but  she  is  too  gay  to  be  easily  alarmed.  In- 
deed I  never  saw  my  brother  so  affected  at  her 
indifference  before.' 

*  My  good  dame,'  replied  the  farmer,  '  thinks 
every  one  should  possess  a  heart  as  susceptible  as 
h^  own.  Had  I  broken  my  arm  I  should  have 
experienced  more  anxiety  from  her  tenderness 
than  from  the  pain,  and  been  in  continual  appre- 
hension of  seeing  her  sink  under  the  fatigue  of 
attending  me.' — William  and  Edwin  at  that  mo^ 
aient\  entered,  and  apparently  seemed  to  have 
changed  characters,  the  first  being  all  gaiety,  the 
latter  depressed  and  lost  in  thought. 

*  I  think  I  might  venture  a  good  wager,'  said 
Mr.  Godwin,  *that  Fanny  Bernard  is  returned  ; 
is  it  not  so,  William?' 

*  Yes,  Sir,  she  will  call  to  see  you  in  the  morn- 
ing; she  would  have  come  to-night,  but  I  pre- 
vented her,  as  she  must  be  fatigued.' 

'  She  will  be  welcome  as  thyself,  my  son,  and 
Agnes  too ;  we  shall  now  see  her  more  frequently, 
as  Fanny  is  returned  to  share  the  domestic  cares.' 
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Mrs.  Delmef  changed  the  d)(KcouFS^>  by  ad^ 
i^emvig  Eidwin  respecting  bis  gojtfig  to  tp^o.  *  I  ' 
hope,'  said  she,  *  you  will  not  giveaaiy  bpotk^r  thf^ 
vexation  of  refusing  his  offer,  as  {  wa  cfiiv^^nced 
hie  will  exert  his  atmost  ijUevest  for  you?  promo- 
tion ;  nay,  to  his  shall  be  adde4  nune«  and  as  Urn 
l9ite  Mr.  Qelnaer  had  powerful  friends,  I  c^n  eii- 
tartain  no  doubt  of  your  success/ 

Edwin  bowed  his  thanks,  after  which  Mr^. 
Deltner  wished  them  a  good  n^ht,  and  retired 
with  Emma. 

The  farmer  thus  left  alone  with  his  wi£$  aad 
a^ns,  Edwin's  affairs  were  the  sole  topic.  *  I  caa 
neither  persuade  you  to  accept,  or  decline  it,  Q^ 
child,'  said  the  good  man;  *  you  alone  must  judge 
what  you  think  conducive  to  yom*  happi^ess^ 
£qu$il  possessor  with  your  brother,  both  of  qay 
Section  apd  property,  there  is  uo  need  to  seek  a 
greater  fortuae,  if  you  can  be  content  m.  the  state 
91  which  Heaven  has  ever  been  please^  to  keep 
me,  without  a  desire  to  change  it.  £fut  if  your 
wishes  le$d  you  to  endeavour  to  g^  wealth, 
make  the  att^atipt ;  a^d  if  you  fail^  my  s^,  return ; 
under  this  hi^mble  roof  you  sh^l  fiiid  welcome, 
and  aparecit's  ari^s  op^oi  to  receive  you.  Yet,  my 
!^dwin,  if  you  deterndeie  in  fitvour  of  tJ^e  turmi^ils 
of  the  great  world,  beware  of  the  i|i(toxicatien  ctf 
pride  and  pleasi^e,  which  inevits^bly  destroy  the 
aeeds  of  vktue ;  beware  of  being  too  sudd^a^ 
elated,  or  too  soon  depre^ed:  the  first  shoi^#  % 
weak  head,  the  second  a  puBi^ani|na^^  Ipye^. 
Seek  reputation  aia^d  honour  opcaily  ap4  boldly; 
but  flatter  UQ  man's  vices  or  foibles  to  gain  ^v^m. 


Let  trtfth  be  the  kv^^i^^Ie  gtiide  of  dB  ycmt  m* 
tions :  Give  ho  proaSiSfe  withoat  ^eliberati^an^  but 
when  once  given,  hoid  it  sacked ;  and  ^mUf ,  rfe*- 
liieii&ber  God^and  in  the  bonr  of  ne^d  he  w4t&o^ 
foirget-5^du/  ^  ^ 

*0h,  toy  father!'  ciS^d  Edwin^  sinking  on  his 
toee;  *  but  Agnes,  tny  beloved  Agfftes — *— -!' 

*  Is  yonr  betrothed  wife, — a  tie  'sacred,  my  son, 
in  the  eight  of  that  Power  who  records  all  oiif 
vows  and  actions?  I  have  wished  to  dd^y  yonr 
taarriage  on  account  of  yo«ryou*h;-but  if  you 
determine  for  a  country  Mft,  I  ato  wiUing  to  re* 
tr&ct  my  opimon,  and  press  Bernard  to  join  your 
hands  at  the  same  time  that  Fanny  and  William 
»e  united ;  but  if  you  resolve  on  a  journey  to 
London,  such  a  step  wt^dd  be  (he^heigtit  of  im-r 
prudence,  as  the  care  of  a  young,  handsome,  and 
toexperienoed  lettiale,  in  a  great  city,  ^must  na- 
tnmlly  take  up  more  of  your  time,  in  yottr  first 
purfeuite,  than  you  coilld  prudently  sjmre;  in  that 
^se,  it  i$  toy  opinion,  you  should  leave  her  with 
her  father  until  you  are  properly  settled,  for,  if  you 
love  her,  you  cannot  wi^h  her  to  partake  those 
4ifficukie«3  you  may  nfeeessarily  meet  on  j'ourin^ 
troduction/ 

The  offer  of  an  immediate  union  wi^i  Agnes 
for  some  momerits  appeared  to  preponderate  tiie 
scale  in  the  mind  of  Edwin,  and 'determine  him 
ill  favour  of  a  country  life ;  yet,  when  reflection 
ptiesented  the  resigning  almost  certain  Wealth  >tf)i 
live  for  ever  in  obscurity,  nay,  to  condemn  Agneisi 
toi^uchastate  when  he  might  raise  her  to  afflu- 
«ace,  he  paused,  and  determined  to  (Struggle  with 


40  THE  FARM&lt  f>F    l 

his  paBsion,  and  rather  reliniquiah  for^a  few  jp^i#i 
the  rapture  of  calliiig  her  his,  thpa.do  botkhjioi-fi  i 
self  aud  her  so  material  an  UvJ^Q^^  .  . )"  v 

'  My  dear  father/  said  he,  after  sameh^fitaAii]^i|^ 
^  I  think,  that  is,  if  you  approve,  I  will  at  leasl^  • 
txj  my  success ;  chance  a|^ears  to  have  tj^own 
this  opportunity  in  my  way,  whicl<  )t  might, ;|»$ 
folly  to  neglect:  Bless  me  then»  ray  respected  . I 
parents :  I  feel  I  shall  be  »icce8|sfi|l^.  an4  ^^9f^   \ 
very  soon,  trust  to  return  and  claim[BQr^  Agves^'  *^ ' 

*  May'st  thou  be  blessed,  my  son.    Yet  let  me 
conjure  thee  to  be  not  too  sanguine  ;  hope  fre* 
quently  leads  us  to  flatter  oiQrselyes  with  fallacious 
expectations,  which  redouble  the  pang^  of  disap- 
pointment.— Nothing  is  certain  in  this  transitory 
state ;  even  I,  who  have  been  blessed  above  the 
common  lot  of  mortals,--fig^  frQm  the  bustle  of  the 
world,— happy  in  a  partner  to  share  my  joys,  and 
cai^s;  ajad  children,  whose  duty  ^.an^nly  l^eeqi]^^ 
led  by  their  afrectiQn,.«-yet  ^yen.l  have  pwi^.w^^; 
sorrow ;  think  then  oji  the  turbulent,  aea^  fi^ftput^U^r 
life  how  much  greater  mu^t  b^  thy  trials :  1  vgmAf* 
not  to  depress,  but  to  prepare  thoe,.  my  soq^  Bi^^, 
the  night  is  far  spent,  let  us  retire,  and  lifanfA;^. 
resolve  thee  for  the  best.'  ;^ 

li^brs.  Godwin  had  not  spoken  during  thi^  dieh/ 
c<mrse,  but  at  the  eonclusion  would  also  hlti^x 
blessed  him;  but  emotion  arising  from  ms^ecoall 
taadermeiss  rendered  h^r  voice  inarticujl#Q,.at(di>i 
pressing  him  in  her  ariQs,  she  followed  heff.hu^ia 
band  to  hi«  chamber.  ,       :     ^v:.  I  nol 

William  remained  silent  whil^  they,  wer^^rpr^^u 
paring  to  ,gQ  to  rest.    The  CQAduct  of  *J&d?\^ii«  h^/'' 
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sfttonished  him,  for  he  had  not  the  most  distant 
idea,  but  what  every  scheme  would  have  been 
relinquished  for  an  immediate  union  with  Agnes : 
What  then  was  his .  disappointment  when  he 
heard  him  resign  it?  He  could  scarcely  credit 
the  evidence  of  his  senses,  nor  could  he  even  yet 
arrange  his  thoughts;  but  bidding  his  brother  a 
good  "night,  in  apparent  uneasiness,  ejaculated, 
'Unhappy  Agnes!  Ah,  Edwin!  thou  hast  either 
less  love  or  more  philosophy  than  me.' 


CHAP.  V. 

The  next  morning  Farmer  Bernard,  on  William 
and  Edwiir's  calling  there,  renewed  the  discourse 
of  the  preceding  evening.  His  heart  was  equally 
ho&est  as  that  of  Godwin,  but  his  understanding 
being  inferior,  he  was  more  fascinated  by  the  offers 
made  to  Edwin,  whom  he  wannly  pressed  to  ac- 
c^t  them,  priding  himself  in  the  idea  that  he 
should  hereafter  look  up  to  a  son-in-law,  who 
would  not  only  constitute  the  happiness  of  his 
bebved  daughter,  but  also  be  the  wealthiest  man 
in  ather  family.  Under  this  persuasion  he  rallied 
iuB  daughters  on  their  dislike  to  bis  departure ; 
for  Fanny  more  openly  expressed  her  disapproba-^ 
tion  than  Agnes,  who  declared,  though  tears  fai- 
led her  words,  that  she  was  perfectly  content  to 
%  f  F 
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acquiesce  in  whatever  Edwin  might  think  wouM 
conduce  to  his  ad vantsige.  Edwin,  thomgh  ilouiAt- 
ed  by  Agnes's  tears,  was,  notwithstanding,' i^o 
strongly  borne  away  by  the  infatuation  6f  ad^titf- 
ing  wealth,  that  it  mastered  every  other  considferi 
lion  ;  and  reinforced  in  this  opinion  by  Berh^d, 
after  tenderly  repeating  his  tows  to  Agnes,  it  was 
determined  he  should  declare  his  acceptance  of 
Whitmore's  proffer  in  the  afternoon. — Thisl)(itf- 
ness  settled,  Fanny,  who  had  not  seen  the^^* 
Godwin,  proposed  a  walk  thither  to  Agnes/  who 
readily  agreed  to  accompany  her.  ^  \  ^   . ./ 

If  Agnes  had  passed  a  disagreeable  night,  'that 
of  Emma  had  not  been  more  pleasant ;  shi^M^W 
not  forget,  even  for  a  moment,  that  Whithidr6  Vas 
married :  *  Yet  what  is  it  to  me  V  said  she,  *  I'shiU 
never  see  him  more  without  Iny  parents  give' roe 
leave  to  visit  Mrs,  Delmer,  and  indeed  TKslVe 
scarcely  any  wish  they  should ;  yet  to  lie  si^^fr'Sft. 
Whitmore's  being  married  is  no  reason  to  pr^wAt 
«ie.  Poor  manj  he  appears  very  unhappy 'J  % 
seems  deserving  of  being  beloved,  so  sensflUfe) 
good-tempered,  and  handsome,  his  wife  mu^^ 
a  strange  character  not  to  endeavour  to  cobdh^te 
his  affections  ;  nay,  her  neglect  of  him,  wUen'^e 
knew  his  arm  was  broken,  ^how^  she  must  nare 
an  unfeeling  heart ;  j(br  iiad  he  been  my  h^^bdtid.,' 
concluded  Emma,  *  I  woidd  even  havie  watlked 
twice  the  distance  that  separated  them, '  Htymet 
than  any  other  should  have  taken  thoeae  caret*  tifat 
properly  bdonged  to  me.'  •  *  *  '  ^ 

In  the  morning  Whitmone  was  the*fifgt'iri"fte 
parlour,  where  he  was  soon  joined  hf  M^.^i 
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l^rs,. Godwin:  *]\fy  friends,'  said  he,  *j  know 
not  hcHvv  to  apologise  for  my  behaviour  of  last 
«ight  J  yet,  if  you  knew  my  unhappiness,  I  think 
I  should  stajid  excused,  though  in  truth  ray  mis- 
fortune^ he^ve  no  right,  even  for  a  moment,  to  cast 
a  gloom  on  your  happiness :  yet,  when  I  contera- 
pla,te  the  bliss  possible  to  be  enjoyed  in  the  marri- 
l^<stat4  and.  compare  it  with  my  own  misery,  I 
c^oinoti  forb^r  accusing  fortune . of  unkindiiess.' 
.,!  *  My  dear  sir,'  interrupted  Godwin,  *  I  entre^^t 
you  not  to  mention  it,  and  am  extremely  sorry 
;jp^  do  tiot  enjoy  that  happiness  you  appear  so 
.VfiU.to  merit/ 

,.^Ybitmor^  replied  only  by  a  sigh;  bethought 
l^|i)?.pdque  he  could  not  avoid  showing  the  night 
-jii^Cpi^  r^qjaired  sooie  apology,  and  therefore  had 
.^gterju^edtp  persuade  the  good  farmer  that  his 
HVit^Oionial  discontents  totally  originated  in  his 
H^dy^^^  ^circumstance  which  he  thought  would 
.ficcMji^e  his  conduct  to  the  family,  and  perhaps  in- 
qpifi^  the., gentle  breast  of  Emma,  to  whom  lie 
jp^gjefl  it  would  be  repeated,  with  pity,  a  senti- 
^n^q^tjb^.  had.no  doubt  some  time  to  improve  into 
.ojQi^,  (ndre.cpn^eniiil  to  his  wishes- 

The  entrance  of  Mrs.  Delmer  and  Emma  pre- 
XWted..;m0re  conversation  on  Mr.  Whitmoife's 
hmly  discontents  ;  but  he  saw  with  secret  exult- 
,  ^tipn  that  the  lively  features  of  Emma  were  over- 
:  lyv^d  with  an  uncommon  cast  of  seriousness,  a 
circumstance  that  not  a  little  flattered  him  with 
fuccei^in^tbeplan  he  meditated  in  recompense 
fQrt^e  liospitaihy  he  had  received  :  Indeed,  in 
this  case  he  conceived  that  no  injnrj^  could  accrue. 
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%,q9u]jd  he  g$yba  Emmsu's  h^mrt^  the  ohUgHtion 
^Qi(14  be  mutual^  ^h^ahoiUd  ^m^  \m^  fbiteaei 
9fl4>  -fro"^  the  pxi^udiQea  Qf  a  couatfy^life  «id 
9^f;ra^>  ^ucaUoOr'l>^  4'a}8fe4  M  Q&ce  tOvUeiilir 
^vy,  of  the  wqmeo,  «pd  tha  de^ei  of  th&i  meto 
J^ad^ber  brqthers  been  affluent^,  they  might  haw 
}^en  expected  to.  recent  m<^  i^Qi  insalti^Kibot 
T^hitmore  feared  no  man^rhb  JWoisd  :|(¥a9i>€flrer 
ready  to  defend  the  vices  of  its  owner ;  and  iutiiOf 
ijase;the  ai^g^r  of  tw<^  simple  youths  th^  mth^s  o( 
§1^:  ^e^fip^ther,  or  .the  £(ngui$h:i>f>ifi^.^wmJ9ipeiif: 
partner,  never  intruded  o^.  hi^din^giiMitionv/  cSism 
^  Jii^  p^sisions^  they  hor^  him  Ujica  a  j^idU^tr^nt 
^sxp^t  ^U  impedin^ent,  redqubliagt  hgr  oJtotrei> 
4qi^  fsu^d  diflBic<dty;  s^  that^T^noB/^^ecjfa^iLtf^ 
fi;n jBoiy  ,purpo^e^  the  yivacitjnrf.feis^tifmpwi  tod 
^OfP  of,  his,eciu<5?ijfcio»^,  i?epree«|t€idi  sthefe^itoitt 
%yras,j^jjgagedMia9  depetidaa*  9fcWflfdi*isQMi>to 
lj^j?^qcpmpJi$hed-  ;,-. J <,;.,•.. x  -iTtiVjeid 

I  ;5^r^akf^st  was  hardly  o»ver.  before  Williaio/bBi 
-^dwji^^.e^tered,  accompanied  by..FainiynwdiAt^ 
n^  unconscious  of  beauty,  tho'  iain      \t,A  ^nnui 

^  ,      ;,.  .  t  .  ••      .   -•    ii;  bj3»i 

*  As  opening  flowVa  untainted  yet  witiiwiiid."     '    '^ii* 

•  .•   •  .        ,        '■-...,•.■■;'  'li 

i  Eanny  wilh  a  frankness  that  peeolferly  ^i^ 
tingnisbed  her,  regardless  of  the  strangers',  'fleVif 
to  salute  Mrs.  Godwin,  then  threw  hi^r  armsfottdA 
the  venerable  fether  of  her  lover :  *  Bless  thfee,  tuy 
child,'  exclaimed  the  good  man,  kissing  her  witli 
the  aflfection  of  a  parent,  *may  Heaven  hereafeer 
feward  thy  duty  and  innocence  wkh  chflW^ri 
feuitless  in  mind  and- form  as  thyself/      -      ^     '^ 


J 
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iofiAmetii'  itivbliintarily'  arti6«lated  William, 
yiei»ii^his>  fiither  and  intended  wife  witii  a  rap": 
tuife  ^kt^^aire  redoubled  animation  to  his  fine 
ittrfc^ye*.  A  nwMnentiaiy  blush  suffused  the  face 
of>iFaiuiy;-  but  mleiitly  thanking  Mr.  Godwin 
mkU  ^Isimy'^he  hi^i^tehed  to  testify  her  affecitioii 
to'Emhxa^  white  A^esy  equally  lovely;  but  more 
tinnd^4'epla<^d4ier'fo  th^  ^rtiis  of  the  respectable 
ftStkii  I)*i'J  f'l'i'  •'''  ■ '  ■■  .         . 

io^Wfcs^^ybener-Sjaifi  Whitmo^^  in  a  low  voice 
fcp4ri«^«ist^/twhO'  bad  withdrawn  towards  the 
imldb  w$f  f>iH<a^  en<f  hanti»ig  Women  !* 
ixi^PaskJWe,'' r^li^d  Mrs,  Delmter,  carelessly 
^deiP^k^'  ^gn^^^'with'  scrutinising^  attention,  M 
ktfk  >«id€aff ouririg'  tb  discover  defects  iri^  a  face 
kdd  fiitqi  tlileit  envy  it^dtf  must  have  pronounced 
dudtk^s^  i^i The  family  cong^tulatiofas  6ver,  Whit- 
fi^d^^Y^aiidedv*  with  his  niatural  ea^e  and  good^ 
breeding,  and  j  oined  in  the  conversation.  Emmd^ 
m^bxm^^hifSovej  be  had  thought  a  finished  Ttiodel 
(iflntioiiseiitbeauty;  but  now,  though  he  bbuldnot 
allow  her  eclipded,  he  saMr  at  least  equalled,  and 
had  there  been  the  smallest  room  for  hope  of  gain- 
ing an  intereirt  in  the  bosom  of  the  fair  sisters,  his 
heart  would  have  cherished  passion ;  but  as  it 
i||^,  $agb  fortified  by  an  afi<p^tion  that  precluded 
h^l^at^ering  himself  with  success,  he  contem«- 
j^^d  wly  lUnma  as  equally  lovely,  and  doubly 
^^ir]pJi)|e,  jas  her  heart  was  not  prepossessed,  or, 
^)9l;h^fFise,  only  partial  to  himself. 
I  rJMw-  Deliner,  who,  in  spite  of  pride  or  wealth, 
fo)^pi4  a  strong  inclination  to  love  Edwin,  was  not 
quite  so  secure.  In  Agnes  she  beheld  a  beloved  and 
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much  to  be  dreaded  rival,  and  ^ugH.£hp  coiild 

boast  affluence,  accomplishn^entfw.  aftdfa.  lM^f§pa 

generally  allowed  handsome,  she  w^s  bj^nptm^s 

certain  whether  the  weak  prejudice^  of. ^Ed win 

might  Aot  lead  him  to  prefer  the  hiimb)^  viUa^jc 

maid,  unadorned  but  by  nature,  and,  ricli»  pnly  in 

-worth  and  innocence :  She  indeed  jSatter^^  J^rM'' 

that  the  partiality  she  felt  for  the  handsQp^f^  riJ^tic 

was  merely  the  effect  of  being  immured,  j]^  the 

country,  wh^e  fto  moie pleasing  object, hjidf.j)ire- 

sented ;  yetanumfeerof  circurastaace^mj^^Jj^e 

proved  to  a  cirious  observer,  that  Edwin^.^onr^y^cf 

Unintentionally,  had  a  firmer  hold  on  b^r^affep^fpns. 

She  had  been  satisfied,  nay  apparentlyh^ppj^]ii:)^6 

it  Ihglewood,  though  deprived  of  all  tbos^fjafcs);U|Q]|- 

'able  amusements  and  gratificatioi^,  jtli^t  §h)aJbi^ 

i^onsidered  during  the  life  of  her  huLsbaiid  ^o  e§^- 

tial  to  her  felicity,  and  which  sl^had  b^^eainjt^e 

to  pariake  as  soon  as  etiquette  woulc^  permits  |l?be 

idea  once  started  of  Edwin's  going-  wk(i  tbf^pht^ 

io^Ti,    she  warmly  espoused  it,    and  anxi^u^ 

wished  to  i^e  him  placed  in  a  mannev  dhe  coi^- 

dered  more  respectable,  without  escamii^i^gl)^' 

own  heart  for  the  real  motive.     Whitmor^  wiw 

not  blind  to  this  partiality,  though  it  was  fitr  fr^p 

being  suspected  by  any  one  else-  Now  and  th^q^ 

gave  him  awkward  sensations,  but  which  we?p 

Iquickiy  vanished   hy  hie  favourite  tenets,,  jl^t 

all  were  free  agents,  and  passions  ^vea  to  be  gi*^ 

tified,  and  so  his  sister  preserved  the  respect  of  tbf 

world,  and  her  rank  in  society ;  for  he  had  n<^tl^^ 

most  distant  idea  of  her  sinking  it  in  an  iU-auitf4 

tnarriage.  He  cared  little  about  a  transitory  amoiir, 
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though^  had  any  oneresflected  on  his  suiter's  chas- 

4%;  hfe'^fimld  have  defended  it  with  his  life;  yet 

'•heiiiie^  ftoite  afl^         of  her  person  or  virtue,  but 

'ttdi'el^WB^atise  custom  demanded  su^ch  conduct 

ifi  d  man  oihon&wfi    tn  sliort,  afflu(?nce,  and  the 

COTcbmilahtevfls  of  having  it  in  his  power  to  gra*- 

'  tifjl^^iill  hi^  mibles  and  vices,  had  perverted  a'soul^ 

'^^ttii^ly  noble  and  Iw-ave,  to  rendca*  him  merely 

aiittbdiiM  man  of  fashion. 

•^^ '  Alitet'  d  sfety  of  two  hours  Fanny  and  Agnei 
tM^k'ieaie  of*  the  family,  and  returned,  accompat 
nSrii^'fey^he1f*,lovers.  Mr.  Godwin  withdrew  to 
'Miffll^l&si  his  wife  to  superintend  her  dairy,  Mv. 
Whitiai^e  tti  *his  apartment,  and  soon  after.  Mjc§. 
mhii^td'heirV,  com^laihiiig  of  a  slight  indispbsi^ 
Sow,  ;thbfrgli'in  reality  bser  only  sickness  was  the 
'fcrianty  of  A^nes,  aiid  the  fear  of  supplanting  so 
Bin^eirdA^  a  rfyal;  Emina  thus  left  alone,,  for 
'ic»ii!€f'*ti^  I  indulged  a  thousand  melancholy 
Ibouglit^^  i&he  had  formerly  been  a  sti-ariger  to, 
'ii^  ail  Which  had  only  existence  since  the  intro^ 
iitdti^in  of  Whitihore  at  the  Forekt!  Atlengtli, 
Wiary  witb  unprofitable  thinking,  and  in  no  hu- 
ro>Of^tf6  resume  the  little  domestic  cares  tiaat  used 
{(/'aMiJi66  her,  she  carelessly  took  up  a  book  Sthat 
'Mrs.  Bebner  had  accidentally  left  on  the  table, 
It' was  ail  elegantly  written  fiction,  in  which  the 
Iidi^6,  unable  to  combat  his  passion  for  a  njarried 
'Ir^Maan,  had  terminated  his  existence.  Emma's 
Bfeairt  wnas  not  formed  of  unfeeling  materials,  and 
tlie 'catastrophe  cost  her  many  tears.  The  heroine 
**a8 represented  virtuous,  yet  she  apparently  loved 
the  sUicide ;    circumstances    that    Emma  iad 
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thought  mcompatible ;  for  how,  had  ever  before 
whispered  her  innocent  heart,  can  a  good  woman 
love  any  man  but  her  husband?  The  hapless 
lover  too  was  mentioned  with  pity  and  tender- 
ness, sentiments  in  which  the  humanity  of  Emma 
coincided ;  but  no  one  deplored  what  she  had 
ever  been  taught  to  believe,  that  suicide  was  everr 
lasting  perdition ;  nor  was  she  displeased  at  the 
omission  of  this  circumstance,  the  tenderness  of 
her  disposition  leading  her  to  sympathise  with  the 
sufferer,  and  pity  those  errors  her  education  had 
taught  her  to  abhor. 

Thus  did  the  dangerous  elegance  of  a  pathetic 
tale  at  once  undermine  *  all  that  the  priest  and 
nurse  had  taught,'  and  which  her  father  had  nevar 
contradicted,  leaving  those  ideas  implanted  on  the 
mind  which  he  thought  might  tend  to  the  general 
good,  or  otherwise  trusting  to  time  and  reason  to 
develope,  in  the  breasts  of  his  children,  sentiments 
which  he  found  inexplicable,  consonant  with  the 
philanthropy  that  actuated  all  his  thoughts  ancit 
actions ;  for  his  heart,  like  uncle  Toby's,  would 
not  have  damned  the  devil  himself  to  all  eternity, 
much  less  the  errors  of  fallible  mortality.  Weak-, 
ness  and  folly  he  considered  with  pity,  and  when 
in  his  power  endeavoured  to  i*eclaim ;  but  vice 
and  cruelty  he  saw  with  an  abhon*ence  that  made 
its  perpetrators  ever  shunned  by  him. 

Whitmore,  who  had  loitered  from  his  apartment 
to  the  garden,  passed  the  window,  and  perceiving 
Emma  alone,  pushed  by  the  woodbines  that 
almost  obscured  it,  and  entered  into  conversation 
with  her.— *  Good  Heaven!'  cried  he,  withinsi- 
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mi^tifi^  tenderness,  *  you  have  been  weeping,  my 
lovely  fipiend  ;  pardon  iiiy  intmsion,  but  surely, 
after  the  kijadness  f  ha:ve  experienced,  t  may  be 
sulbwed  to  ifeelan  interest  in  tie  soirrows  of  on$, 
whoio  numberless  circutnstahces  have  cbhtributed 
ito  render  dear  to  me/ 

^Indeed,'  replied  Emma,  'I  belteve  few  "people 
Have  less  real  cause  for  sorrow' than  myfeelT,  blest 
^Tara  Willi  kind  and  afffefctionate  relatives ;  biit 
to  confess  the  truth,  this  book  of  Mi^.tlelrii^V 
toaiflecteJ  me  greatly,  though  I  suppose  it*  fs 
not  true ;  uay,  I  hppe  not,  foi^  the  idfa  is  dread- 
M  :^nd  though  our  curate  says  there  is  no  pardon 
«^'gjii^iiie,  r  trust  he  is  mistaken.'  /  \ 

,  **C/an  ybu  doubt  itf  replied  Whitmore.  *God 
Wjtoo  merciful  to  puiiish  errors  which  fatal  neces- 
Wty  obliges  us  to  commit :  Priests,  indeed ^  of  all^ 
apjes^  "have  promulgated  doctrines  to  keep  weak 
^ftds'in  awe ;  but  cah  you,  gentle  Emnia,  for  ^ 
momeht  suppose,  that  sentiments,  which  are  'the 
ft«ult;of  reflection  and  reason,  can  be  culpable'?* 


^  not.  ^4ie  unhajppy  siiieide  there  repi-e- 
seated  loved  it  is  true  a  married  woman',  biit 
65[e  w|ioni  a  number  of  untoward  circumstances 
iad  m^de  such  without  her  heart  being  consulted, 
an4  in  which  situation  she  might  perhaps  have 
r^maiiied'  passably  content  during  life,  had  not 
tliat  imperceptible  attraction  ivhich  unites  some 
hearts  convinced  her  of  her  mistake,  and  her  lover 
^nis  misery ;  for  nothing  to  hope,'  added  he,  with 
|8|gh^  *  an  insuperable  bar  being  placed  between 
Sim  and- the  object  of  his  dearest  wishes,  who  can 
Qondeibn  him  for,  throwing  9ff  a  load  which  he* 
foundt  ii]^iipportabIe  ?  Believie  pie  there  are  situa*^ 
3  G 
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tions  which  demand  more  fortitude  to  sustain 
tbai^  falls  to  the  sh^re  of  weak  mort^ity.  Ymi, 
i^y  fa|r  firiend,  who  are  made  to  be  osdyonce^ 
seen  and  for  ever  idolised,  can  form  iio  idea  of  thd 
toypaents^of  dcispairing  aflfection.';  Th^  eutvatice 
of  the  old  servant  to  lay  the.clotk  here  broke  off. 
the  discourse,  and  Whitmore  withdrew  fmuo^the 
window  to  join  the  hospitaMa  party!  at  :diiuier«»^ 
.The  cloth  was  no  sooner  removed  ths^  Whi<>» 
,  iT^re,  who  could  not  possibly  fi^ame  toy  e^^msm 
lor  ^a  longer  stay  ^  mentioned  his  inteptionof  ^quiti 
ting  InglewQod  in  two  days,  e^ipreasing  hi&vri^bei 
that  Edvnn  would  aocompany  hina^      .    »   .  i  J 

The  young  man  accepted  his  offer,  with^fi^od^l 
thanks,  saying,  '  as  he  had  his  lather's  p^rioia^d 
be  vf((Hdd  att^ad  him,  and  endeavour  to  in^ffJAib^ 
kindness/  -  .•■    ;  ;i  i-  -u 

Mrsv Delmer's  eyes  at  tiiis  reply  spaTkLddn^tii 
pleasure,  while  Whitmore  expressed  hiasattefocr? 
tioii  ia  the  wannest  tenms,  declaring,  that  ^)la1irq 
ever  successful  he  might  be  in,  his  attj^mpti^to 
serve  Edvnn,  yet  the  obligation  lanst  ey^enxeotiftiil 
oi^ his. side.'  ,      ..  *7 


CHAP.  VI.  M^ 

I^aTHiNG  material  passed  the  day  interv^ng 
Whitmore's  departure,  the  whole  &mily  :b^0B 
much  dispirited,,  even  Edwin,  thowgh  atiiind 
^l9<t^  with  the  |latt;eruig  prospect  befoi^e  fakai 
e«itld  not,  ufimov^d,  think  o&  a-sjepamtio&itoitai 
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parents  so  beloved,  and  the  woman  whose  hap- 
piness^  "had  hitherto  been  his  first  and  dearest 
cdnsidaration.    ' 

-  Tbe 'evening  previous  to  his  departure,  in  pre*- 
ibncc}  of  William  and  Eanny,  he  renewed  his'vowd 
to  Agttes,  who  could  osly  answer  with  her  tears, 
coMBBiing  heir  face  in  the  bosom  of  her  sistef, 
while  be'€irticulated  an  adieu  scarcely  audible, 
Afft  for(?©d  himself  away,  goaded  on  by  ambition; 
tkoqgh'at  the  tome  time  he  was  more  than  half 
i&cliMd  to^reitnquish  all  for  love. 

In  the  morning,  after  repeated  fereweflls,  thief 
it^fMUm  took  their  way  towards  die  metropolis, 
leamngitbeanxiotis  Farmer  and  his  wife,  with 
fithtta^f Wtttching  the  carriage  while  it  r^mailied 
in  sight ;  the  aged  pair  in  silent  prayers  for  the 
tttfety  olC  thi^ir  son,  and  Emma,  though  her  eyes 
o^tMdwed  with  tears,  exulting  in  the  futuri 
pfiOd]f)e^t/ that  Edwin  would' return  possessed- of 
fifoi><|si(lisilbh«i^  heart  had  lately  thought  soessen^ 
Mto  hmoan  happiness. 

William  had  risen  at  the  earliest  dawn  of  day; 
and  taken  an  affectionate  though  melancholy 
adieu  of  his  brother,  whom  he  entreated  not  to  be 
displeased  that  he  did  not  stay  to  see  him  depart, 
as  he  thought  his  presence  at  Bernard's  might, 
in  some  measure,  aHeyiate  tlie  sorrow  with  which 
the  gentle  sisters  appeared  overwhelmed; 
i^itfidwte,  having  acquiesced  ihttie^  propriety  of 
dw>aneasiire,  William  immediately  repaired  to 
Bmtiaisd's,- where  he  found  them  already  risen, 
titoiri$ci«el}en  eye$  suffidentJy  bearing  teBtimony 
cf'ti^eii?ihimi|g  passed  a;  restlei^i^ght.  •  William 
exerted  all  his  endeavours  to  soothe  the  mind  of 
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AffibWy  repfesentiDg  the  absence  of  £dwm  m 
tvirmX^  allnd  which  would  be  gteatly  aHeriated  by 
the  weekly  receipt  of  letters ;  he  also  urged  his 
flattering  ptfospects,  and  finally,  what  appeared 
to  hiBure  still  more  weight,  that  he  had  no  dimbt 
b«t  tlmt  in  a  few  mojiths  Edwm  wouM  return^ 
and  <^aiin  her  promised  hand.    True  friendship 
sehioin  fails  of  its  effect,  espiecially  when,  assisted 
by  such  welcome  alignments.    By  degrees  Agrifes 
became  mojre  reconciled  to  t^e  sepdration;*  aiid 
though  she  still  continued  to  aigh,  her  grief  was.    J 
ne^h^  ^o  agonising  to  herself,  or  so  painful,  to^    1 
others. .  On  her  quitting  the  room,r-r^*GeBerou6. 
William !'  said  Fanny,  '  will  you  ever  tbus4fiin»iify 
share,  my  sorrows?  for,  in  alleviating  <diosB:of 
Agnes,  how  have  you  calmed  n»ne!!   But  wlij!t> 
do  X  ask,  wheul^know  you  will?  >A11 1  fearrisi^. 
that  tay  utmost  efforts  will  noTer  be  sufficient' ta 
show  my^  gratitude,'  • 

While  the  tears  sttU  flowed  fnar  fidwin's^det* 
parture,  Mr.  Whitmore,.  with  his  sisterrand  ptfo«> 
tege^,  by  eaay  stages  arrived. at  his  elegant  -nilla, 
where  be.  was  received  by  Mrs,  l^hitmofe,  nOtJ 
with  the  inquiring  tenderness. of  a  wife,. but  with 
the  reiinedpcditeness  of  an  accomplished  but  c^m^' 
men  ftcquaimtanice,  Whitmore  having  coldly  mi' 
luted  her,  first  presented  his  lister,,  then  £dwin( 
the  formetshe  reeeif^ed  with  agenteel  compliment^ 
b;at)  tb^lat^er  ooly  excited  a  staare  of  JEistonisStment; 
f&r  thoAigh  Edwin  mighthavebeen  clasaed  ameng' 
themiOJit  finisbed  of  nature's  works,  hestill  waitted 
]|uaadl»erle»  appendages  to  teake  him  a  fine  gemtle-^ 
man$  suchaa 'a  fashionable  tailor  and  hair^^dresser/ 
an  nnbhishmg  confidence,  t<^ther  with  a  l<m^ 
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imnofetdetrnts.  These  fdshionabieiDtrDductoiieg 
tf^ing  wanting,  MT-Whitmorewasofbli^dtolSittd 
B^sobi^titote^^ — *To-  this  young  man's  father/  Mid 
he,  'lam  under th^e  greater  oblig^ioni»,  and  hate 
tiewiforetaklJii  the  *are  of  hi»  fortune  on  ttiyself ; 
Uswutftvidse  h^te  tf^iU  evaporate  daily.;  t  faat@  ' 
DO  doubt  In  a  siilgle  year  to  see  him  so  met4iftOr<- 
l^oded^  that'his  neareist  friends  will  not  kn^w  hinai' ' 

Mrs.  Whitmore  coldly  bid  him  wetcottie^  and 
retiied^th  her  sister  to  dress,  where  *«he  MC)ir# 
particularly  inquired  concerning  him :  *  What « 
rodtic !'  exclaimed  she :  *  surely,  when  Mr.  WMt^ 
more  hod  {>aid  for  the  trouble  heha^d  given,  it  tras 
ma&dc^mnry  to  encumber  hfm^lf  with  this  1^;  '{i>f 
^hat  ott  h^  po^bly  do  with  him?  It  is  plain  fa^ 
don't  inti^d  Mm  for  a  domestic  by  his  iritr^dUc* 
tim,  andf  Mktith  hia  curled  locks'  and  rosy  che^ks^ 
l^tisrfik  fot  nothing  else/  .   k  r>^ 

'  I  cannot  agree  with  you,'  replied  Mrs;  Bf^m^r  $ 
*  I  think  his  |)0ri^n,  when  risnderad  a  little  m(yre 
fashsonaMe,  might  gr&ce  any  situation  v  bmidi^/ 
my  ^brother  had  no  -other  way  of  lowing  his  gra-^ 
titeide  to  tbeifsaLihilyy  as  they  re^fiosed  ali  pe<^iiiary 
r^eompence;  for,  though  f^i^mers,'  their  sifidd.t$otif 
is  perfectly  easy.  The  young  mati  hus  teAH)^ 
had  a  good  education,  and  I  think  has  the  finest 
hair,  eyes,  and  teeth,  I  ever  saw.''  *  ' 

'My  dear  sdi^r,'  returned  Mite;  Whittoore, 
hngfainag^  'your  iTxng  residence  in  th^  doMrkt^ 
with'  your  late  «po^e  may  have  given  y^u  a  tlM^fit 
fl}sithe*xmK^altivated  beauttes^^  mittf^  *  \M.^ibt 
ttid,!  whoiu^ve  beentoed  and  w^ftded  m  thi^  highlit' 
degree  oi  h&hion;l  must  ccmfessl  pr^i^  the<^x- 
oticsweeto  of  the  orange  dowert^the  «nc«ttivated 
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fragjra^c^  of  th^.  woodbine.  Beindes,  he  is  a  mere 
nobody^  a  pieaaaat,  a  fainneE's  son;  aikd  did  all  the  ' 
graces  tljat  ever  pp^te  feigned  centre  in  this  Gory^ 
don,  what  wQuld  it  aVtaiJi,  when,  he  Jcnows  not 
how  to  use  them  ?  Why,  be  can  neitiier  wrik, 
da^ce,  or  talk,  Uke  a  man  of  the  worW ; .  howey^j 
I  confess  he  has  arable  master,  and  in  a  tsbMrt 
tii^e  we  shall  be  able  to  jiuj^e»o{  his.geiiius.'  <  > 

Mrs,  Deliner,.gla4jto  change  the  tsubjecVbbgan^' 
a  number  of  inqv^iries,  which  heat  msteifjik^smiN 
cessarily  obliged  to  q^nswar,  aood*  that  ibqoq  ^Aroite 
the  rugtic  Edwin  from  her^tbonghto. .'     iii   »      no>,  ! 

The  behaviour  of  Mrs.  Whitraoue  to  Edwro  inn 
futqjce  wa^  polite^  but  distant^  wif  f<^&'I'AEdrihaft[^ 
shQuld  she  be  more  condescending,  heaoghtjifbr^^ 
getthe.dist^mce  fortune  had  pl^edbetifeenthas;!^ 
that  of  Mr.  Whitmore  and  Mrs.  IXelmeit^  je&^liysni 
contrary,  was  friendly  and  warm ;  4>utiijB  noiriie»^:^ 
tion  was  for  some  time  made  of  the'SiliJiati0hkli3Mt 
signed  for  him,  it  gaire  him  uniaftSiiiessvaaiie»wf9)> 
too  clear-^ighted  not  to  view  the  bebavofonnof  Mvk^  . 
Whitmore  in  its  proper  lighli.    In;  hia  letters  ttQ- 
his  father  and  Agues  he  expressed  himMlf  per- 
fectly satisfied;  but  in  one  to  his  brother  William 
he  was  more  explicit. 

*  My  dear,  brother,  •    »  :  J  !^^ 

f  Although  I  have  to  my  father  and  AgnesidiAv// 
clared  myself  content,  yet  to  you  I  will  notidiB^^  ^ 
guise  that  I  almost  repent  leaving  Inglewoodu  ^ 
The  manners  of  the  people  here  are  so:  diffefexltih 
from  ours,  that  they  both  disgust  aad  distrefiej/nseh  /^ 
I  am  frequently  laughed  at  for  blu8hillg^^«»l:»^ 
candour,  which  we  have  been  taught  to  prize  so 
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highly,  is  banished    from  among   them ;   while 
religion  is  treated  as  a  jest,  and  scarcely  ever 
mentioned  bnt  with  ridicule !     AW  this,  my  dear 
bni^her,  is  very  disagreeable  to  me;  yet  the  hopes 
of  .that  advantage  which  influenced  me  to  leave 
those  so  diear,'  mtist  enable  me  to  bear  it.    How 
ofeMi^  WilKatn,  do  I  wish  niy  tamper  was  more 
siHybr  to  yoncs!  th^  allows  that  might  foe  thrown 
at  my  oanntry  edncalion  and  manners  would  Ml 
haEQfdes^ ;  for  ydu  would  disregard  and  despise 
thfm^wiiilte,^  x)n  the  contrary,  I  am  humiliated  hy 
ridMnAe^QAd^almoirt'ashanied  of  being  a  fantieV^ 
son.    I  blush  to^  relate*  this  even  to  you,  though 
inryovr bbsom^l  know  my  weakness  is  safe.  -'  We 
aiiei^tlaliMr.iWkitrtiOTfe's  country-hduse,  where 
w6<hatifciwttKrh  catAfiany :  His  lady  is  also  hei^e ; 
sh©(bi*flryhittddDi3i«^8lild  accomplished,  but  her 
insAffaa^hleipHde  t^'  ia^  makes  her  totaEy  disa- 
gr€9Bableif  fidiBieqw^llyJ^liid  as  when  at  the  Forest, 
andiljfastersia  dojubt  will  stridtly  keejp  his  word  in 
resfNeebtefioefth^e^dre  hide  my  discontents  frotn  " 
mjRaBebtTanateparfe^t^  ^nd  my  bdoved  Agnes,  a 
sepaationlfromiff^hom  h^ngs  heiavy  oil  my  heart. 
f-»q  Aiieu,  and  bfelieve  me  ever  yours, 
>        '^  -  E.  Godwiii.  ": 

The  happiness  of  his  worthy  parents,  and  that 
of  the  gentle  Agnes,  was  too  neigtr  the  heart  of 
Wiffiam  forhimtoshowthe  fbtegoirig^  fetter,  not 
e^«Ll  Faniiy  bfeing '  trusted  with  the  contents, 
Di  ifleoin:  his  own  bosom  he  execrated  the  hour 
tl  It  E*win  left  the  Forest;  nor  did  he  fail  to 
m  iterspeedSy,  aaid  entreat  hisr  return;  or,  i{  he 
d  Ixnain^d  txa^atay,  co^jiired-Mm  to  preserve  his 


mOar^s  ittumpair^d,  to  be\eare  of  ill  examples^ 
nor  suffer  himself  to  b;^  too  sooa  elated,  or  yet 
weakly  d^»sse4.  . 

'A.iioblQ  niiiHlji  ^dwinj'  said  be  in  the  coscIq- 
^on  of  hifi.lett^r^  '  isi  wt  degraded  by  the  score 
of  the  uAworjthy-  Art  thoM  w>t  an,  honest  man, 
^  l^ipffle^aijip^rior  to  the^itin  distioctions  of  wealth? 
BelieYie  mp^  I  ^ovXd  m>t  exchange  it  iorany  uar 
9)eiat9i9g  soijiAd  ths^t  fortune  could  bi^stow^  e^ea 
though  pride  should  add  the  choice  of  afl  the 
^QiOnsters  that  heraldry  ev»  createdi.  Edwin,  we 
are  the  sons  of  a  virtuous  ajad  honest  Farmer,  a 
ipanrespejcted  by  his.  neighbours,  and  beloved  by 
the  po.or.;  for  the  labour  of  no  execrating  slave 
^ri^hc&.him,  but  wholesome  industry  and  indc- 
pend^i^ce,  h^ud  in  hand  accompany  him  through 
Hf^,  SjEipred  then  i^  the  trufjt  reposed  in  us;  lelt 
it  bQ  om  glory  ta  preserve  his  name  unsullied^ 
^nd  tr^LQ^inH  it  trotajcnished  to  our  descendants. 
B;e^ujp%  thi$^.;  Edwin,  the  Farmer's  son^  though 
^QOrn^d  wpofete  circles,  is.  here  beloved,  andhk 
%b^»c>e.hftijrly!  Ijtmented ;  no  degrading  conces- 
?IQ»s.  Willi  b.^  e*^p^ted ;  on  y.6nc  return  all  wiU 
be  joy  ?M%d  hapiuony,  the  only  contentions  who 
shall  CAr^sg  you  most.' 

Before  Edwin  received  this  letter  he  was,  how- 
ftv^r^.WPrerieqonciliadtp  hte  aitiwttion,  the  ki»d- 
w^m  oi  Mi^^  Lelmer  a»d  hw  broker  in  some 
Qdeasure  conap^n^ng  for  the  hakteur  of  Mrs. 
"Whitmoi^e;  hp  therefore  wrote  an  immediate  re- 
ply to  \!<fiUia3ft,  affectionately  thanking  him/bbt 
d^clioi&g  to  return,  as  Mr.  Whitmore  was  soon 
to.  r^n^oye  to  Lo^doii,  where  he  hoped  U)  he 
placed  ip.  the  promised  independencd. 
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in  respect.'— Fanny  thus  pressed  determined  to 
obey  her  ifather,  and  accordingly,  on  Sunday,  a(j- 
companied  by  Agnes,  Emma,  William,  and  their 
respectable  parents,  attended  the  parish  church, 
where  they  were  scarcely  seated  when  (their  nev^ 
iajjyof  the  manor)  Mrs.  Palmer  entered.  All 
eyes  were  turned  on  their  new  comer,  until  the 
curate;  in  an  audible  voice,  demanded,  for  the  last 
time,  *  whether  there  was  any  lawful  impediment 
s^ainst  the  union  of  William  Godwin  and  Frances 
Bernard  ?*  This  at  once  changed  the  object  of 
cnfiosity,  all  eyes  fixing  on  the  intended  bride 
in3  bridegroom ;  nor  did  Mrs.  Palmer  need  any 
one  to  point  out  the  parties,  the  downcast  looks 
anil  blushing  cheeks  of  Fanny,  the  eyes  of  Wil- 
liam, *  with  love  illumined  high,'  fixed  with  raptii- 
roas,  yet  chastened  expression,  on  his  future  wife^ 
proclaimed  at  once  the  happy  pair,  ^  '  ^  •  '  = 
.  Never  before  had  honest  Bemaird  imposed  so 
pajnfiil  a  task  on  his  daughter,  as  that  of  attend- 
ing him  to  church  in  so  critical  a  situation,  and 
if  asisincerely  rejoiced  when  she  reached  Mr.  God- 
win's, where,  with  her  father  and  sister,  she  had 
promised  to  pass  the  afternoon  :  In  short,  seated 
by  her  beloved  William,  a;nd  siirrounded  by  ap- 
jproving  friends,  she  had  almost  forgot  the  disa- 
jp-eeable  sensations  of  the  morning,  when  Bernard, 
wW  was  nearest  the  window,  suddenly  exclaimed, 
^Why,  as  I  live,  here  comes  otrr  new  lady :  what 
, can  possibly  bring  her?*  Before  any  conjecture 
couWb'e  made  on  the  reason  of  this  visit,  the  lady 
Kaii  approached  so  near  the  g^te,  that  politeness 
required  Mr.  God  will  should  4dvan(ie  to  meet 
her.— « You  are  welcome,  Madam,'  said  the  good 
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man:  *will  yott  add  to  yOur  condescension  by 
accepting  a  seat  after  your  walkf  The  ladjr 
having  acquiesc^,  followed  him  into  the  par<^ 
lour,  where  the  whole  party  instantly  rose  to  re^ 
ceive  her. 

\  I  pray  you  be  seated/  said  she,  taking  her 
place ;  *  you  will  give  me  pain  if  you  treat  me 
with  so  much  cereinony ;  for,  tho'  not  personally 
acquainted,  Mp.  Godwin  is  well  known  to  rpe  bjr 
the  means  of  Mr.  Burton,  my  late  uncle's  steward/ 
v-Godwin  bowed,  then  introduced  his  f^ttiilys  not 
forgetting  Bernard  and  his  daughter ;  pU  wer0  re*- 
ceived  in  a  manner  that  marked  trae  greatness 
undisguised  by  affectation,  for  she  loved  to  confer 
happiness,  and  pride  had  never  yet  prevented  her 
from  gratifying  so  praiseworthy  an  inclination.™ 
*  My  good  friends,*  said  she,  with  a  smile,  *  though 
in  this  first  visit  I  come  an  uninvited  guest,  I 
tnist  hereafter  J  may  not  prove  aft  unwelcome 
one.  As  your  daughter's  marriage  is  the  first 
after  my  arrival  in  the  country,  I  entreat  it  may 
be  celebrated  at  the  hall,* 

*  I  scarcely  know  how  to  ejipress  my  gratitude 
for  your  condescension,  Madam/  replied  the  Far" 
mer ;  ^  but  my  future  daughter  is  anxious  to  have 
her  marriage  as  private  £^s  possible,  and  as  it  is  to 
^ake  place  to-morrow,  we  should  but  be  giving 
your  family  a  world  of  unnecessary  trouble.* 

♦it  will  be  none/  replied  Mrs.  Palmer;  'my 
table  needs  but  little  preparation ;  thierefore,  my 
good  girl,'  continued  she,  taking  the  hand  of  the 
trembling  Fanny,  *  shall  it  not  be  as  I  say  ?  My 
own  family,  and  nny  gu^ls  you  choose,  shall 
constitute  <^e  Mrhole  company/ 
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The  information  Edwin  had  given  his  brother 
wis  verified  in  a  few  days  after,  for  Mr.  Whit- 
more,  already  weary  of  the  country,  and  hi^  lady 
no  less  so,  determined  to  hapten  to  town*  Indeed 
he  had  never  borne  the  country  with  any  degree 
of  patience  until  he  saw  Inglewood,  and  there  the 
charms  of  Emma  alone  had  rendered  it  pleaging; 
indeed  the  innocent  Emma  had  at  once  given  and 
deceived  an  impression  not  easily  effaced.  Whit- 
more  could  not  avoid  contrasting  her  in  idea  with 
the  modish  belles  he  daily  beheld  ;  her  soft  blue 
eyes  sparkling  through  their  dark  lashes,  her  lux-^ 
uriant  ringlets  wantonly  agitated  by  every  wind, 
waving  over  her  lovely  forehead,  and  falling  in 
untaught  elegance  to  the  small  of  her  fine  turned 
waist;  the  glowing  blush  of  her  checks,  the^we^t 
dimple  and  enchanting  smile  which  played  round 
her  lovely  mouth,  all  returned  with  redoubled 
ardour  on  his  warm  imagination,  and  increased 
his  desire  to  again  gaze  on  them,  and  if  possible 
obtain  them.— Ed  win's  promotion  he  thought  the 
most  probable  means,  for  he  then  should  be  te^ 
garded  as  the  distinguished  friend  of  the  fomily, 
and  gratitude  would  give  additional  soilness  to 
flie  srusceptible  heart  of  Emma,  in  whose  bosom 
hfls^09gly  suspected  he  had  already  an  advocate ; 
to  combat  her  prejudices  he  knew  would  be  diffi- 
calt,  but  these  difficulties,  if  he  succeeded,  would 
enhance. his  victory.  With  such  an  incentil^  the 
»ctiv^  mind  of  Whitmor^  could  enjoy  but  little 
3  H 


58  THE  FARMER  OF 

rest  until  he  commenced  his  plan  of  operations ; 
the  removal  to  town  was  therefore  the  first  step, 
and  immediately  put  in  execution. 

In  the  mean  time  the  family  at  Inglewood  were 
also  forming  their  future  plan  of  happiness  ;  the 
good  Farmers  had  consented  to  the  union  of  Wil- 
liam and  Fanny  as  soon  as  the  banns  could  be 
published^  all  therefore  was  preparation  and  im- 
patience until  the  event  took  place,  for  never  be- 
fore did  William  experience  three  such  tedious 
weeks. 

Fanny  had  declined  going  to  church  the  two 
first  Sundays,  but  on  the  third  her  father  insist- 
ed on  her  accompanying  him,  as  the  new  lady  of 
the  manor  had  arrived  in  the  country  two  days 
before,  and  was  expected  at  church ;  it  was  in 
vain  she  attempted  to  excuse  herself;  the  old 
man  was  peremptory. 

*  What  a  pise,,  girl,  art  thou  ashamed  of?'  said 
he»  /If  thou  art  ashamed  of  William,  turn  him 
off,  it,is  not  too  late.  All  the  tenants  wiU  be  at 
church  in  the  morning  in  cotnpliment  to  the  new 
lady,  and  why  shouldst  thou  wish  to  be  particu- 
Ur  ?  I  shall  have  no  right  to  command  thee  after 
Monday,  so  pr  ythee  give  me  this  proof  of  thy 
obedience.' 

^  '  My  dear  father,'  replied  Fanny,  '  you  shall  be 
obeyed;  but  why  will  you  say  that  you  shall 
have  no  right  to  command  me  hereafter?  have  I 
ever  shown  by  my  actions  that  I  thought  your 
commands  painful  V 

'  No,  thou  wert  always  good  and  considerate ; 
but  thou  knowest,  Fanny,  that  my  lease  is  nearly 
expired,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  appear  wanting^^ 
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Jias  stood  during  the  night ;  yet,  if  it  has  not,  1 
should  be  sorry  to  disturb  my  father/  With  such  . 
ideas  he  descended  the  staircase,  though  far  less 
cautiously  than  usual,  nay,  when  he  had  reached 
the  bottom,  he  was  seized  with  a  cough^  which 
being  heard  by  the  Farmer,  he  called  aloud  from 
his  bed : — *  What  are  you  stirring  already,  my  son? 
It  is  much  too  early  to  go  to  Bernard's.'  Wil- 
liam was  of  a  different  opinion,  and  after  haying 
answered  his  father  that  he  should  take  a  walk, 
hastened  thither,  predetermined,  however,  not 
to  disturb  his  F^nny.  This  determination  was, 
however,  unnecessary,  for  in  a  short  time  she 
appeared  at  the  window,  and  presently  after  with 
Agnes  joined  him  at  the  gate. 

After  conversing  for  two  hours,  the  party  was 
augmented  by  the  arrival  of  some  relations ;  and 
soon  after  came  the  venerable  Godwin,  his  wife, 
and  daughter,,  accompanied  by  the  guests  who 
were  invited  to  witness  the  ceremony. 

Mutual  congratulations  having  taken  place,  the 
company  repaired  to  Mrs.  Palmer's,  where  they 
found  every  thing  prepared  for  their  reception, 
tiie  lady  presiding  at  the  breakfast  table  in  a 
manner  that  delighted  her  guests.  At  length 
the  moment  arrived  that  called  them  to  church ; 
Mrs.  Palmer,  with  Mrs.  Godwin  and  Bernard,  in 
honest  exultation,  led  the  van;  next  followed 
Fanny,  escorted  by  her  future  father-in-law  and 
husband,  whose 

'Speaking  eye 
Express'd  the  sacred  triumph  of  his  soul. 
With  conscidus  virtue,  gratitude,  and  love. 
Above  the  vulgar  joy  divinely  raised/ 
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Then  canle  the  bride-maids,  Agnes  and  Bmm^, 
and  lasjtly)  in  pairs,  the  different  relatives  of  both 
families.  On  entering  the  church  the  service 
immediately  began,  and  Bernard  presenting  his 
daughter  to  William,  a  few  minutes  fixed  her 
irrecoverably  his. — *  Fanny,'  said  he,  saluting  her 
when  the  ceremony  concluded,  *  thou  art  mine, 
for  ever,  ever  mine,  and  the  study  of  my  life  shaU 
be  to  deserve  thee.' 

,  *  And  mine,'  whispered  Fanny,  *to  repay  your 
affection^  William.'  He  then  advanced  with  her 
towards  their  fathers. — *  Even  here,  oh !  my  pa- 
rents/ exclaimed  he,  *  bless  us,  here  at  the  altar; 
so  shall  your  blessing  be  registered  with  our  mu- 
tual vows,  and  doubly  sanctify  our  union.* 

Bernard,  moved  even  to  tears,  could  only  sob 
hi^  blessing  as  he  saluted  his  children ;  but  God- 
win, firm  and  collected,  advancing,  said,  ^May 
the  benediction  of  your  Father,  which  is  in 
Heaven,  be  added  to  that  of  a  weak  old  man. 
Blessed  may  you  be.  May  every  mom  bring 
to  ye  joy  like  this. — May  ye  live  in  honour  and 
happiness,  and  die  surrounded  by  your  chil- 
dren's children,  whom  I  cannot  wish  worthier 
than  being  just  representatives  of  their  parents.' 

Mrs.  Palmer  now  congratulated  the  new-mar- 
ried pair,  as  did  also  the  rest  of  the  party ;  they 
then  returned  to  the  hal),  where  an  excellent  but 
plain  dinner  wasT  provided,  after  which  the  day 
was  passed  in  innocent  mirth  and  £tetiyity«  and 
the  evening  concluded  with  a  ball,  after  which 
all  parties  retired  to  their  respective  homes, 
Mrs.  Palmer,  at  their  departure,  presenting  Fan- 
ny with  a  ring  in  token  of  her  future  friendship. 


INGLEWOOD  FOREST.  Si 

Eanny  stole  a  look  at  her  father,  for  tho'  she 
would  willmgly  have  been  excused,  she  wdl  knew 
his  temper,  and  remembered  his  anxiety  for  a  re- 
newal of  his  lease.  *  My  father  and  Mr.  Godwta 
shall  decide  for  me,  Madam/  replied  Fanny,  mo- 
destly courtesy  ing. 

*Nay,'  hastily  interrupted  Bernard,  *  if  my  opi- 
oion  is  asked,  I  think  it  ^iU  be  the  height  of 
ingratitade  to  refuse  Madam's  ojTer;  and  as  to  the 
wedding  being  private,  had  I  my  own  way,  I 
should  have  invited  half  the  country.  I  think  a 
good  action  cannot  have  too  many  witnesses;  but 
Fanny  is  so  sheepish  and  bashful,  that  she  cannoi! 
bear  one  to  mention  it  to  any  one,  though  she 
bves  William  as  her  own  life,  and  is  never  happy 
but  when  he  is  tied  to  her  apron-string/ 

^Well,  Madam,'  interrupted  iGpdwin,  *  as  our 
good  girl  has  referred  hersdf  :td  us,  and  I  see  it 
will  gratify  her  father,  with  your  leave  we  will 
avail  ourselves  of  the  honour  you  intend  to  confer 
on  as,  and  oiir  young  folks  will  hereafter,  I  hopei, 
show  they  do  not  disgrace  your  kindness.* 

Mrs.  Palmer  expressed  the  utmost  satisfaction 
at  this  determination,  and  after  some  general  dk« 
course  bid  them  farewell,  having  first  desired 
them  to  breakfast  at  the  hall  previous  to  their 
going  to  church,  where  she  meant  to  accompany 
them. 

Mrs.  Palmer  was  scarcely  out  of  sight  before 
B^nard  gave  way  to  the  transport  that  almost 
overpowered  him.  *  There,  girl,'  said  he,  *thi$ 
comes  of  my  advice :  1  have  no  fear  of  my  lease 
now,  and  that  will  be  so  much  the  better  for  thee. 
Well,  well,  thee  be'est  a  lucky  girl,  Fanny  4  and 
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so  will  ray  Agnes  too,  never  fear.  The  next 
thing  will  be,  I  suppose,  our  having  news  that 
•Edwin  is  quite  a  gentleman,  and  comii^  down  to 
fetch  her.'  William  sighed  involuntarily,  while 
Agnes  silently .  dropped  a  tear.  Ambition  she 
had  none,  and  would  willingly  have  relinquished 
all  the  flattering  prospects  of  future  grandeur  to 
have  been  seated  by  Edwin's  side  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances with  her  sister  Fanny. 

All  parties  were  loqd  in  the  praise  of  Mrs.  Pal- 
mer ;  her  person  and  affability  furnished  discourse 
for  the  whole  afternoon,  except  when  the  subject 
•gave  way  to  the  pity  excited  by  her  uneasiness ; 
for  she  had  lately  buried  an  uncle,  whose  fortune 
she  inherited,  and  to  whose  memory  she  was  said 
to  be  most  tenderly  attached. 

At  an  early  hour  they  separated,  William  at- 
tending Bernard  and  his  daughter  home,  where 
he  lingered  some  time  before  he  could  bid  them 
farewell,  though  only  for  the  night.  At  length, 
tenderly  saluting  his  destined  wife,  he  whispered 
in  her  ear,  *  Thank  God!  my  beloved  Fanny,  this 
is  the  last  night  we  have  to  separate ;'  then,  with- 
out venturing  another  look,  he  ran  from  the  house 
and  hastened  home. 

William  arose  vdth  the  sun  the  next  morning ; 
excessive  happiness  had  kept  him  awake  the  whole 
night;  he  counted  the  hours  with  impatience,  and 
beheld  with  rapture  the  stars  give  place  to  the 
dawn  of  day.— He  was  soon  equipped,  a  plain  su- 
pefrfine  drab  suit  constituting  his  whole  bridal 
finery.  His  father  was  not  yet  risen.  *  He  has 
surely  overslept  himself,'  said  William.  The 
clock  struck.  *  Pish !'  continued  he,  *  that  clock 
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CHAP.   VIII. 

Mbs.  Palmer  was  about  thirty-six,  her  fortune 
large,  and  entirely  at  her  own  command,  being  be- 
queathed her  by  her  lately  deceased  uncle,  whose 
death  had  spread  a  gloom  over  her  naturaj  cheerful- 
ne8s;but  nothing  could  obscure  the  philanthropy  of 
her  disposition ;  she  had  felt  misfortune,  therefore 
knew  bow  to  compassionate  it  in  others,  while  to 
diffuse  hs^ppiness  was  her  highest  relaxation. — 
*Ah!'  exclainaed  she,  when  her  guests  departed, 
*how  harve'these  honest  folks  beguiled  me  from 
myself!  What  a,  respectable  character  is  Godwin! 
How  forcibly  does  he  bring  my  uncle  to  my  me- 
mory !  It  is  not  in  the  bustle  of  public  life  my 
mind  can  regain  its  wonted  composure,  it  is  in  the 
calm  exercises  of  domestic  duties,  in  the  society  of 
a  chosen  few,  in  acts  of  beneficence,  which  my 
fortune  demands,  and  my  heart  applauds.' 

As  g^uch  was  the  disposition  of  Mrs.  Palmer,  it 
may  easily  be' supposed  that  her  partiality  for  the 
Godwins  increased  daily;  for  j  oined  to  uncorrupted 
honesty,  they  possessed  a  degree  of  understanding 
that  m^de  them  agreeable  and  conversible  com- 
panions* — Her  superior  rank  had  at  first  caused 
some  little  restraint,  but  her  constant  afifability 
soon  b&nished  all  reserve ;  ^.nd  though  they  con- 
tinued  to  look  up  to  her  with  respect,  it  was  so 
softened  by  affection  and  esteem,  that  her  presence 
«ver  iMrieased  their  cheerfulness,  and  redoubled 
their  enjoyments. 
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William  had  immediately  on  his  marriage  writ* 
ten  to  acquaint  his  brother,  who  had  returned  his 
congratulations.  Edwin  was  now  in  London,  but 
the  situation  Mr.  Whitmore  mentioned  had  been 
disposed  of  previous  to  his  application,  he  there- 
fore was  as  yet  unsettled,  a  circumstance  that  Mr. 
Whittiaore  treated  so  lightly,  saying  *the  loss 
would  be  soon  supplied,'  that  it  greatly  contri- 
buted to  alleviate  the  vexation  which  Edwin 
would  otherwise  have  experienced.  Mrs.  Delmer, 
on  her.  arrival  in  London,  had  imniediately  taken 
a  house,  and  Mrs.  Whitmore's  perpetual  engage- 
ments left  Edwin  under  the  entire  guidance  of  her 
husband,  who  introduced  him  every  where  as  his 
protege^.  This  condescension  did  not  fail  of  its 
effect ;  Edwin  looked  up  to  Mr.  Whitmore  as  a 
master-piece  of  perfection,  for  his  fine  person  and 
vivacity  made  him  universally  admired ;  and  as 
for  the  spots  of  libertinism  that  shaded  his  charac- 
ter, they  sat  so  easy,  and  appeared  so  little  re- 
garded by  the  gay  part  of  the  word,  that  Edwin 
began  to  think  such  errors  not  so  very  heinous  as 
he  had  once  imagined,  a  doctrine  which  Whitmore 
never  failed  to  inculcate  as  often  as  occasion  pre- 
sented. This  sophistry  was  proportionably  dan- 
gerous as  it  was  pleasant ;  the  curb  of  education 
and  religion  had  hitherto  kept  the  passions  of 
Edwin  (which  were  naturally  strong)  in  subjec- 
tion ;  but  he  was  now  become  a  pupil  to  a  declared 
votary  of  pleasure,  who  disdained  to  be  withheld 
by  the  contracted  bounds  of  reason:  Thus  Edwin's 
morals  insensibly  gave  way,  for  though  his  heart 
still  revered  virtue,  yet  he  began  to  regard  the 
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practice  as  more  difficult  than  he  had  ever  before 
experienced. 

One  evening,  after  having  dined  With  Whit- 
more  at  a  tavern,  among  a  mixed  compaiiy  (where 
the  glass  was  freely  circulated,andEdwin,a$hamed 
by  the  ridiculeof  his  friend,  had  forgotten  hisusual 
temperance)  as  they  adjourned  homeward,  Whit- 
more  suddenly  seeming  to  recollect  himself,  said, 
with  a  half  smile,  *  Apiropos,  I  had  forgot  an  in- 
dispensable engagement  which  I  made  for  to-night: 
you  must  accompany  me.'  They  then  entered  a 
hired  vehicle,  and  soon  reached  an  elegant  house, 
where  Whitmore  appeared  perfectly  acquainted, 
introducing  Edwin  to  an  elderly  lady  and  three 
young  ones  as  his  friend,  at  the  same  time  desiring 
him  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  of  his  cousins* 
Edwin  bowed,  and  blushing,  replied  *  he  was 
too  much  honoured  by  the  condescension  of  Mr. 
Whitmore  to  neglect  showing  his  respect  to  any 
of  his  relatives.'  The  ladies  smiled  archly  at  Whit- 
more, and  seemed  todemand  an  explanation, when, 
taking  the  youngest  by  the  hand  (a  beautiful  girl 
of  eighteen)  he  presented  her  to  Edwin,  saying, 
*Here,  Sophy,  take  charge  of  this  young  man: 
he  is  as  bashful  as  you  were  a  twelvemonth  since, 
and  blushes  as  frequently ;  cannot  you  give  him 
some  advice  how  to  get  rid  of  such  troublesome 
appendages  ? 
*1  do  not  know,'  answered  she,  in  a  lively  accent, 
the  same  time  fixing  her  eyes  on  his  fajce,  and 
^  king  his  hand ;  *  letme  first  consider  his  features, 
^hy  yes,  I  believe  he  will  do  in  time.  What  say 
II,  Sir,  will  you  be  my  scholar?' — ^Edwin  was 
ifused,  he  knew  not  what  to  reply ;  he  trembled. 
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his  cheeks  were  dyed  with  crimson.  Even  unac- 
quainted as  he  was  with  the  worid,  he  could  make 
no  doubt,  from  the  manner  of  the  ladies,  that  Ihey 
were  of  the  number  his  education.had  taught  him 
to  abhor ;  yet,  fearfiil  of  displeasing  his  friend 
Whitmore,  and  ashamed  of  avowing  his  senti* 
ments,  he  remained  silent,  his  hand  locked  in 
that  of  the  youthful  Circe,  who  appeared  in  no 
haste  to  resign  it.  During  the  evening,  mirth 
even  to  licentiousness  prevailed  over  the  whole 
party,  except  Edwin :  He,  pressed  by  the  caresses 
of  his  selected  companion,  and  withheld  by  the 
recollection  of  Agnes,  knew  pot  how  to  act,  and 
alternately  underwent  paroxysms  of  both  fever 
and  ague.  At  length  an  elegant  supper  was 
served  up,  the  wine  went  briskly  round,  the  most 
lascivious  songs  were  sung,  Whitmore  and  the 
ladies  repeatedly  pressing  Edwin  to  drink,  until 
his  natural  timidity  began  to  'give  way ;  Whitmore 
then  pretending  first  to  recollect  the  hour,  ex- 
claimed, ^  It  is  past  two,  we  shall  but  disturb 
my  family ;  can  we  intrude  on  you,  ladies,  for 
this  night?' 

The  elder  answered  in  the  affirmative,  desiring 
two  of  her  daughters  (as  she  styled  them)  to  show 
the  gentlemen  to  their  respective  apartments. 

Edwin  hesitated,  but  his  head  giddy  with  wine, 
and  his  heart  intoxicated  with  a  vicious  incli- 
nation, his  wanton  companion  soon  gained  the 
ascendancy,  and  led  him  on  to  his  chamber, 
where  Inglewood,  Agnes,  and  virtue,  were  soon 
forgotten] 
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CHAP.  IX. 


As  opium  can  for  a  while  deaden  the  anguish  of 
the  body,  So  may  vice  for  a  short  time  stifle  the 
pang  of  conscience ;  but,  as  in  the  first  instance, 
when  the  effect  ceases,  the  pain  returns,  so  in  the 
latter,  reason  no  sooner  regains  her  empire  than 
the  delusion  vanishes,  and  ive  view  our  deeds 
simply  as  they  are.    Thus  was  it  with  Edwin  : 
with  the  morning  came  disgust,  and  calm  reflec- 
tion: in  the  bitterness  of  his  regret,  he  cursed 
Whitmore,  detested  his  companion,  and  despised 
himself,  resolved  to  hasten  back  to  Inglewood, 
and  endeavour  to  repair  the  error  he  had  been 
imwarily  drawn  into,  by  the  future  prudence  of 
his  conduct.     On  his  meeting  with  Whitmore  he 
was  serious  and  reserved,  being  fully  determined 
to  inform  him,  on  the  first  opportunity,  of  his  in- 
tentions.    Whitmore,  on  the  contrary,  was  even 
more  than  commonly  cheerful,  exerting  his  utmost 
vivacity  to  entertain  Edwin,  but  in  vain ;  and  he 
had  undoubtedly  declared  his  resolution,  had  they 
not  been  joined  immediately  on  their  quitting  the 
house  by  a  friend  of  Whitmore's,  who  accompanied 
them  home.     Edwin,  on  his  arrival,  immediately 
retired  to  his  apartment,  where  he  for  some  time 
had  given  way  to  the  vexation  that  overpowered 
him,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of 
a  servant  wdth  a  packet  that  had  been  left  during 
his  absence.     *  It  is  from  my  brother,'  said  he,  as 
the  man  quitted  the  room,  without  regarding  the 
address,  '  and  contains  others  from  my  &ther,  from 
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Agnes,  and  to  whom?  to  a  drunkard,  a  debauchee, 
a  perjured,  execrable  yillain,  whose  contaminated 
soul  ought  forever  to  be  deprived  of  such  blessings. 
— ^Ah,  Agnes !  accursed  be  the  hour  I  left  thee, 
and  doubly  accursed  that  in  which  I  was  proof 
against  thy  tears !  I  dare  not  open  the  letters, 
they  will  contain  nothing  but  expression  of  kind- 
ness, and  sooner  at  this  moment  could  I  face/ 
dfeath/    As  he  spoke  he  pushed  the  packet  from! 
him,  but  his  eye  involuntarily  glancing  over  the' 
direction,  he  perceived  it  was  neither  William'sj 
tiOT  his  father's  hand ;  as  he  had  no  other  corres- 
pondents, a  thousand  fears  at  once  agitated  him,  \ 
and  curiosity  mastering  eyery  other  sensation,  he 
hastily  broke  it  open,  and,  to  his  infinite  surprise, 
instead  of  letters,  found  a  commission  for  an  en- 
signcy,  filled  up  in  his  own  name,  and  a  bank-note 
for  a  hundred  pounds,  but  no  line  to  infer  from 
whence  the  present  came.    Amazement  kept  him 
for  some  moments  silent;  he  could  scarcely  bdieve 
his  eyes,  and  every  other  idea  being  banii^hed  by 
the  present  occurrence,he  started  up,and  hastened 
to  Mr.  Whitmore,  whom  he  had  no  doubt  had 
chosen  this  method  to  surprise  him.     Whitmore 
was  alone,  and  if  the  aJstonishment  of  Edwin  had 
been  great,  his,  if  possible,  was  yet  superior.   The 
army  he  had  neter  thought  of,  nor  had  the  most 
distant  idea  of  such  a  measure  ever  taken  place  in 
the  mind  of  Edwin,  though  to  Mr.  Whitmore  he 
was  convinced  he  owed  it;  for,  unknown  to  any 
one  in  London^  to  whom  else  could  he  suppose 
.  himself  indebted  ?   Mr.  Whitmore  at  £rst  strongly 
denied  it,  but  a  few  moments  recollection  made 
him  change  his  manner  into  simple  congratulations 
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oU  the  event,  neither  absolutely  denying,  nor  yet 
positively  acknowledging  it;  then,  after  some 
slight  discourse,  taking  his  hat,  left  the  house. 
£dwin  remained  alone  some  time,  bewildered  in  a 
multiplicity  of  different  ideas,  the  errors  of  the 
prece'ding  night  only  lightly  intruding  on  his 
mind ;  the  return  to  Inglewood  was  also  forgot- 
ten, or  at  least  delayed,  until  he  should  go  to 
claim  Agnes  as  his  bride,  which  he  had  now  no 
doubt  of  being  soon  able  to  perform,  for  imagi- 
nation had  already  raised  him  from  an  ensign  to 
a  colonel  at  least. 

In  the  mean  time  Whitmore  hastened  to  his 
8ister,on  whom  his  suspicions  immediately  glanced 
nor  did  he  hesitate  to  disclose  them.  Mrs.  Delmer 
at  first  firmly  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness, but  Whitmore's  eyes  and  interrogatories 
were  too  penetrating  for  him  to  belong  deceived- 
—At  length,  said  he,  *  You  well  know  my  senti- 
ments in  general ;  yet  I  hold  the  good  opinion  of 
the  world  of  some  moment,  particularly  when  re- 
lative to  women,  and  more  especially  when  they 
are  young  and  handsome ;  consider  th6n  how 
this  business,  should  it  ever  be  known,  would  be 
canvassed  by  the  old  and  envious.  I  have  indeed 
myself  for  some  time  suspected  you  had  a  parti- 
ality for  J^dwin,  buthppe  your  pride  will  always 
prevent  an  improper  step.' 

'I  need  not  teU  you,  Whitmore,'  said  she, 
laughing  at  his  unusual  gravity,  Uhat  I  am 
twenty-seven,  a  widow,  possessed  of  an  affluent 
fortune,  and  independent  spirit,  have  well  consi- 
dered all  those  matters,  and  am  predetermined  to 
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act  according  to  my  own  inclination.  As  for  the 
commission,  if  you  will  fether  that  brat  for  Hjie,  I 
^haU  i>e  much  obliged  to  you,  as  I  would  not.wish 
to  encounter  Mrs.  Whitmore's  raillery  on  the 
occasion ;  therefore,  my  friend,  I  am  willing  to 
resign  to  you  all  the  merit  of  doing  a  generous 
action  without  the  expense.  In  the  axmy  the 
meanness  of  Edwin's  origin  will  be  the  most  effec- 
tually concealed,  as  I  hare  no  doubt  he  may 
tspeedily  gain  rank ;  now,  as  to  my  having  enter- 
tained a  partiality  fpr  the  young  man,  iadmitl^ng 
the  supposition,  who  has  a  right  to  restrain  jme? 
Have  I  not  fortune  enough  for  both  V 

Whitmore  not  being  able  to  combat  the  forte 
of  such  irresistible  arguments,  thought  it  the  pest 
policy  to  take  the  commission  on  himself,  lieavi^g 
her  in  other  respects  to  act  without  control,  a« 
•he  well  knew  that  contradiction  would  rather 
strengthen  than  extinguish  her  predilection ;  be^ 
«ides,  wereshe  stsfiartial  to  Edwmag  he  suspected, 
yet  he  was  unacquainted  with  her  weakness,  and 
strongly  attached  to  Agnes. 

Whitmore,  on  his  return  home,  though  he  still 
denied  sending  the  commission,  gave  Edwin  every 
reason,  from  his  vagueanswers,  to  suppose  at  letst 
that  it  came  with  his  privity.  Edwin  would  have 
Detin  returned  the  note,  but  this  Whitmore  strenu- 
ously refused,  saying,  '  that  hp  would  wa»t  that 
sum  at  least  to  equip  him  for  his  new  employ/  ^r 
which  purpose  a  capital  army  tailor  wa$  imin^di- 
ately  sent  ior  to  decorate  his  outeide  witJti  w^ 
usual  ensignia  of  valour. — ^While  these  eifl^i^ 
marks  of  a  soldier  were  in  preparation^  Whrtmore 
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did  not  fail  procuring  other  necessary  appendages, 
Tiz.  a  fencing-master,  and  a  skilful  teacher  of 
military  tactics. 

The  occurrences  of  this  busy,  and,  to  Edwin^ 
pleasing  day,  were  no  sooner  over,  than  he  sat 
down  to  write  to  the  family  at  Jnglewood,  ac* 
quainting  them,  ^  that  Mr.  Whitmore  had  pro- 
aired  him  a  commission,  and  likewise  had,  with 
unparalleled  delicacy  and  geniE^rosity,  preaented 
dim  with  a  sufficient  sum  to  equip  him  in  a  man- 
ner that  should  not  disgrace  it/  He  likewise 
wrote  to  AgBies ;  as  usual  he  lamented  the  sepa- 
lition  from  her,  and  vowed  to  see  her  ds  soon  aa 
pogffible ;  hut^  alas!  in  the  exultation  of  tlie  mo- 
ment, even  love  appeared  to  hold  only  a  second 
place  in  his  heart,  ambition,  like. an  impetuous 
tonrent,  hearing  all  before  it. 


CHAP.  X. 

Edwin's  letter  reached  the  family  at  Jnglewood, 
98  they  were  seated  in  high  glee  in  Godwin's  pw 
Jour. — Bernard  had  some  days  before  ventured  to 
the  b$tU,  and  mentioned  bis  wish  of  renewing  his 
kmets  in  whiieh  Mrs.  Palmer  had  immediately  ac-* 
qpk^edf  grapting  him  a  long  term  at  his  usual 
rent;  a  circumstance  that  exceeded  Bernard's 
mfngt  sanguiiie  expectations,  who,  amidst  a  profu- 
tton  0^  tbaoks>  qonclud^d  with  sjiying,  *I  have 
4  K 
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one  more  favour  to  beg,  Madam,  which  is,  that 
khe  lease  may  be  drawn  in  my*  teon-in-law*s  nanife] 
but  he  shall  know  nothing  about  it  nntil  ft' % 
•signed;  fot-  heis  sudi -an  obstinate  Mlow  I  ^Aufe 
never  get  him  to  consent/  '  .  ^ 

Mrs.  Pkhner,  pleai^'ed  with  the  blunt'  iiategrif^ 
of  the  Fanner,  dismissed  him,  saying,  ^she'feft 
the  wilole  business  lo  himself,  tind  woiild  :^gn  it 
whenever' he  was  prepared.'  .    '  ^'*  f"  '' -^« 

^  Three  days  after,  alt  being  inf  i^adiiiess,  B^ 
nard  called  on  his  son-in-law,  desiring  he  ^i^emH 
-aoconipany  him  to  witness  the*  comrtlfefioil  <{f  the 
lea^y^  sufhmons  he  immediately  lobeyedr*  *Mre. 
Piilmer,  having  ordered  her  steward  Ifb  Ve^itiSlf 
tobhedi  the  parchments  were  ^rodiiccSa,  Htld  Wff* 
Mam  directed  where  to  set  his  naiife;  ^ob  ttt 
i^ppdsitfoii  of  witnessing  the  deed^  T^e  biher 
parries'  having  likewise  affixed  theif  namfes|  ftli9 
the  whole  concluded,  Bernard  could  Wr6tf|flr 
tdiiceal  his  exultation;  but  bowiiig^  t6  'Mt^* 
Palmer,^said,  *  i  thank  you,  Madanr;  ^^t^flfikAv;! 
triifet,  Will  fehow  hirfiself  a  worthy  teiialiil  t<J  so 
Odihd^-afedy/'  -'^'  •'•^••'•'^-f  *'^ 

'•^^IdiK  h6t  doubt  it,^  replied  she,  *^an(i^hatt"l 
'iplfein^d'youYor  any  other  I  should  have  fell  diH- 
s'atl^fiM;  but  as^^^^^k  is,  I  ^m  rathfer'indihed*«b 
cbh^tilat^  you,'  as  the  business  Will  noW^^lltlli 
t)ne^  iiiore'  able  to  support  it.  William,  aftfer^k 
tft6meiAVT666llection,  comprehended  the  w1i6lfe 
affair ;  but  well  knowing  that  all  remtitii^i^rSiiHt 
^otfld 'Bfe  %ih,--'he  simjily  retiiriied 'his^ttiattft^  to 
Kb*h  j)afti^»;  dotttilualn^  by  saj^ing » to^^bfekarfl^ 
^^Hotr^h'  y^i^MVe  fa  this?  busings  ^fia''fa]?<k 
fWki^feJ^t6Zitkwi6^n^  rgIltfJrsfHl|l^?il 
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^9, jfarm  ^;  ypurfi  daring  your  life;  and  should  I 
^f^jiv^}[0njw  Hdd  in  trust  fw  my  sister  Agws. 
^  depefid^p^  op  n^y  father  I  by  no  means  wi$h 
to  shake  off,  nor  does  my  JP^umy  find  it  pajnful; 
.jyjiy  then,  my  dear  Sir,  would  you  wish  m  to 

J,  .jToijinre^jtoQ  prq^id,  William/  replied  the  old 
mail,  with  emotion,  *  you  do  not  like  to  he  ob%^ 
l^^^e^  th9(iigh.  I  love  yon  as  well  as  your  qwii 

3^;/  j^p(^  ^^  I  ,?^ot,  revere  you  equally  V  answered 
^j^m^.rrr^fifi jg^vje  me  life,  and.  with  tjie  mosjt 
i^ffj^ex.^Bre^^t^l^^  oyer.my  childhood;  ^t  ycnf, 
kfM^lfff$  ,W^  f^nnjy.  bestowed  a  treasure,  %  aur 
Pflri^f  tp  iik^  .Fb<^e  world  without  her.'  ; ,  .  t 
jijjjl^lie.^rraqir.-s.replywaaa  hearty  phaJteby  the 
j^jLd^^iuSrrf:]  A  .good  lad,  a  brave  fellpW3,  l  ca^i 
pj^YPn  di9  einfiifgh  i?or  t^^e;'  then. raal^ifig :h|^  obev 
'^ififie  tQ  M^^SvP^ln^i^n  again  repeated  his'tlifank^^ 
fuj^  ^yfnf^hAiisi  .j^/Wrin-law  returned  to  God wiin*  f 
,y^  4kf  Ih^x  wajiked  the  old  man-s  heart  se^^ed/i^}. 
At  length,  'William,'  said  he,  *  Agnes  aqd  Ile^ 
f)Ut  91  d^U  life  since  thou  hast  taken  Fankiy  from 
m\  the  foolish  girl  does  nothing  but  sigh^^id  her 
^es  aije  for  pvei^  red  with  crying  a^fter  Edwin, 
^qugh  she  Jpiows,  and  T  am  £o]}  ever  teUing  h0r, 
i|t  is  all  for  :hi9  good:  now,  if  thou  and  FaJtiny 
<^ei9Q,with  i:\is>  we  should  be  as  h9.ppy  as  the.  d$^ 
ay^ft^i^lRg/'.   /■  .  ..      ,  -.t  . 

0*  yijiXiwsk  replied,  'it. was  a  case  ia  whiqh  h^ 
^^puldbe  entirely  glided  by  th^  joint agreen^ii^ 
^ffbifnae(lf  ainl  Mr.  Godwin;  that  h§  traly  cqn^ 
j^eifsed  h^.  ^houlcl  be  njiich  grieved- to  leave hi^ 
fatEer,  and  equally  so  to  refuse  the  parent  of:  hie 
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wiffe  what  V^^Otild  give  him' siich  af^f^eol'^U^^ 

faction/  ■    '  •  -''  ••■-..]-. 

This  convenstatidn  bronght^  them  horate^  ^A^emi<» 
neither  Bernard  nor  Wiffiam  appeared  in  Il0»tfe}to^ 
discldse  the  mai]t<euvre  at  the  hall,  iHMilB^iuM'" 
after  dinner  ventured  to  inform  them  \<^bat'h^  h»iu 
dbjie,  atid  which,  to  hi^  gredt  Vto^atitynf,  tite*foirtf4i 
all  disapproved,  except  AgneS^ :  QodWift  «d6e4 
consented  that  William  should  i^de'^'ith  Bcr^^* 
pard;  but  the  gloom  which  oversj>Fead 'bis'^v^ie^  • 
rable  features,  on  the  idea  of  his  son  fol9^ddi!^ihitf<< 
paternal  roof>  plainly  shqwed'how  reloetaittly  feft*' 
permission  was  gitira.--Emma  had  eat'fofr^ottii<' 
time  a  silent  observer ;  when  at  length  stai^^  kfffi 
with  great  liveliaei^,  shecrie4>  *  Tliohgh  «#  dMl 
Jias  a^ked  my  opinion  1  shall  give  it  notwkhBttitld^ 
ing :  I  hate^  this  division  bf  families  y  i^  iLlt>kiW«) 
onfe  andthef,  why  then  cannot  we  liveldg^^M}!^ 
Our  housb  is  faf  larger  than  Mr*  Bernard^;  ^n4^ 
here  ifeplenty  of  room  for  us  ail/         «      ^    'hiir) 
'  Bernard  made  ijo  reply,  but  fixing  Jiis^^J^b  dn 
Mr.  Godwin,  appealed  to  wait  hid  opinion  wift% 
ftaxiety.     *  Indeed,  Emma/  replied  G^idwlh/'^fit 
|:now  but  few  things  that  would  giv6  laUKe  gmtttidr 
satisfaction  tj[jati  the  constant  compRoy  of  nftf 

friend  Bwriard,  if .'  '  *■ 

*  If  what  f  iiiterrupted  the  Farmer.-^*  WhSr>4f 
you  and  your  good  dame  Uk^  oa^t^^  it's  «t  bne^lgHtej 
h)r  I  lead  but  a  moping  life  yonder,  ^ithyb^uil 
3hall  be  as  happy  as  a  prince ;  wei:aA  sm0k^A 
pipe,  and  drihk  ^  jiig  of  ale,  afid  ^ivy  ttd  <<|^ 
under  the  sAn.  *  Old  age  mil  irfieal  ^b  '  Ine  ihyp^ 
peived,  and  I  shall  die  sunioikAded  by  thds^  I 
■Ibvebert/-   '■' •■  ^  ^  '•»•.  ^ 
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Ammt  s^  i^wty  so.  det^rmiB^d  to  a<r!t  in  \x^h6b^ 
aa  agreement  was  soon  mad^^  and  Emma  ^bh 
btm^/and  Qai^aed  a^  Uie  s^uthor  pC,  tfa^  pres^^t 
baK«W8#;!  f^M^4lMl^g^l,  it  isfp»  appaw?ent  6?^  thiS 
cc(ii4wt;(>f:,aJ|l;  hjQW  niuoU  $atiafwtiaa:.^e,pfot . 
p^  bi^d  gtVyep^  j^Qtjhad  »Qt  her  vivw^Uy  started 
}Um^^\  fro}^l}^^  it  J^ad  »ev^  tiifc<^  place.   ;  . . 

f3V«y^  i»ay!*  J'wny/  ei^claim^d  Emina*  'd<^^ 
kiaa^lii0,;)Kxiir  oj^Jyj  doit,  to.  cohijeal  yoay  t^ai-^. 
Her^rWWiamif'fivay  c#ai^t  b^r>  I  have  ot^^er  , 
biiiii)f#av:|p  mina^  throwing  her,  arijas  i:ound  Bep- . 
n«ji> ili^^k^.. and  sfilutingWra. with  the  aflfecl^ioiii  j 
(tf<fi.^da<iiight!ar:-  *;you  arp  a  ,good-aatared.  1P3-JQ, ; 
^  hlmm  yo^  dparly.'    Here  the  soun^  of  th^ ; 
pq^trQi^'SihoFi^  at  the  gate  broke  oft*  their  ,mutu^. 
P»fitiogB«  J^d  W^liaui  ha|3tehiBig  .o^t,  soon  ra- 1 
tpmf difi^iih.  a  letter  addressed  to  his  fatheF.  i  AJl^ 
^tfk^^ifi^^t^to  hpaf  ftoin  E4M^inr  Qodwip  bpga|i 
ftiiBead ^bft  ^nl^t^  aloud ;  but. had  no,sf>fi^m 
c<HQmiinicat^d  the  intelligence  of  Edwin'egaiijixjg:: 
ft(eo»iii|i^)pn.than  4g^^^  M^  ^^^^  h^  ^^^  de- 
{«i^d<o£^^(VSHe,  pr  ipotion.    Every  otherid^  \ijB^ 
l^wjD^l^h^r  situation,  until  at  length  slowly  j-f  • 
IKifiog  she.wa3  led'to  £rnMa!s  chamber,^  and  }aid 
M'hfgr  b^djr  wherci  $fter  some»time,;She  entreated 
to  be  left  alone,  which  beipg.  complied  mt\\^  ip^njl 
i^^p^aty agaija^ssf mbled,  Godwiixcoaqluded the 
fejtef^  a^  each  ga^ve  their  jpe^pective  Qpimon?.~ 
3fari%ar4,was  in  raptures,  ;^wi»  wa^  (ai^pady.4 
g^^l^flaan ;  for  his.  part  he  .had  np.paj^enc^  wi^ 
AgDei9i  who  qonld  suffer  herself  tp  bedepre^ed 
l»y«iWb8*ifw^t  t^  giv?  her  4,h!^  highest  ^ple^^r^, 
f  Yel,;wheii  you  con^gidar,  my  dteaif  ff^tjipr,'  inter- 
laid Fanny^  '  that  Edwin^  by  thfe  st^i^^^  ?in4  W^ 


all  probability  A  ^(Bs,  willbe  foi?  ever  estran5€4j 
and  dist^pt  from  us,  yourself  will  surely  not,  ^e^  it 
in  so  flattering  ^  poii^t  of  view..  Should  we  iwt 
have  been  happier,  think  you,  s^ll  together  in  ^jis 
original  destination  f  t*  ^,l 

f  Tru^y  true,  girl,  I  can't  say  \)utit  w:ould  bay^ 
bi^eh  very  comfortable ;  but  then  on W  think*  when 
he  comes  to  fetch  Agnes,  how  the  wholeiCouDto 
will  stare-T^how  J  shall  enjoy  iti  jBegicieSjj^fry 
man  has  iiot  the  same  luck ;  ai^d  n(any  ,men.  msmK 
ininds.  Edwin  was  bom  for  a  gent]ernin,rand 
WUiiam  for  a  farmer,^  /\,;^,..^,,^^ 

*  So  truly  do  1  feel  what  you  advanc^^;^^i|M^«^^^ 
William,  *and  so  thoroughly  sensibly  apQi^L^^ 
blessings  I  enjoy,  that  were  it  iu  iny  .^ow^j^^ 
bhoose  my  situation  1  jvould,  reje^|;  ft^pfeflg^ 
)Vature,  in  giving  me  a  constitution  |^)^j^^"^^i^^ 
iieart  willing  to  labour,  has  done  her  iBsgt^t  aii|| 
never  in  my  person  shall  thcv  active  fariin^j  d^(^ 
nerate  into  the  useless  gentlqman*.J&^ 
chosen  a  more  distinguished  part.  ii|  tlie^usmm 
of  life,  a  defender  of  his  countiy'«  i^gbts^MO^ 
Aiinister  oi  it^  vengeance.  Oh !  may  ^quit)r'^toid| 
him,  aijd  success  and  honour  attend  hirn^  |T^^ 
me  no  aspiring  thoughts  find  place  inmy  bos^^^ 
let  kings  defend  their  possessions  9^nd  tjre^ji^^» 
sufficient  to  me  is  the  defence  of  mine,  to  pfeplu 
those  I  love  from  care,  to  cultivate  my  lakd^^to 
guard  my  flocks,  and  to  shelter  them  fro^  t^ 
wintry  blast.  Thus  let  ipe  Hve  apd  diejj  t^g 
humble  to  excite  envy,  and  too  happ jf  to^  ^^ 
any  oiie.  Can  riches  give  more ;  or  rath,ejf,^CM 
they  give  S9  paufh?  My  heart  says  No,  .][,tjp<^ 
peculiarly  blest,  and  can  look  down  with  pity  on 
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Ip^,  and  the  painfal  uncertam  splexidqur  tb^t 
suifourids  them."  ' 

^  Ah!  would  to  heaven/  exclaimed  Mrs.  God- 
win, weeping,  *  that  my  beloved  boy  had  never 
Mm,  to  fall  perhaps  m  a  foreign  land  ;  no  care- 
fill  mother  to  soothe  his  dying  hours,  no  tender 
Mher  to  see  Him  laid  in  the  earth !  Miserable 
Ionian  that  1  am,  why  did  I  consent  to  his  de^ 
^arture^'    '     ; 

^  'fee  comforted >  dear  friend  of  my  youth,*  said 
we'venerable  Godwin,  faking  his  wife  by  the 
D«ttd;^'*  never  can  my  heart  know  peace  while 
ftou  art  siad,  neither  can  it  ever  be  completely 
wMfceltaeid.  while  thou  art  spared  to  bless  me^ 
WOK,'  <^iihtinued  he,  afPectiohately  view^ing  his 
vmij'  *cdnsider  the  blessings  that  surround  thee, 
Mji^'fcaii^t  thou'  repine?  Like  thyself,  I  could 
l^r^Vlstked  *,Edwin's  destination  otherwise  ^  bu| 
sa  uisfj'^'fieaven  speed  ,hi;n  in  the  just  cause,  and 

'■Jtfy'de?ir  'mother,'  said  Bmma,  drying  hei 
*^^^'^*oiji* ' Edwin!  will,  I  hope,  be  safe. from 
^er,'^Rnd'an  honour  to  us.  1  think  I  alreiaiay 
mn  s(^^l!egaht  land  handsome  in  his  fine  scarlef; 
c^h^,'  his  tiair  powdered,  and  his  sword  by  his 
^ae;' ohT'l  am  sure  I  shall  love  him  a  thousand 
TO6^§  hotter  tfciah  ever.^  '      ! 

,  ^l/pray  ye,  Fauny,^  said  William,  smiling  arid 
^tirigltd  enliven  the  discourse,  *  if  the  old  tailor 
ftouM|({all  when  I  am  .absent,  bespeak  me  a 
scarier  coatj  ^'d  wlxen'  you  g6  into  the  cheese- 
^arabyr  liiiiig  down  the  rusty  cutlass :  4t  shall  hd 

t^^^Vinployed  agaii^it  the  rats,  out  hung  to 
niei  for  I  am  det^mined  that  !Emai^  sh^il 
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love  me  a  thoaisand  titneB  more  than  ever^  smcA 
her  affection  is-^o  easily  obtained.' 

*  You  may  say  what  you  please/  replied  Emma, 
*  but  he  will  look  deligbtftdly :  Oh !  how  pleased 
I  shall  be  w4ien  he  comes  lutck!  The  very  firat 
Sunday  be  shall  go  with  Agnes  and  me  to.ckufdbi. 
Lord !  not  one  of  the  girb^  I'll  be  bounds  vitt 
know  the  text.'  ^* 

*  I  fear/  answered  Godwin,  *  that  you  jmlge  of 
cithers  by  yoarself,  Emma;  but  ffartbe  pres^ 
drop^the  subject,  and  goto  Agii^s,  whose  ^tinsiM 
sutning  heart,  like  my  own,  I  fanoy,  would  prafiar 
a  russet  firock  to  a  scarlet  coait  ai^  coclutde/^- 
Emma  obeyed,  aiid  duting  her  abMace  it  wtt 
agreed,  tiiat,  as  the  subject  appatendy:  galte»isi» 
much  uneasiness  to  Agnesy  it  ^hottldibe  to^dMd 
upon  as  little  as  possible^  ^^  Uhat  tlkm^JwhAe 
party  should  appear  to  view  ^th^  4^ngtt<(id  iBd* 
win's  aflairs  in  a  promising  light;  '         r   '.*    dh 

The  next  day  Godwin  took  the  opp^rttiMtyisf 
being  alone  to  write  to  Us  son ;  'Mirer  beforeFliad 
he  found  the  ta^  so  paijotfifh  *  H$  wisbedi  nsrbto 
lessen  thi^  plea8m*e  Edwin  sfipeas^d  to  e^xpffmm^ 
Irom  his  success,  yet  how  ooidd  i»e  congnatulate 
bim  on  a  scHbjecf  that  o^v^rvrhelincidMsheaitwJth 
sorrow*— -^Merciful  Csealor! -exclaimed  he^l^^ying 
down  the  pen,  ^  what  words  can  1  dsel  .M|r  son 
n  soldisr ;  ^  ittsoi  licensed  to  shed  blood  ;>  the  (diiod 
of  ^os^  who  ^nevM  wnmged  him  ;  nay,  ^Hdui)is, 
to  lose  his  own  in  quarrels  in  which  his  heart  has 
no  share-^a  heart  bo  tender,  kind,  and  dutiful,  to 
become  at  once  so  hardened,  as  to  triumph  in  the 
destruction  of  his  fellow-creatures !  Congi^atulate 
ium,  ah!  no,  it  is  impossible ;  I  will  simply  t^ 
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Inm  tl^at  I  amglad  he  is  satisfied;  but  tha^^or 
pyself  I  should  have  preferred  any  other  situation. 
Fa8diiai)ed';t8  he  apip!^r^  ImU  not  openly  show 
|oy^di£gliHt^'b^t'1^y  lettifiBt  methods  endeavour  to 
Mftds;«D  his:  tf  al  dtspositionV  wlxidi .  for  aoiiie  time 
li89<<4^pefiurod  «k)]ftded  h^  or  he  bad 

Mveijjkft>his^;fantiily  and  betrothed  bride  to  follow 

a  vain  and  empty  shadow.'  *  • 

V  i^|!6dfwin^sr letter  was^  as  he  expressed,  mild^  yet 
ixmgBftiQji  Hie  did  not  coiQmand  his  son's  return,, 
bat  inateodiiced^ 'Subjects  which  he  thought  might 
ttkeopr^evit,  ^aa  tte  happiness,  of  WiUiai|i»,  the 
kmdneib  of  Mrs.  Ralin^^  theunefusiness.of  Agises,. 
"Mve  liew>aBFahgen)ent  .between  the  ^miliesr.  and 
tnrilgr^  ifllie.dftdi^ot  £nd  a  very  particular  Q.ttach- 
^nbt^D '  'tfa6  i  UBW  profession  he . waa  engaged  .in, 
'BetnaBdTs  fartn  mm  eoftirely  at.  his  command^^as 
ffiUiiatttjioiily  tield  it  in  trust  for.  A|^ea»  apd 
would  rejoice  tp  rdinqiiish  it— The, letter  cQn-; 
dad/ed^  h^ /showed  it  to  no  one»  that,  in  ^^e  he 
vis^disatipQii^ed,  they  might  not  judge  of  his 
t€deati5n^  n&r  yie*  too  hars|ily  of  l^win;.  h{E^;then 
j«medr;Bemard«  who  was  Seated  with  his  iqgpf 
Hlfe  befprct  h^»t  filling  a  bumper  be  drank.;to 
!^wino8'h^tii»  conc^udmg  with  a  wish^  that;.'he, 
:^Qi^t  liYB  iNi  1|e  a  gen^araL' 
-:  *^flfeaven  fo^bH  '*  inyoliinitJirily  ^acul^d  Qpd 
^  fidii^'  wlfpt^  how  znucl]^*  cs^mage  nnist  he;  wa#le 
"^icteig^  bc^re  he  could  arrive  at  that  bright  T^ 
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CHAP.  XI, 

Edwin's  letter  had  reached  the  family  at  Ingle^ 
wood,  as  they  were  m  the  midst  of  im[iocent  joy 
and  friendship,  Godwin's  answer*  was  also  re- 
ceived by  Edwin  in  a  mon^ent  of  exultation,  for 
be  had  entered  upon,  and  assumed  the  dress  of^ 
bis  new  profession,  gaqdy  distinguishing  sjcarlet 
<«*- Strange  that  th0  nunisters  of  a  business  so  re- 
plete with  horror,  as  that  of  war,  $houl4^  wear  sq 
triumphant  and  gay  a  habit,  whilst  those  of  r^li^ 
gion  are  clothed  in  moumfql  blacli^,  which  appears 
to  denote  their  profession  gloomy,  mysteripi»« 
and  sad*— Hateful  prevarication;  true  religion  ii; 
simple,  clear,  and  open  as  truth,  and  needs  nq 
habit  of  assumed  gravity  to  implajiit  it  on  tbP 
human  heart, 

,  « Since  God  is  ever  pr^ent,  ever  felt, 

la  t])e  void  waste  as  in  the  city  foil ; ' 
And  \vhere  He  vital  spreads  there  must  he  joy.* 

Whitmore  had  introduced  Edvi^in  in  his  n^yt 
decoration  to  his  lady,  saying,  *  There,  Madadd, 
what  think  you  now  of  my  pupil?  I  doii't  believe 
there  is  a  handsomer  fellow  in  the  re^ment-'  Ta 
confess  the  truth,  Edwin's  natural  good- person » 
phowedto  advantage  in  his  military  s^cpouireDfi^Bts^ 
and  which  rnay  be  easily  surmised  by  th^  ansivf^^^ 
the  lady,  \Vho,  viewing  him  from  head  to  fijpf,  v^^b 
more  than  usual  kindness,  coincided  in  ji)tei;jt(|l&'t 
band's  opinion,  as  did  also  Mrs.  DdUner„.]i^o 
isK)oa  after  joined  the  party.    Thus  tfe^J^.^gillb) 
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uncommon  kindness  by  Mrs.  Whitmore,  and  en- 
couraged by  general  approbation,  Edwin  felt  a 
self-satisfaction  that  he  had  never  before  expe- 
rienced, and  iafterwards,  when  alone^  as  he  passed 
the  large  glass,  in  the  drawing-room,,  could  not 
avoid  steaiiiig  a  glance  at  his  own  figure,  which 
appeared  both  new  and  delightful  to  him.— At 
this  moment  his  father's  letter  was  presented  him; 
its  contents  at  once  gave  both  pleasure  and.  pain; 
he  rejoiced  at.  their  happiness  and  success,  biit 
grieved  at  the  uneasiness  of  Agnes,  tenderness 
ana  gratitude  fof  a  mqment  obliterating  ambition, 
'i  wiflle^ve  all,'  sai<J  he,  *to  show  my  affection; 
iwiilv  relinquish  my  aspiiing  hopes,  and  once 
laore  sink  into  a  plain  and  humble  farmer.'-^r  As  he 
i^k|e  iie  jraised  his  eyes  from  the  letter  to  the 
MTor,*  and  vanity  again  resumed  her'  sway. 
>  Fool  that  t  was  to  leave  the  country,  unless  I 
had  courage  to  pursue  my  fortune ;  it  is  but  to 
taste  of  the  cpp<of  {^osperity,  and  then  to  dash  it 
from  my  lips.  Witk  what  pleasure  could'  I  resume 
my  labaar,^hefl  I  tefeoUect^dhow  dear  ithad  cost 
me,  to  drudge  through  the  day  in  a  coarse  cluni^y 
B&Bil,  and  at  night  to  return  to  a  mere  cottage, 
»)^(^i^d  to  the  elegant  mansions  I  am  now  aq- 
cAstbitied  toi  Agnes  cannot  require  such  a  sacri- 
flfei;  itwbuid  involve  herself  in  thpconseq  , 

of  MjpfWly.— No,  leather  let  me  reSpijble  my  efforts , 
i^^SifiMtement,  which,  onC^  obtWi^^  I  V*W  ^Y> 
tk^dMA^et,  vAake  her  parCater^O^fiiifty  j^^^ 
arifffote^her'te  confess  that  I  fek  tW,mo^^^ 
feifliFS&fiis  t^'shbW  my  ;,V,  ■ 

<*Wlth''McKM  resolution  it  may^  ieasily  ^iconjec^ 
tii^y)S^UMef  he  TeiuWea  to  his  father;  it" 
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was  affectionate  and  grateful,  but  at  the  same- time 
expressed  in  the  warmest  terms,  his  satisfaction 
at  his  change  of  fortune,  his  sanguine  hopes  of 
preferment,  and  finally,  entoeating  him  to  console 
bis  beloved  Agnes,  and  assure  her  of  his  mialter^ 
able  fidelity.  For  the  farm  he  denied  all  present 
or  fiiture  claim  to  it,  adding^  'he  hoped  to  gdia 
both  honour  and  fortune  without  intruding  on  the 
little  property  so  justly  his  brother's/  Such  was 
the  purport  of  Edwin's  answer,  after  which  he 
joined  the  family  at  dinner :  Whitmore  was  that 
evening  particularly  engaged  immediate^  afier, 
and  consequently  the  young  ensign  left  v^ith  Us 
lady  and  Mrs.  Delmer.  The  behatioui^x>f'tiie 
former  was  striking,  the  utmost  dii^tioiee  and 
hauteur  were  now  changed  into  polite  and  at- 
tentive.  kindness,  and  being  that  evfening  en- 
gaged to  accompany  Mrs.  Delmer  *to  rtie  play, 
after  the  removal  of  coffee,  she  said,  ^Whtttsay 
you  sister,  shall  we  take  this  young  scddia* 
with  usr  • 

Mrs.  Delmer  acquiesced  with  t>leaaure,  and 
Edwin,  at  once  astonished  and  delighted  at  such 
uncommon  condescension,  which  he  could  only 
account  for  by  attributing  it  to  the  £gtvourab]je 
alteration  his  person  had  undei^one,  bowed  his 
thanks,  ai;id  accompanied  them  with  the'  highest 
pleasure.  « 

Mrs.  Whitmore  was  too  muqh  the  tonfor^faer 

.  party  to  pass  linnoticed ;  her  new  e»ci«^  attliMs^ 

universal  attention;  nor  was  his  vanity  ^ifiC'Mttle 

gratified  by^ome  whispers  he  heard  aidMHiiSfiS^M to 

^  theiadie^reispectinghis  fine  persons  TfaeqU^Mlcm 

af  'Who  id  he?'  virasbyno  means  ro  Ma«ri% 
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and  gave  him  great  embarrassment,  until  he  heard 
Mrs.  Whitmore  reply,  *A  youi^  gentleman^ 
whose  friends  residing  constantly  in  the  country 
liave  intrusted  his  introduction  into  life  to  Mr. 
Wliitmore*' 

-  Afterthe  play  they  adjourned  to  Mrs.  Delmer's, 
where  they  supped,'  and  soon  after  Mrs.  Whitmore 
and  Edwin  returned  home.    Whitmore  was  yet . 
abseiit)  and  his  lady,  apparently  in  no  haste  to  re- 
tire, proposed  a  game  at  piquet.     Edwin  was 
OTerwhelmed  witli  shame ;  he  simply  knew  it  was 
ftgdme  at  cards,  but  was  totally  unacquainted 
with  that  as   any  other,   save  a  little  of  whist, 
and  that  he  had  sometimes  humoured  Fanner 
Bernard  by  suffering  him  to  beat  him  at  crib-  , 
bage  or  all-fours.    Mortifying  as  it  was,  he  was 
forced  to  confess  his  ignorance,  at  which  Mrs. 
Whitn<»re  laughing  heartily,  said,   '  Well,  I  must 
teach  you  then ;  but  how,  in  the  name  of  wonder, 
did  you  contrive  to  stupify  your  evenings  in  the 
country?    Oh!    now  I  remember  Mr.  Whitmore 
'told  me  y<m  had  a  true  love,  so  I  suppose  you 
.«pent  them  with  her,  vowing  eternal  constancy, 
^«etting  old  age. and  ugliness  at  defiance;    then 
teadging  home  at  nine  o'clock,  you  drank  a  glass 
'  of  ale,  asked  your  mother's  blessings,  and  adieu 
t.tilL&i^e  next  morning!  Nay,  never  blush,  Edwin, 
I  am  sure  I  have  guessed  r^ht:  but  times  are 
lehai^i^;  what  might  do  very  well  for  Edwin 
(Godwin,  &nner,  would  be  highly  improper  for  a 
^{foapg,. officer,    whose ^  fortune  depends   on  his 
(jiipecsoa  And. his  sword.    But  enough,  take  your 
uoifcwdft,  ♦wf  ^ill  play  for  nothing  to-night;  next 
•^tilWi  jif h;^  uqt  let  ^ou  off  sp  easily.' 
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Edwin  was  too  nuich  confw^d;  to.  tepl]r»  hA 
the  silence  was  sfaort»  ibr  ^Mrs^WhitwoceiWas  ton 
lively  to  suffer  her  compsmMW  tfftl9»*ilioagbtftil; 
and  the  time  flew,  pleasantly:  tiU.ihi^clook/i^radii 
two,  when  Edwin  apologized  for  l^'ealungwi  long 
OTk  her  rest,  and  soon  after  iretiijed^  ^Mrsi^.iWbil>  I 
more  saying  as  he  left  her»:S¥ou  hfttfdbidi^rto 
not  considered  me  as  {[OUT  frittdi;i  dfeam>td«nigU 
that  I  am  truly  sucbf.  and!  pi^fhs^psi.yfin^may^fliij 
your  dreams  realised/  ,       i   *     ?   ;.  •  -       jv    r 

Edwin  retired  too.  wpM  satisfied  tto  Ml  imnedk^ 
ately  aifleep,  and  when  JaHdi4fiti4^(b|it&td)ix^l^ 
the  objects. that  duni^,tji0j(i«y^^    ^fiatdsddiitttt 
such  exquisite  ple^ise;  Ata»?%rly  biftifa^WhkniM 
entered  Edwin's  apoiiAivimUfi^A^^ 
him :  He  had  faeei^  up  aU^night»>^andi  hividrpiiiii^ 
.  consequence  w^s  disordered*  <NttJtoii^mdttMa^ 
his  features  wai;  redoiihled*  i  f  SdwAi^'  saoAih^Hli 
could  not .  retire,  without  juiferns^g  i  ^noof rfatff^ 
success ;  .1  haTeaUnigh|;Jbeene^figad;ltfthaBM»ifi 
and  have  brbught.off .  two  .thumfOuA  pctainds  m^ 
notes  an^l  cash,  ai^d  shall  io^nu^jpt^mr^/r^Cfi^^ 
hundred  pounds  more,  whiqh  majcea^he  JwHoteiofi 
my  winnings  two  thousand  four  >htindmd)3t^^l^(W 
shaU  accompany,  me  whenlgiD  i^tin;:t{iiid;'iify^ 
.  your  fortune/    Edwin  cong;^taJbted  hia  |MtBolk' 
on  his^iiccess^  whQ  soon  ufta  wtifed  tQliMl}^ 
living  £dw:in  possessed  iii^.BK  Idea  tti^ 
he  but  be  lucJ^y^. enough  itolesMrn.thi^^q 
science^  his  ibrtiwe.wab  in4ubit9l>^i^^ 

'  Whitmore  was  ixue  to. his. profuse); fhf^iiolra^ 
duced  Edwin  the  fdlQ:wing  levenitf^,  iimdii^^ 
that  for  that  »ight  tliey.shouldj  Jw  paittsrti*/ 
their  su<pces^.    jBdwin  would  havi^.t^bl^^MbJti^ 
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Vttt  WhitmoTe  was  peremptory,  for  ararice  was 
not  amoiig^  his  yic^s ;  and'  fortune  again  fayouring 
)iiin^  he,  the  next  morning,  pi'esented  Edwin  with 
ttc^ohujidi^d  gninba^,  th^  moiety  of  what  he  had 
vori  t)ie.€¥^iig  before.  Edwin  now  considered 
gUi^g-oA^B.  neimp^failitig  resource,  atid  became 
ipdefiutigftfaie  in  Iteaming  its  arts  and  tny^taries, 
il09ViphKyiiig)<Ai  hib  own  fund  with  various  sitccess, 
bdf  f€rf^e>g«neralp^t^iic€essfiiUy^'  'Whenever: 
he  was  disengageid  from  Whitil^oire,  he  wa$  a 
ooBfitaoofi  cit^iBtid^iitott  his  lady,  or  Mrs.  Delmer, 
fttttjamd^iby^'Hteir^^tti^tidfi,  and  through  their 
i«bt>dii)stidh>  bniviei^ally  w^r  received.  Mrs/ 
Priiiitai^lM^iiad^ve^^ega^  gratitude  and 

dsteedi^  ='«s  h^'  behiiviour  had  been  utiiformly 
k&id;i'i<liBt'  His- seiitittieftts  for  Mrs.  Whitmore 
weFB'O^'a'idKil^rent^atiite,  he  owed  her  no  gratis 
ttidei  'il^*  could  he  in  his  heart  esteem  her ;  yet 
Aieli'^was  the  be*lftty  of  her  person,  and  the  fasci« 
aatikm^^^f^har  miners,  that^he  frequently  could 
ftdt  aTOideiltyit^  Whitmore  the  possession  of  so 
0hamiing-«  wioman ;  nay  initiated  as  he'now  be-f 
dame  daily  inter  life,  he  perhaps  Would  not  have 
sertipled'to'teU  her  so,  had  she  a^ipertaiiied  to  any 
other  man  (  but  his  heaii:  Wats  not  ye^  sufficiently 
^kktod  io  attempt  to  debauch  his  friend's  wife^ 
4ie«igh  the  la^  by  no  means  appeared  inclined 
Mi^aruieltyvlti^' Edwin  ^as  frequently  obligied  tcf 
%na<teiiipt»tion  so  hard  to  be  resisted. 
Whitmt)!^,'  in  the  mean  time,  was  perpetually 
eviang:  methods  to  get  Enima  into  his  power, 
%f<biMgh;t%e  ardour  of  his  passibu  was  someT 
iriiatdMitefl  b^  tSle' Ifength  of  time  he  had  been 
9ibk^i6t&m  heir/  yet  her  charms  were  noi  Oblite- 
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ratted  from  his  memoiry.  He  bad  fpi^^e^xomredf^ 
persuade-'Mrs.  X>6lmer.,.9ad(alsp  Mi^JS^t  ^j^i^W^u 
to  invite  her  for  a  short  ^paoe  to.toijKf^.;  b^ft^.jbft^w 
ladies  had  receivedth^  pro|)09al;Q#)CQi<^gr,,t^|j^|^ 
necessity  he  had  b^qn  obliged  ;to  ^ebnquj^l^^it.j^ . 

Ten  months  hftd  [msS^d  ^inQfitJ^ymMi^^^^'^^^ 
wood,  and  in  that-shoipt  spi^c^ke  Jbip^didajiAjr  i^^ 
proved,  tbsit'  little  '^99Mmti9kgM!WT^t}^^^ 
ar  complete 'M^nql.theWcirld.'   .A/€iw.^|f^% 
of  wine  no  Iqngei:  diaQ0mposed:bi«  h^,;  ^j5^l|^ 
swear,  and  retire  occasionally,  witl^  ajkifl:di^?^<W^4! 
without  feeling  such  aqt^te  ri^f^^e^aa^h^^^^^^ 
first  experienced ;  though, .  to.  CC^ifass^  .t^^^^,^ri™, 
tjiese  errors  ev^  y^t;gay^,  him  R9flp(et,co^jgu^ct^^j 
and  were  as  freKluently  foi?swppi  .?^  Cf^Bbi^i^^^ 
bwt  *he  terrier  ^f  prpbity  and  .trwtfe  fln,<?^  )^Tf#^ 
tfee  Violation  5of  a»  Path  W9«  a  l;ri[%,  i^^n^f^^^^ 
kiiithis  case  con»t|«itly  forfeitedf    Hft.s^^ma^^^^^^ 
tained  ah  untoterrupted  correspppde^ip  .'^i^^^^^ 
funrily  at Inglewpod,  and  detprjmiwd  Ift.yisi 
iii  a  short  time,  preparing  presentp  i^hacj^^^^^^ 
thought  hiight  be  accpptabl^^  .^h^t  foj^.  4g»;?ff 
being amitiJature  of  himself  uf.  h^  ija^fop^ .,  ^(to^ 
^pvening,  hiiTing  repaired  to  the  ,gan[jiip^r)^ou|e.a$[ 
iisual^  f<wrt:une  wa«  peculiarly  iii|kjit)[4?  %/^?^- 
d^ubi?dhisbeti&,  l09t  again,  redoubled^th^ip,  bu$ 
ftir  vara- every  effort;  he  was  strippedi  of  alf  hi 
l^eaity  money,  and  before  he;  left  off,,  foiled  hi^eff 
ifoiisiderably  in  debt,    Whitmore  had  also.lieeu 
lulbuccesgfid  latelyj^  therefore  he  ^o^ij^  ?jl)f  t^a 
of  ^ppljrmgit©  hi|j|,,th9ugh  tho^strap^ 
.^h^nthft  ^ymmP^  5m  acknowJedgBci^n^^^ 
debt/'>whic^l;BdJ«fifr^^^8  n&c^fi^^ted^i^^)^^ 
ttlough'heiilMft^  )^  how.tp  d^seh^^ei^ty   !!  .     ; 
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Distressed  what  to  do  with  himself,  for  it  was 
not  yet  his  hour  to  retire,  and  well  knowing 
Whitmore  aiirf  his  lady  were  both  abroad,  he 
cafied  At  MtH:  Delmer's,  whom  he  fbxmd  at  home 
and  alonte:  She '  rfectsived  him  with  her  usual' 
fciiiiJn^s^VWt  gently  upbraided  him  for  so  sel- 
ddiil  ^hi^fig  hef,  e^reesing  her  fears  that  he 
was  hot  miore  property  engaged.  Edwin  defend- 
ed^'Kim^eif  with  great  gallantry  for  so  young  a 
fegli[ii.e¥,'  'prbtAiilirig  that  hereafter  she  should 
IfeVe'iB  rei^S(W*tb'  comptein,  except  it  was  of  his 
too  ^isiju^nltiy  troubling  her. 
''^Tou'^1  d6'%ell,'^repKed  the  k^  ;  '  it  is  time 
tt)lnBW-'^ox!if  frf  ;  I  have  been  indefatigable 
fcr  y6^¥'^^^  hardly  be- 

fltoi^&^'aL^o'ii^i  on  me ;  hay,  I  can  with  certainty 
stesrar^f'Hfei^'th^^  ^11  be  raised  on  the  first 

fMSijtr^lBsrt-happfetaig  lii  yotir  regiment,  which  I 
me^^^i^kmn  to  brieve  will  not  be  long.' 
^yfepA'^i^ons  Mr:  Whitm^  exclaimed  Edwin, 
Maow^^atl  I  ever  repay*  such  unbounded  obliga- 
Wf  ^t,  thy  d^r  Mkd^itt,  when  did  he  inform 
jocof  TSiis,'foi^  he'nev^r  mentioned  it  to  me 1' 

*^*  wouid'be  Very  stratfge  if  he  should,'  replied 
!^  isSy,  *  as  he  is  totally  una<5quainted  with  if 
&i^^^l!r  lii  lihort,  Edwin,  not  to  keep  you  in 
l^en^e;'  yotir  entrance  into  the  army  was^  my 
^'  as  1  thought  it  the  most  speedy  means,  of 
_  ifon  'to  notice.   My  first  dtoign  was  nev,ef 

j^t  yoti *knoW  to  v^honi  yon  were  obliged;  but 

|m  it  'iearyou  are  constantly  tugaged'^  the 
wimW-^^        or  else  witfe  ottiefr  k<«e  «»>mpaiiy^ 
ifl^tiJ^itwiMendlytowartt^y^ 
and  to  taPj^dtt  J  do  not  ii^pw^t^r^-ywir Jirbn^woti^ 

4  M 
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Edwin  was  too  much  astonished  to  reply  for 
some  moments,  but  threw  himself  at  Mrs.  Del-^ 
tper's  feet,  where,  as  soa»  as  he  could  articulate  - 
his  thanks,  he  was  profuse  in  his  promises  to  act 
inamaimpra^should  hcfeafteft^d^^euveth^rfaTO^ft 
Ab  we  easily  believje  wl^ajt  w^  wi^h^  MifeaDeliheB 
was.no^  inexorable  ;  JE^dwi^  vowed  blai^^^riastii^ 
gratitude;  Mrs.  Delnier, inriBt»i:«,»pix)miqingbe» 
friendship,  and  protection :  Jn  fifliey>thefCOBi^efaB»f 
tjon  becs^ne  almost  critical  .h«fpx/p/tb«y  ipartddrfotJ 
the  m^t,  Edwin  promising  tq  br^t^^astMith  h&A 
the  next  morning.  ,    .  .  .v  i^   ooi  «iiv' 

,  On  a  review  of  what  had  pfiiMfdv  Jitenita^iixii^ 
i)Ow  such  a  novice  but  to.  dis(coX0r4hlituheiriHght' 
at  once  step  into  an  independent  i£partto.ejwitin(fiu^ 
further  trouble ;  ,the  only .incumbsa*ic^:a  mtSo^Bssif 
t|i;e^t  too  a  h^dspme,  apiiahle  w^ioten :  b^dliheiii 


ened  his  ajflfectipsn  fqr  h^r,  yet  hip  pnoieii^eitd&i^'^ 
as  i]9ic|iQation,.bp]and  hm.  Whatjl'ii^MrJx^ifail^i^i 
s?gr  1  ,\ViHiaift,  ev^^ry  onpi  tfeey  Twrtld-feptocAaM^ 
curse  j^n^  djaspisfshim^  whilp,4gB^aJter^fe4^i"^i?'!^ 
perb^^ps  ^  with  grief..  O©;  tteet  dthtir^^idl^,  iwtol< 
did  gratitude  demand  f  H^nQw«elwjMr8;Dehnef<1 
a^bis.bi^t  frie^ad ;  through  her  b(^/0€iiuld-dijBitharg«i 
allliis.  obUj^atio^s,  a|xd  r^alu^  his  Mo^S9Meiai%a 
pro^P^qt^. . .  j^ij£h;wa§.the(  cpuy^ict  iiit,.Ednhr'silKHii 
s^iqa  ]y^n  Ije  Tjrort^tp  ifes^,  ^iU  t^oaeslnesBougktoi 
fei^i  ^^ ,  p^Jg.  0^  ^qt^g  wrtm^i'.  yet  ,liOo  iweah- ioo 

P#i}fnilJ^Pfi»  ml,RP»^P*  h»BpinfiB».<.M  -il  .nir 
-9}.';i!l  ?i.  v.-ru-.  •,.!"5"  ••  !••  :-  •:  :  ""  nvi->-^n 
Qhif-i  yo*.  !lr/'-  i. '   ^  *^'-  ,    ■•  ■  • '    -  •,  "--•••'  -^'^ii  ^"^^'^ 
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.l^a    .-!:,       -,*  •  -.■■    ;^   '  1  —   '     ■•'.    "•     r 

sh;iM'W,.:       -^    CHAPi'Xll.        ' 

Bdwiar  waited  on  Mrs,  Deimer  at  an  early  hour;, 
andcllGAAnd'  Ker  Already  prepared  to  receive  hirn. 
4li^^bmak£ikf  the  discourse  of  the  preceding 
€?^kiin^"imf$'  tenewted  r  as  before  it  became  una- 
vddaWy  int^^eetin^j'  arid  Edwin,  urged  by  ambi- 
tioti;]biffoiieii^^wafe  awkre/ had  prostituted  vows  ot 
hsk  8ltiM#«i  ©eteiet^s  feet.    The  lady'^  partiality 
was  too  obvious  to  suffer  her  to  reject  them ;  in 
ftart^fbet^^c^tim^iaiidthtT^  regardless  of  what 
VEiaidueitoJhe^elf;  as  asmbitibh  had  made  him  of 
tkBij1tBmc9edli  irod  hioral  tie,  and'  a  mutual  jpromise 
ifa8je;»bimBg«^  t^  be  married  the  first  Opportunity,  ^ 
theflaftyistiptilatittg  that  the  marriage  should  be^ 
k^twdrerfiinttt  bis  promotion  took  place!    This 
rttK)h|tk)ii^^vmK  too  agreeable  for  Edwin  to'  contend ' 
ifc^ifeefhr^ri^ed  iii#  vows,  and  by  agreement  it  wais 
a^jk9igtkrresolV4!^d/tlntt  he  should,  evfen  that  very 
(^Slifflqplplyf  ft>r'^  Ifcense,  aiid  that  theff  hands 
skofrld  Wb  joined  on  the  morrow.    Whitmore  was 
by\iii}  iUesmil  to  be  apprised  of  this  mancetiv^,  as 
h0miig;kt  iendeavottir  to  prevent  it,  which,  though 
notiiL»kiB  power,  might  give  them  trouble.  A  hid-" 
military  tfabiight  Isti^ck  Edwin,  that  this  conceal-  ' 
mAd  bore  tbe^ppearance  of  ingratitude ;  but  his 
cons^nee  had  becrnne  daily  more  accommoda-' 
%g,  md^trfa^n  bi&reflected  that  he  should  sooli  havB  ^ 
it  m  his  pow^to  pajf  all  pecuniary  obligatioii^,  hi^  * 
presently.stifled  the  idea.    The  £stmily  at  Ingle- 
wood  gave  him  yet  more  pain :  *  I  will  see  them 
(jnce  more/  said  he,  *  before  my  marriage  i»  an-. 
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nounced,  after  which  I  will  hakten  ^oad  Wti| 

th?y  are  reconciled  to  the  «tepl  have  tak^n,  taid 

Agnes  is  perhaps  mj|,rried.^^E| — — —u  is  tn  that 

thought,  why  did  it  ii^terfere?    I  wouM  sooiier 

see  her  dead  thj^n  iii  the  anfns  of  another/    Ev^ 

thing  being  prepared,  on  tihe  appointed  tnor^og 

Mrs.  Delmer  ordered  her  c^triage  to  the  GflBeu 

*  )Park,  where  3he  dismissed  it  With  the  ftfer+afiats, 

.ordering  then^  to  return  in  4  co^^e'  of  ^hoiirs. 

Jlere  ^he,  as  appointed,  met  Edwih,^  wh*>  l^fW 

to  a  hq.ckney  coach,  in  which  Ibey^ooii'teached 

'     the  churih,  where  she  plighted  hito  hei  ft^e^lkitb, 

for  which  h^  returned  her  a  cou^tejtfi^t, 'i^e^eaj 

'   jiot  being  in  his  pQwer  to  give.         '    «'      '"v 

''  '  .  Tbecerei^^ony  o\et  they  separated^  kii^^^Ii^  re-t 

^ij^med'to  her  coaoli)  wnich  SihBitmiit^^fjy  o^er* 

'  '  ed  home^  where  she  fofind  Edwin  hlread^^^ltiBg 

/or  her.    The  naorning  was  passed' i&'fiiiS^ 

'^  ^"pldiis  for'the  future:    Mre.  Drifter  kv^^Salf  iur 

cliiied,  in  defiance  of  her  first^e^dltttioii,'fft^6blare 

*'  ';  her  marriage  imine4iately,  that'dfae  ixj|i^ht  WioiorQ 

' ;  '  The  sejp^ratfed  from  a  ms^n  sh^ iendeply l^Ved'j  but 

'    £^win  vms  by  hotneans^a^^ 

}  tio%"for,  though  itwould  ^ye'gi^tifiedt)3i'|>iid^ 

•  '^  to  Imve'jirticlaimfed  hid  kfll^  dfelay  ta 
-  ' ;  i^B  woild  in  general,  yet  'he  Wi^heii^tif  ^lijtr^ct 

"'  <hei  discovery  for  some  tim^  fWmi- Jh^eyood 
^   *  ^  ttieri^rerca^^ 

^  ^ '  |:hat,^  ihb'tigh  to  be  pferpetwofly Atlth  her^^  th« 
^     '^  flr^t  bFKifli  ^«hei»,  yet,  for  -her  imOiW;;»^W^ 

*  -^  wal^^d^^i'er  than  his  own  K 

%o  relih^sh  If  tintir  hfe  ^i«midti$^*  tt^^  ^lac^ 

' '  '"^  'ipohspfeioiisf  that  |tt  tike  mt 


i  i  '|«r^iliyiw.a#  p3P» tpye?y  ,|ippr  with  her  ,l{e  ccmld 
!>,|iteal  ^Qmherbrdtkpr.'   .  :    ■  ,• 

!i; . ;  f'^m  will  not  your  ponst^nt  visits,'  replied  f  he, 
7  >il.®ye»(^or<!  4is*g?P;^WeroQn»  f^r^cojgijectiire  than 
, ,  ^^  a  fiitl^UiC  aypwjU.  |    tl^erje  is  iadeed  one  way, 
^^MJOWl,fia^\]^r^  y{0\M  permit  your  sister  Epani^  tp 
mf90s  g^BH^  tim^.withwie,  the.yisits  mjg^t  th^»  b^ 
.tijrttiiiljut^  tfl  ft^  j  l^^pjose  you  write^  ^  '^fi^»«!?* 
.nitsjinferw^.  yo^p  fe^her.of  oyvr  marria^^  ^SSow 
;  ,iJr6?HiQUifor  ^jQswepliflg  it  8om,e  sjiort  time  ?; 
lBdj/;*)}lH.iatljeir»'  Replied  Edwin,  'is  poj^rieai  an 
,Hji^§l!^  |0^u4l!  cwjceajmeut,  that  Ji^  woi^j^Ufver 
(fW7CSj|pe)^,toi«^p  piip.  S(?cret;  biit  inm^edi^tels  Wr 
puse  me  of  deceit  l\o  ^r,  ,\Yhitmoxe»  anddi^c^o^e 
-31  itf|(J,b»n^  ;iM  yi,  ^»»»'  continued,  he,  f  if  yoi; 
iy  bBand?8!?»»d.  i^,  receivp  l^er,  the ,  best  way  jwi^j  hfi 

Smt#|feewJ«>?Hffpj|i9]rtQC0^^'  ,.  ,  , ,,  .  /.  . 
ni  lif!3n^j>tan|  ?^W  by  no  mi^ns  a^e'caUeto' Mr?, 
mi'pglfliep «, .  fh»  J^new  sh^  had ,  .^  bejoved  r^y;aJi  at 
sioijfo^fiwood*  and  though  Ildwin  ha^  giyep^vera 
JmljJf^fith^  4^«s  had. lost  her  power  over  his 
■fn^ilsSfttiy^  ^e  feared,,  though  be  w^p  irr^ofaWy 
-•biiijisj^li^ii^Oftiw^ftwijim  into  ih?  way  of  so  d^ger- 
ot  i(4hiiB  #ftT^^;,slje  thereforp  4««t?»^^  Jfojp?  this 
J)3Hjp«^pfls«^^  Jt^ut  EdviP,  who  axdentiy  ^ifish^i©  see 
;  boc|ii^^kpd#<PPOBpKM'e  yi\aie  he  coiUd  aitpecg- before 
hiulfttfm'Jnth  t^setnblf^ncei^f  probity^'press^  the 
9(h  ;!fej9sin0ss;jBp^tr9p}ouply^  ^d  d^clwed  Wn^If  so 
doiii-jtot^Uycbirot^  to,bei',^h^t^a^  l^i^h  h^  pl^fained 
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hide  yonrsejf  all  day  yesterday  ?    J  ,  souglft  y** 
half  over  the  town?  .  •  iuA 

Edwin  ,who  wa^  now  be^^ppaf  m  ad^pl  m  felse- 
hood,  replied,  'that h^  h^d  jbeep  en^|^d|tl)e4^ 
before  with  the  army  ag^t»  and  li^ewi^  ^baj; 
morning,  and  calling  on  hisretiirH  on  Mrs*  XMioi^ 
she  had  detained  him  by  a  kind  proposal  of  Bn^^y 
ing  for  Emma  ta  pass  a  few  i^ooth^  with  hei^f;  J 
^  Few  subjects  could  have  given  Whiftiofe^^ 
xnuch  satisfaction ;  he  applauded,  hi&^si^tl^,  ^Az 
Was  on  the  point  of  offering  to  aQcom|iiiQy  'B4fti)a^^i 
but  prudence  soon  pointed  out  th^  ^^Uf  ^^taah  brj 
step,  as  it  would  only  teiv|  tp,^FaJM!»^u?»ifll*W  % 
he  therefore  siinply  congratulated  kv?h  ^iJt^'^p^il 
proabhing  meeting  with  hiis  ftlen^s,  .addiiigi^iMitibJ 
a  i^ignificant  glance  at  his  sister,  .'  Apu^po^  ^F^iOfl 
ma^,  I  think,  as  i^ell  wed  Agn^  ,.ai^  Jlpi^^»^ 
to  town  with  you;  there  is  no  doubt  but  you.^fibi 
soon  gain  promotion,  and  I  havei^,p;bti^HqsC|(>, 
see  you  at  liberty  while  I  am  fi^ttqr^.'    .  v,.  Jx.  hah 

'*  Surely,'  replied  Edwin,  polauri^g  de€|^^i>  *<|l 
would  be  highly  imprudent  for  iniB;tOi,i(iai|y^7h5«i 
I-ii^-^1  have  no  such  intention/  ,,    .  hut? : ^ il  // 

*'Welt   said    prudence,'   retunied>,Whitippr%ii 
laughing,  *and  to  confess  the  truths  tjioil^  tke 
giktis  devilish  handsome,  she  has  mck  mmxiQft^i 
mielancholy,   tVt  it.  is  enough  to  gi?e.  ofie  tlie^J 
ague/  .  \  :    ^  -;-iiiw 

A  sigh  involuntarily  escaped  E4wm  :-r*  AgO^^^'W 
said  he,  *used  to  be  reckoned  a  very  cheerful  gipL'.tJ 

'Perhaps  so,'  replied  Whitm,ore  {  *  but  ivh^en iJti& 
saw  her  you  know  she  was  on  the  point  ^of  ib^mgrsv 
separated  frpm  her  lover.— Faimy  now  iii  iqi^^J^ 
my  taste,  thou^  perhaps  not  so  cridQaliy/^fl&fci 
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M  (  ^^tiV  yotxt  sister  £mnia  i&  certainly  nmcbj^ 
handsomer  Aan  either/  " 

'>*^li»pos8ible  that  you  should  think  so/  inte^-f 
ilj^M  Edwin;  •  Agnes  ,past  all  dispute,  is— ^,|*j 

^»^No*  so  handsopie  as  Emma,*  exclaimed  Mrs., 
Ddtt^>  ha^ly  ;  *  therfe  is  no  comparison  betwee9 
tWettr/'  ■  ••   -^     ;  ;   /.        ...i 

Edwin  instatitly  saw  his  mistake,  and  gulping 
arf  r^okitag  sigh  tiiat  had  nearly  escaped  him,  he 
siii^  *  Weiseldom  can  judge  so  perfectly  of  ouk;' 
T^htA^M^  M  those  who  have  not  been  so  accustom- ; 
edti&i4lii^r  ilJafures.* 

;  WhiWftore  how  proposed  to  depart,  Edwin,^^aSf 
he'4feft'tbe'#p^rinitot,  following  him;  but  pre- 
tliidfaigr  td  have  left  his  glove  he  returned,  whis-. 
pef^  ^%Oft  adieu  to  his  bride,  and  promised  to 
8«ili»^ftgk}n  as  «oonas  he  could  get  rid  of  Whiit- 

oDuriteg- the  whole  day  Edwin  was  thoughtfur^ 
aad  absent.    Whitmore  observed  it,  and  inquired 
tbe  ciilfee.^*  He   complained  of  the   headach^^, 
mffltin^  it-a^^retence  jfor  retiring  early,  leaving*, 
Whitmore  engaged  at  play,  while  himself  ^ept 
hi^a^^intfaierit  with  Mrs.  Delmer^ 

nAl  ^6  meeting  the  subject  of  his  intended 
ji&ttliey  t€^  Ingfewoodwas  renewed,  and  was  fixed 
to^Uke  J>lace  in  two  days.  Mrs.  Delmer  gently 
whispered  her  fears  that  his  attachment  to  Agnes 
I  wa«  :ftot  toti^ly  effaced.  He  vowed  to  the  cofi- 
trary  dn  her  lips ;  in  short,  hie  strove  to  dieceive,. 
aijb^h<^  loved  hinfi  too  well  not  to  believe  an  asse- 
vegsy^li  bo  congenial  to  her  wishes. 

fleteft  her  early,  that  no  surmises' nii^ht  take 
plaiSflf  »yut^forehis  departure  shfe][>resehtedhini 
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with  a  pocket-book,  desiring  him  to  peruse  it  at: 

his  leisure.     On  his  return  he  retired  ilbmediatehr 

to  his  apartment  to  examine  the  contents^  and  on 

the  first  leaf  found  the  following  words !— ^*  By  ttle 

wifroMhe  late  Mr-  Delmer  I  cannot;  alienate  ^^, 

part  ofcmy  jointure,  which  at  my  death  returns  to 

his  &mily.  ,  The  ready  .money  I  poaues^  is  near 

sixteen  thousand  pounds  in.the  fui^^^,  ajpidmay  a| 

(deasure  be  transferredi  .  £nclose4,afe  l?ills  for; 

ote  thousand,  with  which,  my  Edw^n,  4l$chfuige, 

any  (^ligations  you  may  hate  i^oi^trapted ;'  aijl  ^'^ 

ai^k  in  return  is  an  ujudivided  heart/  and jmi;  p.ffg5r« , 

tibtt^aKisinx^ere  as  my  awn/  ^    ^s  m.i  oJ 

:  BawiA  wai^  transported;  fdr  spme  moip^9|;^^]^ej 

thtotfght  himMif  perfectly  happy,  until  *  hxygr-j 

nfk^ddtitig  memory'  presented  the  disclpsu]^eip^l?tj^j 

itmrriage  at  Ingle  wood:    This  idea  pi|l;^\^^ 

happiness/tp  flight,  jeqiid  repk^oii^g  thfi,  ^oti^  1^^ 

a  tsigk"  be  retired  to  bed.    He  vras .s»  toft^ly.f^-r^ 

gaged*  the  next  day  ^th  Whitiiior^  :th«rf;^|^^^ 

fotmd  it  difficult  to  s^  his  bridie  imtil  eTej^ing»< 

Vlfae^  he 'framed  aH  excuse,  tb^tt  b»  h^  n)f?it,nit'i(;|^| 

set  off  e^rlf,*  be'  would  dleep  at  an  inn,. ;  that  ^ 

mig^ht  not  disturb  the  family :  He  accordingly.)^^ 

Mh  Whitmore  adieu  about  niuQ  o'clock,  be^r^^^ 

with  htmatbousaiul  remembrances  to  his.p8ai)§^^{ 

abd  *ec€ttvittg  a  strict  charge  to  re|tit(n  iq'  ^(ft; 

course  of  the  eimuing  week.  ,,    ;>--i.s-i 

Fridm  Whittoore;  he  hastened  to  Mrs^jpieln^^^ 

wlwi'reeeived  Wai  with  unfexgnejt}  6atisfac|^p9,|;^ 

Witft  heir  iie  passed  thb  remamjder  of  the  ^r^igon^ij 

th^  retirgdi  not  to  rest  as  he  told  h$n  vbi)^  i^  ^ 

chaiiie'#hieh  he1mdjnwaitiag>  find  in,  wjiicb  hi?> 

itiboftdrat^sist  out  oa  his  journey.  /  ,  j  .t 
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^y#i*r  %as  too  impatient  io  reach  the  Forest 
ti  s|iSfe  either  money  or  horse®,  and  accordingly 
atfiVed  the  third  evening  after  his  leaving  London^ 
A&Kii^jtiehds  were  unacquainted  trith  his  journey^ 
h^  jprotiiised  himself  great  pleasure  in  taking  tkeni  - 
Wsttfprise,  Jand  therefore  leaving  the  chajbe  at 
sonie'distanCle  Walked  up  to  the  house.-^^divin'a: 
ccm^i^kiid  irpirits,  ^  as  he  approached,  appeared : 
to  forsake  him ;  his  legs  could  scarcely  iHipporti 
m^yi^ht.'^'  Ifeel,^  cried  he,  with  anguisdi^  *  that 
r^^^a  viilaih,  a.meaii  perjured  villain,^ and  sjb^^ 
1^  ^briifaiHinat^  by-  my  presence  this?  seat  .of  innor 
c^nci^%nd*vfrtiie;  yet  they.  knOW'it-rnot  tlwy, 
mtik  tafe^HdrifeBt^tts  themselves,  ^  let 'mo'th^n  oj^p^i 
)ilt^e^Miij^ thepleasure  df their artletis caress^^/,? 
]^^^hidrtkch^d^tiie  kitche^t, window,  a»d  lool;-;| 
iii|'^6Vet  th^  shutler  saw  the  family  sitting.  r<M«i^i 
tfle^lilfe^  »&pper^having^ustfeeehjreia0        Mi^r 
i^lkc^  hy  a  jug  of  ale,    AgBees  sat  Appose  tO:. 
wKreBe  stood.    He  conteni^plated  lier  with  fcee^^ 
siif^proach-— her  pale  and  altered  features.  ^  fl^T 
lii^H-  Bernard  drtnk  ;hi^   healthy  aad  saw  thi^f 
fiSi^  Hht-eipressiv^c  blue  eyes  of  his;«d|tughti^ 
raised  in  silence,  as  if  ^itreati^^  the  mine  pf  hep-r^ 
?ftf/;^  fie  tould  bear^^      more ;  he  forgot  jill  bjit 
IhS^j^ii^c^^  beforehim,  and  rb^bing^intp  l^% 

hl8fiSfe*toodt>^oi'0t^«m.  JFor  a  nmm^nt^d^gyy^ 
ifi  g^efee Wdiiderv^  but^ihe  next  all  w^  vhftHm  W^j 
c^lfeiiif  ;«tlie'  mttgs.and  gl6asfe^.iwji5feiW^S^^ 
the  chairs  throwwidownrland^sijrisiii^^igg^^ 
5  '  '  N 


«  ^THE  PARMER  OP 

sides,  tears,  congratulations  and  embraces,  be- 
spoke his  welcome^  Agnes  alone  fixed  in  her 
chair,  appeared  unable  either  to  speak  or  weep. 
Tearing  faimi^elf  from  the  circling  embraces  of 
William  and  Fanny,  he  flew  to  her,  and  pressmg 
her  to  his  bostim,  forgot  every  other  object  m  the 
Creation:  •  Speak,  my  beloved  Agne^»'  exclaiWed 
he,  *  speak',  and  bless  me  vrith  thy  voice ;  I  am 
but  half  welcome  till  I  hear  it  from  thee/ 

*  Ay  do,  my  girl,'  cried  Bernard,  ^bSd  the  good 
lad  welcome;  Fll  wager  he's  come  to  claim  the^ 
for  his  own.' 

This  simple  speech  affected  the  griilty  Edtral 
like  a  stroke  of  Ughtning,  and  at  once  awolce  bkit 
from  his  transport ;  his  strength  forsook  hiin,  and 
unable  to  support  the  almost  fainting  Agnes,  he 
was  obliged  to  reseat  her  in  her  chair,  for  some 
moments  remaining  too  much  confused  to  replyl 
The  general  joy  was,  however,  so  great,  that  kSS 
disorder  passed  unnoticed.    Agnes  also  begald  t6 
recover  her  surprise,  and  at  length  tranquillity  re^ 
sumed  her  place  in  the  mansion., -  Behold  hiift 
now  seated  at  his  paternal  board  between  his  ve- 
nerable mother  and  Agnes,  holding  a  hand  of 
each^  and  alternately  pressing  them  to  his  lips, 
£mma  leaning  over  his  chair,  with  one  arm  ea*' 
circling  his  neck,  while  Godwin,  Bemati],  Wa^ 
liam  and  Fanny,  sat  round,  contemplating  (he 
change  a  few  months  had  ioaade  in  his  pefsoA. 

*  4^oks !'  exclaimed  Bernard,  *  how  the  boy  is 
altisireid !  why  I  scarce'kriew  him  when  he  cathe  Ih. 
If  J  did  not  wonder  what  fine  gentleman  we  had 
got !  ^I  thought  to  be  sure  he  came  from  the  hall ; 
but  egad  find  me  a  likelier,  come  from  where  6& 
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wU:  What  say  you,  Fanny?  To  be  ^ur?  he  js^ 
iftther  pale,  but  that  don't  signify.' 

'I  t^ijok^', replied  Fanny,  'that  JBdwin  looks 
t«ry  wdil,  though  not  better  than  I  have  seen 
Um ;  if  ever  in  my  eyes  he  look^  particularly  80|» 
l|  was  on  Whitsuntide  twelvemonth,  on  the  da^ 
our  parents  gave  their  consent  he  should  address 
^^^s,  a^d  promised  in  a  year  or  two  to  unite 
them. — Never  shall  I  forget  his  appearance  when 
}fe  came  to  tell  her;  we  were  seated  under  the 
great  walnut-tree ;  he  leaped  the  gate,  flew  to  her. 
the  utmost  animation  enlivening  his  features,  his 
tiairviRdisorder,  curlii]^ round  his  face ;  he  cs|,ught 
h^  in  his  armpi,  breathless  w^th  haste,  while  hi^ 
eyes  told  his  success  before  his  speech  returned/ 

'  Pshaw,'  cried  the  old  man,  /  thou  wert  always 
a  fool,^  Fanny ;  ^  to  his  curls,  when  did  you  ever 
$ee,a,gen4eman  wear  natural  curls^  except  here 
lod  there  a  (larspa?  Why,  his  head's  powdered 
now  and  pinched,  and  as  to  his  .eyes,  for  ought  I 
8^„  they  s^e  just  the  sapie  as  ever ;,  eyes  may  do 
jFeiy  well  for  girls  to  understand,  but  plaiq  Englisl) 
Ufjfme:  But>  Agnes,  w^t  say'st  thou,  dost  not 
like  hu^  better  than  before  V 

•  No,  sir,'  answered  Agnes,  timidly.-:-*  Edwin, 
a8,a«farnier,  or  a  prince,  will  be  equally  dear  to 
me\;  dress  can  make  no  difference;  I  love  him 
fair  himself,:  not  for  his  clothes.' 

VDid  ever  man  see  such  foolish  jiades !— ^Why, 
the  wenches  have  no  more  pride  than  my  grand- 
Baother's  cat ;  but  pr'y  thee,  Emma,  wl>at  think  you  ?' 
.  ^  Think  r  repeated  she,  *  why  I  think  what  I 
tild  you  before,  that  I  love  him  a  thousand  times 
1  ^tter  than  eyer,  though  he  has  not  got  his  red 


coat  oil.  i  d^eclare  it  Wg^r  tier^ffl-iiAtiirbd  ijitto 
comainit^  '         '^     '-  '      '^  '^pi* 

EdWin  now  prodtifced'  the  pidtwe  he"  rtaa 
l)rought  for  Agnes,  who  received  it  with*a  pyi3 
inre  that  found  tent  in  te^rife^-afl  ^miv^lt; 
^ven  GodWin  applauded  die  gatlanlry^^f  hii^  M^sS 

*  Why,  to  be  sni»e/  said  B^fnardy  '  it  ^g  v^^ 
pr6ttjr,  and  v^ry  like  ^  but  I'll  Ufsm  fit^idiitf 
fmg«$  to  fiinapence  tfadt  i^nn^xfilt^^cfiryoti  hte, 
ten  timeid  more  Hatur^^  Hf  ^jiMam/iil  tbe^otifM 
bf  a  riionth  or  two.!  4  -    ?  *      ;-  >  o^^f^Lfi 

'  Fanny's  blnshes  immfediatdy  dkeov«red''ihe 
*eci*6tti>]Bdwiul  *I thought,  b^ro^er,!  said^CSM^ 
iwin,^*  ^Vfth  'a  smile,  ^  ^ ou  had  promised  tee  mnsi 
i(y  mention  thtft  subject.*  ;         ^  f  n  n:4 

« Wh^,  ^  fttojrel  ever  will  fltooJttgf^ttoiiife^^ 
lior  aifaong  frieiids  iidttier,  if  ft^vtekes?  ImpMOM 
bless  in  bojr  6f  girt  how  I  iongiWf  i^e«iiti  €g^1 
ahall  iSbink  I  atn  gmwb  si  ymoig'  tt^^'at^a^  4ri 
dandfeitin^myaitns/     -   '  *  -^  --^    »*  ? ^^r*  b:te 

Godwin,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  discbu^^^lMgM 
to  quej^i^n  hid  son  rj^peefing  Iriii  Hiiu[^i<m%id 
fntni^^xpectancied.  J^win  pointed  thrift  ta^^ 
mo^  advki^tageous  light,  riepreiiienti^  h&»  pi^MlP^ 
lion  iMi  <;4r€ain  in  a^hort  time.  •  lVfrs;'Deln^'# 
apoke  of  with  the  highest  ^e|s[pect^  sa^^j  *<t&8l 
liei-  interest  Ifttd'  been\  en^ ployed  equatly  With 
|ier(b^6tfew's,' and  that  his  present  jiMft^eyw» 
prindpallf  at  'her  instigation,  <o-eiftwat  diiat 
Bmma  fai^ht:  b(§  ptrtnitted  to  pasfe  a  shott^^itftne 
ivdkh  her  itt'^l^n' ;  that  hi  l^'h» 

dftily,  ^d^aetomp&ny  hfei'  into  th»  ctonttti-y  tt^l^ 
f  «ui»,-*hf^  he^ttifean*  to  do  «5^«bonrwhis^ttKJi 
motion  took  place,'       ' ''    '  \^.  j  *  •!    >^..  *  a  Xi^r 
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*kill  two  birds  with  one  stone ;  biing^  do^im' 
Embi2i4rfa»f|f!tfike  lliick  AgSaw;  fe   it  B#t  la/ 

,:*A^n^m  fleai;er  Jto^  me.  than  life/  exclaimed- 
'Bdmkifi  ^mi^^lofttkneyer  kpoMKhappjci^i^  ^^ithou^ 
Iwiu>  JBttt  sajf'y  my  deir  sir;  do  yoti.  graati  Jfrs; 
I^lir>er^|{  ce^itest  iti  irespdct  to  £miti^l'  v  ;  >C  '  i 

Mr8o.GJQf«Jwta^ -'lo  |kart  with  any  mor^^f  mf 
children  wonld  kill  me.'  '.  ^  • 

(fEibififi» jQOiild  udt  ifestraip  her  tears;  «he1iad 
ltag>smis«gt^eia.u{>/i»ll  ho  of  M?^>;Belmer?ei 
j^^omi^^e^  l|]^irt|ationr  and  indeed 't^,aif|iost  fdr<^ 
gotten  it;  but  now  to  find  she  rajiembdnedl  Jier; 
^gd^^P^  Qnlydi^I^ndedoii  her  paSreirt*s  c0Ment,- 
iii<Dkna9!;  stojk  bow  ?to  bear  the  dfi9appoin]^eni» 
p^jaijariy  wfcien  sh*  ^c^emplated  tfie  improy^l 
itti»tiftiat  (imkeTjdym)  ka4  taken  pla^^'  in  EcJtHiC 
and  had  no  doiibt  but  her  owii  ipight  b*'^tia|W 


bf iTOHa«lpok^  aii  J^er  reproaqhfi^ny,  ?ifi4^^^p«^ 
l^%  W»fl  Ott  thb  potat  Of  fexpre^ing  his  jlh^htl 
i9trif3i«voe$af  iOtt>  hfd  tto^  A  be^eechiiig  lotik  fro^ 
Bk^Hy  i^t  50110$  checked  M9  design,^  and  ^(rft^^ii 
^^ainf^  kito  a^le,  '  :';•  ^  :!  ji^r^i:. 
?b[^flici»w^'  ^ai4  h^r  fajther,  *  do  ypu  grieve  bef 
«wsi^  ywir;  moth»  loves  you'  tm ,  w^eW  lo.]p»ii 
mih  5lq»:^  Js  th^tatequitaji  forhw  t^d«ra^gsj^ 
)frrtj^»  i«r>f  ij^ied  &he,  we^piiig  ^  ^  I  lave  p:i^ 
i9ilti^  Siwl  y<3^*«0ir'^^y^n<^^  vforld; 

bilti»y  ftfff>eti<Wrfor  Ed^^^^  ./i^r  a^ji»i^m?»t  oi^f^ 
<HW|ei^^^ry;J>Jbei^  c><«isid^a*i»n»f^*ftdfi»ad^  w 
wish  to  aocompany  him/  .     1  j  A,:. 


.  This  ooqcilktmg  fip«ecb  fe«0i»2ilad  all  p^itif8» 
^£4  iliej  continued.  qoAyerBin;  far  beyond  ^ 
naaal  boiir.  Edwin  was  ^Ir^ady  tpo  de^jpjly 
jdunged  in  guilt  to  extricate  hinasel^  he  therefore 
determined  to  eajoy  the  pr^ent  hour  at  ^11  events^ 
though  it  was  not  to  be  done  without  ^ditioaal 
hypocrisy  and  falsehood;  behadtherefarerecoorsa 
to  both,  and  when  bis  father,  who  Jiad  ob^enrefl 
ktebfid'giy^n  no  direct  answe^r  in  regard  to  Apu^ 
ag^n  pressed. tbe  subject,  he  replied,  with.a^ 
sumed  boldness,  '  On  my  promotion  I  will  re^ 
tiirB»  and  make  her  all  my  own,' 

.  In  the  morning  William,  who  wi^  .obliged  ^ 
g!0  put  on  business^  asked  Edwin  to  ^ceQv^i^J 
him-  If  possible  he  would  fiave  excu^^  hiipiali^ 
^r  he  dreaded  both  th^  pi^netration  and  ^fl^eqjtion 
of  bia  brother :  Hq  could  npl^  howeyjer^  deny#  ^ 
therefore  def:er^ined  t<*  bp.dpubly  on^his  gnaril 
^Edwip,'  said  William^  ^  I  cannot  ^  express  thf 
ppo^  X  have  felt  on  youjr  account ;  xxa^  father  tpQ, 
I  am  sure,  has  been  equally  unhappy,fthough,| 
C2uri^Uy  .cQ4Ptp.esiled  whatevfjr  I  thoiaght  ^wop^d 
jfncrease  it,  Hovir  entrance  intp  the  army  was^ 
I  am  oonvmced,  totally  repugnant  both  tg,  bis 
£@@H9g9  and  principles.  I  had  pnce  bopei^.  mjr 
bfother,  that  you  would  have  been  sickened  oi 
grandeur  .an4,fQUy,  and  returned  to  the  b<9S0?a 
pf.your  family;  for  you  appeared  diss^tipfi^d; 
whence  then  this  alteration  ?  are  your  new  friends 
jcb^ngi^i  or  ajreyouso?* 
, .  *  \Vh8^tever.  change  may  have  taken  plaqfi/  x^ 
plied  ^win,  '  at  least  my  affection  for  my  |?kwily 
Jh%s  ^]^dergone  no  variation.  When  I  first  if;ept, 
unaccustomed  to  the  worlds  I  perhaps  jud^d  tap 


iiatthfy ;  at  pres^eiit  I  view  things  tfafougli  a  dif* 
ferent  medium.  To  live  with  the  world,  it  fe,  m 
sdfte  measure,  necessary  f o  give  into  its  manner^.^ 

*  It  may  be  necessary/  rletnnied  William ;  *  but 
believe  me,  i  would  prefer  the  meanest  situation/ 
^th  liberty  of  word  and  action,  to  affluent  slavery,' 
however  dignified.  I  once  thought  your  opimom^ 
&e  same/  But  say,  £dwin,  in  adopting  their 
manners,  is  it  not  also  frequently  necessary  Uf^ 
adopt  their  vices,  or  at  least  countenance  th^m?'^ 

*  We  certainly  are  not  obliged  to  adopt  them 
People,  William,  accustomed  to  the  great  world, 
have  'Undoubtedly  fewelr  prejudices  than  those 
*rho  fire  secluded  from  it/  yet  nray  possess  botll 
jn^bfty  and  honour/ 

*'But  from  a  long  continuation  of  giving  int* 
ihann^rs  we  insensibly  imbibe  them ;  and  if  thbs6 
matmerS  are  not  puife,  mSy  I  not  tremble  for  thy 
brotbef^s  morals  ?  Sacred  to  me  are  even  the  pvt  ^ 
jtidices  that  tend  to  the  general  go6d;  You,  pee^ 
bap^,  Edwin,  ate  divesteid  of  your  former  pre^^ 
dices;  biitare  you  the  happier,  or  more  virtuous^ 

Edwin  could  not  repHeSs  a  sigh. 

•As weatre alone,'  coiltinued  Wflliani,  ^Ifrankly 
spea:k  'my  fears  and  wishes,  though,  except  ttt  y  oto^ 
self,  they  shall  ever  be  buried  in  my  own  bosoUK* 
Nothing  is  wanting  to  complete  my  felicity  but 
your  company ;  yet*  hot  for  myself  alone,  but  for 
your  sake  do  1  wish  that  you  would  relinquish 
these  hateful  hopes  of  wealth  that  hav^  lately  pos- 
sessed you.  Oh  \  Edviin,  you  know  not  the  bliss 
i^'^^ossessiiig  a  tender,  a  gentle  companion^  ill 
^dse  bosom  you  can  repose  all  your  joys  and 
sorrows,  or  you  would  not  hesitate  to  giVe  up  all. 
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tjBike  Agnes  io  your  arms,  and  fix  yonr  htaat 
home  at  Inglewood,  where,  sarrounded  by  yotif ' 
hxaily  in  your  youth,  and  in  your  age  by  yairf' 
children,  you  would  live  respected,  and  die  be-* 
loved,  after  experiencing  as  much  happiness  a» 
falls  t6  the  lot  of  mortals.  Do  not,  my  detst 
brother,  decline  it ;  it  may  hereafter  be  imposs^le. - 
.  '  It  is  impossible !'  exclaimed  Edwin,  involmik 
tarily. 

*  Impossible  V  repeated  William,  starting,  *  im« 
possible,  Edwin?' 

*  Yes,  impossible !'  replied  Edwin,  re^OTering 
himself.  *  Would  you  have  me  return  Mr.  WWb^ 
more'd  favours  with  ingratitude,  and  When  I  have 
almost  succeeded  to  the  height  of  my  vi^iil^hes^  re- 
linquish them  ?  No,  William,  it  is  indeed  inipos^ 
sible.  :  Had  I,  perhaps,  never  left  the  country,  iC 
had  been  as  well ;  but  as  it  is,  I  am  detenmnM' to 
pursue  my  fortune.* 

William  sighed,  ^nd  withdrew  his  suit,  tvatkiiig^ 

jSK)me  short  way  in  silence,  until  they  were  joitiMl^ 

by  WTr.  Godwin,  virhen  Edwin's  task  was  reneiredi 

by  the  parental  admonitions  of  his^  father i    ^S 

^more  and  more  in  need  of  hypocrisy,  he  pltmg«d^ 

.yet  deeper  in  falsehood,  and  though  his  heaM^ 

stung  him  as  he  proceeded,  his  face  wai  beconiift^ 

:  so;  accommodating  as  not  to  have  disgraced  Atk^ 

•adept.    While  the  male  part  of  the  ^etmily  WM 

absent,   Emma  was  endeavouting  to  inftuenei^ 

.Agnes  to  second  her  views  in  persuading  hdr 

mother  to  permit  her  to  accompany  Edwm  W 

.town;  nor  was  the  proposal  at  all  ungr&t«M  to 

Agnes ;  she  loved  Emma,  and  would  hkvt  ^0n0 

any  thing  to  give  her  pleasure.    In  this  case  f^ 
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li^i  filpq  another  iacentive,  her  beloved  Edwin 
\1^^1d  have  aft  atfectionate  sister  near  Iito^^  and 
bi^eJfta-friend^J  ever  miudful  of  their  mutual  in- 
t9|ests,.^A^e& proposed  consulting  Fanny,  who* 
ii^j^^he  darling  of  4ier  mother-in-law,  but  Emma 
dedy^edJLt;---hN^/ said  she,  *;  William  t  know  is" 
ag^ilst  J^,  em4f^h^  no  will  but  his.  I  saw  him 
frovra  last  night :  he  was  never  like  other  young 
pt^flple,  ^d  Uierefiwecan  be  no  judge  of  their 
feelings.' 

A  }j5t%yi».i  ^wr.;y0ir^peak  too  petulantly/  replied 
AjpW-  ;  ti^iim^n,.  I  am  convinced,  possesses  a 
iftppfespjtpfiptible, heart,  and,  though  I  love  all  our 
imi^y:JfQW^¥i  y^^!^  look  up  to  him  with  an 
Q^niia^^eirereiiLce  I  kmv^  not  how  to  express, 
^d  wi|ii:h  I  i^  fbt  na  oii?  else  except  your  father/ 

nt^#t  ^S^j^nflft at.  tfiat moment  entered,  and,  ^^fter 
80me  little  conversation,  Agnes,,  to  ol^lige  her 
igfffjfl$f^.^d}4f  *\l^  d^?r  m^dam,  I  could 

^(ff.^^bi^  l^^t  our  Emma  had.obtsitned  your 
jlff^^o^^  ^\e  ^c€^  Edwin  tp  Wwn.^ 

%(p|Eiust,, l^ana  ^iHre,rpas8  many  heavy  hours,.; 
^^|^|mj)aa;«  f  <Mnp3iiy  WQuld  help  to  beguile 
MHte#friii^PJ^i*l  doubtless  comp  ^hen  Fanny. 
9ff^M  %jlittle  one,  and  she  could  then  have  r^r 
^ip|^i;(^hi|iim  ft  in  the  mean  time  I  would  hftve 
I|p|i  ^joh^i.^asiduous  that  you  might  not  miss 
ly^^^^^^esides,  J^win  looked  as  if  it  wquld  have 
ailfit^llfilig^d^hijpa ;  perhaps  he  fears  Mrs.  Del- 

</*  ©foi»9^A.9is|»'  rr^pli«4  M^^f  pod  win,  '  Enpuna, 
Y|t}|fiMif)IHSfl(<P»iiM9  meUo  Wu8^,?u(iy  thing  that 
Mt^^Pl^^^fi^ff^^tion.  EdWin'sfib^cehaaqatused 
me  constant  uneasiness ;  yet,  as  she  is  so  earnest, 
5  o 
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1  know  not ;  I  vrill  consider ;  I  will  consiit  kcr 
father/ 

^Thanks,  thanks,  mydearmother^'  crved  Emiw, 
in  a  transport ;  ^  I  only  ask  until  Edwin  tepsstBBf 

^  Your  thanks  are  too  warm  on  this  sul^edi 
to  be  pleasing,  Emma/  replied  Mrs.  Godwiai 
gravely :  ^  I  flatter  myself  neither  Fanny  nor  Af^ 
nes  would  express  so  much  joy;  on  the  thouglitB 
of  leaving  me.'  With  these  words  Mm  Godim 
quitted  the  apartment  before  either  her  daaghtir 
or  Agnes  could  reply.  " 

*  How  cruel !'  cried  Emma;  *  I  protest  I  doii^ 
think  I'll  go  now,  though  even  she  should  giv« 
me  leave.* . 

*  I  cannot  advise  you/  replied  Agnes ;  *  it  Ai^ 
tresses  me  to  see  her  uneasy,  and  were  she  tBf 
mother  I  would  not  go  to  London  on  socb  condii 
tions,  though  my  heart  was  disengaged,  md  I  Mi^ttf 
sure  to  be  made  a  que^a  when  1  arrived,  there;' 

*  Oh,  heaven,  what  an  idea !'  exclaimed  Emma, 
the  seriousness  vanishing  from  heri&atures  fa^aa 
instant :  *  Consider  in  such  a  case  ho|v  soon  you 
<)ould  make  her  amends,  power,  grandettr,weidlii/ 

*  They  would  not  all  compensate/  said  Agoe^ 
*  for  my  breach  of  duty,  nor  yet  call  back  the  t^ius 
she  had  shed  for  my  absence.'  Fanny  here  joint4 
them,  and  the  conversation  ceased. 

At  dinner  Edwin  informed  them  how  extf^mely 
he  was  limited  in  point  of  time,  promising,  ho^ 
ever,  to  return  at  the  period  Agnes  had  b^di<# 
mentioned,  and  again  renewing  his  entreaty  con^ 
ceming  Emma,  In  the  afternoon  he  found  bitn^ 
self  alone  with  Agnes,  and,  though  it  was  ^hA 
he  ardently  wished,  yet,  when  ebt^ed|<Kmtfci«i^ 
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ild[{lifadit3rfof  sonie  moments  rendei*ed  him  Unable 
to  articdlate  a  syllable*  At  length,  regardless  of 
aB^blii  tbe  present,  he  renewed  his  vo5vs  of  eyer- 
lastii^  triith»-  ^i^etting^.  as  he  sealed  theBi  on  lier 
Ups;  jAat  lie  had  alre«tdy  prostituted  them  at  the 
ifttftt.  The  guileless  lamb  is  but  ill  prepared 
to  witiistMid:  the  subtihy  of  the  serpent.  Agnes's 
Ir^ords  were  the  pure  dictates  of  uncorrupted 
JUiiee^ce :  she  avowed  her  affection,  and  pro-* 
fBt00d  to  follow;  the  unworthy  object,  in  wealth 
or  poverty^  throughout  the  world.  His  expected 
l^otn^tioir^  and  the  advice  of  Mr.  Whitmore, 
.#efe^e  excuses  fabricated  to  dekiy  his  marriage* 
He  affected  to  deplore  them ;  nay,  at  that  mo'^ 
tttf^nt  he  perhaps  did  deplore  the  fatal  bar  his 
pridelasE^  avarice  had  everlastingly  placed  between 
himself  $uid  Agnes,  as  he  contemplated  her  beauty 
mui  imioiceiieef  and  reflected  that  he  might  with 
hdn^uf  havepossesi^ed  them,  respected  by  his 
jfirtendi,  and  applauded  by  his  own  heart. 
.'  Id  tib^s  mean  while  Mrs.  Godwin  had  consulted 
irith  her  husband  respecting  Emma.  He  by  no 
JSKeilits  approved  of  her  going  to  London ;  but  the 
MibjeAt  had  beeii  so  warmly  pressed  by  Edwin, 
and«6  earnestly  desired  by  Emma,  that  at  length 
be.  gave  his  consent,  on  condition  she  should  re^ 
tarn  kt  the  appointed  time. 
;  Die^llowing  morning  Edwin  and  Emma  pre- 
{  "ed  to  depart,  the  good  farmer  first  drawing 
i  i^on  aside,  and  strongly  recommending  him  to 
I  h^sareful  of  his  sister:  He  then  drew  out  his 
]  ock0t*book,  and  presenting  htm  witii  some  notes, 
f  rtd>,  *  My  dear  boy,  your  obligations  to  Mr. 
^  'hitlaaore  aregrc^s^i  as  he  has  assiduously  endea* 
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voured  to  serve  you  according  to  your  own  ideaf^ 
of  happiness ;  your  pecuniary  obligation  must,; 
however,  be  painfuU  Jie  s^^yf  fi^ed  you  a  hundred; 
pounds  ;  with  these  repay  it.  The  money  I.caa 
w^U  i^i^re ;  }  hayei  i;eper>e4 ; it] fey* thi«  pui^onei 
^Uer,efore  np  wprds;;r^^ve  itas  fi^ly  ap  I  givi^itil 

Edwin  wopld  faix^; ^r^e  <0,^|plki^  ^m^fmii^, 
but  cpuld  l^y.  UQ.  pfv^ian^  wil^l^t^  d^^ 
truth  V  be.  thfurefors  wap  nQCiessi|;at(^4^  jmtitiii: 
1^  pflicket,  thojugh  Avith  m^  v^^  pkAaiip:^^/!^ 
aal^jons,  ey.ef y  fresli  i^istance  of  afffi[cti<i«i.li€^fef, 
94v^  fr^px^his  deJudcKi  f^milyraddi|ig/a  JW 
hji$  bosom^  '  Accuri^df  wc^Uh  T:  i^^]mme^h^^ 
]^p  ,fathe^  \^{i['  hiWy  '  t^at  £i^^  in^uoe^  to^itp^Sm 
s;|ke  the,  |>ajths  ^f  rectitude ;:  and,  doubly  aoe^uttffid 
pn^^  thj^j^  t^pte^  mepo,  sacrififif  .bath  pA^Aify 
ancll  happiness  !r^Ah>  Agii^s!  thauiwi};t:bei^l 
c;^y reve^^fji  misery m^st  b^  my^poiAtcia'ifii 
lo^e  tbe^,  and. yet  how  tp  pbt^  i^0iO ; i)«iliho0t 
plunging  still  fvirfher  in  deceit  ^nilfilh^yi'  ycuni^ 

,.WiUiani  at  that  .moment  toiler^, t  tMofgo^  a 
thousand  kind  wishes  he  xeQommmd^iinttili^ 
i^^atqb  carefully  sover  his  sister  £nii|i%;^'J^  fe^ 
for  her,'  ?aid  he, .  *  hegaus^  her.  hfeart  Js-disen^. 
gatgj^d,  and  her  natural  thoughtlps3Ue§s;iiMfiyslw!4 
her  to  fix  it  on  some  unworthy  objects!  (  ,  .  .  ai 
All  was  now  preparedi  aftd  the  ti^a.vj^Utfs'^dci: 
parted,  bearing  with  them  the.  aj:d^lit  wshfl^^ 
their /riends  for  thei|i-  speedy  retupfl.  /v     j  ^  .,    - 

....  ^k  ...  '     i    .  '.  ■        /  ' 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


tu/>  i  ^'.  }  •   ..  '  • 

Bmii^aaottdri^  the  tedrs  sbe  had  shed  at  parting 
bbwhet  parenite,  and  would  have  entered  into 
tiwrdfeittioti  mth  her  brother;  but  fae^  lost  iiv 
thbu^t^'  wa^  B6t  sufllciently  collected  to  amuse^ 
or  jf^lipcafnkised.  He  had  planted  the  seeds  of 
disepiilt^i^inii retnorse  in  his  own  boalora,  ^nd 
thejf)^^i«py<  nioment  gained  fresh  strength  ;/thet 
fiig^bjof  Agios' had  revived*  his  half-extingm^hed 
psi^sM^j^y  and  mflKle  him  determine  to  possess  Iji^r,^ 
tfackigfaoat  the  >losg  of  that  wealth  for  which  h^ 
bad^saofifiieed  all  those  ties  which'  render  life  de- 
fpmiblei  •  His  marriage  he  M^ell  knew  could  not  be 
ld%>  ooUK^ealed,' it  was  therefore  necessary  that 
tni whatever  he  determined  he  should  be  speedy^ 
te'dteyl  once  dieclared,  he,  in  all  probability, 
must  ts^ke  an  eteinial  farewell  of  bis  native  home» 
.  feai&l  that  Emma  might  divulge  any  thing 
tel«Ettve40'fais  promise  of  returning  to  Ii^lewpod 
t»  esfKmse  Agnes,  he  entreated  her  to  be  silent 
oh  the  subject,  as  it  must  at  least  be  kept  secret 
tome;  time,  both  Mr.  Whitmore  and  his  sister 
having  dissuaded  him  from  such  a  step,  though 
be  had  forborne  to  mention,  it,  fearful  of  giving 
Agnes  ttneasioess. 

On  the  third  day  they  reached  Barnet,  where, 
to  their  great  surprise,  they  found  Mr.  Whitmore 
and  his  sister  waiting  for  them..  How  flattering 
this  compliment  to  the  unexperienced  heart  of 
Emma !  Whitmore  could  not  conceal  his  pleasure, 
it  was  expressed  in  every  woid  and  action,  and 


sparkled  in  his  eyes.    Mrs.  Dehner's  satislaiCtioil 

was  scarcely  inferior,  though  obliged  to  diss^ttbla 

hertenderness :  she,«  bowever-,endeavour€^tomake 

herself  amends  by  representing  to  hen^lf  the  fdeti^ 

Mre  Edwin  woald'  doubtless'  experience  at  this 

proof  of  her  affection  and  attention;  bM'ftfaeiii 

tain  sought  to  find  it  expressed  ekheiF  in  y»  eyes 

fyr  words;  the  first  Were  averted  from  her,  the 

latter  cold,  distant,  and  merely  complimentary; 

LoVe  had  i^ifled*  gratitude  in  bis  bosom^  and' he 

eould  tiow  only  regiird  her  as  one  who  had  de- 

prived  him  for  ever  of^  his  dearest  hopes. 

t  The  party  reached  town  in  Mr.  WWtmeFeb 

carriage,  and  were  set  dowti  at  Mrs.'  Deimet^ 

where  an  ej!f c^knt  supper  was  provided.  *  'Eiihbm 

had  net^f  before  seen  any  thing  so  compietelT' 

elegant,  for  though,  since  Mrs.  Palmer  had  %ked 

her  residence  among  them,  Emmaj  with  her  p«?» 

tents,  had*^freqdently  dined  there;  yet  her  table; 

though  plentiful,  was  remarkably  simple^  tend; 

though  ^served  with  peculiar  neatness,  was  totadly 

det  oidof  show  and  parade.  The  repository  ctf  tier 

silver  was  not  the  sideboard,  but  the  {^ock^tii  of 

the  poor ;  the  former  therefore  was  but  thinly  fitr* 

Btsl^,  while  the  latter  were  frequently  repleiiirii^ 

ed  sufficiently  to  procure  all  the  necessaries  of  Ujfe.^ 

'Bmrna,  naturally  volatile,  w  as  charmed  with  all 

around  her;  no  cloud,  save  one,  obscured  her  sd*' 

tisfaction.-^i^Whitmore  was  married ;  that  iitd^ed: 

cost  her  a  sigh,  aiid  shedreaded,  she  knew  ni>twiiy4 

the  istght  of  his  wife.    Edwin  also  became  movr 

cheetful  ;'h0  ccmt^nplated  all  around  as  his  dwn 

when  ke  Bfaould'^piease  to  acknowledge  his  rigbt^ 

and  ambittoiironce'more  began  to  resume  her  seat 
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inliislM9$aa»;  inishort,  before  the eviemng dasedy 
all  parties  appeawd  perfectljr  satiBfied. 

Mrs«  DeUner's  view  in  aending  for  Eiuina  to 
ioivm,  H^as  to  insure  to  hers^f,  without  sca&dal, 
tiiecompany  of  her  beloved  Edwin;  but^  althoiogh 
it  gratified  her  in  that  point,  it  by  no  means  aia^ 
»wered  her  expectation,  as  Whitmore  ev^accom* 
panied  him ;  at  home  was  of  the  party,  and  aJ^ros^ 
their  a^nstant  escort,  ever  ready  by  the  sideof 
%tokaa.to  render  thoae  nameless  attentions  wbi^b 
iofilenffibly  steal  on  the  female  heart. 

Emma,  though  she  had  at  the  Forest  beei| 
alvisys;  accustomed  to  be  perfectly  neat  md  neW 
dressed,  yet  ha^d  never  possessed  any  of  tho^ause-^ 
kas  appendages  that  distingnish  well  dresaed  wo^ 
Qkenio^eat  towns  ;  but  with  all  of  which  Mi^ 
Ddober^soon: supplied  her,  for  as  she  now,  inaiPii^ 
Bssfiflfiire,  consideped  heraaasiatear,  shejuf  onld  ha^v^ 
bdcn gratified  tpsee her  eligibly  f&arcied^aiid  wa^ 
tlteicefoi^^  anxiofiis  to  make  her  appeam^e  aa  rj^^ 
8{)ectabie  as  possible,  l&nm^  had  alwiays  befos^ 
paitibd  to  Mm.  Delmer;  but  this  kifidnesa  re^ 
doubled  that  sensation,  and  in  a  letter,  which  sh^ 
urate  lo  Agne^s,  and  sent  ^idLoaed  in  onie  of  Ed*- 
vjals^  sl^esaid,  after  expressing  the  high^t  ;salij6r^. 
fection  at  her  situation,  ^  Ind^di  my  dear,  girl,  i^ 
ib  impossible  to  describe  to  y<m  the  kindmessvof 
IMbs;  JQdlnxer ;  I  am  equally  w^U  dressed  atsiu^r*?: 
d^  .and  accompany  h^  to  every  public  places 
where  I  cannot  fiteqhently  avoid  headng  campli^ 
meats  %m  my  person  enough  to  make  itie  vein.  - 
ahhogtitkight  I  heard  a  getitlemaiiatith&opMa 
99f:to  Ilia  companion,  tkat  m^^coinpfasxion^iwaa 
tu^glcHiriBgsfer^  Vbndei  anni  tOD^sadrftaLmrihnielte,. 
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but  a  happy  mixture  of  both.  You  may  be  sure 
I  did  not  rightly  comprehend  this  until  Mrs. 
Delmer,  who  likewise  overheard  it,  explained  it 
to  me-  I  am  convinced  myself  that  I  look  much 
better,  for  dress,  Agnes,  makes  a  great  alteration ; 
my  feet  in  silk  shoes  are  not  like  the  same,  they, 
appear  almost  too  small  to  bear  me ;  and  my  arras 
seem  quite  a  different  shape  from  the  addition  of 
a  beautiful  pair  of  bracelets,  which  Mr.  Whitmore 
presented  me.  Edwin  is  equally  favoured  as  ray- 
self,  and  I  can  assure  you,  when  in  his  regimentals, 
I  think  I  scarcely  ever  saw  so  handsome  a  man! 
I  have  been  introduced  to  Mrs.  Whitmore,  but 
indeed,  Agnes,  I  cannot  love  her ;  she  is  very 
handsome,  but  so  hatefully  proud,  that  I  am  un- 
comfortable whenever  we  meet,  for  she  stares  at 
me  with  such  a  contemptuous  expression  on  her 
countenance,  that  I  am  ready  to  sink.  Oh,  Agnes! 
how  1  pity  Mr.  Whitmore ;  how  happy  might  his 
wife  be  were  she  so  inclined,  for  he  is  really  one 
of  the  most  amiable  men  I  ever  saw ;  but  he  is  so 
unhappy  at  home,  that  he  is  almost  perpetually 
with  his  sister. 

*  Not  a  word  of  this,  my  dear  Agnes,  to  any 
one,  not  even  to  your  sister  Fanny ;  you  know 
my  parents  and  William  would  say  I  should  be 
ruined  with  pride,  and  hateful  vanity,  and  perhaps 
send  for  me  immediately  home ;  and  that,  before 
the  promised  time,  would  break  the  heart  of  your 

Emma  Godwin.* 

Emma  had,  on  her  first  arrival,  as  she  informed 
Agnes,  been  introduced  to  Mrs.  Whitmore;  but 
that  lady  had  treated  her  with  the  most  forbidding 
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distance;  nay,  even  Edwin  appeared  lately  to 
havelo$t  the  ground  he  had  lately  gamed  in  her 
gQOjd  graces.  To  confess  the  truth,  the  lady  had* 
fe)t  herself  piqued  at  the  particular  attention  he 
had  lately  paid  Mrs.  Delmer,  and  had  been  at 
spme  pains  to  learn  how  frequent  his  visits  were, 
apd  that  he  often  stayed  until  a  very  late  hour ;  not, 
howjever,  of  atemjper  for  such  trifles  to  give  her 
Uj^e^^^ne^,  sKe  immediately  transferred  the  tran-^ 
8ien|  sp^^rk  .of  inclination  she  had  felt  for  Edwin 
t<j^a.^ptain.  im  the  guards,  called  Darleville. 
'  \ot\vithstanding  the  charge  Edwin  had  receiv- 

..00^11  from  his  father  and  William,  to  be  care- 
of  flmma,  he  was  too  much  employed  in  his 
oWn  pursuits,,  and  devising  means  to  get  Agnes 
intq^  pi^  power,,  to  pay  her  any  particular  atten- 
toa :  to.  the  g^allantry  of  Whitmore  he  was  too 
ip^ij^c]^  acqus^tom^d  to  think  it  any  thing  particular, 
^d  a^  long  as  bis  sister  was  under  the  protection 
of  jVlr^.  I^elmer,  he  had  not  the  most  distant  ideg^ 
Qf  dan^eTj 

,  tJne  evening  Whitmore  joined  them  in  appa« 
T^nt' disorder;  his  wife,  regardless  as  he  was  of 
her.  •  had  forced  him  to  notice  her  conduct,  as  it 
Becaine  public  enough  to  be  censured  in  a  para- 
sp^p^  in  the  newspaper,  Mrs.  Delmer  endea- 
Youriecl  to  palliate  it,  while  Emma  in  her  hekrt 
jr^jroba^^d  her  conduct,  and  dropped  a  tear  on 
file  vexation  Whitmore  experienced  from  being 
so  itohappily  married. 

At  that  instant  Mrs,  Delmer's  lawyer  was  an- 
WSftfifi^  *  H^  caime  on  business  rielative  to  a  pit 
(^  h^.]batel3f.gaiaQd,  and  to  pay  into  her  hahda 

6  F 
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*  For  ^s^vw's  sake !'  med  W^tmor^,.  *  dp  iw>t, 
brixig  him  her^.  I  cannot  ^t  present  bear  tl»e 
lpq\iacity  of  the  law ;  besides^  it  is  the  old  ra^c?il 
that  drew  my  infernal  marriage  fgrticles ;  pr'y tfacj^, 
my  dej^f  sister,  ^ee  him  beiow/ 

IVjtfs.  I)elmer  readily  a-cquie^sced,  aijd  leaviBg 
her  J)rot^i?r  with  Emma,  attended  h^r  lawyer. 

jBotJ^  reipained  for  some  time  silent ;  at  lengjUb 
W)aiti»ore  said,  'You  pity  me,  endjantipg  Eij^- 
ma ;  yon  feel  for  your  unhappy  frieud  :  ah  I  Yfl^f 
did  wp  not  meet  when  J  might  with  honour  have 
offeri^  yojqi  my  hand  and  fortune?  Nay,,  turn  not 
from  me,  J.  ca^pt  bear  yonr  displeasure,  ticjd  ^ 
J  ^i^  to  qjxfd  whom  n^y  soul  justly  abhors,  apd 
fd^ome^  to  love  wh^re  I  caj)  pever  hope  a  return; 
yet  yon  wept  for  me,  Emma,' — continueji  1^,^, 
^iokjng  at  her  feet  '  You  do  not  hate  ine,  yof 
will  1  kuQw  paf don  j?vei^  the  frenzy  of  thi^  W9r 

*  For  heaven's  sake,  sir,  xfse — ii^y,  Mr,  Whjtr 
more,  I  entreat — consider,  should  Mrs.  Ddbpf^ 
qx  my  bro|;her,  ^urpr|se  you  in  tjiis  posture?' 

5  Wh<git  if  tjiey  shoiji^d  ?'  replied  he,  w^riolji, 
Hjiey  will  npt  hear  me  disavow  n^ylpvi^:  Wo, 
tii^y  sb^^  ^ear  me  procl^ip  ijt— glory  in  it,  ^^» 
]yhiti|ior/?'s  conduct  will  entitle  pie  tp  ^  di- 
Tforce;  thep  say,  JBmp^  you  yrill  nqt  r^fiise  fla^, 
when  in  fpy  powe?,  to  lay  my  for):upe  at  jom 

*  I  cannot  bear  this,'  replie4  Eflaipa,  ^feepjug; 
*  I  ^ill  v^^m  immedisitply  to  Ipglewood.' 

?  Go,  t|ien/  paid  be,  '  l^aye  xx^e  to  4espair;  yet, 
^jfnma,  ypu  m^y  bereaftec  repent  ijot  l|ftii}^ 
spoken  comfort  to  a  man  whq  i^plj^^^  y% T 
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'  Ala's  r  replied  Emma,  *what  Cbmfort  ^an  f 
jfpeak?  If  my  good  Wishes  c6tiM  make  you  fistppy, 
you  would  have  no  reason  to  complain/ 

*  Charming  angel !'  exclaimed  he,  rising,  and 
kissing  her  hand,  *  1  will  no  more  alarin  you,  h\ii 
(ionceal  my  suflferiitgs  in  inj  6wn  breast ;  time  aiid 
fofttmie  ttaiay  perhaps  ieHeve  them.' 

'  For  Heaven's  sake  then  drop  the  discourse ; 
j6ttt  emotion  distresses  me.' 

*  Yt!rar  desires  shall  ev6r  be  commands,^  repKied 
he,  resuming  his  usual  sereniity. — *  Pai-don  mf 
5ehaVibur  this  night,  and  I  will  offend  lio  ihore/ 

Whitmbre  was  true  to  hfs  word,  or  at  least  fot 
fliat  time ; .  hef  was  fearfd!  of  alarming^  Etiimdr', 
should  he  press  the  subject  farther,  antf,  ftilly  ssi:- 
tfefifi^d  with  having  broken  the  ice,  determined  td 
leave  tfie  rest  to  tim6,  and  continued  assiduities'. 

Wheti  Mrs.  ^Delmer  rettimed  both  J)arties  were 
tolerably  composed,  and  Edwin  joining  th^ni  sooft 
iafter,  they  atll  adjourtied  to  the  play.  Tf  wo  months 
had  thus  past  with  Emma  in  a  continual  succession 
of  amusements.  When  Edwin  r^ceivi^d  a  letter  from 
William,  informing  him,  that  his  beldved  l^anny 
tad  ihade  him  the  happy  father  of*  d  lovely  l^oy, 
eottcludingf  witli  pressing  hfe  return  with  Emma 
to  be  pfesbkt  at  die  christening'.  Neither  Whit- 
fflfofenoif  Mw.  l>elmera^peai'ed  gfeatly  to  approve 
this  invitation';  thie  formei*'  Iboking  at'  Emma  with 
sopplicatitig  terideniess,  said,  *  i)b,  Edwin,  devise 
fkHtie  liieatte  tb  eicuse  your  retiiln ;  surely  d  few 
ificmths^ml^t  life  dHo wed  youf  lister ;  TWafe  in  no 
AcW  haiilfe  to  quft  Iilglewood.' 

*ltideed,'  replied  Mi-i  Delttiei^,  *I  think  the 
i^^^irei^iir-thh^;  Edv^in  cahubt  get  ledVe  of 
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absence. fpr  more  than  a  few  days,  and  surely  it  is 
not  worth  while  taking  such  a  journey  for  that 
period.' 

*  I  have  obtained  a  fortnight,'  returned  Edwin, 
with  a  pleasure  he  could  not  entirely  suppress* 
I  expected  this  event,  and  was  prepared  for  it,  for 
my  father  would  hold  it  unpardonable  were  I  not 
to  attend.' 

Mrs.  Delmer  appeared  so  highly  dissatisfied  at 
this  information,  that  Edwin,  after  having  accom- 
panied Whitmore  home,  again  returned.  Mrs. 
Delmer  was  still  up,  but  Emma  had  retired  to  her 
apartment.  He  now  exerted  all  his  influence  to 
persuade  her  of  the  necessity  of  his  paying  this 
one  visit  to  Inglewood,  and  which  he  firmly  de- 
clared should  be  the  last,  unless  accompanied  by 
herself ;  that,  though  he  knew  his  father  would 
be  highly  displeased,  he  would  venture  to  leave 
Emma,  hoping  that,  in  a  short  time,  he  should 
gain  promotion,  and  all  restraint  be  naturally  re- 
moved. 

This  discourse  was  mingled  with  so  many  ca- 
resses and  protestations,  that  at  length  Mrs.  Del- 
mer consented,  though  against  her  real  inclination. 
She  had  no  wish  that  he  should  think  jealousy 
prompted  her  refusal,  though  inwardly  determined 
to  declare  her  marriage  in  a  short  time,  whether 
he  gained  preferment  or  otherwise. 

The  permission  granted  he  left  her,  and  returned 
home,  determined  to  set  out  on  his  journey  the 
first  moment  he  decently  could.  He  ardently 
wished  to  be  at  the  Forest,  as  this  was  in  all 
probability  his  last  opportunity  to  strike  some  bold 
stroke  that  might  give  him  possession  of  Agn^s: 
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•I  know/  said  he,  as  he  reflected  on  the  subjeelv 
'  her  heart  is  entirely  mine,  and  in  some  happy,, 
unguarded  moment,  could  Ibut  gain  possession 
of  her  person,  I  might  afterward  be  able  to  divest 
her  of  her  prejudices,  and  persuade  her  to  share 
my  fortune.  My  pay,  if  I  gain  preferment,  will 
amply  supply  us ;  ^nd  for  Mrs.  Delmer's  wealth, 
let  her  keep  it ;  and  accursed  be  the  hour  in  which 
I  was  infatuated  enough  to  barter  happin^s  for 
gold.' 

Thenextraomin^  Emma  was  consulted  respect- 
ing her  continuance  in  town,  and  very  readily  gave 
into  a  concerted  falsehood,  that  Edv^^in  should  ex- 
cuse her  absence  under  a  pretence  of  Mrs.  Delmer's 
ill  health,  and  that  she  particularly  entreated  her 
company  some  time  longer.  Whitmore  eame  in 
daring  this  discourse ;  he  expressed  the  utmost 
pleasure  that  Emma  was  not  yet  to  leave  them  : 
he  had  the  whole  night  been  revolving  on  somfg 
means  to  prevent  it,  and  was  delighted  to  find  the 
business  settled  to  his  hand.  Edwin's  departure 
was  then  fixed  to  take  place  in  three  days,  the  in- 
tervening time  being  dedicated  to  pleasure  and 
dissipation. 

Emma's  conduct  was  weak,  without  being  in- 
tentionally wicked.  She  rather  suffered  than 
approved  the  behaviour  of  Whitmore;  she  pitied 
him  on  accoimt  of  his  wife,  and  that  sentiment, 
strengthened  by  the  affection  she  undoubtedly 
felt  for  him,  induced  her  not  to  repulse  him  as 
she  ought  properly  to  have  done.  Mrs.  Delmer 
could  not  at  times  avoid  observing  the  attention 
which  Whitmore  paid  to  Emma,  but  totally  em- 
ployed by  her  own  passion  for  Edwin,  ajid  na- 


tardily  Hiaiits^lc^ika,  lh«  iSesiof  i^nttidn^^ 
e%t0t€A  h^itaH^^^tko6  7  aMt/itnlt]W|  his  b^ahiottr 

it  tkid  nec4sii^tyM  bift  noticed;  ibr^  9li  El^tea  ^iH 
p^t^ciky  appt^^  6f  hid  ^tn ati^,  dkt^  ^^^  i«^ 
UAfkk  tt&t  m  daii^^r,  ao^  to  raeiition  ^e  sulij6^ 
to  EdWki  Wouhi  be  only  dWakettSu^  fAi§f^2iiolijf 
that  bstd,  perhaps?,  AO  i^eal  fc^hdation,  s^-tlt^ 
isauis^  6f  .^hick  Wo^tld  natttrially  ce^^  n^s&6f&?i 
Emma  was  removed. 

Edwin  at  the  ^ppofnti^d  tikn^  stft  6ff  fol*  lAjlle- 
wood;  afid  on  his  artivalr  there.  Was'  lieceiVetf  wfffi 
the  utmost  pleasure  %  the  whdle  family;  WfilfeitH 
pi^endng  lAta'  his  inhait  son  With  a^  muieh  extJlt- 
atioB:  as  if  he  had  beea  heir  to  rf  diadem.  TW 
abi^^nee  of  Emfoa  at  firi^t  gi^eatly  displeigtst^d' h^ 
paifekis ;  but  Ed wiii's  excuses  of  Mnsf.  Dtelnfer's'iH 
h^altli  wereso  adroitly  fabricated,  that  th^y  could 
not  foil  of  being  adiiiftted.  The  renei^abfe  ^nsi 
€ibdWin  at  length  observing  that,  though  it  WciuW 
heiv^  incirea^ed  her  satii^faetibti'  fbr  Emnia  t&  hWv^ 
beteb^  pretS^totoil  s^  joyfiil  an  obcasibh  ;  yidt  she 
i^l^6u\:4  have  been  sforry  fbr  hei»  to  H^e  quitted 
Mrs.  Delmer  under  such  circumstances. 

Thus  situated  were  the  innbe^nt  farilify  at  In^le- 
wood,  seated  round  the  social  board,  recounting 
old  tales  of  past  pleasures,  md  looking'  forward  iii 
Aappy  expectancy  of  ili^W  ones*.  EthVih  wdf^alohe 
ail  e^cepti(>n,  he  tooft^^  back  with  diisgiist,  aUd 
fdi^ard  wi«i  h6tr61r;  *^t  he  Md  gottl^'tott  far  tb 
re^ed^  atnd  therefore  boldly  deferrahUed^iibttd  be 
ittlf^  Villain. 

«I  thinks  daid  GodWhi^  looking  i^^d  Mdf, 
^  tfiaNt  1  w«tt  i9tOthiiig  bttt  thfe  presence  df  IMoik 


to  iP^l  xay^plf  perfecJtly  jtiappy;  wb  j^II  ^pia9 
Ijl^er  clp^^rful  ^u^Qur^  our  <^ri^te^fig.  Sifjrf. 
Palmer  |l).euig  absent  top  i^  ^laoth^^  mi^fovb^fs^ ; 
hiaf^Vjer,  ffiwy  ar,^  titic  blf ^ng^  we  ewoy,  ai^l 
to  jTfipiRe  at  what  we  h^v^  ngt  is  tp  be  unworthy 
%ose  we  po^sesi^.' 

The  discourse  t^e»  ti^med  o^  l^Jn?.  Fabaae^, 
yr^o  j^a4  ior  sojo^  tim^  paipt  jbietei^  at  Brii^l,  on 
V^siaesp  relajtive  to  ^  late  uncle ;  all  joined  ^» 
her  p^ise^  ^f  ii^jil^g  they  had  bepn  favoured  witi) 
l)€x  preseiii^e,  a«  sbe  was  by  l^er  o>i^n  desire  to  be 
godmother  to  t:he  young  stranger. 

TlfTfde  day^  ^er  b^fn  the  preparations  for  the 
C0r^ony,  t)ie  relations  and  friends  were  mvi^di 
and  f  s  spme  \f9f§d  tfio  fax  4^1^^^  ^^  return  ^ 
Hm^  (^Fenipg,  ^rnard'p  h^»^  wa^  aired,  ^^d  Jbe 
ji^  p^epare4  fo^  their  reception.  Gei&se^  fowls^ 
iDf^ies,  i^nd  pigs,  were  slaughtered,  pies  an4 
glpip-puddingjif  prepared,  the  ale  and  ma^^  wi^ps 
tapped,  and,  in  short,  all  l^hatcpnl^  contrilmtetQ 
tt^  lia^ivify  of  thp  day,  which  w^^  fixed  for  the 
§}^fjay  following,  the  month  of  Fanny'fii  laywgr 
»  h^i^  ti^m  complete^  and  herself  thongl^t  ab][f 
tQ  ^^pmf^j  then;!  f o  «lmrclu 


W«|,fi  |»D  fm^  M  InglewoofJ  ^fi^Q  fof^  jp 
Breifaijiig  ftnr  tl»^  cluri8tBi4»g»  Wl»<»¥>Bp^  W»4 
was  equally,  though  less  in(ipfii9Qt|f»  PW^if^^fA- 


.  For  an  instaBit  tibe  lady  was  top  Qonfiia^  to 
replj.  At  length  she  ap^Mrered  ^  '  S^pps^^^is 
so,  i$ir,  who  has  aright  U^  control  xfk^V  ^ 

*  Not  I,  by  roy  soi^,'  replied  ^e,  *  npj;  wpi^d  t 
if  I  could ;  but  surely  I  might  have  be^  tri]^^^d,; 
it  had  better  been  disclosed  by  you  th^by  la^ 
wife's  gallant,  Darlevi^le^  in  a  public  cp,l9fee-hplAi^/ 

.  '  Merciful  GU)d!  my  brothcM:  £d,win.  nuurried!' 
e:3(clain^§d  Emm^ 

'  I  havenelther  acted  by  Bdwin  or  you»  madanii' 
said  WhitniOre,  ^iu  a  manner  ^o  xna)^^  secre^py 
needful.  You  are  the  undoubted  mistress  of  yo^r 
self  and  fortune ;  but  Edwin  methinks  should  have 
consulted  his  friends/ 

*  Agnes  will  die  with  grief/  sobbed; Emo^;  *he 
has  treated  her  cruelly/ 

VAt  least,  Emma,'  interrupted  Mrs.  Delp^ 
*I  expected  your  approbatiQU.— Dp  you  throk 
your  brother  CQuld  have  marri^  better?  1  %8t 
prpi^ured  him  the  commisi^ion»  and  have  l^j^  piir« 
chase  now  got  him  promoted  ;.^  that  ha^  been  t]|e 
bi^|i|ies«  wh^hlately  has  so  totally  empioye4fnie, 
and  that  will  be  completed  toonorrow,  y^e 
agreed  to  keep  our  marriage  secret  till  tital:  ctyant 
topic  place,  aoid  I  have  this  night  writtj^  to  mlorgi 
him,  that  all  restraint  is  renaoved/  ..       . 

^  You  cannot  but  be  sex^siMe,'  t^plie^  £a|ma» 
*  that  I  rejoice  in  my  brother's  good  fprtuste,  }md 
must  indeed  myself  be  unworthy  your  kiufJ^Eiefts, 
did  I  not  lec^  both  affeqtion  and  latitude  £^jffn ; 
y4,  wh^.  I  reflect  qn  thg  conlusio^^  ti^  jbtiU 
PQcasion  a^  Jm^ivopd,.  I  protect  it  p^^^^^p^Mff^ 
I  fear  th^y  lyjP  thiwk  I  was  m  the.s^f:;!^.    . 
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*  Suppose  you  were,'  answered  Mrs.  Deltner. 
'  Your  father  will  surely  be  satisfied  with  thfc 
prudence  of  his  son's  choice  ?' 

•  RIy  father,  you  well  know,  madam,  is  ex- 
thettoely  partial  to  Berhard*s  daughters,  and  though 
be  ^1  undoubtedly  be  sensible  of  the  honour  yod 
bsredoiieus,  will  resent  theinsult  offered  toAgn<es.' 

'  Farmers  are  plenty  enough  in  your  country,^ 
replied  Mrs.  Delmer,  *  she  will  soon  Supply  her 
I(te$i.  Ftw  the  prefeenl,  however,  let  the  business 
ii*8l;  I  Am  Jierfectly  satisfied  with  what  I  havt 
ilMte,  atid  trust  Edwin  is  the  same." 

Veied  a^  Whitftiore  really  felt,  he  was  too 
politic  to  quarrel  with  his  sister,  at  a  moment  he 
)%ardted  so  critical  in  his  success  with  £mma ; 
he  therefore  duly  replied,  *  You  say  well,  let  It 
M8t;  I  again  repeat,  I  do  not  blame  yon,  except 
for  jr our  want  of  confidence  in  me ;  howeter  let 
^f%a  that  pass,  1  will  lay  the  fault  to  Imty  aiad 
%t4im%  it ;  for,  perhaps,  in  that  same  case  I  might 
fetf*^%eeBt  equally  blameable.' 

IMHl*.  ©elmef  wad  astonished  at  her  brofber's 
Kiibdei^tion,  ^hile  Emma  was  charmed  with  his 
^dbdness  In  thus  calmly  bearing  so  unequal  a 
marriage  in  respect  to  fortune,  and  though  in  her 
heart  she  could  not  avoid  lamenting  the  falsehood 
d{  EdMriri  to  Agnes,  yet  her  pride  was  gratified  to 
fed  bersel^  so  greatly  allied.  Edwiii's  fofehavidut, 
Wb^n  lastMlngleWood,  confounded  her;  that  he 
M%s  Married  at  that  time  dhe  cotld  hard};^  brieve, 
y^t  ^^  hkd  b^n  ilmcfst  condt^tly  ^(b  Mf^. 
D^hner  iktti  she  returhed  t6^  town  wtth  him,  and 
had  no  reason,  to  imdginef  their  union  had  taken 
plate  mice  that  period ;  in  short,  the  ihorfe  she 
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thought  on  the  subject  the  more  she  was  bewil- 
dered, and  soon  after  Whitmore  retired,  witfidrew 
to  her  apartment. 

Mrs.  Delmer  was  engaged  early  the  nextmom- 
ing  to  conclude  the  business  she  had  before  mm^ 
tioned,  therefore,  after  taking  a  hasty  breakfast 
with.  Emma,  during  which  little  discourse  passed, 
she  left  her. 

£d win  s  marriage  now  entirely  employed  Em- 
ma's thoughts;  his  reason  for  desiring  her  not  to 
miention  to  Mrs.  Delmer  what  had  been  proposed 
at  the  Forest  was  now  accounted  for;  her  heart 
revolted  at  his  duplicity,  while  she  pitied,  and 
wept  for  Agnes ;  *  yet,  after  all,'  said  she,  men- 
tally, ^  the  temptation  was  indeed  hard  toe  resist, 
grandeur,  wealth  and  pleasure.  Heigho,  I  m^ys^ 
onoe.  thought  Inglewood.  the  finest  plaoeiinthe 
world;  at  present  how  different.  I  know  it  to  he 
only  a  mean  inconsiderable  spot,  with  a  fewBOat* 
tered.  houses,  for  the  most  part  covered  with 
thatch,  and  am  almost  ashamed  to  say  I  was  boi^ 
there!  I  am  sure  I  shall  never  be  able  to  ottdure 
it  now,  therefore  how  can  I  so  much  wond^^^ 
£dw^ ;  poor  fellow,  he  is  at  once  to  be  condemned 
and  pitied!'  .    v  *«« 

Th^se  deliberations  were  broken  wp&Ofhj  the 
sud4^i^  entrance  of  Whitmore,  whose  whole^ap^i 
pearancjeaimounced  that  some  extraordinary  evemk . 
had  takeuiplace.  He  threw  himself  in  a^bair^'and 
after;  sptne^moHients'  silence,  his  eyes  fi:xied>on  the 
asti^isb^d  Emmai,  he  said,  taking  her  hand, >' I «' 
have  sometimes  flattered  myself  that  you  regarded 
me  with  kindnjQSg^,  Emma,  now  is  the  time  to  f^rove 
it.     I  have  this  morning  fought  with  I>a3rlevill% 
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wk),  not  cont^it  with  the  injury  done  me  with 
that  in&mous  woman  that  bears  my  name,  but 
whom  I  despise  too  much  to  seek  revenge,  he  last 
ni^ht  dared  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  my  sister 
and  yourself ;  but  his  life  will  repay  that  insult:  I 
have  left  him  past  hope.  The  friend  who  accom- 
panied me  already  thinks  me  on  my  way  to  Calais, 
where  he  wishes  me  to  stay  till  I  learn  the  event; 
but  I  cannot  go,  I  will  sooner  await  the  worst 
than  leave  you,' 

*  Great  God !'  exclaimed  Emma,  trembling,  *  let 
me  conjure  you  to  fly  this  instant,  every  moment 
increases  your  danger.  Would  to  Heaven  you 
had  never  kno^n  us/  My  brother's  imprudence 
has,  I  fear,  involved  you  in  this  trouble.' 

^  My  proofs  are>  I  have  no  fear,  strong  enough 
to  procure  a  divorce :  pardon,  then,  Emma,,  a  pro- 
posal which  nothing  but  the  necessity  of  the  mo- 
meat  should  force  me  to  make.  Would  you,' 
contipued  he,  throwing  himself  at  her  feet,  *  nobly 
show  yourself  above  vulgar  prejudices,  amd  coii- 
descend  to  accompany  me,  I  will  go  when  and 
where  you  please,  and  the  first  mom^it<  in  my 
power  make  you  mine  for  ever ;  but  I  cannot, 
will  not,  quit  you,  though  death  itself  should, be 
the  cpnseifueiice.  I  ask  no  return  to  my  affection, 
but  wlmt  modesty  may  grant,  until  I  have  a  hsgal 
ri^t;  oh!  then,  my  beloved  girl,  for  once «tep 
over  those  narrow  bounds  of  cpld  prudence,  and 
show  your  friendship.  Your  brother  is  already  the 
husbactdiof  o^y  sister,  and  you  asetke  chosen  oi 
my  faeavti;  speak,  then,  my  lovej  ah^^ll  Jx>we.my 
hfe  to']j|Oiir  kindness,  or  will  yoH  suffer  me  to  be 
takm. at  your  feet?'  »  .  e 
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*  Oh !  Mr,  Wliitmore,  what  do  yMiask^^epHed 
Emma,  weeping;  *consider  my  parents,  my  brothfer.* 

*  Your  brother  Edwin,  however,  cannot  blame 
yon ;  it  ia  in  his  qnarrel,  unkindly  as  he  has  treat- 
ed  me,  that  I  have  incurred  this  raisfortnii^ ;  and 
for  yomr  parents,  when  I  f^resfent  myself  ai&  theft 
son,  all  animosities  Will  cease;  resolve  theh,  mj 
Emma,  and  letnie  owe  a  debt  to  love,  ^IchcoM 
duty  alone  never  yet  formed  an  iflfea  -of/ 

At  that  mom^it  a  loud  knodt  iatt  t%ft  door 
atltrmed  Bmitea.— *Oh !  4iasten-^hast*ii,^slieei5fed, 
*  perhafis  you  may  be  sought  foi-  e^^tt  hfelfe,  fly;^ 
my  a^rehensioiis  for  you  will  klH'nle.'  '         -^ 

The  ca«d€!  of  Emma's  alaim'  i?v^a*  Wli(itlA#^ 
talet  He  came  to  press  his  masteif's  d(6parttt!i|j^, 
be  said  he  ^had  a  tihaise  in  iHrditiiu^,  $tid  had  jW 
h««d  that  DarfevUle  could  tiot  sttiS4v^  the  *iy. 

'^Bfegoiife,'  relied  Whitiiibre,  *  I  ca#^  tidt,  IHA 
nbt  fceady,  I  am  prepared  to  nieet  the  Worst''  ' 
'  Tlfe  man  appeared  Surprise,  und  w<inld  feSH 
vmtxifi&d  tb  expostulate?  but  Whitmore  ftJft*^ 
thptihg  Mm^  again  colnhianded  his  abse^e  hi  4 
toicfethat  demanded  obedience.  ''' 

Whitmore  still  persisted  in  pressting'  t^e  alktibed 
and  half-wavering  Emma  to  aceotnpany  bii6.  F<* 
fiome  titee  she  6nly  ailswered  with  her  teart :  At 
length  she  said,  ^  Let  us  consult  Miis.  D^tttei^,  t 
vfril!  be  guided  by  her/ 

Whitmore,  who  dreaded  nothing  tnot^thafi^^ 
return  of  Mrs.  Delmer,  however,  replied,  tiKkiiig 
out  his  watch,  ^  *  Well,  be  it  so;  biit  what  tiftie  dd 
you  Expect  her  r  '  * 

^OhJ— no-^no,?  ex*teimed  EintHk;  '^^itii^ 
liible,  9fae  wiU  not  return  till  neai"  dilkiieir^^itf^ 
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apd  ypur  sfi^y  ^eaiijui^^  thai  jAn  depart  thii» 
instanV 

VMy  safety,  or  even  my  life,  ip  to  me  of  no 
yaloe  independent  of  you,  £intn9»  therefore  1 
wfll  wait  the  retura.of  my  siater ;  yet  has  sheool; 
4iowu,  by  her  choi^  of  your  brother,  tJliat  9he 
thinks  a  small  ^hare  of  ^be  world's  opinieia  is  worth 
{4u:nfii;i&g.to  obtaiQ  h«ippiiiessr 

*  Ah  I'  sighed  Emwi^,,  *  but  she  is  miurided/     . 

'  Well>  my  lioye,  and  shall  we  not  alsotbe  nQiar- 
Bi^  as.i^^oon  9s  possible  ? .  Even  with.aU  the  bigotry, 
that  country  edttpation  has  implanted  on  your 
mind,  yon  must, ;allow  that  a  wo^i^n»  wbo  lm$ 
act€;d  so  shamefully  as  Mrs.  Whitmore,  isv  no 
l^fi^  in  ^h^  ^J^  ^f  Heaven,,  or  the  worlds  iny 
wifie  J  ipy  inarri?tge  with  her  was  m<^r^y  a  jojniiig 
oC^iM^ ;  Q\irs,  f^mma,  will  be  an^iwiion  of  hearts. 
To  eafie  youT;  delicate,  s^^fiples,  ^m.I  not  ccmteni 
to  wa^t  Jpr  all  the^forfoaJlit^es  ^qf  l^w,  .^nd  t]^ 
jargop  pf  priestcraft;  though neith^>  £mma».ca«i 
make  me  more  sincerely  ypurV;>  leti^oi^y;  S»f! 
loyjc^j  J^f e :t^. .boast  l^e^fter,  that  y^u  nobly 
showed  your  afiec};ion  in  the  hour  of  my,iA^fig&er 
<l#j[)i9k!^Di^i)i:ed,r  in  hi^  exik^  aipan,i?ho.|ixMild' 
glqry.t<^ptece  you  on  a  throne.!      ,  i,,, 

Emj^Qc^iwea^  ai^d  irresolfite, ,  t^ew  notfhfj^if  (tp^ 
c€^9l||^iyet  feared  to  deny  j  she  loTfd  >yb}tm#i;e 
too  well  for  his  safety  not  to  be  dpar.to  her,;  4»^ 
%*;^t*^:.Wds§4  9tr'^Bgle4.  mth  p^ss|pn,v  but 
jg^^ll^'s.mi^  wap  ,tQo> feeble  to  ^o^ithecQ^ii^ 
LJjWfeii»<^^^^  W?  a4vantftg%  an4p);e^s}^gebp 
wit  ivith  redoubled  ardour, ,  pre? aij^^jr^  in  /b^iW^ 
j^^gjl^  inomesA,  on  the  infatuated  £a)ipa,i  to  de* 
a^lisb^^ci  fair  structureof  virtue  ber  par^tsbl^d 
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so  many  years  been  endeavouring  to  reair  in.  her 
heart,  by  weakly  yielding  to  accompany,  bin)..— 
Delighted  with  his  success,  he  hurried  her  instantly, 
to  the  chaise  which  he  had  in  waiting,  ordering 
the  post-boy  to  use  the  utmost  speed.    . 

Had  Whitmore  given.  Emma  time  to  refleqt,  it 
is  probable  she  might  have  escaped  the  destruction 
that  awaited  her ;  but  her  sensibility  awakened  (or 
the  safety  of  the  man  she  loved,  no  frien^d  n^eai:  to 
advise,  or  snatch  her  from  the  impendixig  ruip,  she 
forgot  all  but  his  danger,  regardless  of  the  djei^g^, 
^e  was -Striking  into  the  bosom  of  her  p^Xjepl^i  Qr, 
the  never-dying  anguish  she  was  implantifi^.  in 
her  own.  ,.  ; 

\  They  had  hardly  reached  the  caid,  of  ,Uie  j^t 
stage,  when,  even  though  supported  by ^th^.  eft- 
circling  arm  of  Whitmore,  his  vows  sitiljl  ^p^nding 
in  her  ear,  that  silent  but  neyer-£ailing  mpailjor 
Conscience  awoke,  and  at  once  preseiit^d  t^ei 
reverse  of  the  fascinating  picture  that  for  a  while , 
had  intoxicated  her  senses. 

.  *0h!  my  dear  parents,'  exclaimed  she,  ij^^wm 
agony  of  grief,  *  must  I  then  never  see  you  mor^J; 
The  lost,  the  abandoned  Emma  has  forsaken  aU^ 
and  for  whom ? — Great  God !  a  manri^  mi^n f. 
Oh !  Mr.  Whitmore,  if  you  really  love  me  let  me, 
return ;  it  vnW  be  the  strongest  proof  of  yam:  aff^/ 
tion,  and  never  shall  it  be  forgotten.'  ,  / ,  ^ - 

*  Well,  then,'  replied  he,  reproachfully,  *  lf(^  iqe'^ 
return,  for  I  cannot  see  you  thus;  I  will  li9S!^flPi% 
myself,  and  wait  the  event  of  Darleville  s  wq^^jda^  | 
At  least  you  shall  not  accuse  me^  lEmms^^qimfie^ 
of  affection/  •     ..!• 
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*Ah!  no/  returned  Emma,  weeping,  *  let  me 
return  alone ;  have  I  not  shown  how  dear  I  hold 
youi' safety  ?* 

•  And  after  such  a  proof,  think  you  it  is  possible 
to  tear  myself  from  you  ?  No,  Emma,  any  thing 
else  I  may  be  able  to  accomplish  ;  but,  by  all  my 
hopes  of  happiness,  we  will  not  part.  If  you 
insist,  I  will  accompany  yoii  home,  let  life  or 
dekthhe  the  consequence.' 

"Emma  again  became  irresolute ;  again  for  a 
yfMe  tove  overcame  reason.  In  tlie  mean  time 
^  chkis^  proceeded  swiftly,  and  momentarily 
miade)i^  rettim  less  possible;  Whitniore  alarm- 
ing her  feelings,  and  soothing  her  by  turns,  until 
at  fength  they  reached  Dover;  whieire  the  vdnd 
ph>tiig  falf,  a  packet  was  imrdediately  procured, 
and' all  return  entirely  cut  off  for  the  lost  Emma, 

To  divert  her  thoughts  from  dwelling  on  sub- 
jeftts  he  wished  her  to  forget,  Whitmore  related ' 
the  cause  of  his  quarrel  with*  Darleville :  He  had 
in  the  public  coffee-room  declared,  that  if  Mr^. 
Baffler  was  not  married  to  eiisign  Godwin,  they 
had  a  perfect  good  understanding,  as  he  was  fre- 
quently with  her  at  very  unseasonable  hours,  (in- 
^teition  he  had  received  from  Mrs.  Whitmore) 
a8?wa^  also  Mr.  Whitmore  tete^ct-tete  with  Emma. 
Whitmoreon  his  entran<ie  had  beeii  jested  with 
on  the  business,  aM  congratulated  on  his  good 
fertttne  with  the  fair  rustic  ;  but  not  being  natu- 
tjffly  of  a  temper  to  hear  the  character  of  any  one 
hepfof«sed  to  esteem  treated  lightly,  he  immedi- 
ately took  fire,  and  insisted  on  tiie  author  of  the 
l^andal  being  declared,  which  proving  to  be  Dar- 

ville,  he  determined  to  quarrel,  and  walking  up 
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to  liim miAk  asramed  coldnmB^.h^^diiUhi^Mf 
mtf  70a  have  tak«tt  fJie  libeilfy;  t6  «ApiS9|[aiel}r 
freely  this  ereniiig  of  my  sister  and  Mms  flMyktil 
I  imist  therefore  ^vkd  youitiii^1iiirejMJ|>€^^re 
GaQtkms,  or  your  wattt  of  pradimcie  juay  |mlQr€W 
valour  to  the  ha^attU  a  oinca<iit»taM!a(t|p^t«ik 
perhaps,  proTe  iiicoi»TeBieiit>  istoilii^  reffUif^M 
oomtege,  as  well  as  the  reptttaticmictf  gill^«|i)b 
is  necessary  for  a  soldier.'  Thia#ffi>Mi  l^i^Jll 
a  poldic  coffee-rocHn^  waa  to^  *  iP*oaf  faP^jpHMMibM* 
MMkiced^  an  appointmmit  was:  thet^fotciiiodl^i^ 
made,  after  which  Whit)njt)r«i  «ii|>p€i(|  inl; jMiW 
Pelmer's^  when  he  qaestio]|^d«h^rT0i|>^lb(il8)i* 
riage,  though  he  avoided  particulars. 

The.  next  morning  he  met  his  opponent,  w})om 
on  the  first  fire  he  i^hot  m  thte  side,  and  left  with 
his  friend,  who  had  acted  as  second,  while  himsdf 
hastened  to  Emma,  determined,  as  he  had  such  a 
favourable  pretence,  to  make  a  bold  essay  to  get 
her  into  his  power,  and  in  which  he  unhappily 
aucaeoded.  Such  was  the  real stiite.of)tlie^ittCr4> 
and  its  subsequent  con^equeBces^  hut  m^qllt^^^ 
alternately  heightened  or  softetied  in  WhitfdoMjP 
rcM^on  to  Emma,  as  might  bept  ^y^  Jbi^piilpiiae^ 

:  So  great  had  bean  Emma  a  confusion^  ,^^idie 
liad.not  ev^ea  thought  of  clothe^ ;  .but  Whi^9f9r 
on  their>  arrival  at  Calais,  sQon  remove^^  t|iAt  W* 
Qo^nvenkace,:  and  tb^  contihtt^.thoir.rQillbgj^ 
Paris,  where  he  aupplied  :b«r  .with  a  ^^pfsfliflli 
and  alegance  that.n>ark;^d  the  ppw^he  ^u|i|HiKlll 
i^w  to  have  over  the  female  heart  l^niflKlillH 
fortunatdy  was  not  iaseasible  to '  itiinla^QCtftlml' 
plating  th^^lei^dour  that  S9rrftimdeddil«r^ihMli 
««ww  gwdoftlly  decreased,  wd.herigr^ifalia^^ 
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Ai^dobbrM^^eiited,  udtil  at  length,^is  ax  b^r 
^f^n^Miiied  foU]^  shebartes^d  her  honour  fiMr 
tte^fimdy^micf  riselesa  jlmppings  af  pHde-and^vie^^ 
^'iMEmc^lmef,  dumber  return  home  »onihe  d^jrof 
HtB'^U^rmin^eteA  fat  Emma's  abgence,  w  for 
iHl1lt:^f(kl*pOMf  l^a  could  hav«  ax^eompanied  her 
)fto|lidr>  yefcliadr  noddea  «»til>iate  in  Aie  evening 
uti^iAsa^  tfutfai^^-^hefeared  Ed^n  would  blame 
tei^uffiid  knifiNi?  net  ^hat  meMures  to  purrae )  'but 
dllteifii^^i  IQ^  givie  him  immediate  intel%Mi«ie, 
lto^eej>r4iilgly  %rote  that  night,  expressing  iker 
ffii^tilib  M^*ktt  bad  happened,  and  artrealting 

'Itm  Ti  .1      ■  .    tf^.'Tu  "HI  ■■    ji  i.M.ti  1^ 
0  fbu?  jif 

HfBiiiE  tbe  unthinking  Emma  was  flying  from 
hdKlMfends,  and  sacrificing  her  honour  to  gratify 
tte^(^titiou8  wishes  of  her  betrayer,  all  Was  joy 
Wift^Mdnity  at  Inglewood.  The  young  strang<^ 
^tShUj^med  by  Ihe  name  of  Reuben,  aft^  bis 
gflattdfather,  and  Ibe  subsequent  entertainment 
te^^  lasted  until  late  on  the  second  day,  the 
liMMg  had  taken  leave,  and  r^umed  home.  Had 
ftia^l^Miefn  for  the  tormentitig  pangs  of  conscience 
lfii\«fiifr^W&litd  have  felt  himself  perfectly  happy, 
tst^l^m^  h6  could  sometimes  forget  every  thing 
iMl4dVef4tttd'^A)a^es,  yet  reflection  was  sure  to  «- 
^tirn'witb  redoubted  violence.  He  was  a  constant 
^tiAtteii^  to  the  hlippine^s  of  WiBiam  and  Wtamjy 
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^nd'like  a  «6^nd>  df  daHtmci^'thdlriuliiaceiit'^ea' 
war^g  iiictiea^ediifi&tteiiianlsv  £»T^ 
teM|)lariMBd  ip^bats  iiimsftlf.  night  >ha4^>po$tesB6ii  t«  i : 
nolVhe  venJ^iuUe^  Godwin iBMi^tkde&i  »K|jpefOted 
thiit*:b»  BOH  wai^  uMihappy*;  jl^mWrihaVaA^ik^io 

'fbi^  frisbed  tlicdr ^mi^km  to  !t|Ate  pj£u^)  as  sodn-as 
possible.  It  indeed  giavis^  bim  S0i|iibisuyp«9e^ltet 
£dwiti  ihimself  did  not  pmss^it  more  twtfn^y; 
but  waiting  for  the  expected  ptomotibn4Wrdifl(lie 
re^oiiigiveti,  and  readiljr  belie^d  bfJiifiddwin, 
for ^ his- fc«?ttrt  was  too.  ^uilelee^  loi>*iiiip>to  siqaipoee 
his  don 'to  be  a  villain.  .    :.  u*  .  m>    ,v  >  t-h  . 

^  iAfterthe  dep^ture  of  tbe^giiieiBtSy  as  the^fbniity 
"^ete  ^€itt^ng  in  cheerful  <!OnversatioB/>  thd  post- 
boy's horn  gave  notice  he  brought  lettewj  and  a 
i  A)^m0sA^^{Ht  Margery;  enteredy  and  ddiveliedi^one 
itoidBdlvini,  whose  ^ye  h^  no  sooner  ^baioediorer 
StiiBidarsctien' (which  was  Mrs.  fiehner'sytfaalittiie 
^iiieddjIaDai moment  forsook  ImfSf  bUeeks,  butoidia- 
>flkaiit£iiftieonsly  again*  returned,  •  a^d  aktrffesedittfaeiin 
;  xMQldii  oitinson.    Without  kuowtnlg«Jwhatuhe/«iE^ 
about,  he  was  instinctively  going' toi>pdtiit('iii493 
.^oc^et»  had  not  Iiis  tyes  met  thoseof^hi^B'biisfthec 
='W'iIliatny  in  M^hose  £ace  he  «aw,  lU  le^lrieitra^* 
b^e^p^x^agieHtniarfas-of  surprise.         /  ^  .  .:  ,;!« 

This  discovery  at  once  pecalled  lii«iitoi  recol- 

yjectrcHivih<9  ehdefivoured  to  qondeal  his^oonfiision, 

tmkd>of&ied Mm  lebter ;  hat  had  scarcely i?«;aiir tl*o 

.  MdeSf ':^,hfeir;it<ftgaf ti  msibly  increased,  i )for  ib wias 

.  iMttB^^IMdiQri*^^^  in  which  «be^begaDl,)-by 

infdmmigihhnftbat  all  restraint  wi»sf  nowremoiwd^ 

aiidr>thadi.ltliehri|»anmiagemig^t  bk  diedaa^ed,  as'siie 

had  pbts^ined  the  ^nrishedrproinotidn^^  bim^* 
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Tfaerjoy^fidwin  expieri^Bced  at  this. news,  in 
$ome)iti€fluitir6i  oiiverbalattced  hi&  conf asiosu  ^  I  am 
preffen^/ eKclaiiiaed he,  ma rapUire,  ^ and havd 
'^k^pT^pBct^iyeUSoftb^  He.  then 

continued,  reading  tfa^  .remainder  of  h»  letter, 
wbkh  dM  haid  ii0^9ooner  oondnded  than  he  put  it 
mim:  pock^/f  ^oqply  *  relating  what  he  thought 
ib^efl»ai^  of  the*  contents  to  Im.  friend  s . 

f Aad  from  whence  comes  it,  Edwin?'  said 
WiHiam^  foohing^oh  him&Kedly.  >  . 

ri  ,^CailiesH-why*i-w*hyv  from  Mr.  Whitmore  4d 
•betware,  ■  replied  £dwi»y  hesitating,  and  his  down- 
cast eye  avoiding  the  scriU;inizing  gaise  of  hi? 
bmtber^  ^yoti  know  I  long  expected  this^etent,; 
yet  it  !  came  so'  suddenly  that  it-:qmte  ^«er- 
came  me.'  ..  /    :  > 

trtWiltiaiii^iaiwiUaiig  to  make  a  reply  iba^t  might 
awakenifiiiapieions  against  his  brother,  and  whioh, 
«j|keilia|)s,'  in.ttfutk  might  be  groundless^  jreniainied 
silentM'^hUe  Edwin  received  the  congsatulatibcis 
ollthe  faukiily^^tbtit  particularly  of  Bemairdi  >wbo 
fiowthdught  his  hopes  of  Edwin's  beoomiiig  a 
i^neml' half  verified.  '      'j  * 

'  tWhen  Edwin  had  recovered  his  first  ^erprisef 
heiiiifonned  them  he  should  be  obliged  i  to  ;IeA<^e 
them  almost  immediately,  as  the  business- ra^uittel 
'his  immediate  presence.  -  i  i' 

.  /tPies  on. that  luck,'  intermpted  *  Bernard,  ^I 
thought  you  would  have  stayed  to  take  Agnesfwdth 
^u;  nnd, though  I  should  be  .sorryi  to  lose  h\8r, 
'9etitas;yo«i seem  nearer  happyapart,  I  am wiUihg 
!tefCQi»i(eBt  when  you.  please,  onlconditi^iiai^  how- 
19^,  that.yott  let  me  havemy>giil  with^ine  two 
or  three  montha eviery  summer.'   ..    ...    :'•••'  - 
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there  irone  wby;^<hmigh'4iltorMf«d^^ 

Bernard.''      '^  ."     '-  o',  i.'Mt  •  •;  v;>j;:a  iojloi/ 

'iris/  ri^plM *£dwm,  li«8dtat|ii!^r^^^«^ 
b*  pafoaitted  t0tak6  Agi)^«>^toNlrAf^bi|^ 
B|i|riit  tfa^ve  b«'  matrix  Tfididiit  '^In^^  iiiteiA^ 
ttiade  Mr.  WMu&oi*^  a  6CM  of  fobmiM  tJUtt)^ 
(AH>aki  bd>pr€«ent^af>thedeleffl<m^i  lm&|aer:£^ 
iir^beady  ^er^,  «he  would  lia^i^d  «ftdidei4Ht^ 
to  ddcoittpaiiy  her/    '  -     '   »J  h  lollua  ol 

iitmayibe  easily  M^rttiis^  tiiatd^aNrw  iisiilio 
deatgttto' c<mduct  Aghmio  hia  ^virimji.  i^miffif 
wished  to  get  her  froip  her  parenili>a^>to  h^duif 
Ai>'4tmb^ibnt  he  sboold  llenbte  t6  de^anr^roife  m 
jadMt0atcf^mle,  and  inashc^rt  time  bm^  dicl-  to 

i  ^  My  brotiaer  Godwin  dhall  detevuiitiJB^be^Qiibi 
ness/  returned  Bernard.  :i  .Ii  /  Utts^/io^ 

:^  Theniby  no  meakis  apprDVelt/  i^«i«hGmt4ia: 
f  Had  Emma' been  h^re  to  accompmiy  bim^ht'^tibfi 
j«tetionin%ht  have  been  less,  but  tvcik'tkiei^- ^ 
step  would  bate  been  impradent^  v^bafe  gdiy  fi^ 
Williaraf^  -  -     ^     ^H.  bae 

^I  am  afttmikhedi that  Edwin  could  dt&lti^WB 
plied  Wtli»|i|i<{  'be  fifrdy  did  »at<Hiiliiid«r^ 
lteprapfi%'€fA^e$V  leaving  thidieotniiry^sii^ 
iim  immfltrideA.  I  tbmk  Fanny  iQ^i^^^em^iUi^ 
aadeai^JUy  me^  h^isistar  can  be  to  £dw^^|^ 


INQ]&E»«a](0|ftL]rQilI«T.  |«t 

lAdffikiiR  «1>#ri^  sin^mti  imtmptilt  fmer  so  'iirC  itsto 

twii  of  adger.vhich  he  coiiW  ttot  coniCegJb£.;M  >6i 
adpiv^frmiiffiidn  i»«to»»  il3Lh#r  NNs'^  pefMllrto 

Mhcki  it,  $t»d^  i|<eoin<Hded  with  his  oymJ  fms]fi 
t0fiMi  »s^;.^()iit  »«$.;  in  ttis^jaa^  ^:^Atdii«)l;r 
iMrktiiiPeii^ed  to>iii^fy*'^rminlam'-  A^pmi  W^ttfr 
lHUItoi^bo(^4li]i^^  ftwl  I  ho)4.heir  fAni«to»>4j»a«r 
to  suffer  it  to  hie  sullied,  howeVw  *iaB»jrilefell|&'o* 

l^lfiaq^  &miiyQV^  ple»auffi  }FOa.^ftve:.:aQe«i»i> 

» tdbifc-^d^.i  M^iUi»in  is  a  good;  l94::^M^Ib{|feiQa'»nihft 
says  is  for  the  best.  I  do  not  know  hov^  iij  isf/  \mi 
yUkoJ^m^Mm*  mie  over  to  J^  t)|>«iiqai((ti]^||!it  is 
generally  right.'  .,     j  i   ..   ^a 

fli*iPi«)s&Bi^,  i?ithi*iast8fflw?e,.that4^  h^aiiich 
piMir«M  (Vifi)!^  y#«/  vripplied'  Bdwin,  WlfcilsTi^i  t  H  • 
■i^Amiv^miXHy hroth^er.f8«idfl^V*Jiia«i,r  fiOs^ 
orini  f[MI««isti«)0  y{)iti^<Kw^:4;eipi»«l  wiJjiA^plaiii^  1^9 
aad  Aow,  to  prove  how  dear  I  hold  yH^tfimpfff 
tm^filJimt^  brmedittfA  .lo  ,p#poi^.  rifif 6iii^4uld 
&t4iJfeimo9i»v«pieiiit  to  n^u^,  pi^pi^ttoe'^Ub^ 

]riMyaiBcciwiii>^!iiy .hear >t0  »oiyaj  i  il  tl|u»k  iJu^ifiKwM 
~  iStt^G^  rjowx^  tfif  9^1i0«  y!f>«am«ili{{>fp«i 
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assure  you  I  would,  thotkgli  f  ^ooM  li^v^^ 
heart  at   Inglewood  witii  thki  ^^tcilft^^ll^lil^  ; 
sorcerer/  patting  his  ^foung  sonbti^^3]^i^^^«r 
he  lay  at  his  mother's  breast.*  '-  ''  v^^^^r^  M«i 

*  There,  there  now!*   ex'cIaimi9d'S€«ticlHlfU&- 
ultingly,  *  I  told  you  he  would  fcfrfhg»^ya«drtfl^^ 
his  is  the  b^t  plan  after  all;  though  I  dlitamt^trii»di<  ! 
Kke  your  long  journeys ;  hWet^/  ft^ottc^^into' 
not  care.   Come,  then,  do  not  l^ok  ^giutii/^U  i» 
settled:  ydii  know  if  the  mountttiliicl^aiiiciOieottK^  \ 
to  nsy  why  we  must  go  to  the  niobiltiiiii(i«d9iithb 
folks  say.'  '^^'-^  ^    :hu)\u\ 

'I hop* to fepare you thkt tr^dbW^ i^pfli^d^^i^  ' 
win,  after  a  ^ort  paui^e,  dliring  iHMk  liit^eAffetea^ 
voured  to  collect  himself;  '  I  trui^'ti^lNii^Wfille 
to'!*eturri.     I  ctertainly  did  nbt  wislf  std  iiba^li^ 
separated  from  Agnes,  buti  tousrbftbttiil.l>'>>rfi7 

Mr.  knd'Mrs.  Gx>dwin  now  ^^^k^fiiteiAMto 
of  William's  opinion,  as  did  alsiy^  KasJl^4Mib0^ ' 
added,  *  Though,  like  my  father,  I  ab*ttliat^'pf<»fti 
df  ibiig  jbtttheys,  yet,  in  {^uc:ha^caS«Fastlite,if^>ttfr 
willingly  ^pare  you;'  '    •  -  m'^o^:  ybjs^tft^ 

The  conversatioti  now  took  a  liv^elter  «lift|rfl|l#lP 
all  l)ut  Edwin;  his  scheme  frustrated ^tgmiiagi 
Agnes  in  his  power,  he  knew  not  whijt  ili^ailM#iHt^ 
t6  pursue ;  tbef  intelligence  of  ^his  {irolbotfibirMad 
been  unexpected,  and,  when  the  conditSnlteuM^ 
h^^x:edwerfe reflected  on,  unwelcome;  for  todi^ol^ 
Kis  mairriage  was  to  lose  Agneii;  for  ev4$r>  HMiiitiNUi]^ 
lie^s  Was  t6b  vidible'to  be  o^^erlookiEid ;  alllBM^iP«( 
enlii^€!ii  'ttmf ;  and'  pdrticuldi^y  Agn«s\  h^ii  tfacm^i 
sand  little  arttes^  ear^sses,  eoiieM^ixt^^tb  litaktf 
MtktKfr^M^  v^^tion ;  hwtihmiii^  ^MloinUfng 
br^J^lt^y^^  iAl oty  »  ftiine^ rs^n%dattf|'i«i|i||| 


the  grater  part  soon  jjE^^e^.;     ..  .  ,       ,  .,    „ 
BdT«^  jMa!rf3F<^,iyit^h©  cttiUd  Bpt  r^t,  the 
attMi|»t,h«  J^n#$W'<wQqld  beiruitl^ss^  saifl  forsopi^ 
timifo^)iw^«MU:tbe.gk>^m  of  degpair,— .'ilpitflo.i ; 
poteqM^^t(MB«^Agnes«^ntlu»:ii4sbt?'  excl^i;n.^  i 
ba  i6Ab}0#it  J^ £i)uiU  taJk^e  h^r  uuprepiuped ;  U  \^p\y, 
Iwtnewoiiiifr^)  wd>if  l9«cc«^d»  WilUwn  wd  y«;ti^^^ 
lU»f^^UifeiUil.^9in)^r^&^m9,}s,e  iny  o«?p  cpp^^. 
dittoas ;   if  otherwise,  at  all  events,  it  q^  j)|)^. . 
imt^»9^\^P!»ttmi6  a  few  houm  from  the.  fqr^t, 
ofs1itW»kfI ^flft'take**!  eyerla^^iogfar^Fie^.',,  ,. 

•fIliii<MieJtetio«.ft»qe  fonned,  h^.dol«fn^^e4fP. 
acoQiopUBbiit^Mtd  Jjeaving  his  ovniroc|p^,,|i^-.. 

TaQced.t{ni»j!Kisit|)^(  »f  .Agpes  W^^f^^^*^^, 

h«ip»q^t.^  vmtieW^y  pang  of  renior^;sejf e^. 
l8ife»M\^cotft«ri'  said  ,;he,  mentally,.  .^  jvhaj^jYffrs 
Mi9$^ikQ^shQ^ttQX^^r^etra^te^.  Art  t|ififj,pftt 
already  sufficiently  guilty?  Thou  wilt  ^<e^t|;l:^^. 
oifabk(;^:mjiir4?ring  tfie  innocent  as  tjifijf  §],pfp, 
^femj^ittiier,  ^ir  power  or  persxui^Oi^  ^9*^}^ 
dwfeftfejkhyfiHrpQS©.'  ,     ,,  ..  ^ ,  //, 

.»iA8tnlke>.;«poie,  ;W8  £^t  jnyolui^l^ily..  tujr^e^ 
^Nia^tkft.dQor ;  '^nd  can  I,'  resuine^  Itf,  ' §ivf! 
^topi/or  .WW  ?  Have  I  not  it  ip  p^y.p^w.ei:  to 
iQiJ^JiM  <amfiB4»:  iof-;  tbia, o^p, ,4§yia,tion  ffo\^ 
lodttn^fl  .  Mxv  ft>i^iw!,TTriQy  }if)er7-^Ji)f7r,84^  ^^p 
t  »!?  then  H  pa^  n»li.;^f/9a|i^y,^llJ^o^J,f^p  fi^UpJ- 
t  '^jr <^l^«b.oaB  j|#wrJ^8ii;§i5^dj.;, K  ^j  .}  {, ,  . 
*.*bdae  i«bap  ifeej.dPtWSifl^  WfWJfi^^.i^ 
1        'n«rte^aM^gpirtJffl:P|?f«ii|g.ti«Kii«!<*/«&^.% 
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apartment,  fearful  of ^  alarming  her,  'lest  she 
should  awiake  the  femily,  fcie-said;  iti'a'idff'Vol^^^^ 
*  Be  not  surprii^  nor  dfejaefasefl,  itfy'bfel^^ 
Agnes,  I  have  afew  "wotd^  to'ga;f  fby6rf,''^?(^h 
I  wish  to  repeat  withottfr  witnte^V^i?  WiflM'I 
see  is  willing  to  protract  mf  happiiieiS^8ff1«% 
as  possible;'  •  •'•  ■  •  ^  ./^  i-i^^^^  .^^^^^'^ 
..  ;    .      ,      ,    ,     ,  .•       ^la  -.^  ovai  i^ivK  {.' 

:   .      '  '.  ^       .     .      .   ^        r,    :     ;    )r^   'l     '.>/        .^JjU^jI 

. . »• ,  .....  :  "7    ^    ^    r~       i-  ^  iMt.i.  J/  lb  ill  ^ij^qe  ^'^^ 

.     ;..   -        w    •  ...    ;     ♦    1  {;:.;:>  liAi:J{:   I   ,^UH^^ 

r  » ....      ,  ,,.  .     .CHAPf;  Xyjl<^,.i-)i     .->jsiq iM 

.    ,.  ...  ;         <  i.    '>ri  ».'•«'»  :>*JL.  iJL'/  iij* ' 

Agnes  had  retired  with  a  mind'  too  piu^^^  dis- 
turbed'by  the  visible  uneasiness  o^  i^d^wln  l^^ 
asleep,  and  immediately  started  on  his  eritranf e; 
for  she  heard  him  not  until  he  opened  ttq  cham- 
ber-door and  addressed  her,  so  cautipjisly  hap  ne 
stepped  along  the  little  passage  ttat  i^eparated  her 
room  frotn  the  other  apartments.  For  a  moraent 
she  felt  displeased  at  his  ihtrqsion ;  bui^  Her  lieaift 
was  tbo  guileless  to  suspect  W' purpose';  ana 
affedtion  and  pity  mastering  every  other  sehtv 
ment,  sh^  replied  to  his  addl'ess :—  /  "'[  ^ 

*  Retire,  I  entt^eat  vou,  Edwin.  Were  yoiinot 
so  visibly  uneasy;  1  c6uld  not  forbear  tp  cMe 
you ;— w^  \^ilt  ^pe^k  ttiofe  fully  to-morrow.  If  qu 
are  displeased' at  V^iliikih^w  ne.Vat 

onceakitidbi-otheVand  ^  prudent  and^^lisinterest- 
^  frifehd.  ^^Bahi^ti  tfieti  these 'thoughts  thai;  dis- 
turb yon; — ^aW,  id6\ibt  not,  will  Wifor  tlie  best. 
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.  Edwin,  iiirho.waa  cbaicmed  tQ.meet  with  fso 
gentle  a  rep^lsq,  r^plj^d^  '  And  can  you,.  Agnes, 
so  eaj^ily  ?i4^pt  Jbis,UBilw5/»g  nwcimi^  ?  But  why 
do  I  aslf.  w^q^  I  ^^e  jon  I .  .Absence  has  weakeped 
yonr^^\\Qfi  fyl  ^(3 ;,  apd  k  wst^  you  no  pang  to 

'  Crael,  unjust  surmise  !^  replied  Agncfi,  r^ady 
to  burst  into  tears :  '  had  your  affection  been  as 
great  as  mine,  you  had  never,  Edwin,  sought  a 
change.  No  preferment,  no  greatness,  should 
hate  tempted  ine  to  quit  you ;  .hut  I  am  wrong 
to  speak  in  a  manner  you  may  construe  upbraid- 
mgly.  Your  mind,  my  Edwin,  is  disturbed. 
Retire,  I  again  conjure  you,  to  your  rest^ — ^this  i» 
no  place.  In  the  morning  you  shall  be  convinced 
that  you  are  offended  without  cause/ 

*  And  will  jijou  not,  A^nes,'  replied,  he,  /  allow 
me  a  singly  half  hour's  co^vei^sation  al^ii^e.thi^^asjt 
evenmg  I  have  to  remain  with  yop]  Will^  ypu 
suffer  me  to  depart,,  oyerpowerejd  ft^  I  .anQ\  ;wj.(;h 

I  pood  Heavep! — what  would  you:  „ri?qijH^st  ? 
You  iaiow/ Edwin,  your  uneasiness  disfr^s^  m^ 
more  than  my  own ;  but  go  down.  Jf  you4p^l^ 
}t.  1  will  rise  and  join  you  in  a  few  miiiut^^t'  .  . 
^^•^^No^'  replied  he,  •  we  stjall  but  awak^en^^je 
family,  which  will  prevent  mp  disclosifig  wh^J  I 
jrish  to-say  tp  you  alpine.  C^W  j;ou  AOt^  my  love, 
81  ler  mefor  a  few  minutes  Ip  co^verae  with  yoii 
i  pi  You  were  not  wont  Jo  distru^^  your  Edwin, 
t    ife  I,  A§fnes,  desarvpd  sugp^  ,  .   .     , 

w  Wi. , ,  *  "^Vithdfraw  while ,  I  drpss  \i  we  can  con- 
V     -  tor^  a  short  time  ?it  th)^^p^udo]y^'_ 
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Edwin^  though  he  scarcfely'kiifiw  how;tiycom- 
mand  himself^  immediately  obegred;*  by  yrdtiimg 
Mo  th^  passs^e ;  M^b€re  he  x^emamed^soid^mi- 
Butes,  then  joined  her  afcihe  iffindo«#of  heroife 
aparttn^it.  Persuaded  it  wa9  Us  laist  resoitree, 
heFedonbled  bis  foiteer  tows,  until  h0?tboli^t 
faerheattwas  sufficiently  softened  tohiflpurpoas; 
^  then  entreated  her,  though  with  soime  ^dantitas 
j^reliminaries^  to  prove  her  a0ecttbzt  by  accom- 
panying him  to  town;  *  k:.  ;' 

*  Why  will  you  ask  me  wh&t  youv  icii<^w  isiim- 
poissible  r  replied  she;  *  Does  nofc  ohjor  patents 
think  it  wrong ! — and  you  as  wdil  as  imi  iEdwflif 
llsed  to  be  satisfied  with  their  decision  ^  i  bi|t  ydu 
-are  grown  strangely  impetuous*:  A.  liitlA  iime 
caiiMOt  surely  make  much  difference  v^^diheiliit 
will  be  my  duty,  as  weU  as  tnctiiiatioiE,  tofatooqfi- 
psany  yoitt  wherever  you  go/  ,-    xf 

*Ah,  Agnes/   replied  he,   *iryott;iavedl«e, 

,you  wQuJd  not  thus  calmly  speak  of  ^  sepai^tion, 

, though  even  for  a  short  time!    My  fiirsf  ^avjug 

the  Foirest  was,  I  can  truly  swear,  to  procsTre^you 

additional   happiness,  as  well  as  myaelfi    Our 

h^arte^  my  beloved  girl,  have  long  been  united; 

J, you.  can  neither  doubt  my  honour  nor  my  .love. 

Consent  then  to  go  with  me  to  town ;  and  I^>«is 

ni^ver  more  be  separated/ 

*.  How  can  you  press  what  you  know  is  itnpiac* 
tiqable  ]     Has  it  not  been  expressly  denied  ?' .  ^ 

<  Bruty— but/  hesitated  he,  *  could  we  iiot,'Amy 

belovi^d,  6nd  meabs  to  go  without  thein  permis- 

.  sionl  tit  fiuraly^  Agnes,  would  be  a  very  y^al 

trespass.  We  could  be  married  immediately  ;(^and 

you  cannot  doubt  but  we  should  be  forgiven/ 
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]»  *  And  dd  youi  thitik  ?!  would  be  guilty  of  so 
joifwl  and  despficdble  i^^  replied  she,  indig- 

na^lly^  attemptiztg  to  withdraw  her  hand .  *  N  o, 
jfidwii^  flay  ioTe  for  you^  I  confess,  is  interwoven 
"wkh^my  life;-  but  neither  love  nor  life  itself  shall 
l|^ein^'S6Ungratieful  and  unworthy  of  €he^best 
0f  friends  and  parelnts ;  for  yours,  Edwin,  are 
iairtody  itiffne :  ami  ^hall  I  cloud  their  T^enerable 
'fejUures  w4th  so&rrowv  and  wound-  their  wbrthy 
hearts?  No  !  you  are  not  yourself,  or  you  could 

not'haw^oposed  it!' •  ' 

'  IShoxsgh Edwin^tind  his sdhemefrusti^tedby 
itbis  sieply,  be  yet  determined  not  to  relinquish 
histpdrpose;  atid  summoning  all  his  arts,  by 
«o6thi Jiig'' aAd  protestations,  he  at  length  removed 
'the  HiiieMiness  his  proposal  had  given^  ^nd  his 
(pafdon  ^as  sealed  on  her  lips.— ^*  And  no^j  Ed- 
win,' said  she,  *  retire,  forget  alL  vexation,  aaid 
belfcfireAle  entirely  yours/  "  * 

'••  ^TSeta-momeht,' replied  he:  *  in  what  haste  you 
w&t6  banish  me !  Are  you  not  my  wife  in  all  bnt 
Hienamet  Suffer  rae,  then,  ray  love,  to  place  this 
iittig  upon  yotir  finger,'  drawing  one  from  his  own 
(which  bad  been  presented  him  by  Mrs.  Delmer) 
and  putting  it  on  hers,  'and  swear,  Agnes,  you 
wH  never  give  yourself  to  another.'  . 

*  Alas !'  said  Agnes,  *  I  know  not  what  strange 

idea  ha»  possessed  you  !     Have  I  not  frequently 

iven  you  that  assurance?  and  can  an  oath  be 

lore^bindihg  ?    Surely  not:  I  never  repeated  one 

'.  1  my  life;  Itnd  have  frequently  vrish^d  you  would 

•  tot,  for  they  ever  leave  an*  uneasy  seAsation  on 

ay  hfeart.' 
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*You  refuse  me,  then,  Agnes?'  replied  he, 
striking  his  forehead  i¥ith  his  h^nd,  'and  I  shall, 
accursed  thought,  lose  you  for  ever/        . 

VGood  Heaven!  how  you  terrify  nde^'^  said 
Agnes,  trembling  at  his  agitaiidn.  ',  Hpw  can  you 
doubt  me?  But  dictate  what  I  am  to  say,  and  I 
will  repeat  it,  if  that  will  restore  yofi^  to  calmness.' 
;  Edwin  now  proposed  the  path ;  and  the  gentle 
Agnes  sinking  on  her  knees^  exclaimed^  'Hesiyeii- 
forgive  me  for  an  act  against  which  my  heart  re- 
coils f  but  here  I  call  God  to  witness  n^ver  to  Wye 
another  love ;  and  if  you  are  not  my  hi^^band^  to 
die  unmarried.' 

*  Enough, — enough,'  cried  Edwin,  exultingly ; 
*  'my  heart  is  now  satisfied ;  you  are  my  wife ;  and 
from  this  hour  I  claim  you  as  my  own/  . , 

Her  gentle  spirits  were  overpowered  with  thcj 
scene  that  had  taken  place ;  her  head  sunk  on 
Edwin's  bosom,  and  she  could  scarcely  preserve 
herself  from  fainting.  In  that  fatal  moment  the 
guardiari  angel  of  virtue  and  innoceiice,  for  a  short 
time,  left  the  unhappy  and  top  susceptible  Agnps, 
*^and  the  villain  Edwin  succeeded  in  his  infernal 
purpose. 

Daughters  of  chastity,  condemn  not,  but  pity ! 
May  example  warn  you  that  Secrecy  and  Tempta: 
tion  aire  ever  to  be  avoided.  . 

.  The  tnuinpl\ant  miscreant  had  now  no j^onbjt 
but  that  all  his  desires  would  be  complied  l^ith^ 
he  therefore  again  pressed  her  to  accompany  Jtujn,' 
unknown  to  their  parents ;  but  iii  vain.  .  ^    ^ 

•No,'  cried  she,  weeping  bitterly :  *  It  ^i^  toe 
you  have  rendered  me  unworthy  of  opr  i^ndjs 
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aod  y6i|fself,  yet  wiU  J  not  add  ii^gratitud^  to 
vice.—Begoue,  Edwin,  nor  jkempt  me  fuyth^r: 
am  I  not  already  sunk  enough  in  your  opinion? 
Mteful  folly,!  despicable  weakness  I  Would  to 
lieaven '  i  iiad  died  yesterday,  innocent,  and 
happy  r/   '  '      * 

£<iwin  exerted  all  hisi  art  and  influence  tp  calm 
fier  spirits ;  and  disappointed  in  his  view§i  b( 
persuading:  her  to  accorapauy  him  clandestinely, 
change  A  bis  plan,  sparing  no  vows  to  convince 
Bei^pMi]s  ilxed  iniention  to  return  in  the  course 
01  a  month  add  espouse  her,  being  determined,^  if 
possibly,  to  keep  his  marriage  for  tbg-t  tim^fpri- 
yate,  and  in' the  interim  fix  on  soin^  scheme  to 
get  her  iiito  his  power.  ,    , 

Hii^  repeated  promises  in  some  measure  Qjilpied 
lier  agitation  ^  but  she  still  pressed  his  ^bs^nce 
with  an^  earnestness  that  all  his  arts  could  not 
overcoiile :  and  he  was  ,at  length  necei^sitat^d^ 
though  sorely  against  J  his  will,  |to  return^ jtfO.jijs 
chaml^er,  as  the  only  pieans  to  keep  herj  sorrow 
witliin  bounds  J  ior  he  dreaded;  le^jit^]^ou]l^  be 
heard  by  the  family. 

The  remainder  of  the  nigjit  was  p^sse^  Jjylthe 
UBhappy  Agnes  in  sdf-reproaches  and  tears^,$e^ 
heart  weakly  endeavouring  to  exculpate  Jh^r  J^e-v 
tr^iyer ;  for  the  jfirs^  time  the  d2t\yp}ngQf  jpiorj^pig 
wsis  displeasing  tocher ;  she  sW^der^djt^ 

fore  her  ftieiids^  an4  dreaded  ^  eyery ^ejy^i  Jest 
1  it^cdhscious  fac^  shouljJdisClMe^thawefdm 
I  le  had  been  guHty^of.  .  ^  ,^  t.^irV 

fn  Ihe  morning  her  disbrd^^^^  ancl  cp^ifusipn 
^  SfBie'to  tW  whole  family  V  outran ^'a^^  it 

1 )  the  same  motive,  the  approaching  departure  of 
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Edwin,  and  endeavoured  to  console  ahd  cheer 
her;  but  in  vain:  she  felt  herself  unworthy  of 
their  caresses,  and  shrunk  from  them ;  norwaS 
Edwin  more  calm,  though  actuated  hy  very  dif- 
ferent motives.  Triumphant  villany,  it  is  true,  sat 
enthroned  within  his  heart ;  but  yet  he  was. un- 
certain wliether  he  might  not  for  ever  lose  Agties, 
of  whom  he  was  now  more  passipjaately  ena- 
moured than  ever-  ■   '   '^ \ 

Edwin,  though  he  ardently  wished  to  assume 
his  new  honours,  could  hardly  de£ermine  to  teat 
himself  away,  and  therefore  thought  of  protract- 
ing .  his  stay  until  the  following  morning,  i| 
order  to  exert  his  utmost  endeavours  in  reassuring 
Agnes,  whom,  as  he  found  he  could  by  no  meafiS 
persuade  to  leave  the  Forest  clandestinely,  deter- 
mined to  return  himself  as  speedily  as  possible, 
seduce  her  to  some  distance,  then  carry  her  off  ii 
spite  of  opposition,  trusting  to  her  affection  to 
plead  his  excuse.  ,   .  * 

In  the  evening  arrived  Mrs.  Delmer*s  second 
letter,  containing  the  intellig;ence  of  Kmma*^ 
elopement  with  Whitmore.  This  was  delivered 
to  Edwin  when  he  chanced  to  be  alone  with  Wil- 
liarn^  Astonished  at  receiving  another  so  speedily, 
he  hastily  broke  it  open ;  but  had  no  sooner  glanced 
over  the  contents,  than  art,  and^  its  attendant 
^dissimulation,  for  a  moment  forsook  him. — *  Dam- 
nation seize  the  villain !'  exclaimed  he  aloud,  re- 
gardless of  William,  and  almost  insensible  he  was 
present :  *  I  will  pursue  him  to  the  verge  of  helf; 
am  I  to  be  thus  immediately  punished?' 

'Good  Heaven!  Edwin,' replied  William,  start- 
ing, *  what  do  you  mean?  What  has  happened ? 
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BpeA,  broths ;  why  are  your  featiirei^  thus  dich 
tlMbed  trith  mingled  rage  and  'ai^guisfa  ?  Are  W6 
Q0(;  both  the  fruit  of  one  kindly  shrub  ?  Why  will 
yon  jthen  unkindly  have  a  separate  interest? 
for  surely  withholding  your  thoughts  must  ht 
thus  interpreted.  My  whole  heart  is  yours; 
read  it,  it  is  open  as  my  speech  to  a  belovi^d 
Wthef .' 

^  Aks !  William,'  replied  Edwin,  shrinking 
mi^in  bifn^elf,  /what  do  you  ask? — I, — I,— -•t 
have  no  secre^ts ;  or,  if  I  had,  what  could  it  answer 
to  rmk  your  bosom  ?' 

'Jf  you  are  so  insensible  to  the  consolati(Mis  oi 
friendship,'  Returned  William,  *  to  prize  them  so 
%htly,  I  will  endeav^Kur,  though  reluctantly,  to 
withdraw  my  claim ;  my  lieart  has  hitherto  forced 
ffiB^  ^  be  an  intruder  in  your  interest :  I  will,  how- 
fffr,  h^re$fter  strive  not  to  hold  it  so  inseparably 
lidtb  Hiy  own^  until,  at  least,  you  at^  cured  df  this 
4diiium  of  folly  and  grandeur ;  then,  tny  brothei^^ 
wiH  I  ibtget  yourunkindness,  and  again  open  my 
IMqs  and  heart  to  receive  you.  One  only  thitig, 
Edwin,  would  I  wish  to  ask :  If  you  have  a  sub- 
ject for  unhappiness,  is  Londonaplacefor£mina1 
Can  she  be  prudently  left  there  alone?' 

*D— n  her!'  involuntarily  teplied  Edwin.— 
"William  made  no  answer ;  he  was  unequal  to  any ; 
Ke  c»st  an  eye  of  anguish  on  his  brother,  and 
dfom>ed  on  a  chair  in  silence. 

A?  that  instant  entered  Godwin,  with  his  wife 
•«id  Fanny,  when  both  brothers  endeavoured  to 
tionceal  their  uneasiness,  though  from  difierettt 
motives:  Edwin,  to  hide  his  own  villany;  ata^ 

7  T 
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niiith  b^  knew  not  wba^k,  and.wMt  Jbe  ibiibei^i^biit^ 
df^a4^d  to  J^^as*      .'  .,.   ^  ^  •■  »( I  ^  ..^.'tt»*/hi;  ibil* 

Edwin  was  a  &r  bett^.4i$senijbk4^«rf^bitlii]ifo 
brother,  and  first  overcame  his  confusion ;  simply 
informing  his  friends  that  he  had  received  another 
letter,  pressing  his  immediate  return ;  but  that  he 
hoped  to  see  them  again  in  thie  space  oFa  month 
at  farthest ;  that  he  would  now  take  one  of  their 
horses  to  the  next  mark/st-town^  from  whence  be 
could  immediately  procure  a  conveyance. 

His  venerable  parents  would  have  questioned 
himimfiptecting  thferepqarfiediind  pertimfjpliftry  ^tt^ 
bl»4  Edwin  >  appeared  so  enclosed  *ni  t^pm  WSlt 
caittiof^  thcut'lhe  good  m$i&^  ^mih  a  i$igb|  itilritMflRi^ 
his  sihI  ;  vand  observing  his^saa'fi  itnpaltidti:cetD^l|§] 
gfxb^  iiAdi  him  to  takemy  ofvthe^^^MeitM^ 
footed ;  «nd{feanng.hisnneaibine8S«ii%iiC^^p3i^^ 
frpmrivicaBt  of  money,  pressiNi  him  with^diiMp)^;^ 
whi€Jft^ibe^«»rer$  fidwinrdedkiedb^  ev^  td^bbilki-l 
nnfi^h  Me  then  left  the  ^party v  'Baid> ibdtftckfei^fl]^ 
tak^Jaav^e  of  Ag&es,  who wasf  iookecl'^ift^hil^^ 
chaiosber  for^the  first  time,  perhapsyv  in^vKer  lifil^^ 
butahe  wished  now  to.  cfaaccal'h6m«df)(frow> 
hersdf;-^biit  conscience,  doubly  poignant  Itom^ 
scmibility  ami  wounded  virtu«^  bad  fistridt^^ 
barbod:  arrow  in  Jbier  bp«om^  whibhi  shev^tcttli^ 
.n^fir; r^itb4r<aw^  )iiior  whoae  atagui^ktstte  namMi 
palliate.  ....  ,/   .  ^:  u-t/  \  ujoriv^ 

! JBdiwniiCftUiiigv.  4lie  kowev^  oepUeidMi  ^^Ldfrill 
atft^dt^iMi  difilQtl^  fa^aloFi' ;'  aiid  c^^eiHQ^th^idlMiQJ 
wiftbiiraigibi^pfi^Qdi^mand  dj^a<;ettlQ(d>lh<^fliliMfW«»'3 
h^^  MMi  n^kUanpiijAg  to  dftajii.Jier.jbi  ujj  uu  ij(»H> 

uHijij  1(1,1  iUh  i      ";.    .•^'    ';  •  '  '       hv>//  ,  rt  r>'>' 
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tbeir  affectionate  farewell,  departing  ii  two  brnlw 
aWriflidJr^idii^  <rf«8  tastletter.     -   '.  '^       * 

a^riJonii  b^Mi'O'ii     -.i     .  '■»'.      !•  .  »:         ^     ••    -**.:.» 

Hm»i\iU^^jai?9i diwqnposiioe .^t  i&Mivi^thB' 
hiiim^[iidiW(^.  Bm^rmy  4ee^«  sir^'  isaid:liiei  '1/ 
9^[HibftMl'Jbkraimantiai^         badlAolbitbougfat. 
i4l(9di|^fiL^i)^^^         £4iiw»'s  gpod.Batiiw».diid^)tf I 
1;  fl^fi%lk  lA  »a*  HQilstitokicinal  <:heerfiilii688;/«aay ^  t 
I'jA(rtdi>ttf  heTS  ^rawtci 'bim  Hi^  ^oxBe^  eliffioidty/^ 
fin«  Jiibkdiihcrira&o^tjeiq^rieate  hli^       ^  falmpi^' 
k9A^i^pBA<tiky>jmBbB»i'yet  ndiy  should 1 1  tie^<w 
t»ttil  i^oiiiIi^K«!B.fi«qne&tAy  hoafliifedme^ 
iigyitid^eiHii  rdproMptati ve ;'  would  yon  cixiida^ 
saeBdrtOitmak^  aiii&  mch  no«r^  I  \r^ld  gk>  to 
liomkoii  eacamioe  iiito  tke  immeAate  $ituattido 
€ViiBd»¥ia'}  if  fae  has  any  pecaniary  diffit«itie»v 
rfaiMoe  ^lleiai;:.ajadv  finally,  being' <ito<vn'  £mma; ' 
whom  I  well  know  you  wish  returned/       »    i^.i 
yiifiodwiotfirt^itmoniailf  regaHrdedi<lm«9n/'imitU 
taifiqUyilt^pBifisdliitgdowift  bis^  i4t4^ttgA 

thou  art  the  farcnired^^ft  of  (plod^itkOtt  aMicipa^  ^ 
test  my  words,  but  not  my  wishes.  I  am  not  blind 


metope  i(^)  ie(x  uir  tbeDfoitiiF^MweTCpsciin^ i0i^ 
absei^e  to  thy  nftothei,  <i^hDfyvi  and  liei^jgaiitte 
iist^ :  ss  for  Ben^urd,  I  wiH  tell 4iimidur  intai^ 
tion ;  and,  I  doubt  not,  ke  wiH  tqprplinidiiQttP 
bonest  deceit.'  i  / ' 

Bernard  entering  in  Ihebeiglit  of  the  conxn^ 
tion,  was  informed  of  the  whole,  under  portHiaisei 
howei^r,  of  noit  revealing  it  to  foither  of  M&  dat^h- 
ters,  which  he  firmly  promised;  in  Idi^  lieaoitiiiB 
good-^natnredly  endeavouring: to  laitgh^lifarout 
df  ftkeiv  ieBkt^  obseiril^^  <he  mtu  <aiufe)£idiifatt)«ai 
lA4ith a  goodaad  pr^dentlad;  alid  fwraky^^iliAi^ 
^is^ejn  his  behavidur,  they  shonU:  e6asid»m 
ehaMge  olsitnatio))^  smdtha&i^iitlenien  had!  §p^ 
qiientlyrmof  o  to  rtiffie  their  thoaghts^iiian  ferateii^ 
thmi^  they  miglit  <!;boose  to-  jkedp.^tt  to^tthanH 

Mlve8\.*-  -•    -    -     •  .    '    ,1  :-y  i\i:   s^m\U,1 

.WiUiani,  with  4»s  father's  approfaaimii^  jdela^ 
mm^  to;  depart  oai  tho  fottofwiiig  iMMmmgi^r/iiLd 
jQiH  his  brotbei:  in  London;  and  ilottordii^idl 
9!ippei\  Bemai'd^  by  agrenem^ert^^aosk^diU^ 
cpbld  cclntri^e  to  setroff  on*<^e  MXt  da^to>t1kf^ 
110  h^  fabdr ^a«  relation'^  th^i«;  who^  •  ^i^  rabk^dimd 
tli|t«khe)was  nuable  to  ride  »<^  ldar-^<«ua^li9imUMk 

< '  t  ]\¥iltiam4mfnediatel^  eir^resaeift  Usuw^ifigaefliail 
a^t  tine  affair  wai$  soon  concluded^  ^HasuspBiiBd 
by  either  Mrs.  Godmn  or  Agnes ;  ^bat  ^  iaartl 
^ye  and^attmti^  esir-  ^of 'teddemass>  vsa^biii^itti 
eaaly  dm^ii^ed:  ¥mnyvG^^1te.wmmsimkk^qem 
i«it  Jiet  Wi&iam's^^SfKaluro  tbmi^  d^niinoikf Iti 
^onoeai  her  isiispiokins.  *        r-    .4  t.v -irt^ii? 
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7ftOK)%lieir  Mmug  ta  r«it^  WiiyattteOoM  nek 

Siifeat^i  wd  spewed  ito.pfeiwi  tlie  jM^mgVii^ldmi 

teuifWOiildittQlnbiidl  theii  edrafnebfriey^  a&d^&Ji 
wjiiafdiiiifieiiioliaak.  .  /  ;  i.  n  ^  :  .  :  ^^.it 
^  What  is  the  matter^  my  love,  loijr^Tf^ife  ?'  ^akl 
ViUbun>;>  f^groiftjaiiXD.iMhafip}';^  .wct:tl  haTOieiiJ^ht 
teidbuiii  a  idiare^'i- .  z^'^'.  f  j-  •./;  ./  />  .riOii 

H^  ^rgi]ieaaie^l^re|]Med  dke^^yeeping  i^^-^lmt^oii 

i<'(^Shqipo0e  lam  not,  where  can  I  go  diat  tiid 
iSKcnbmmca  of  7om;tendiQi3r«»andi:vktiieit¥iU 
9Biidiees]n0>1  Ihryyoalnteiiia»iibinevatidyj[>Qrilat) 
ktinati^  lAestiilation;  for  ]i:kno«ir  ^oa  mll'»Mirf 
dnbUs^  it;to  my  mother  or  Agnesy  wboml^lbdf 
toittesl/i .  He  theDtrinfomned  het^  of  ^fais/ddterr^ 
ajfafttiool  oCiJbastettkig  to^  Lcmnkm,  ^ad^  h^  iv^ai 
rather  aiiea^y  at  the  heha^iom-  of  Edwin,  aad^rj^ 
BskEbcoaMiABBEed^^i^e  protracfediitay  a£  BnAba. 
baFaia^!»eii*ire]3r%«riiiei^^ 
jeaifcwafp'tfirh^  ishe  griived'afc  ite  Aeceedty,  -y^ 
luifiedwll  hialearg'weregroiindless ;  ^enpromjiNltl 
bliodbeea^her  Diira  tooeasinessf^^  the  gake  C^fhi^ 
inctheilf  widil^iies ;  and  finally ,« cailreatod  bim^  kk 
flb^  st^gveatiand  hateful  city,  (as  tsh/e  had  haaitd'li 
represented)  to  be  careful  of  his  own  safetyi ;  mk4 
bjriiQ^ititiams  toiuiiTy  baekiQn:heiTaiio0aii«;  ti^til 
bbfaefrfc  Mas  ftdfy^satisfied  ra  mpart  tOr  im  Jiim 
IlKd;  ^ite/iccintimuQd^she,  haaineojdai^rot^iklu^ 
mi^bkdaam  yatimtflliUtihapiiQriatidilmiULfolsnadKtfi 
mpi^l  jof  f Uk.  ; )  ftn  the  mewK 
QtateaiBraJMi*-*<^ita^  yBwrfntiB^esjiiiitM^  ijukm 
ments  of  his  little  visage»-^fdttu(|iiiiiirai  MofOQf 


ab3enc^»-T-ro£  grour  retom^  ^lehilastbfriMfiiMing^ 
little  y^rlet,'  cowliaded.  d»9v -^  f<d«d^^ 

William. caught  hw.  ia  hia anottr  (nitm^Ble^l 
emJiuraciog  her  and  tlie  iiajEwt^  diMiti^dfh.witfcff 
hor  to  10^  happy  as  tbeJr^t;  cimteidtpwv  befonr) 
guilt  had.baaish^  peace  from  thev  bo&oQMeu « . Ml 

^William  aro»e  at  the  dawii<  of^ydi^i.aiidtlWfMigi! 
tak;en  ^  early  breakfast  witJi.hi6;£iip«ly«  id€|M«^  t 
tn  hQr»ebapk  for  the  metropolian whifh^ifidmififa^ 
five  days  after  his  broth€»r,  wkOnm4^fifa0ktiA»i 
whole  journey.  r     « .^  *>  uh\  ;  cnoiai  I 

Edwin,  on  his  anival  intawn^^bttdriwlaijdibtdf  / 
gone  to  Mrs,  Delmer's,  who  confirmed  thai^Mddi^- 
tious  tidings  she  had  before  sent  him.     At  first 
hi^ir^^  kww  no  baunds;  h^.  e3^e4wi^r.^li¥i^ 
morpi  Bfnma>  and  bimi3^E;.&air  di4c^  s^NMb^t^IM^ 
I>eli;Q,^rr  in  bis  passion;  theiL  mp^Ag.#IWPkt^^ 
hflu$.e>  hastened  to  Whitmow's,.  >«fh4r^H'J^<Vi|^t^i 
het  couldl^am  n^tbis^  i^we  thascb^tali^ei^ijioM^ 
r^l^qtUig  their  d^iartur^  ;.bftt  w|^,pa*(W^^4¥iib|f^ 
one  pf  the  doiuastics  with  s^\e^tJ^t^^kkh^^dibM^\ 
riye<^tlu-fedaysbe£i;»]:e».a^  which botfCMUl^jp^Sai 
p<^t-*mKki  .  Qaopei;ungit,be6]im»d^<}aia^tf^l 
Wl^tmorie,  my^  f^ntainedtbos^  wordst)^       m^^^ 

^  ..'  /D-f^c  Edi^ini  .  .;  ,  •  i  *.  ^^ '  ?  •,  '<•,•< i  un>j  no 
,.^ '.  If^pv  have  ^tclen^  my.  mteg; ;.  lanfi  an  I  fhalo^tf  b07 
ou|4qiie^  I  <ha¥6  jstol^i  yottrs\:)*it  ia^but  armoie)! 
ej;f;bapg^;;^qt,  a^X»vvish.tO;ftctgemfoi«6l{r,^aifdjf; 
flpu^t  .cp^ss  jthatl  ba^^  the rbeat:^; tile  WgaiiM> 
you  are  welcome  to  my  wife,  to  make  up  tbeiflfHif' 
&ciwi^y<l>  In  tbe^mean  time  i<wisbf you^siifBbe 
happiness  attendant  on Jdie marriage steta.  \^^a^ 
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pinitoil9i»ctt««lf]^L^o  lie>^ei ;  'and  Ilr^^tyou  have 
todifadtfcib^iiti^Mid  kM^led^  of  ^e  world  to  be 
angry  at  the  step  I  have  tak«n,  parti6u!aHy  whfeni' 
I^MQW^^Mi,  4h&t  your  steter  i^  dtorer  to  me  th^n 
lifei'^mM^tligrt  b€fr>bappindgis  sKaH'be  my  partibtibt ' 
exmmlpimvimeyovL  haTeh^rd  of  my  affair  with 
Darlesiiie/'O  I  wa^  1Mo  mnch  of  a  ph^osopher  to 
qMW6li&  MQOCir  wt%bmy  wife ;  but  to  speak  dis- 
rifl^ie^&ffly^o^*^^  sister  aiid  my  beloved  Emma. 
1^ Jtoi(^«meh  f€^  evisn  phOosdphy  to^  bear.  Adieui*^ 
I«ball^m{tk^'1&e  tour  of  France  and  Italy  before 
I  return ;  but  if  settled  in  any  place  for  a  time, 
yobMi«ai|»tti<#Ai4rtie.      -  -* 

-ifiWfe»ia«   •    -  '  '  Whitmore.'  ' 

Jefii]  t/    •  Um'i     .  -  .        :       >         :,  .-  ..        » 

^MMk^  fage  WW  redoubled  by  this  e)p8stlfei 
witi^v^lfiielr,  idp^h  in  his  hand,  he  flew  to  Mrs:' 
Yftitimffi^'s^Apmtiaekt,  'expectmg  that,  althon^^ 
ttelddy'^adifetilty,  she  would  in  this  cas^  hesM' 
olirfra/i^OMrtt^tbself ;  but  he  was  tHsappoititJed  t 
sM  ^ii^iati^ed'at  his  emotioh;'ridiculing  UU 
fdi4)i^^4di¥diefti€intly 'exasperated  at  an  oc*cur- 
rq|i^%tei«l^i4r^'b6' common  in  life ;  and  (hat,  if 
h«<h«ld'httd^  the  kA«t  penetration,  must  hare  fore-- 
seen.  *  Bdt  irbat,  in  the  name  of  wonder,  dtoes 
he  say?'  added  she:  *  Does  he  congratulate  you 
on  your  marriage  ?  For  my  part,  1  kne^  of  it  a 
^kiaHerHl  took  place,  -though  I '^id  ^idt'hibniion 
it>t5/ftimV'abd  gaveyou  credit  for  an^pt  siJhofei', 
abpipill^orthy'^yo^r  prweptor;  But  tSli  m^, 
diw^jitto*  *kbtter  ieotitain  aeny  ssecrrW?^  drf^may  I' 
seriitftiJ  q-)"/-^^  :i  =  •;    ^'      ."'   "■ -*'      .iv-^v  -  ..iL  ^  "T 

^riJTOl&eiitiVM^liied  Bdwin,  sullettly  ;i  **  thA  letter 
attjteiwiit^ijiierthy  the  writer,'      ^  -:  5H>       iK«  ^t 
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.  Mrs.  Whitnuore.  reoetvod  it»  ^nt.lind.no^jnte 
ceedcdj&rwfaen  fihefeegaai«ighingiinffyf)4wf^ 

IbIIomt,  notwithsiaiidkig  he  tre^td  10^89^^^^ 
if^aB  he.npt  my  biidband  I  fi|hpuJld  cert9^nl|f  l^f;  ifi 
laye  with  faina. .  Tate  my  ad^iy^^^  ,J^d|pii|,;;(i,£^;4o 
not»  whea  you  meat.i  quarrel  j^l^iiul  tri#ef  ^  uJ^^ 
lieireme^  you  ha^e^  whf^tever  hi^i^a^y  ai|;  (|f  % 
coutearyvthe  best  of  the  hMg».int  hariog  ^  Q|4]r 
thei  woman  but  the  fortiiili^ ; :  j^  the  (Woqu$^,pfily. 
Which,.!  pray  ttien,  in  the eyto£cov^^if.^^fi, 
has  the  advantagi^.?  eveu  though  /  should  J^Pt,|ie  / 
thrown  in  to  make  up  the  deicianpy^'   r .  ,.t  «!>« V 

'  But  suppose,'  replied  Edwin,  l^alfra||i^j£j^ai 
bis  vexation,  *  I  should  refuse  ^^Y^t^g^^)^^|^ 
A^ fuU  compensation ?":        ^  <^       ,*.  .,  v.,r  .rl*  h: 

*  Why,  in  that  case/  returned  8]|;ie,.^i];^|J4^ 
aJfLOuld  sa^you  wias.op.  av^dou$i,i(fr|9|:ch,./^ 
had  a«  your  patron-'  -  .,   »     , ,,    n  .;hm^ 

,  This  dispouFse  was  for  soma  tim?  pf^i^^uc^  (^^ 
the  9aiDe  degree  of  spirit,  until^  the.Bjidjjf^^lff- 
C^m^i  so.  tar.  realized,.  (»h^t  Edwin  at  l^g^li^de- 
parted,  iu^pressed  with  the  id^a.  tji^at,  m  ^^ 
complet^y  revenged  on  Wliitaiarei,^      .  ,.  ,j,j^». 

On  Edwin's  return  he  fo«nd  the  .fk)njLesti^8.j^ 
.Mrs.DelaK^'s  (who  hereafter  must  l^e  <c^i^^od- 
.  win)  prepared  to  receive  him  as  thj^r^nqf^^^j^l^ 
lady  having  declared  her  marriage.  Tho.^H  1^ 
,promotiQii  and  this  distinction  wpuld  ^tf^vxf^BT 
;time  hav^  gi^ified  his  pride,  aij4  PY|f''^^SK}?^ 
^vpuy  Qthpr^df^,,  yet  now  he  i^qcegte^  tfcsk^P" 
tions  witlj .  cp^nessK  iSis  h^art  w|ap^^  jtyjcji  j»h 
.ap^telwii»&.JP?«sio^s,  which  ^«iwifbif^|^l|||jfjpr 
wealth,  fWld  npt  aUeYiate,r-4be  4^4^^^;^^ 
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jBftiina/'Wlii^h'alfn?ogtdi-ove  him  id  despair;  and 
tK^  '(Rlt)^p^red'  ffckity  of  deme  (which  Ih  called 
IbWj^t^'Agtiei.'  T6  pursue  Emma  without  aiy 
cfeirtiiftirtHite  he  knew  would  be  rain  besides,  his 
iiaWiat^^  in  the  ni6an  time  might  reach  Inglewood, 
ina  Agn^  he  lost  for  ever.  This  idea  feooh  banifeh- 
mkll  thbh^tl^  of  following  Emma,  whose  d,bgelkt« 
Wy  Hbwte^^, 'determined  t<jkeep  secfet  ai>lo!ig^ 
ijb&ifcfej-titl^t'^tttil  he  got  AgBes  in  hk  power* 
/'1?htf# Solved,  he  endeA^oured  to  conceal  his 
tlSSbfftrffefrt  under  the  specious  guise  of  uneasiness 
ror^ftfe  fitter;'  his  unsuspecting  wife  yiewing  him 
with  too  pardai  an  ^ye  to  suspect  hi^  dissimulation. 
'^*^PiV(i^likfs  after,  as  before  mentioned,  aririved 
'WlBfiiSn,  *irho  repaired  imknediatdy  to  thfe  holiife 
he  thought  Mrs.  Delmer's,'  intending  fifstto  vfeit 
tarSyi^f I' supposing  Edwin  stiJl  resided  nt  Whit- 
''AotWs.^^  lliou^h  a  stranger  in  London,  a^  his 
jiirectioa  was  clear,  he  had  not  fnuch  difficulty  <b 
^lifiSSi  Tt*i  aiid-  tj^ihg  Wis  horse  to  the  rails,  knocked 
iff  tiife  doOT,  and  inquired  for  the  lady.  Williato^ 
gpoa  pei^s6h  and  natural  affability  w?as  with  Hetj 
'fiifea'po^ifel  lettei'of  reciommi^ndaHon  j  an^tHe 
dooMstics  imtnediately  showed  him  intd  bu  apart- 
fo^ii^  a^d  rc(^nested  his  nmne.  *  '  'V 
•N^^rtitainGp^  replied  he;  ^ tell  her  frott 

"i^&ir6<iH,''  and  that  I  r6qtt€St  td  pay  het  my 

!  WJieh  the  servants  announced  thi^  «me^pected 
^'ifi^irof,  Mrs.  Godwin  was  alone ;  ^ewM  ^mnH^d^ 

fi^^'^wkfe  <*ertaid  Edwin  knew  not  6f  hifi  jourttey. 

iSel^  Wld  her  that  he  had  disclosed  l^ii^  6iari-ia^ 
%HmMli^r  and  Wiiliam  only,  ^ho-were  to  de- 

t^'^Wathh  departure;  as  hfe  had  no  wish  ta 
r  V 


154  THE  FARMER  OF 


.".H 


d  w 


di^tr^ss  Agnes,  who,  he  said,  he  Reared  was  yet 
rathpr  attached  to  him.  As  for  the  elopemeni  of 
EliXOia,*  that  he  informed  her  he  coiuld  not  resolve 
to,me^tio^,  until  at  least  he.liearrf raoreor  ine 

<  The  parties  were  thus  in  mutual  ignorance 
whpn  they  met,  Mrs.  Godwin  sliuddering  'that  ^t 
fell  to  her  lot  to  disclose  the  jflight  pf  'h^s  sister, 
particularly  as  it  was  with  \Yhitmor^.  |  ,  T     .i; 

;,Mrs.  Godwin  met  him  at  the  door,  anrf  lioiding 
out  her  hand^  b^df  him  wejcome,  exnres^ng  her 
$Ofi:row  th^t  Edwin  wa^  gone  out.     Tnis  declara- 

tion  struck  William  as  nothing  uncomnaon,^  as 

'       ■       •      'iM.!)  v.>i'jiJ 
3aia  Tier 


Edwin  he  surmised  might  just  have  paid  ner  a 

yif it. .  ^  tlavnig  returjaed  his  compliraei^ts^  ni$f ^eyes 

.Vflindi^^ed  round  the  room  in  searpK  6f  jEmm^^ 

— ^  and  niy  sister,  nxadaip,'  sai<l  he^^  ^  has  long  in- 

,  jl^uded  on  ypur..kindiiess.    1  am  charged  jWM  me 

thanks  of  my  parents^  and  mean  to  take  ker  home 

.^Ytthjne;     At  some  future  peiripd,  perhaps,  vou 

jwilj  condescend  to  honpur  us  at  Ingtewood  wil&i 

a  visit  as  you  pass  to  your  seat.  ' 

.,Mri^.'^odwin  bowed;  she  felt  awkward'  ffiat 

..^iljj^^aidid  not  congratulate  her  on  her  marriage, 

jea:i4  j^i^^^  »9t^  how  to  reply  to  him  riespecfan^ 

.^nip.-. ,    .  '."  ' .  .  '■"'.  '';  ' 

,..  .*Xpvi  ^re silent,  madam,'  said  \Viiiiam,  with  a^ 

f^tign  he  ,could  not  entirely  suppress,  observing 

ghpi^adp  no.  answer:  ^May  I  not  see  my  si&terV 

Thvta  vrged,  she  could  not  avoid  a  i^eplv,    |  *%r 

jpity'^  p^ke^,  B/IJr..God^       said  she,  ;  (io  n^ot' press 

the  snWeqt  ^ntil  Edwin's  return;  lexiplectliim 

momei?,tanly.     Yqu  may  believe  me,   whatever 
-'"  '■•        I)  fff-^'iifti 

happens  to  disturb  your  family  is  distressing  to  me.' 
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*If  any  thing  has  happened  to  my  sister,  for 
i'eaveia[  s  saie  disclose  it  instantly ;  my  sou!  caft- 
not  bear  suspense  op  a  ^qbjecl  so  near  to  us  kll.  1 
kulv  confess  I  sijsp^ctei  something  on  Edwin's 
receiving  tlie  last  letter,  and  could  not  rest  satis-- 
fied  until  J  hastened  to  town.  Speak,  madam, 
my  distress,  ;s  not  inimaterial, — ^is  Emmd  rfck, 
deali  ?-^I  can  he^r  of  either  as  becomes  a  man — 
wliat  I  dread  far  m'ore^' (disgraced  herself  and  family!' 
JM[rs,.  Godwin  still  hesitated,  until  again  pressed 
V^h  an  earnestness  that  almost  shocked  her,  she 
replied,  *  Indeed,  my  dear  Mr.  Godwin,  this  un- 
happy business  you  may  believe  has  gi'eatly  dis- 
tressed, me,  partis  the  aggressor  is  my 
yomer.^*-  ""  ,  '■•.'*' 
/^^ft^ijffti^  madam,'  interrupted  William,  tta- 
pauehtly  : '*r  have  beard  enough  to  pliliige  niy 
imrmppy  parei^ts  mt^  an  untimely  grate. 

*Mv  husband,*  resumed  Mrs.  Godwiti^  *  would 
ms'i^nuy.fiiave  pursued  them;  btiit  his  abs^n(ie, 
jmd 'the' uncertainty  of  their  route,  mad^f  str6h'a 
step  fruiliess ;  they  can  be  traced  no  fdMhei*  riiin 
^Abbeyille^'        ,   '  *''''/."' 

;'*  *  Aiiand^  exclaimed  WlRiam, 

te^^ voice  choked  with  contending  passions,  *  is 
Tthis  {he  return  you  make  your  parents  for  eighteen 
yearg'  watchful,  tenderness  ? — parents  who  never 
'xeffar(d(?cl  you  but  with  a'  smile.  XJrigi^teful 
"wreltcli  (  I  will,  however,  if  possible,  find'  you ; 
(vaq,*  if  Ja  spark  of  virtue  remains  inyout  bosbm, 
endeavoiir  to  revive  it.  Pardon  hie;  madam,  I 
^sca^celfy  Know  what  I  sa^ : "  1  think  that '  j^ou 
KmBYmennoried  ih^i  t/our  \iu^h^iid%oAVi  have 
'lursue^  tWm;'ex(;hse.  me,' I  did  riot  kndw  you 
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meise^  nkanied :  but  i»hy *  ds  ^iEdwinuiiipistcbia  ihs> 

frii^titj^  he  e8flrfe»»d  hi9  aglnyraa(»4:e>oft3hto«6P^ 
jrjag^y  aiXHl  jpoke  i^f  ^itt*  kusfoaiidiiittd'Bftwittiss 

separate  persoas.  >fv^ida: 

skts^-'uiiier  Bomejoidtakei-  -  •  '»  ''.^  - ';;r,  )n?'^-j 
^  JRor,  beaMB^s  sake,  thea^ ^msdbm^  le^wdesewi 
to  tet  mei  rigkt  ^  it  ^6a  eidxiesiMKamjc^teiftiifidif^l 
will  Uess^  yoit;  a«  IdasV  CROolteMd  lif,  cftlr«far 
sure  you  cannot  increase  th^t.^/  ?-  *»  s//  ju/rr, 
>  *'I  'w<mld  it  wete  In  my  p^wiir  l[OT^aav^4dti^  T 
ft^plied  fiikes.  '  W  kat  L  haye  to-  say-  ^iriU  toot,  rbo^  - 
ayj^^  augment  th^n.  I  surely MwisfuiijIjirflteQd 
£d^»  "^ben  lie  iufdlmed  me  tbajt  ohq  Jtodi  dif 
yvig^A  l^t  marmge  to  his  fotfaer  and  yotnrlii^iu! 
' '  /  liiig.  maoTiagcs )'  staid  Wiiliiini^-^^il^atsayiiti^ 
repeated  h^again,  ailer  a  ntDiD€lsct!j»pa«i8C(;^^«]w{i6ifii 
ivavraisige,  mat  surely  tny  brothm^  EdtitWa  th  /  ' 
7r^YfSi  sii»,  £idmn  iii^  my  hndbaiidt; /%e[  ham 
jleeHinarxi^  tfi^ste  tlirei@  Bion^hs/n  r  i^^:  ri  ~ 
f  ITie^ar  husband  I  then  yoti  are  fnaniedftavajirU^ 
laii^,'  e»ckii«ied  b^/ throwing  ymse)lfiiBioa<<:hrair 
Ironic  mbeftC0  be  bad  j^i^  men .  ^  Great  God  i  bov 
blojMl  m  m^n  t  I  tM^ugbt  my  mift^rieM  nMDapabki  nfi 
Inciveasey  and  th^yareiiow  JsUlonl^vfold^maBe, 
jPiirents^-^Ag»es,-*^Fanny, — all— i8iU-p^i?idU  mA 
bra^aitb  ihis^  cmet  stroke !'  *  .  ^ ;  u<  t 

/  S»rely>  m,'  interrapt^d  Mrs.  Godwin  faaiigii» 
tily,  '  Edwin'i^  marriage  with  m^  cannoti  bovsiiit^ 
C!#qa^  yoi»f'uiibappmes»?'  .  f    .        i 

f*  ^YiHiy  ^#rft4p«i  .did  not  know  of^his  <eoflfcy> 
m^ts  tc^'A^^eii^  yat  Itk^mgbt  yon  .bad>.    £is^ 
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emit  mejini|ifaiTi^  I\daBiiQti  stay ;  my»  mmd  is  'too 
mach  torn  with  anguish.  Favour  me  irith  ali 
yML^^ww  toeapeetiAgI  m^  unhappy  ^ster  v  i  wbiild , 
ifffOBa&lejfleeklierv  imtfeBT  rayiaboars  would  be» 
itaiiii/'ilHemillj'if  you  pkaae,  bani^  all  other, 
subjects.' 

bbVtfSi  Qadmin  ihesA  briefly  related- all  she  knew 
respecting  the  elopement  of  Emma  with  Wbit- 
iw8fi;f'hBa^iug:^tlLje.  adfsaiitagei  was  taken  uibbus- 
^eirteabiiytherv  and  ih  her  ab^sence ;  tand^  fiaatly^ 
diatitD.|^rsiiie.di«m  would  be  useless^  as  their 
route  was  uoknowB).  '  .     i.. 

i  iWdiea/  dhei^  socmeiudedv  Williaiis'TOse^  wad  ^sus 
abodttoiitake  Im  leaTe,  sayitig  he  shosdd  set  f^ 
agakiniUBediately  for  the  Forest ;  bei^a^macertaitt 
iihaJb.«iep  ta  puf sue  ^  until  he  had  coiBSulted  ^tk 
hik  ftpbhav  .a^>he  dared  not  tni^t  to  writiag,  kudw- 
B^fthtbaianike  would  &dl  do  beary^sto  He^^  all 
UatpvecantMoyaJiMdcaffe  in  divulging^ it.  ^'  >w   <!  t; 

'  Yoti^mll/iuit»  vwe,'  saidMrs. Godrnv^  '^(i&pmi 
moiii  £#wii/8ir.€ikirik ?  : L^  me- entreatyoor^stay 
—he  cannot  b6long^-*-^iid  woutd,  iam^CO^iiceii^ 
VizmmtAe-fof  s&fienng  you  to  leave  nsis  &o  li^tily.' 

'  f  No,  madam)  he  wo^ld  rather  thank  you,  bad 
yoa  even  pressed  my  absence:  b^ut  i  must  be 
jone/  eoBtiim«d*fae,  advamciiig  towards  the  ^k)fw ; 
^d  wi^  you  more  happiness  than  I  have  now 
to  expect.'  With  these  woids,  in  spite  of  he^ 
entreaties,  he  left  her,  and  moimted  hi^  horse, 
icst  rk<|itestiiig'  the  servont  to  direct  him  to  Mr. 
WhitmDiiB'^.  ;       /I 

*  i  will  call  there,'  said  he^  ;m€ffitally,'  as  Wrode 
ftntcffd  ;*  'f^hapfrtke  villaiii  bdied  61®  Vife :  frDm 
fatal  ccKbdaet^   it  is^  w^ire  tlia&  prol^le  he^  did. 
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Edwi«,  tqo,  cpnfirme^  ^^s  a^se^tippf/  ,lj()»t,  w^at 
are  the  words  of  each  mep ! .  I  wiU  gp ;  and  doubt 
dot  to  find  their  chars^qter  <^f  her  false.  ,  Pq^|i^s, 
sjie  was  too  v|rtuoiis  to  couiftenance  their  villagiy ; 
and  possibly  from  theuce  aifo^etb^ir  dislike  o^hQ|E|,* 
.  .^mpress^d  with  this  idea,  he  rode  to  he^t^p^er 
determii^ed  to  procnr^  fropi  the  Ja^iv  mjjre  q^f^^ 
infprajation,  DOt  doubtUigbut  Ijte.shopi^  %|ijtW 
overwhelmed  with  sorrow ;  and  firpt^ly  p^rsp^^ 
t^at.ail  he  had  before  heard  to  her  di^^j^^t^ 
would  prove  false.  On  his  arrival,  .fearfii^^sh^ 
should  refuse  to  see  him,  from  nip  .coi^^nkyimf^ 
to  J^nja,  he  simply  desired  the  sefyant  to  ^jform 
hjer  a  pQT^tt  on  parMcular  bus^e^s.  dpsi^e^^^p 
speak  to  her.  .  i      ,  «    (  i;       r  ^ 

'J^\\f  vn^n  ]^d ,  the  way  into  an  ayartinent,/-afld 
^j^^^ed.him  to  be  seated;  then  prpceed|d[^tp^| 
©pijncje  him  ijp.  the  ac^oining  rpopa ;  and|P^^i^^^j|j 
returning,  informed  liim  his..raistf q?s  wyj^!^  Wf 
opi  hiip,  presently .r-7William,,n<?.w  l^ft  ^Ippe,  ..was 
for  spme.moments  lost  in  thpught.  ,  The  partilion 
Vetwften  the  ^rponas  bem^  however  shffl|t^  his 
n^pdita-tions  were  soon  interrupted  by  two  ypjQes; 
qj^  ^f  whom  was  singing,  ,     /  .       ,      ',   i;,^^, 

'Cope,  come^  bid  adieu  to  fear,  ^ 

*'   -    '        '  '  Love  and  Harmony  live  here !  '       -    i    •      f\ 
!»•>  '  .•:      t  'Kb  ilomestic  jealous  jar$>     .     «        .;         Miff 

Buzzing  slanders,  wordy  wars,  ..i    m:(:)'i 

i  J .  J  1    I  ,Ip  sfiy  pRQs^ce  uritt  Appear  :  .    .  , .      , ../ 

'*U'4»    «V4^'  *'ilv''  ■  '•     ■  ^^       '  '^  ='-^'i  bfi(\  \iuxi 


.  voice.    '  By  his  nameless  modesty,^  it  is*  I  suMosp^ 


orieo^)tfr.\VHiimore^s  ci^e(ii  With  alifll  acting 
Wm  ^'Al  \  '\mt  1  sliali  dispaicK  hirti  iri  dii  instadtl^ 

"^P  "these '  worak '  the  laajr'  bpeiiea  "tHfe  do'or; 
iiTO^^  'liioV^ ii^vlty; klilV  '  If  you'piea^K 
si\^''l* Viff^o^^  your^ business?     '  '  ^    ' 

^l^liVfii/'inBre' oVei^bwere^  than  before  With 

^retdh*^  *yei'  c^etermiried  to  advance  arid  (jiiestioii 
dctI^  IJiit 'hid'rio^sboh^  entei^ed  th^ropm,  thian  he 
'^^e  A'ked,  as  k'sktueyith'fetirpri^eknci  hbrror; 
W  on'd.^sofa'sat  lolling  his  brother  Edwin,  appai 
^ItijPfiiilf^athisease.         .  .    i   .  .« 

'"'mazeltifeiiir  exclaimed  Edwiii,  stkrtiri^r^tti 
His  ke^ir^iardlj/fess  astonished  than  Wniiata:  '^fk 
it  possible?  my  brother!'  V    "  ''''*'' 

'''^'N^;  'yiyii  mistake,"  replied  Williatti,'^piiifing 
I/jfc^ac]fe^;i^ith'hife  'hand,  for  he'  h^d'  ^dVaric^tt 
/iiWS?d^*^hlTtii,  '*y6u  ii^e  hS  brother;-  ybii 'Ibsi 
tiMmy-yoiibecamea  viV^^  '  '  -'  ^  '"''  -' 
'' the^Km  idk'tliat  struck'  Edwikwa^:^  tfidt  M 
M<Mc^'  of  Ag^^^  discovered,  atid  'i^ha^  U 
sHoulcl  ^ose  hqrfor  ever ;  anger  arid  distraictioiiifi 
tMs  Woliglit-hiasierecl  every  other  considieratidiif 
and  humiliated  to  be  thus  treated  BeFote  the 
haughty  Mrs.  Whitmore  by  his  rustic  brother: 
*  A  villain!'  echoed^  hei  seizUijg  William  by  the 
arm :  '  dare  not  repeat  it^  lei&M.  iadeiod  forget  our 
relationship.'  ^>'  ^     :    •   .<-■  •  '-^•'  lk  ^i'  u 

*  Yes,'  replied  W41Hatri,^#^  ^ttkl   heat,   'a 
false  and  most  despicable  villain j^  destitute  of  ho- 

8 our  and  honesty !  Nay,  unhand  n^^,'  continued 
e.  snaKi^^^  EAwin  off,  who  .appearea  'atdoo^ 
rea^y^to  slriy:e  hirii,  '  lest  1  shoulid  be  ifeni'pteii'  to 
chastise  you  on  the  spot. 
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Mrs.  Whittaore,  by  this  altercation,  discoTer-> 
ing  her  mistalce  in  respect  to  the  stranger,  taxi 
fearing  some  niischi6/,''8cf4Adk4a  aloud  and  vio- 
lently piiUed  the  bell ;  on  which  three  sorranta 
msyhetl  int»idie  rooab,i!aad>ysMrii^yeiiMi^sadjMt' 
tifte  iwpelitDrfty.  jtrfllbdth  'bw*l»Wi'H.>.  ■■'  i.  (f  ^<fl  i»isrfw 

*  h<v^  twne^h  ny  reamtmiad.  ^  at^iii^-ift  jbt^iN' 
o£  mjftunlM^pysHipr,  trfaoifetfiMiHr  it(  mk\t^  It^^ 
en«dy <  when  I  see-wfaat  daii#etetitei<1iM!!itf«K)^iiM' 
h^beenotcpoisedto;;:-    <•  •.v;.;i!»  r.  oT     baiwii) 
!  Mns.  WhHmore  wbuld^  ifpoB8iMel>hft««<Mlb|>ll^ 
h^  Hsntd.  hivtt^tiiiiesa, '  hut  hit  foiehftVi^/ilil^i'- 
arr<>ir  xkawn  4^ainRt:aaii»peaeMtlile'i^l^t«»«](^' 
r^ojDoded. without  iajuiy  to  thb  <yb^tie;i<>fi^>^ 
upti  it  )»ttr«ie^xM^m'hcr6c«Hitfeir««<«i^(%WPii^) 
pimi^d -W  fs^C her  «fibi«iBd little iite>l4Ml^%f{tte' 
thjd^i)!  aptigiBy.    £diviHit^t«f(<if-«b^&Htt%ftii* 
ettio«K>£  pa8si(m^ia»emcd^ahk^(\»jlilttt<iUlM9^ 
a^sbjiOphjiBgy  iiike|>ite  of  all  iii»tliMil)'ttM«)^^^t^< 
ovr«!ih«,eq^ty  itQ  tfce  d«lnieiAic8|  «$b«rieStt^4ifi«(D 
W^lvwne-te  ,0tiitiBaaKd  thdtr '  abk»M^);  >'^^fil)Ai< 
being  at.  }«ngtb. complied  ^ith,-  ^  ttaftblb'^^  'B^ 
tbe) pi]|B«tdnce>of  bis  brother,  heirUlAiildiMttf  AP&k'^ 
rflftt*!/^'  .  •••  •    -    •  .■       =  ^  -.,■!■•>  Jt:rii  ,:>n« 
.William,  w%o  «fiB  anxious  «o  g«iii>sbnife  itt^'< 
gtnc^oihiKsistBr^  oaEd'vvih's  i««l»iB|e  th\^)t^A!i<< 
n^wt,  mttde  a  cold  apology  <t6  «h«  latt^  fbi^  tA(Wf ' 
hftd:^asi^di 'atfdA)egaB-ti»e  Dtscdut^ek^Kl^^lll^' 
hearts  .bjati^ding!hexo«»ld>pK>biiPe<tftfiiMfi»i^&>i' 
tiQM^«iOon<hrft  her,  awdtemotrntiBghU  hohi#,)'4ii^l 
a^atfy  h«a»fe1ii»0kr{kis  yvAf  iamiedt'Ugimi&W*^ 
^.■.  :  ■.-■-••  i^i'^.:  V  i.  /;■*<•• .  !  .u      ■'^"■/  J!i  dsn«l.«^' 
-:  ,  t  .-.'J      -;.•.-..•  !*  j-'f  ■  "1  .-..■'.111  t'f>'>n')qy.' 
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M(9iif.  E^^ul^ft  Jiis-b^rotber  he  hastened  hom^, 
where  he  was  sDoajp^nQed  of  all  (hart  had  p»9»ed  in 
t\ii^fgi^fjie^)[H^tyi¥,pm;  WUHam^and  Mm.  Godwin, 
%I*4if  »pt  ^p^ripg  .bet  reproaches  ht  his  dcipH^ 
^^'il  M4wtt  waB  j;iot  in  a 'temper  to  bear,  rilfieh 
Ic||8%ijb»i|^H^^i  ftnd  high  Wi^rds  iu  ionsequeiice 
enstted.  To  a  charge  of  ingratitude,  he  replied 
i(jj^jljlMNN»9^)idi£arses  againlst  his  own  folly,  until 
a|j|«PKg|h'^  iftdy  retired  highly  displeased,  Ed- 
M^9e^^;  endfiti^onnng  to  ^fetatn  nor  90<Mi  bet. 
»,A(<>}||H>n9t!  mi9  he  alone  than  ho  gateway  lb' 
tb^^pnpipgl^.  pa$gi(00a^ihat  ovferwhelmed  him . '  <  It 
iMIfty  #«Wj^lete,'  exdaimed  he ;  ^  I  have^  gained 
thfrpf^^^  t^hkh  I  fixed  mfy  hapf)iiiA»fK  wedsitk, 

i^fk^Jifij^J^qi\mi^w^  too*  gt^eA^-ibr  lio-^ 

Qiffl^9Ki)r«  tp  ibaav  \  tot  i^ve  <  i  not  Ibtit  all  'thslt 
n)f^^)jife40fi«rable?  ^Pareiitd,T^Agned^M[)ro«ber/' 
-^|^t<)]^ol^pr<iWhol^  friendship  wds  onfce^  so  lie-*' 
c^ll^B(lftfif»jk9(fi9mei^ ;  bespdmedtaeHMdespiired' 
me;  that  temper  I  never  before  saw  ruffled  with- 
PWlW  yf^  ^^y^  ungovernable  I     By  hell^  \{^e 
h^f3(^94^fipe%€pw^rd';  had  be  e-ren'stniiekme,  I 
tlil^^  i(.<^o^  i  m%  have  returaied*  it.    ^Mf  siM^> ' 
d|f)^qCfi9fi|r^.  tOftWAocwraed   Wbitm6»,   ^im 
fibi^JAmjtifwr  ajil).  for  :th^  arfcihe  original  caiiie ; 
tl)ftiipni(4er  tb|tfe:ifir9t  «edUcMed  rad  from  hotfie,- 
bappiA^ssi vl^vev  end  virtue  ;^  Ihsit  <firdt4:ailgtyb me 
I   to  laugh  at  vows,  and  gratify  my  passions  at  the 
expenceof  innocence  and  honour,    Mayest^hou 
7  X 
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be  as  accursed  as  I, — then  attnihilatibn  wiffl^b^ 
inercy !  Yet  had  I  but  Agnes  to  sooth  my  caterf,'! 
could  yet  be  comparatively  happy  f  conllliufeBlSte', 
after  a  pause.     *  By  heaven!  "will:  they  alYedd^ 
hate,'  despise,  and  curse  me,  they  can 'theti'^ffo 
no  more ;  arid  such  at  prizfe  i^  \V<irlh  aboldeBbft!' 
Towards  evening  he  returtieti  to  Blril^'WlAt- 
raore,  as  he  was  curious  to  hear  hoWhi^  bfofher's 
/visit  had  concluded,  hating  no  doubt  but  ihaf  ife 
haa  immediately  set   out  on  his '  returti  fbV^'ffle 
country.— He  likewise   wished,    if  po^sibWf^to 
escape  from  himself,  and  Mrs.  Whitniclfi^fif  Wvity 
was  the  only  palliative  he  could  thmkof*.^  Ml^r 
bis  wife,  now  she  began  a^  he  surtAised  iO^^ilS^t 
'  his;  yillany,  she  became  almost  hat^ficil  *td* Wtll :% 
r  true  it  is,   that  riot  urifrequetitly'^fcf6'k|^iiStor 
" Ands  it  most  difficult  to  pardon. '    '^^*'  •  ^'^'  '*'^'' 
'^     l^rs.'mitmore  rallied  him  6n  th^^^vtW^/f^ia^. 
.  aGtion  J  his  brother's  behaviour  sKe'*6ii5fi^ft-uOT'to 
procepcjf  Sfrom  his  displeasure  respefcfing^lSflfiia, 
an^.  a  supposition  that  Edwin  had  riot' lid^tfMiSfi- 
'  ciently  attentive  to  her ;  fof  ang^r  at  tts^'rffim^e 
^j  she  had  not  the  most  distant  idea  of  j'^riay^yhfe^^ 
?iSitonish^4  that  the  satisfactjloil  she  sh j)^dsi^*lie 
,   ,  ^lust  {edi  from  that  circumstance  frafl  hdHl'oliJfte- 
f  irated  all 'other  ideas.  '         '  ^^  '^  ''^^^ 

"j*  ^  ,f  *  I  think,'  said  she,  *  he  might  at  leod^hd^^^e 
.;  JjL^yed,  witii  lipore  politeness  before  me  i  Witt^^iJ^t, 
iif^.jij:he  name  of  wonder, '  would'  the '  hMiMmie 
^;  ;^us,iip  Ji?^  ]  hadf  yoii  doiaie  ?   keep  's, '  diii^im^  to 
guard  her.   Cry  your  niercy,  she  had  oiL6,%6ti]^  I 

,^^g(B4  jp^hei"  own  affairs.    Or  dia  lie  wrs-fi  yoa, 
now  the  mischief  is  done,  to  set  otf  *like^ai^%efl 


Q|a|^^ef^u,.j^^rc)}.  of  tke  i^vishqr,  and  rescue 
J^jj[^i^4.?  ^?y>,  pever  Jook  serious ;  have  t  not 
^ig(q^,,^:;a^  w^W  1,  JiAve  lost  my  dear  spouse? 
MM?^^  jL^jWith^p^tienpe.^  Why  did  you  hot 
W^W^yftpj?  J^T^t^^r  }^  tJ^^v  fiicriptural  languagp 
%.jis,^f!^tpiji^4,  tf>,.  ittakin^j^^^  the  words 

Oif .  ^iii,  i'^  Aoi  .J  ipy .  gigter's  keeper  ?'' !  ... 

,,./,^amnatiQp,.paLg.d^  fed  win, 'you  go 

,fp9.  f?r!\;t|j^fjqL  jl;,h^^  hii^S(^lf  ^  a  sofa^  he, 

j^ut^€|r^  bejt^w^n  his  ^losed  teep,  ',1  am  mljieed 
,pai^,«jp{|fsed.of,Gpd  and  man,',       ,  '     '*    , 

ylp]|4iw'?  ,^^  however^  Yar  froin 

Jf^9S  P^iTOW^^t.?   before  the  night'  closed,  the 
limipany  of  Mri^.  Whitmore  had  greatly  alleviated 
,,}t^  f^ftl^gV  fi^!^pt^9^*  when  he  \y^s  alone,  ri^turned 
^  f  jt^  r^^o^e4  poignancy.     He  certainly^  5^^,^P*^ 
love  her ;  but  she  was  a  voluptuaxy  in  pleasure,  ajn^ 
,^jfi^^|rt^,hi^p?^       at  the  expence  of  jjis  rp^son. 
„ilj^^,.g9.^nf(  were  by  nature  vjoleiat,  and!,^  un- 
J^j^^t  ^x  e<Ju(^ation  to  subdue  them^  ^tfiey  had 
.^ll^ji^e^^fr^sh  Sjtfength  by  the  neglect  oi  W^itmoi-e, 
,jg^9P^,sh^  W  long  regarded  with  iildifl(eren(ce, 
,  .^jj,ajpci,u;?gd  her?^^       best  siiited  her  ihclinaLtioris ; 
,^f^t,  ^^.^ntil  very  Ijately  she  had  been  caiitioii^  in 
c^llj^^.outipv^rdi  conduct,   was  universally  weir  re- 
ceived.—The  affair  with  Darleville  had  beenihe 
^gaQ^t.jPVfblic^. probably  from,  his  vanjty  •  Jfpf'  she 
jj^taimly  fe^^^^  particular   affectiph    for  him, 

Jpj^ff  di^^^i^ed  him  before  the  duel  took  place, 
and  expressed  ^o.unes^iness  when  she  h^drd'he 


I  d^ffS  wounded,  nor  pleasure  when  iijforraed  he  was 

M/w  while^Edwin  was  endeavouring  to 'rfissipate^liis 
,. .merited,  ungasmess,  William,  as  he  advance*  on 


I6i  TBS  ^FAmm&K  JOT'  ^  t 

his  journey,  was'  iRMntAg  a^tbousaiid^  differeat 
plans  to  lessen  tW^ei^WWm  fei^s  he  had  to 
communicate  to  his  frieniSs,  whiK^'nis  own  heart 
was  distracted  with  grief  ^n4.Y?iix^PH||  He  had 
made  the  journey  eaiB&i?t^Wyf.te.b[»v«iion  bis  own 
horse ;  b^t  biif  r^^rtiiii^,  his  anxiety  and  impa- 
tience were  sp. great,  that  contrary  to  h^^aal 
custom,  he  rode  so  hard  as  to  bring  hus  horse  mtq 
a  slate  of  almost  complete  exhaystion.,  ,  r 
Willtain  b'y  this  means  reactied  the  Foresl  mucn 
sooner  than  either  his  father  or  \tife,  who  knewiis 
real  destination,  could,  expect:  for  Mrs.  vioawia 
and  Agnes  liad  no  suspicion  of  ^he  tru^^ 
advanced  towards  home,  the  titlinffS  ne,Jnaa  iQ 
communicate  becs^me  soi^inful,  th^^t  heBlackeqea 
his  pace ;,  atiq  the  pleasure  he  woQld  olnerwis|p 
have  felt  on  4lie  idea  of  embracing  bis  .W 
wire,  sm  babcji  and  family^^  Wjas^  W  ^?[P^^ 

agonizinj^j  ttioug'^^^  that  it  shoifld  fe^^ 
disclose  events,'  whose  effects  he'  m 


thoiignt  it  painful 
reflected  with  vexation  on  the  8|>€ed  ho  had- used 
on  his  journey.  '^  It  is,'  isaid  he,  *  atfe  IT'F'^ffcs  in 
haste  to  distress  them  as  deeply  as  iriyseIf/7  H© 
then,  not  np^^tijQg.anyoj^e,  tumediti?  hprse^into 
the  stable,  and, with; an  irreBolute^step  d^lviE^ced 
towards  the  door  ?' when  iri  the  fcit«9i«i,Hhte(iiteard 
JFanny,  wWSief  v6jdr^dS'#iM  nias^^^^^^  to 

her  mfanf ,  ,     r  ,         .       „     « 

1'.*;    ,ra  ii<^^|Vn4e-ftfckabontty-hoB8e,^  muUif/ 


at 
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r         Saesweejt  his  Toice,  sae  smooth  his  tonj^e,^ 
.   '    "        *    His  breath  |ike  cauler  air, 
hPil'3K    HlsiWy'tt^a<i^hasmnsicitft,    ^       ^        •'     ^= 

*  /oil  T  it  is  too  much/  exclaimed  William.  *in- 
human,  barbarous  monster !  for  1  cannot  call  him 
brother  who  renas  asunder  such  ties,  and  agx^nizes 
those  he. IS  Dound.  by  every  sentiment  of  honour 

ive  nowno 

never  Ih^^d, 

-ihpqceiit  and 

He  now  entered*  and  found  his  parents  aiid 
ranny  seated  together  :-r-all  leaped  up  to  receive 
him.  .  Pai;iny  depositing  her  little  charge  m  the 
cracfle,  Vnd^fHyiPK  into  his  arms,  Mrs.  Kjodwm 

Bnsuspiciously  inquiring  after  Bernards  friend, 
wnne .Godwin  fixed  his  ^yes  m  silence, oq  the 
alterea^and  pale  face  of  his^on.  and  already  shud- 
aered  at  the  epcpeqtation  of  what  he  had  to  repeat ^ 

bi^<5'lMjrl  >it  lflHrfrroyrth<.titlerpitge»<  Ij  w  »..,- :.!)>; 
iir  ?,yfeat|8j^am  the^jati^^e  ojf  a  tragpc  volufnf^  f    ,  / . .  .    I  i  m  ^ 

Thou  treInbie^t,  ana  the  whiteness  of  thy  cheek  , 
'^ ' • '  rt  apter  than^hy  tongue  fo  tell  thy  errahff.      " '  *     ^ ^ '  - ' 
;>o  ^  fBWsilidb  iBk  man,  i^  fadht,  ^  splrkfegr;  ■  •      >    '    r-  ^ , 
*nfi  Sb .^riH»  w"fl«t|l in*looki  so  MrtxehbegOQfit  ^  •  j  ^^^  .♦  '/« » i 

An^  would  have  told  him  half  his  Troy  was  burnt ;,   ^ 
Bat  Priam  found  the  fire  ere  his  tongue    ■ 

William  gave  an  evasive  answi^r  tp^jii^  mother's 
question ;  aad  having  ret urnf  4 h^.wife's  caresses^ 


BerdofA  Biwi^AgikbSf/  «    »     - :  -i-'  n)  ifm  '»//  j«d 
>  ^  My  ftj|fedr>' '  replied  Fannyy  f SsHDitiitj:  ^^liuiv^w 

how  pale  you  are,  WiUiaml/  /IbAe^ilfioSdJff* 
fiftdly  akered  l-^I  am-  siipBt  fyttu*ai:ei[4Ui  yl^^aps 
ybtr  'h^vc  hurrted  too  mooh  :^iL  4iti  >ftft|>i9?{l^ 
you  yet'  '-''HI^jij^  ^iilt  nfjHl 

*  Mii3/GodmnexpreBsedrt3ie:$aindti469«4*H$^ct- 
f ttg4iis  iip|>peitirance,  awhile  the  x^en^f  f|bie  <]^tl^g£g- 
lAd^ided^ileiit  and  lost  in  thau^hiifi  ft^tiAI^UJMMA^ 
gjieefdy  return  iwithoUt  Eraniai  cK)bfi.r(iiPid^)ftBoA^ 
f€ti^i^.  At  that  instant  ekito'ed.BerQ%r4l^9fi§FI99 
blithe  as  a  hale  constitution  amlAQiuprig^^i^i^ 
ifOilid  tnake  him.  U,')  /.ri  iio  ^ 

i  ^ Whatv  William!'  crind  be,  i^artlptlfflQ^JftyAlprt? 

<  lifdtbittg  »but  good  news  I  ki|pii^.^>d?^jrr|^»QAf9^ 
W^eA  \*Jell  I  hopfe?'  winfctog  4ig^fie^fttjy;,  ifi^ 
ibmi  Art  satisfied  ?'  ?.  i    -  swixf.  .niv/bJI 

'  Willkm  sighed,  and  wrnnghififhandsin&ilaQ|[;^. 

'Why,  what  a  pSes  art  Aired,  .0rri«if(?ik.?  Itfej^e 
lookest  quite  ill !  And  what  poo^r >hor§;i9,i^')t  1».  the 
^ble  ?  Uis  miserable  thinv  and  as  AV^ary  4^i2;dog : 
thee  iised  to  have  more  merey  .o«Li%idtiiipb  l^ei^st. 
I  lodked  ill  as  I  dame  ronnd^  and  x^Quld  :not  thii)k 
whose  half- famished  creature  it  was*'  :  ,  ,.i,j 

Before  William  could  reply,  ;Mr.  Gadw^A  took 
iiis  wife  by  the  hand^  and  sa.id»  'Myjbo^^^ 
frii^ttd,  w^  hterrbeto  mainriedsixand)thi9t|[  £09^ ; 
in  ftlt whiph<  tin**"  i  tneser  before  «JjHe^  d^^eiti^f |^d, 
ptE^haps/  it  is:  even  in  this  instant^ef  Hftjujitiggihle. 

<  WilMatts'tnjWoireij  has-been ttoXpn<loi)^ftft^  J  Hm 
amazed  at  his  speedy  return  ^  b«  &BP^*K-lU>Afto. 


idtf 


but  we  are  Christians,  and  mih^tdta^tot^v^o  p|- 

«%$vWlle*d(ii)^8beq3tt0S  lu^a  thktr»n$k<i^*y  M^ate.' 

9'>4Wfe«^  ©oi*wi«iiriwwie/n<v  reply,  Bwrft^lliil  tender- 

li^s'^wtAtedhirrher  baB«)iB|  ijid  was  Iboo-^ign^ 

tlf>b(^*lib^d^yy  woi-dsi  "/     V  ,     ,^ 

^^l^^efeik  tBen,  William/  continued  Godwin,  *  we 

feftfjprefmred^^dertaintycaitnot  be  more  horrible 

than  this  suspense.'  ... 

Jogj^f$|:Jiai«i/)4houghtiius  pressed,  appeared' lii  no 

fiilSt^'  ?  ^  ^^iy ? » ^evdn  iBemai-d'd   featwes  mm^ 

^mhAkHd^wiih  al^ii»,  while  Fanny,  as  if  William^ 

^ijife^tio^  could  secure  tier  from  sorrow,,  drew  %l^er 

>Sftigf^  ^^lbser(  to  tils,  ^nd  pi^essed  ond  ;of /his  h w4s 

M$e«r(fe^ft«b0tbh^.        ...  ..t.-ImM 

*  Oh,  my  father !'  at  length  hesitated  iWiUiam, 
^MsiVtrtfc6>hftrd>5r«wticUlate,  '  pardd&'^our  slfti  for 
^3fig(^i£^essMg^  of  tiding^  whichemu^i/iMroOttd 
'^JWii  etfetfwbni'  deeply  than  th^ylitve  dojie-na^. 
Edwin,  anxious  for  independenceiaBd'jWe^tfa, 
1japiL.i-iiiV.,ftGytted  it'ot  the  eacpfen€Q'OfIb(«our 
*a^  Vefejitude,'  ^interrupted  <Jodwin;/»    v  d  V 
^'1' Wfllmm's  affirmntive  ^?<^as ^  sigh,    '^a    >  ,,i  >.;f 
x:nb]yfo;— no,'  exclaimed  Mrs»  Godwin,  ^  h&stiiy, 
^^Wik^mmt^kej^  ywi  beliere  too  easily^  .William 
Hwihi^fhvmed:    Edwin  is  young  andjjve]^^,<ti|d 
may  err,  but  not  grossly.  »    ^  :     :   »    - ' ;/ 

]iu(.i  Ay.^iiay,'  sdM  Bemafd^<^it  ie^olfly^^o  j(W»flJiam 
^f!9f^c^]^ooff  himls^lf,  he  camK)t,make  pltape^^allQj^- 
^^fiS^ii  ft/i^  dolmen  fifi»ltiesi  ri  air^gla^vyh^i^Ql^^r, 
^'^Agnfe^fe^hdt  h€flre; •  •  He  has fflilidei  tsu  t*ipil^aftp#6e 
^•^dttf^'^  I  d6ubt.>  'N^Termifid^ivr/e|»i|«^j^p 
^91  k  &<^el^V''bUti^kt  faas^tUat^iold^ivJi^^ 
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^1  will  not  believe  it,'  replied  Mip.  ^Qp^WJff.t. 
^  he  loves  Agnes  too  well  to  l^e  guilty  iq  th^^^jp^j-^ 
ner  you  allude  to.  But  where  ia,  my  Cmn^a — w. 
chil<3f — why  is  she  not  returned  ^ith;^ou?^.^he| 
wiH  next  be  scandalized,— suspected  : — ^not  ibe^ 
world  shall  now  keep  her  from  hpr  motber.    .      . 

*Alas!  where  shall  we  find  her?'  cried  Wil- 
liam,  involuntarily.  ,i,  .,  .  j 

*  Find  her!*  screamed  Mrs.  Godwin ;j—* Ip  pne 
dead  ?— for  living,  who  shall  hide  her  fr9in,mef . 

•None  but  herself,  my  motliei;/  rqpbed  WiJ- 
liam.     ^  Alas !  she  is  unworthy  yoij !  sl^e  ^las  fled  i 
with  a  vile  betrayer.*  .    .  '         J.,. 

A  friendly  insensibility  for  some  moment&  q^- 
prived  tiie  Wretched  mother  of  ^  her  seni|e  of ; 
guti^,  And  ajl  remained  i^ilent^  but  req^v^yi; 
by  the  aid  of  Fanny,  tears  in  some  measiir^  eas 
h^r  overcharged  heart.      *  And  what  irenjai^^ 
William  V  said  she,  *  fear  not  now  ^o  s{)eal^-^tbe 
b)idt<r  is  struck.    \Vhat  q(  Edwin  2 '  is  lie  top  Jpst'?  o» 
I  chat^eyou;  by  your  love  and  duty  to  me^  speak!^^ 
I  wiir  know  the  "worst,  and  pray  for  patience  ^to^^ 
support  it'  -      .    M     HO 

God  Mil  repeated  the  command,  ^5        .  | 

Willianfi;  thus  pressed,  with  the  utmpst  ^tar.  ^ 
tion  related  all  he  knew  respecting  ;£nun||,/^pj^ 
eluding  With  the  marriage  of  £dwi^  t^  J^FRriO 
Ddmfer,  but  suppr^siiig  his  finding  him  at  Mi^«,,j[ 
Whitraore's.  ,  ,  ^i. 

All  remain^  for  isome  time  lost  in  a^toni8}i|Q^t^i  ^ 
until  at  length  Godwin  exclaimed,,  *  Cruel^  4§^?f^*i>ifl 
ful  boy !  is  this  the  retUiti  for  my  anxioup  q^J^M 
your  hap'pinefes  t — AJas!  I  feared  ^^^"J  JtQ  ,^^^^,^ 
whW  my  heart  Could 'not  approve ;  and.  fcgf >  f^lf^d 
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ili^lgience  haye'  unjione  you .  M  iserable  m^n 
tAWi^iky  How  shall  I  bear  jthi^  stroke?  or  cponfort 
tiS  ui^appy  Bij^^^  loo||iHing  with  ai^>iislpi.  o^i 

liw>rife/'^  wiien  1  cannot, myaelfsupppr|:  it?,,^  (^, 
Crod  o^to^rcy  (''  exclaiiped  hie,  rafi9ing;bjai9la^pj^d 
hwd?,.  *h*ow|did  l^pray  for  dhildren  1  ^^i^d  in4hy 
an^er  wiou'gavest  themf  ,,»/,, 

Fanny  droppued  on  h^Ejr  knees  at  his  feefe:  /.ph, 
ravlfatner  r  replied -sl^e,  look^ing  tend^rjy,  at.Wil*-; 
K^poL*'*  att.yonr  chilijren  are  not  thejgift^  pf.an^r.' 

**No,  iny  |^a^ghter,^replie<J  the  old  man;  *  Wil- 
liam anc[  thyseli*,  nay,  and  my  Agnesjtfto>  kw^P 
yirtues  to  overbalance  the  others'  errQrp ;  for  ye 
are  afi  mine :  ari^d  /rom  this  hour,  if  iffiy  be^r(  i^ 
caiilftil^  of  distinction,  Agnes  must  claim  it:  for 
WHO  snail  coiritort  her?    William,  I  fioubt  not. 


iis  neck,  and  watered  his  gre y  h?MJCs«  ^iA  i 

iier  lears^  ♦  I  <  *  -i  < . »  .  t , ,  »^ 

.  *0h,  Bernard r  cried  Godwin,  /let;  nojt  tkif 
blow  divide  our  friendship — condemn  .jio^,fiU*)f9f 
the'i^*f6rs  6rc][he.'  •      . 

"^^  '  tM'held  cujt  his  hand,  and  grasped,  ^^^t'  of 
..  ex ctaimiii^,  {while  sorrow  almost  choke^  -^  ^ 
his  ^eeclii,)  "^Uoridemn  you  f    May  Heaven  oon-?    ' 
demn  nt^  if  I  do.     No,  my  h^ipart  bleeds,  fpr  you, 
Ah^'H^niiitt'!  ihou  wast  right  when  thoji  bUtoi^dBt 
mefef^ippfeucimg  his  going  tQ^  ,.  «  ,  ^    . « 

'^f'Wilt^rettre,'  ^aid  Mifs.,  Godwin,, risings  bijt    , 
aoHiij^  ^^  Inlfo' her  chair,  \  l' am  jaj>.t  wf  11, . jnjy 
bejJd'  ^  giiddy,^*imd  my  heart  is  cold-     Give  me 
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your  hahd,  Faliny,  and  lead  me  tt»b«f.  '©ft,'W^ 
childreh !-  tay  children !'  '     *     •      i  •  if  i 

Fannjr  and  William  led  thfeir  imhtt^HWlter 
<6  her  fch&mber,  whe*e  the  forrmef  iiliais^CtlA"^ 
attending  her  for  the  night ;  btit  Wa^  tefuiied  '^^ 
Mrs.  Godwin.  •  No,'  said  she,  'y6u  ^\l  KerdifW, 
my  child,  I  fear,  have  to  attend  y(fdt  ^#e^ 
sister ;  surel^  she  already  Suefjects  sottt^tHi^i^,  for 
hfeF health  droops  daily.'  .     v    -...j/ 

-  FAnny  again  prelb'^ed  ttf  stay:  •Wi'ftlrittt'tA^ 
beloved  hnsband  be  with  toe  ?'  repHfed  MVs'.  fcto*- 
Win :  *  we  will  pray  ^lid  comfoft  e«tth'«thfeft''Hto<^ 
^fti^itbave  we  passed  the  hobrs  in  ^bkWdt^dtf^H* 
the  growing  virtues  of  onr  childr6itr'tiii-iBi^'«^ 
^illWetej)  their  vices  r  .■!•■»/  .ck^ 

'  FanAyifeiired,  dnd  joitt^id  th«l«ilhk|>^fillKlft 
ahd  IViHi^tit,  who  t#ehi  deviskig '1i(M«id«J'y>>«'<li> 
disclose  Edwin's  i^erfidy  to  Aga^-,  <$t>ll«#tii'<it 
length  taking  th'e  task'ott  hittf^f.  -^H^^iilli^ 
tiien  withdrew  to  their  riispectiv«»  clAMtb&Mi  'fiot 
to  sleep,  but  to  deplore  the  deprelViV3riiHaA''liiid 
banished  happiness  fi-om  their  bosoms,  Uttd'Se^ 
Verted  the  mansion  of  p^ace  iiilfo  a'botidMi'of 
inburningf  •      i  :  - 


■  ■■ —     'f  i"   ■•■■' 

■ :' •     »<fi<'^ 

/ 

CHAP.  XX. 

'   .'ill  iiili:(| 

In  the  moniing  ill  miet  at  bi-eakftu^  bitt'lilfi*. 
Godwin,  wh6  appeared  tOo  much  huRi^bl^to 
leave  heir  bed.  A^es,  appahtdtly  lostlH^  faid^" 
choly,  wasn6t,  hd^feVei',  ihstnsiWe  tb-thft^&iA^ 


/, 


J 


that,  jiqpg  W^w.ery  hq^ ;.  mi  with  ^  fearful  ^n/^r^ 

entreated  tp  know  the  cfOJi?^.    Go4iyiii  ?Jt  iepglt|^ 

«Vfwm^4  f^f^  EBaifta's  flight, .  ^tddip^,  as  he  c;on- 

^u4ed^,\yhile  te^rs  stptjamed  down  })^  yeiuprable 

fk^^r^^t  I.wiil  e^deay^pjur  to  t^^r  her  from 

«jr;JiiwA5,^QU,.Agp^s,.  sjialt  supply  her  plap^, 

|ft(J%coBj^^  doiwjhly  dear  to  i^ie.'       , 

ni*9Jb^l.ffl3fifeeJlf>ye^t  »7  Whappy  Pcpiu^/  criejji 

AgBes,  weeping,  •  how  siiwj^ply  dp  I  feel  %  yau! 

^et^fkS||«wt  dec^^ed,  deludjed ;  w^i  if  ?Jie,pan 

mf^»Jmmpdf  forgive  i»y  fa^thpr,  and  rec.eiyfi 

^Jt^i  »RHr,.hi9^p[jr .  Qh  I  she  h?s  a  thousand 

il#tPi}g/»,RWWtCTbal  one  prrpr ;  an4,>fW^ 

hkS^kp^yp Jlff^i^^ftG^  W  9^,Hiauw  to  Djajip 

even  you  forget  it.'    As  noxie  §;^em^  wiling  to 

gg|»^^,jl4)^,^i$((|9i}r^e,  it  fi^^ed  her.^;  ^.the 

)rwM^^  SHWf^  W  fi*l®W*»  l^e^n^f  eiwiye<J  aioiqst 

l»to«Qli^,  ^^  N>P^ar|i|g  ^o  ^w  the  otJjpr,?^- 

.^lfifti^4<a^)flLeuhea'^.sniile|i Mofdi^j^ardecJ.   . 

^  (yb«4»wWie^i»?i^ty  jthf^t  aljreadyhvflg  fuii.AjPiep 

iftij^f^l^^  up  willing  to  discips^.  t^i^ 

.i{R^[^|HPej^>i^^  a^ait^  her,  y^t  he  thpjag^  it 

mtmU^^l^  tp  leng^hfn  the  d^lu^ion ;  th^riefp^'e, 

after  breakfasit,  being  alone  with  her»  he  h^gan 

the  painful  ta$^.   As  he  proceeded,  his  tenderness 

redoubled  his  einptipn,  and  he  was  frequently  for 

some  minutes  Inarticulate. 

Agnes's  behaviour,  on  the  contrary,  was  erejE^ 
painfully  calm ;  shp  sh^d  i^Outears,  vented  no  re- 
proach^ but  listened  in  silence  as  one  oja  whom 
|?fljj^hfp,Joj^^»pf  spr^pw,  coul4  qfljr  Joij^ger  ^^e 

fcj»l4ii"??ft  v%^ ^^1  ?  b.eabie^ooblite^^e 
^j^Jiy^^oi:y,ttie  unwort%^spf  tj^^jm^ate- 
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fdl  Ediff m  ?  Yet'  it  shall  be  mf  daily  i^ray^V  to 
heaven  to  ciffect  it,  and  the  constalit'eiidc^YOUCof 
us  all  to  lave  thee  with  redoubled  aflRpction,  ptriri 
tScularly  (Jt mine,  my  child/  '-^^ 

-  *  Oh!  I  am  unworthy/  exclaimed  Agvues^  hreaJt>- 
ing  silence,  *  I  am  unworthy  I  call  tne^ijot  yotff 
ciiild :  I  am  vile,  abandoned,  loW.  in  ail  evU 
hour  I  forgot  virtue,  and  heaven  his  forssiken  meV 

'  Impossible,  my  love!  Di^treffsifhas  im^aMed 
'thy  senses;  thou  wert  ever  virtu  ohs  as  lovd^,  the 
delight  of  the  eye,  and  darling  oleo^ry  heart  A 

*Ah!  no,  mynmre  than  father/  areplibed  ^, 

Mltug  at  his  fecft,  the- scalding 'tears^fiowShg  in 

torrents  down  het  blushing  chee^,  latid  eoubeU- 

ing/  hepfece  on  his  knees,  *  I  cannot  dboeiVd  yott4l- 

'^(m  are  too  good  to  be  deciirc(d-^^dur/kandn«ss 

pierces  my  hearl,  and  forcte'^miei;Qlay(ikH»pbii<to 

y^ikF'View ;  yet  do  itot  hate,  dh  ^not  iheMBN  me 

s  ycBuripisesenc^ ;  $  I  -cannofc  'be^r  yotir^diBJ[)lri^aaiork. 

^  THoufeh>  I  am  Tioff'  tie  vittuottr^Agnes'^dirf'cllee 

' »kiida^J  dd notspum  ni^;  my lil!d wiiiipby thefoffieit!' 

>:Ufkglobmy 'presage  B^zed  ihemitid  af>6ddw)in, 

wiaii  transfixed  his  ^dul  with  hmTOvy  ^  *  ii  ii>icnp0s- 

laiblbf'  saidhe;  *ye<  s^eak,^my  Agne&v^arne 

>nat.;>  EdWin' cannot  have  been  suibk^  ifiUain^'4ie 

could  not  sure  attempt  thy  innocence P^^;   n  ^H 

.1 1«  Ap^idd  fbi^a  moment  made  no  t^eply ;  at  lehgth 

iteabcl^iakedy--^*  Ob !  my  iatfaer,  EdWin  is»df  fisMre 

r ^goikj^t than 4be abandoned  Agnes {-!   I  jJjnnr!^ 

lO/jQodwiri  gave  k  dry  of  sui-pri^e  and^iipiQ^fed 

.hocrobf  1  besignatito  and  patienice  appdanBdvtotdlly 

to  have  forsaken  him :  in  speechk^snngoilyrhe 

tfareAr  himself  dn^the  floor,  andtori^fi^onirlitf  head 
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OT  TfaeailHpited  family  be^d  tbe  )ri[oiset  and  rh#h^ 
iogiin/fdund  him  on  the^guoimd ;  AgnB»* li?em*' 
Uiqg,aad  reltdy  td  &dat^  enddaToaiingpto^a^fehim. 

'  Oh !  my  father/  t#ic!d  Fanny^  ?  *  why  ^re*  yon 
tinsl^  yo»  iVill  alanxi  my  mother  I  Alals !  I>fear 
Bhe/ia'«dready«c<mtttlsi0d/  .^ 

f '  ^  May  the  Tfllain  ^ho  occasioned  it  be  aecun^ed/ 
beplied^'he^  witii'veheaaaence,  despair  in  bis' voice, 
(and^fhisi  fiMrfure»<  dii^ifort^  with  angiTish.     -  ? 
^il^* .M^l^ham  AojancnrfAey  my  father?'  exdiaim^d 
Agnoesf :  /^reoal,  recali^he  bruel  words;  Edwih  dali- 
ttk  d»yt)Tiiider&i'parenfs  malediction.'   *     ' 
ni  i^jil^/h&s  limroluntiirilj  paksed  my  lips,'  replied 
Grodnfrai I;m^I  calnndt  recal  itj    M^rcif&IGod l^aod 
4i«v)ar i  li^ed^to curse  kny  ^ouT    Bat  giire  me^yonr 
^wnd^itiaiy^chi^dy  lleaci  >me  to  my  wife  ;  I  am  isdck 
otridif6QlBr0if*';>rw^wiUvdiei^  ^   '      '   ^  > 

^ni  W^flMaifti  and  ]&nny  rbi&ed  their  father,* iandf  led 
Umrtddny  .wife's  apartment^  Fknny  reoEiaipiiig  to 
♦attend  •hOT>«(Ah€ar»  whfle  WiHirnny  who^  Jiad^  ho 
^Ik^pii^ifidixif  jthe  last  inteUigenire  UB'&ltberliad 
(isecbi}idd^  tetiiraiefl  to  Agnes,  wl|om4i€f::e*d  ea- 
^'Topmd/  Ujr  every  mean^itt  his  powePy  to  cotifaaAe; 
landr^ereeifVfilg  that  his  "fiaither  having .(mrs^didSd- 
rtrintbikfag  onf  her  spirits,  endeavoured /to^ remove 
tbe  imprbsi^m  ♦         .    ■  ,      :      •'  !>;  j' v 

H^^f'i  am !  ^ttally  dii&pleased  as'  myftifeeiri'*  said 
nUKilUafm^;  i^iUdt  I  cannot  cim^i^,  nm*  yfet  faat^  Iihq, 
though  1  deg|>ise  him-  beydndthe  powei^  t)f  ^ords 
blixeHprdssr  Nay^weep  nofe,  A^cg^  heisi  unXvor- 
/lfh$r>yb«intefifS  ;  he*  fneritsoodyttyc^  disdain^  as 
•''ffceliasimi^sriL'^^  •     -'i  {fK-iG:'^^^'^  ^^vm.h  c^ 

'>RSff  WhjTffwSH*  yoto  speaks  tU68r?rvki40dp  Agnbs ; 

why  recal  a  scene  I  have  frequenfflylefadaavoured 
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notUd  to  heaTi^.  thpu  hailst  lu^  $w0rQlsiifi]^rid9( 
yet,  I  txj^atf  tho^  art  n0t-49e&^BflkJ9fi^ 
thoiifb,  alas  I  thou  9rt'<:urs(sd.hy  ^  hikat/iyih 
^j^isei  by  tfey  brother,  .aiid;b^?tby):A^0iB-*;r|^ 
given*  '    '  ' .'  •  '        --I  i-   i'.i'i 'if -I "K 

WiUiam  knew  jxotthat  sha  ^Ubadefi  tprtlie  onrae 
Ed-vnii  liad  called  oq.  bis  owo^head^  AboiildJite 
break  hi$  vows,^^aj|il  j$till  coirtqiiieil  e&deaioQitriog 
«6  sooth  her,  when  a  cry  4>f  ^otrolepjdtrabk  oiiAbilir 
^rs,  and  bani8hed^¥ei7  tether  idea^M  1  BdtbfliBpr 
in  haste  to  Mris^.  Godwin's  sfpBxto^ji^iin^^iBtm 
'$^t  presented  that  ^t  once  ^strook/»tb^v  with 
grief  and  horror  ?  ^  she  ^as  8tn:^glii|g  m^iarnddit 
^avujUioa  that  had  ju»t  seized/  herif^  ^pitoirrii^ 
F^ny,  i^^jthtbe  servaist,  ^ide^vouriiig  to»$iioO(Qa;lr 
her;  while  GodAvm^  in  a^peechjegs^atgoay^  imi^ 

'hi^-'fen^sby  Her  side.  -' ■'  t  ^-  i-nj)  ^af-j-; 

:i  WilUaw  r^Binained  in  the  apdrtment  1b^%  mimtt 

'r>cA^4^S Ikx^  speed  fw  the  nep^e^m&d^^^k^^ 
itt2tfa;.whcrm  he  retmrued  m  Itttl^i  mQfe/lb|i«i;igii 
hour.  Mrs.  God^mwais  still  in4ba.$itiiPif);^«^' 
tiaa^  ^ud  thoo^  at  length  i^  ^Qjm,4$^mi^  ve- 
jo^QfmreA^  yc^  ym^  so  weat^emed  and  h^m^  ik^  4^ 
assistance  they  called  in  proBQmxmdh^4S^st^m^ 
wety  doiibtfuL  The  shock  sfais  had  rieK^ivi^il  fmvi 
the  conduct  of  her  children  had  inxpairedihar^- 
^erstatading ;  ^an^^jber  constant  dw^^^g  Q»l1$iek 
Abmes,  j^hawed  the  impdressioarstiil'  i*§aii^idl4>ia 
^tt^ofiB^mkfi  .^and.QKmi  dellffittw.  ,  I^c^jt^iee 
day^lifttlh^JteiationappeanBd /ihe  UiijUll^ 
4]4eldii4l!^aia^eirtifaopis  ajid  dl^spak;$:i^PUR(AiJ»  ^(14 
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to  attdoNdiifiviAfl^;  Qiadmn^  yeiM  w«g  f&iiiily 
{)drb«|itibki rtfaat:  idw  wto  not  equal  to :the;6ffo9l• 
A*Iill*t»piMod«tll^  convulstve  firpasm#  ittcrtosed ; 
Md  iniitWb^yaimorev  th&  unlmppy  tn&tkaih^ 
cattle  ftt(  fottke^betfa  itpMchleM  and  inMnsiblBy  ^d 
was  declared  past  all  hope  \ — Wbo,  at  that  fearfWl 
hmt,  €to  paint  tili»agtmi6«  of  the  afflkted'fiMiM 
SdMA  'AnAMtnbMVreM  fwgottea  in  the  grMt^ 
Mom»w,i  ohMily  atpMiodilraiiiemb^^M  thfe'battsfe 
tf  al^i*  ^nfthebad^  fiUppmrted  bf  pilloiv^and  tfeii^ 
«fibsi(tif!d  hufiblNftdy  Whoftett^n^tk^iirhad  increafied 
^'wiAir^MWiii^^ilftoiis,  sat  Mrs.  Godwin^  pUuxidity 
tte/€(vi^ileatow^her»half^€i^itn^y»dtted  ey  raised 
ibfam^tely  wHb  confi^itt  bope^  or  tui»i«d  witib 

(kaieeii^oii  ciiBe  sldev  was  WiUiaiti;  om  tiheotb^r, 
ilimi^  aiHi^iAgneai  attbe<fo9t^  B^s»ard  ( /and^itt 
dome  distance  the  old  servant^  who  had  livediwith 
th^tt  ^c^  ^IM^  their  nkama^e^  nwM&gM&^e^ 
Md'b«Mbifig'hisfe(relfritbfa#rteii^.'^  AIni  Godwin 
b^ekobed  bev  to  approach,  and  takbig:  the  ha^  af 
Miargf^y,  ptA  it  ittto  thai  of  fknny,  asthottgh^sfae 

•'*I  nnxlerstand  yon,  my  mothw^'  aiaW  Fannys; 
^  I  will)  regard  the^  happiness  of  Margery  as  oneof 
^f(Ml»  iMt  <50mmaa[id^  aiid  hold  it/sMred'}  tsbels 
M«  did  'to  iitbbnr,  Reuben  shalV  henfi^fomtavd  be 
hw»otliy  cai«^/ •  ^'-  '  •  r  I  -.  M  .^  '■  ...  wo 
^'  '^1IIiK$i  iitodwin  bovred  her  assent,  and  dra^iibg 
1ftkib^ffiiv^lfOsi&  ta  hel*,  kissed,  iris  «inilitig  month, 
tttld^ by> ier  Ifm&i  etye appehred  toasfc  a^bledsiiig 
^<4lN:¥^A(M'boldiiig  a  bfliidito^jraclhaltiartot^^^ 
y^<sbfei^  All  Betnardy  aifc^hei^diis^tbi^ldst 
'M^  IMF  h^r  ftieAdship  mi^  ik«e6tmn^  mhhmg 
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aloitd,  and  wringing  his  hands  in  sgMf*  Vk 
emotion  distressed  her ;  she  endeavoured  to  spedt, 
but  the  effort  was  fruitless,  and  only  brou^t  on  ft 
fresh  convulsion,  in  which  she  straggled  for  sdme 
moments,  but  at  length  recovered,  though  with 
increased  weakness,  and  additional  symptoms  of 
approaching  dissolution ;  her  speech  too,  though 
almost  inarticulate,  was  returned .  ^  Bless  ye,  Ik^ 
ye,  my  good,  my  dutiful  children !  forgive^  pray 
for  your  deluded  brother  and  roster:  Agii.es,  be 
comforted, — Edwin  is  most  to  be  pitied,  for  ym 

are  virtuous — he  is ;'  then  tummg  to  Godwin, 

'  Friend,  husband,  companion,  be  comforted ;  we 
shall  meet  again.'  As  she  spoke  she  extended  her 
arms,  and  wsts  received  inAo  his.; .  w)k^£»  after  re- 
^maining  some  minutes,  apparently  in  silejat  prayer, 
she  bowed  her  &ce,  and  articulately  said,  '  fVom 
these  arms,  which  have  led  me  in  innocence  and 
peace,  oh !  receive  thy  servant!  Blessed,  blessed!' — 
her  voice  failed,  respiration  grew  weaker,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  she  expired  on  his  bosom ! 

•And  art  thou  gone  for  ever!'  said  Godwin, 
after  a  long  pause,  at  the  same  time  laying  his 
wife's  head  on  the  pillow,  and  fixing  his  eyes  upon 
her  lifeless  face ;  ^  am  I  indeed  left  to  weep  thy 
loss,  to  mourn  thy  untimely  death!  Devoted 
children,  how  will  ye  hereafter  answer  this  ?  Ed- 
win, thou  hast  gained  wealth,  but  lost  thine  own 
soul!' 

William  and  the  family  were  unequal  to  the 
task  of  administering  comfort,  and  stood  aroimd 
weeping  in  silent  anguish.  ^  But  shall  I  selfishly 
repine,  blessed  saint  Y  resumed  the  old  man,  kiss- 
ing her  hand :  '  Forbid  it  Heaven !  thy  cares  are 


dii3^C9«>iiir  ^%NF>Aft  ^  (44  mam  ^^r^f^Joas 
9^ii<iN^.f»WtjfMBiiw.  inspires,  oalrafd.^  ^put^ 

9W  ;  t»'^rt<>!Hi'>>  i«;  .!••-.   ►j--  ■  .  :•  ill  .■.;;'•;  I 

^1  ■I').)ijj    ■■f;"t«    •  tmJt**«*-i— if  I -;  i  f   -liiMr   iiirt-    .  f!:  ■ ;  iS. 


feSI'^  H^jWffe,.  who  had  raise4  hiip  .<;9  whal 
|^gypw^;^gh>,  the  pinnacle,  of  Jbappiness.^^w^^ 
g|^^^^,^4,^most  abboyred.  .%.  b.eing  th,f 
Q>«9a)s  of  placing  an  msuperable  bar  betweei^jiim 
«^ (#©§&<»— ^^i^^  the  l^civi9i^  ^9^4,  w^9^on 
fifebiFte^S^*^^  with  whopi  be.  f^^.Wt.tfie  greater 
W5iffl^JPi^*W?'  ^?^®  caressed.  p9,tJf"9i^,^^"p,ctji<)n, 
^^^gy^^^b^.gqssessed  aU  ibg  aj;t  of  juatoxicat- 

8  z 
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ami  j  udgment .  The  idea  of  Agaes  w  as,  howev^^ 
a  constant  intruder ;  he  reflected  with  horror  on 
the  agonies  he  supposed  she  suffered ;  nor  was  he 
more  easy  on  account  of  his  family ;  in  spite  of 
vice  and  folly  he  loved  them ;  and  his  wealth  lost 
half  its  charms,  as  they  could  not  share  it. 
*  Eager  to  find  excuses  to  his  own  consciencefof 
his  conduct,  he  regarded  Whitmore  as  the  cause 
of  all ;  and  determined,  should  he  ever  meet  him, 
to  take  a  full  revenge.  In  the  mean  time,  getting 
Agnes  into  his  power  wa^  his  constant  determinar 
tion,  though  he  could  not  as  yet  devise  by  whi* 
means.  At  first  he  expected  to  meet  her  an^ 
and  resentment ;  but  had  no  doubt  that  he  should 
be  able  to  calm  the  storm,  especially  as  he  3iad 
so  strong  an  advocate  in  her  own  heavtb  . 

Edwin,  as  soon  as  his  mahiage  was  acknow^ 
lodged,  had  hired  a  servant  partioulaiiyfibatteall 
him ;  a  shrewd  and  intelligent  fellow,  one  wb^m 
be  thought  he  could  venture  to  trust  on  sucb^^ 
occasion ;  he  therefore  disclosed  such  part  of  the 
business  as  was  necessary  for  his  purpose,  audi 
that  could  be  unfolded  with  honour  to  himsdlf; 
and  determined  to  send  him  disguised  to  Ii^k-' 
wood,  to  endeavour  at  least  to  inquire  into  the 
health  of  the  family;  if  possible,  to  speak  to 
Agnes,  and  declare  his  business ;  which  was  to 
entreat  her  to  form  no  decided  opinion  of  Edwin'd 
conduct  until  she  saw  him,  as  he  had  been  grossly 
misrepresented ;  and  could  not  vindicate  himself 
from  the  imputatio^  but  by  a  personal  iikervieW* 

This  message  w&3  to  be  delivered  verbally,  ai 
Edwin  feared  that  should  he  write,,  it  might  b& 
produced  as  fresh  evidence  of  doplicity  s^ainst 
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liim;  while  in  the  first  case  there  was  no  danger^ 
as  he  could  easily  on  occasion  forswear  both  the 
message  and  messenger. 

Thns  detatnined,  accompanied  only  by, his 
serrant,  he  departed ;  and  reached  a  small  village 
at  about  fifteen  miles  distance  from  Inglewood, 
where  he  remained  while  his  servant  repaired 
alone  to.  the  Forest ;  from  whence  he  did  not  re- 
turn until  the  second  day. 
.  £dwin  had  waked  for  him  with  impatience ; 
9sA  so  numerous  were  his  questions,  that  the 
mma'  knew  not  how  to  reply  ;  but  entreated  hia 
ulster  to  sufier  him  to  relate  the  whole  methodi- 
cally. 

*Itwais,'  said  Harris,  *  near  four  in  the  after- 
noon before  I  got  there.  1  meant  to  remain  in 
the  vicinity  until  the  evening;  then,  as  I  was<>n 
foot^  tpi^tend  to  be  •  benighted ;  and  inquire  at 
y^ur  father's  my  way  to  the  next  market-town,, 
never  doubting  but  they  would  have  humanity 
soffioient  at  least  to  offer  me  some  refreshment,  if 
a^  a  lodging  for  the  night ;  as  I  had  all  my  story 
ready,  and  thought  in  that  case  1  should  find  an 
opp<Mtunity  to  deliver  my  message>  As  it  was 
fer  too  early  to  appear,  I  kept  walking  about  at 
some  distance,'  fearful  of  being  noticed ;  and  at 
length  came  to  a  little  church ;  and  for  a  while 
passed  my  time  in  reading  the  grave-stones  until 
tjie  bell  began  to  toll ;  and  I  saw  numbers  of 
pieeple  coming  from,  all  sides,  and  throngipg  the 
cburch*yard.  As  I  had  plenty  of  time,  1  thought 
I  might  as  Well  stay  and  be  a  spectator;  not 
doubtiiig  but  it  was  the  funeral  of  some  noble- 
man, andmueh  beloved,  as  almost  every  onewept.' 
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*  D — ri  your  ftitielral,  conie  td  th*  pbitot:  'llhtif 
have  lost  their  paragon  I  suppostp-  I  have  foi^ot- 
ten  her  name,  though  I  heard  her  praises  sufft- 
ciently  sounded  while  I  was  at  Iriglewood ;  but 
my  tnind  was  too  touch  engrossed  With  Agnes  td 
think  of  aught  else/ 

'  It  was  not  the  person  yoii  allude  to/  replied 
the  man,  in  a  voice  that  alarmed  Edwin  ;  *  the  loss 
concenis  you  more  nearly/ 

'Distraction!'  exclaimed  Edwin,  istartingfrom 
the  chair,  a  cold  sweat  bedewing  his  forehead,  tod 
his  knees  knocking  against  each  other.  *  Stty  not 
it  is  Agnes,  Unless  you  would  lay  tfte  dead  be- 
fore you/ 

*It  was  your  mother's  fiineral,'  replied  Harris: 
*1  saw  her  laid  in  the  earth/ 

*  And  art  thou  gone,  mildest,  be6t  of  Women?' 
exclaimed  Edwin,  weeping  bitterly,  regardltss  of 
his  servant.  *  Any  vexation  I  may  have  givetilter, 
surely  could  not  be  violent  enough  to  occastoti  her 
death. — Erama'^  conduct  must  have  wotmtled  her 
faf  more  deeply.  She  was  in  years  too,  neat  *ixty 
1  think,  yet  hearty,  and  apparently  likely  tei  live 
much  louger.'  * 

^tis  did  \ie  industriousiy  endeavour  to  exc^- 
pat6  irimsdf  from  any  shafe  In  his  mother^s  death; 
and  Ending  the  uncertainty  r^pecting  the  rest  of 
his  fatnily  paififol,  sttove  to  cahn  his  agitation  < 
and  oi^dered  Harris  to  continue  his  narrative  from 
where  he  had  left  otf,  without  the  least  reserve. 

*  Well,  tkkeK  Sir,  '  said  Harris,  '  I  mingled  with 
the  crowd,  and  inquired  What  great  personage  was 
to  he  buried,  that  caused,  in  such  a  scattered 
neighbourhood,  so  great  a  number  of  people  to 
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JiftSfefhMe/*-**  It  is  neither  lord  lior  lady/  f^^ied 
an  old  man;  *but  the  wiffe  df  ati  indaMriom 
feriher,  who  was  bom  and  has  etef  dn^dt  atnong 
ra,  easy  in  his  circumstances,  and  universally  be* 
l^ed  and  respected,  as  you  may  judge  by  the 
people  assembled  at  the  ftmeral.  Ah !  vrell,'  cott-» 
tinued  the  old  man,  *do  I  remember  their  mar* 
riag^ ;. — he  was  the  son  of  our  rector,  and  she  the 
daughter  of  a  neighbouring  farmer.  She  might 
have  matched  higher ;  but  Gtodwin  alone  was  her 
choice,  and  truly  a  worthy  one,  for  the  loiiger 
Iheylired  toglether,  the  more  they  appeai-ed  to 
lof  e  otte  another.' 

*Attd  what  children  have  they?'  said  I  care- 
lessly, thinking  the  q^nestion  might  lead  to  some 
other  respecting  Mr.  Bernard's  iamily. 

'Twe-sons  and  a  daughter,'  replied  he,  *fine 
grown  handsome  young  folks  ^  the  eldeist  is  mar- 
ried, a^d  accounted  one  of  the  best  mien,  as  well 
as  ftmners,  in  rtie  county :  every  thing  thrives 
Irtth  him^  and  every  body  loves  him, — and  thit  is 
a%oia  word.' 

*f  And  the  other  two,'  said  I, 

*  Are  Of  late  become  Londoners,'  replied  he : 
ihore's  the  pity.  But  I  know  little  of  them ;  they 
went  out  o(  the  country  worthy  their  parents,  and 
1  trust  will  come  back  the  same.'  Our  discourse 
was  here  interrupted  by  the  approach  of  the  fu- 
tlferal;  the  corpse  was  carried  into  tHe  churth,'a 
sermon  preached,  and  a  psalm  ^ng  by  those  whosb 
laars  wciuM  permit  them  to  sing.  On  bearing  out 
the  body  1  obserred  the  mourners,*  and  ^i^lced  my 
cotnmtmic&tive  fViehd  (Whom  I  kept  close  to)  their 
hawes.' 
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'  The  first/  says  he, '  is  Mr.  God  wia^  suppofted^y 
his  son.  How  the  yonth  weeps,  while  the  fetber's 
eyes  are  raised  in  anguish  to  Heaven !  God  give 
them  comfort !  he  alone  can.  The  next  is  Farmer 
Bernard  and  his  daughter,  an  excellent  girl,  andas 
handsome  and  good ;  not  a  tongwe  but  blesses  her.' 
He  then  mentioned  the  names  of  several  others,  al) 
relations  or  neighbours,  and  among  them  an  old 
grey-headed  woman-servant,  who,  he  said,  /had 
lived  with  them  six  or  seven  and  thirty  years.' 

*  I  will  not  pain  you,  Sir,  by  endeavouring  to  d^ 
aoribe  the  cry  of  distress  which  w)8is  uttered  by  every 
one  of  the  unhappy  family  on  the  body  being  laid 
in  the  grave,  each  endeavouring  to  sustain  the 
other,  though  unable  to  support  themselves.  At 
length,  all  being  concluded,  the  people  began  to 
separate,  and  the  sorrowful  party  retook  their  way 
homeward,  the  old  man,  who  had  been  so  com- 
mnnicative,  joining  one  of  the  mourners;  ^and  ac- 
conapanying  them:  a  circumstance  that  greatly 
disappointed  me,  as  1  wished  much  to  question 
him  further.  The  night  was  dark  and  rainy,  and 
I  ventured  to  walk  several  times  around  the  house, 
where,  however,  I  heard  so  many  voices^  that  1 
relinquished  my  first  purpose  of  pretending  to  be 
benighted,  lest  I  should  meet  among  them  die 
old  man  I  had  conversed  with ;  besides,  from  the 
badness  of  the  weather,  I  had  no  doubt  many 
would  stay  all  night ;  I  therefore  proceeded  about 
four  miles,  where  at  a  little  alehouse  I  procured i 
bed,  and  early  next  morning  measured  my  steps 
back,  walking  carelessly  at  a  distance  from  the 
house,  which  three  horsemen  were  just  leaving, 
and  passed  me  on  the  full  gallop.    Soon  after,  1 
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«iw  j<mt  father  with  Mr.  BemaErd,  and  your 
brotha*,  whoiQ  I  instantly  recollected,  coiqe  out, 
md  take  the  road  to  the  church.  I  determined 
not  to  lose,  this  opportunity,  and  walked  up  to  the 
koiise,  where,  to  my  good  fortune,  on  tapping  at  the 
door,  it  was  op^Eied  by  the  beautiful  girl  I  saw  at 
the  fa<»eraJ[^  and  whom  I  instantly  knew  again. 
Obi/Sir,  youytcill  forgive  my. being  the  m^senger 
^  such  ill  tidings,  as  I  have  succeeded  in  my 
errand*  She.  was  alone ;  I  therefore  declared  my 
business ;  which,  when  she  had  heard,  she  with- 
drew, desiring  me  to  stay,  as  she  would  write  an 
mswesi' 

'Charming  angel!  and  how  dared  you  keep  me 
dms  in  suspenne  1  By  Heaven  I  will  never  for^ 
give  it.  I&iste, — haste, — why  did  you  not  begin 
by  delivering  it?' 

'i  kept  it  to  make  my  peace  after  my  bad 
news^' replied  Harris,  with  the  freedom  of  alserr 
vsoU  deeply  in  the  confidence  of  his  master's  nn? 
^pithy.  secrets ;  ^  and  hope  it  will  fully>  answer 
your  ejipectaiions.' 

J&dkWin  received  it  with  a  trembling  hand,  tore 
i|  open,  and  read  as  fdOiows  >-- 
^.i    i  •  .        ■         •       -      . 
^iB^man  EdwinI 

^1  Was  it  not  enough  that  but  yesternight  your 
mother  was  laid  iti  the  earth,  but  you  must  seek 
tOjredouble  the  blow,  and  pursue  the  devoted 
Agnesf  to  the  brink  of  the  grave?  0h,  before  it 
im  too  kte^  repent  of  the  deatb  of  ^^r  mother: 
wd  soon  that  of  Agnes  will  pltmg^  you  in  guflt 
beyond  all  hopes  of  pardon.  With  tbe*iches  you 
)tavee<>deariy  obtained,  if  pos^ble,  be  happy,  and 


hf  wramncm  goMi  actioba  eoAsatiiitr  to^hAwtfiki 
your  fkuft  ernMTB.  BMp«t  liub«iicofiiigii.|l«.<^k9^Jb^ 
■tow«df' tham,  nor  wek  to  jogun  liier  pe«ccr^W»r% 

#9«ry  aifoat  s^ffned^  to  A«««;  yow  tfciliiiirttM 
lirotbM  wfll  )ook^m>a»tlieic  fl»nii»^  <M.i   MsA»U 

ttino^  a^vMy  'on  suck  wr^Uhsm:;  but  voi|ldadMi* 
yon/iiif'hi^owii  mlfi^  to  sc&d'hkniipiBiiiQm/ai 
the  httiiMiad(0f  Mb^:*  iMtaoier  cnj^httfmmd  «Mnii 
pondoj^e'iKrith  Agned;  MidiiH«h»liiiii|S|tfifiii)^ 
declare  fais  errand  to.  ymiT<Aikim  ittdf  barithMf 
P(irewetl^^im:  reriewycnu;  al^ttMLstflMi^liw 
<3^itee^fttift^og,  tbea  lead  y<kfr  nolli^Miviip  vAp^iitt 
i^fld^dil»  «ttotib«r  ^^Ffll  iiiM'liai^  diodiiiic|(ralii^i9ioi 
^:  ,  U-.  .     ^  1    ^.     :•    .  M^jilBiMifibisd 

>.  ^Heli  a»d4ertriHrtiMif  esKiflomaiiddlN^ 
hmrei  oMbtoddeii  my  toatlli8^'0^i(ipilbv£9^^  bSlw 
l^MrePtt  Aoin  her,  sM  mySaibBB^m^i^imi^ 
inces^B&i  against  me.; — Fool,-Hdoifc,^itlat  1  Jinido 
tmnt'yotti  Mom  etod^d  f&n  mmteike^'ykbBitfAik 
direotk)h  I  gaTe  yon  )MUi«0|rffiin?^^  ?  H';.^j:i<!^br(s 
.  ^  If  there  is  any  mistake  it  cannot^ be^inyxft^ilU^ 
replied  HarriB.  'Dklyoiivioli,  ^t;ii^l'm»^Bm^ 
fiNKied  Blegm^  girl,  reiiiiar|(ab)ybaii4fBain^ 
MMit^Mft)  vitb  blue  dyes,  and  auburn  |iaii^^ftdtgi| 
ia^imgfeto  4o wh'  her  iMe  ?  9e$id«»^  St^  diiairi; 
the  old  fellow  tell  me  sh^^  ww  Baraardlaitiic^hiiif 
StiMy,  aftfiir^u;  I  could  1101  b«,im«to]fi»isti'^0 ' 

<  Y^'i«ittt^,  yoftititbi^/ cried  Ski^ 
iy^r  ^'Ffiiiiiy  ^  ^the^model  o^  hdriMl«»i<ltibMKtt^te^ 
flbi0wlyi^*-^h;  TMi^o^ve^nj^^d^tiH^ 


INeiiEWOCn)  FORJB8T.  195 

hdfe  I    But  tell  ide,  r^te  tlie  whole  infernal 
story  of  irhat  you  saw  and  heard  in  the  bouse.' 

^Why,  Sir,  Ott  my  knocking  at  the  dofr,  that 
ktttidsoBw  qvA,  whom  you  say  I  mistook,  opened 
il^  I  asked  if  her  uMae  was  Bernard  ?  She  bowed 
slightly,  and  refdied,  viewing  me  with  curiosity 
as  I  thought,  ''My  Ruber's  same  is . BernaiHl." 
Now,  S^,  you  may  recollect,  that,  thou|;h  you 
MA  mib^yovr  brother  was  married,  you  did  not 
flay  toads»ighterof  Mr.  Bernard ;  how,  therefore, 
diwld  I  fiuspect  it?  I  then  opened  my  business, 
deokring  .how. unhappy  you  were,  how  greatly 
ym  bad  be^a  mkrepresented  to  her ;  and  finally, 
CB^itiBg  her  to  give  you  an .  opportunity  to.  exr 
ai^te  yourself «  She  heard  me  thrcmgh  with 
tolarable  pati^ice,  though  I  now  recollect  she.  bit 
faeriip,^  which,  at  the  moment,  I  thought  ik>  very 
good  symptom ;  but  when  I  concluded,  as  she  re- 
|ilied,.>'I  te^e  nothing  to  say  to  goUf  but  will 
inrite myaliswef toyour employer/'  I  thi^i^ht all 
wasi9i^ll,.and  waited  accordingly.  While  she  was 
absent  I.oannot  say  but  I  was  under  some  appre- 
hension lest  your  father  or  brother  should  retumi( 
and  suspect  my  bimaess ;  and,  egad,  Sh-,  I  should 
not  much  like  a:  controversy  w»th  the  latter,  for 
he  seems  a.  powerful  man,  and  one  that  don't  look 
as  if  he  wiOMitd  be  trifled  with.  From  the  former 
fliy^faeels  m^ht  have  saved  me ;  but  agaiiiurt;  your 
brother  I  am  conscious  none  of  my  t^orta  would 
have  avafled.' 

'  Cease  your  digressions :,  what  care  I  for  your 
fears  or  his  prowess !'  cried  £dwin,  impatiently* 
'    ^  Sir,  I  have  just  done. — She  soon  came:  down 
with  the  letter,  and  said,  ''  Take  this,  and  give  it ' 

8  2  a 
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fo  your  miister ;  biat  beware  how  yoa  come  >mf 
more  hene>s  next  time  you  may  notescapesQ  iHcell" 

'  I  fifotesft,  8ir^  I  thought  shemeimt  kindly,  wd 
thanl^pd  her  accofdinglir :  for  if  she  meeutit  etb»fr 
^ise;  dud  her  voice is  such  muaic  whea  she  ohidefitf 
what  QNist  it  be  when  she  is  pleased !  Her  i^f^> 
to  be  sure,  were  red  and  swelled  with .  weepiof  ,; 
affkd  she  spoke  particniarly  serous ;.  bijUt,  that  i  at- 
tributed to  her  recent  less/ 

^Enough,  ehoiigh^'  eiidaimed  £d.win^.^{r]vili 
bear  iiOt  more ; — ^begone^r^  will  eall  wiie^  l.want 
you.  Totally  ruined  with  my  £ath^.!\retsuined 
he»  mooTofully,.  'detested  by  my  brother L^ioy 
Oi^her  dead.  i~and  -  her  death  iaid .  to  m^  !--.tb^ 
of  AgB^s  too,  her  raven-like  fiistey;  has  pf  edic^l^^ 
— distraotidn 'is  in  the  thought I.lliatralopg^Mi^ 
wanting  to  complete  my  crimes,  my  n^se^jTfrat 
least  it  should  be  the  signal  for.theijf  qpnclu^on/ 
continnedhe,  looking  at  his  ^istols^  \irhichin^ 
himg  up  in  the  apartment^;  •■  'for  £  ,bfM^  ^ 
{dunged,  thus  far  in  guilt  toliv^*  vithoutbei^«%f>,' 
.  JBd win .  could  not  be  k)ng  'abseitt  £ron\  h^  x^ 
mettt>  ipior  yet  could  hearesolvetclive  in  tofitiiiaal 
hircertainty  r^ectiugi  Agnes  ^  he  tbe9/^fyf^\  st 
limgth  came  to  a  dBterminatioa  to  kaverlfeim 
i^  the  couAtry,  to  ^nd  him  constat^  fntelligeiKie, 
:)W4|icb  he  determined  t^  obtatti  by  the  m^^miff 
the  landlord  where  thfey  thi^  wer^e ;  Bdwiuitfijil' 
ing  him  he  was  Godwin's  son,  under  some  dis- 
pleasure with  his  father,  and  on  tiiat  account 
particttlaHy  unhappy,  and  interei^ed  to  hear  con- 
stantly of  his  family. 

Old  Godwin,  though  not  personally  known  to 
the  host,  was  too  muqh  respected  for  hdk  nteii^  t© 
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be  a  stranger ;  he,  therefore,  lamented  that  there 
should  be  a  difference  between  him  and  his  son, 
especiially  as  Edwin's  appearance  and  behaviour 
much  delighted  him,  wondering  within  himself 
how4he  former  could  be  displeased  with  so  fine  a 
g€4demah,  whom  the  servant  assured  him  had  a 
vay  handsome  fortune ;  all  which  finally  operated 
^th  Hiixi  to  promise  he  would  procure  the  wished* 
for  intelligence,  and  keep  the  whole  a  s6cret,  as 
Jjatticulafly  r6c6mmended  him. 
'  *A'cbcyrdingty  the  farmers,  who  were  continually 
pasSln^oIn^ewood  orretuming,  were  questioned 
tespefcting' the  Godwins^  who  were  so  generally 
tib  wn  and  beloved ,  that  every  material  occunrence 
i^^'^pecting  their  health  or  welfare  usually  trans- 
pirttf  ;4he  recent  death  of  Mrs.  God  win  furnishing 
i  prdteic'e  for  therlatidlord's  inquiries. 
"The  Whole  fanSily;  thfey  informed  him,  v^ere 
Md  liy  be'in  Ifce  deepest  gfeffliction,  not  6niy  for 
tbe  los^  of  Mrs.  Godwin,  but  for  the  present  uii- 
happyitate  of  fiernard*s  youngest  daoghfer  Agile*, 
iftb  wasri&eiSied,  on  thedeath  of  Mrs.  Godwin,  with 
ti'tfelirious  fever,  which  had  increased  fo  so  grestt 
ft  hei^t  that  her  life  was  despaired  of.  '  ^ 

With  this  intelligence  Edwin  was  forced  to  set 
off  for  'London,  not  being  able  to  procure  any 
mote  i^tisfactory ;  leaving,  however,  strict  chai^ 
WiSi'his  servant  to  write  by  every  post. 

fly       •.;       .:  •  ;\..,. 
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.    .  '-■,••■■  i^     '■■•ii  T:   '  >■»         I  '.^ 

'4j»b  i^teUigeace  df  tlMe.£aKa)^,,re^I)<gc|#)ig,44|e 
Ck)4,w}o  j^u^  Tfai^.  strictly,  if ue,  ■.  .Agl»sf  %  8pw#f 
e^xM  ta  the  uttanoost,  hiaul  suppqrit^  |ief  (jWtU 
Jjie-^^atb  QfJ^Irs..  Godwin ;  but  ^^»t,blp;%  «kI^ 

j^^ipji  iy  Edwip  she  had  .aj^sne  /ei^f^jR^  |^,^ 
iatii^t,.who,bad  no^.^he  h?ar|t.)t9  ^i^^j^jt  t^My 
,pi;»|B^^QUgh  ,tlvB  9eca^     pr^^  ftfthjp  ,Yitpten»ftd 

^]^ev,.j;Hrayw)ig  with. her, .  §dii»i»^l*fiOg| Jijiy.WiWp- 

^jj9^^8^oij.  ^he>,^ttel;^,addjpg  ^.^<|4I^^ 
,j^/  ag^ibey  ^isu^ly  v^sp^cMt  ^wip.»J^>^ 

reteiy^^  fifpm  .Edwin  sbeJ^ad  PjatAq;i!^,h^,^|^g|p, 
.  sa^^jtjg  she  was  his  wife ;  a©  a^eTeffit|o(^,;i^,§jl>e 

c^4-^^*^;t  ^.l^t  cqntradicticiQ  m^kit^tlljpr 

-S»lTOO^s.^        .  ;   .  ■  ,      .      .■...,..   .-H-,,, 

^.  ,,JF.oj  tyYP  months, her  life  was  dec)fi^d.,ia,|^e 

.uirpv^f  danger,  aiid  ior  a  cqiwiderable  f jfflt  A?IMy 

■ '  <;pnt)i^  ip  ^  very,precajripjjf»;stja^e ;  bsrt  aji  ,i/^n|g(h 

jtt»e,((^er  g^adnaJJy  d^cjf^ased,  thoiigh  t^ie^i^ 
,8t|ljL  r^m{un^,,hW  ui^erstandii^  J^^ 

.streogiMir.fWIy  rjetunied,  ber  inin^^.,%:^|^ 
JS^in?!*  e^^ly  ^ttrange^,,  tl|Qnj|^^onfc^calii, 
her  ideas  still  dwelling  on  her  faithless  lovor,  and 
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lisaally  condading  every  sabject  with — /  am  Ed" 
wins  wife.  ?  .  /  ,         .    . 

Mrs.  Palmer,  who  had  been  absent  fromr  In^e- 

wood,  returned  at  this  period,  and  was  both 

'^(M^txl'aiid^  shocked  at  the  distress  her  &TOi^e 

IKttt&y  bad  expmenced,  though  she  knew  no^to 

'itftSateitiBiit. '-^^ger  to  endeavour  t6  atteviiite 

"*fcfth*  ^oes, 'she  immediate^'  hastened  to  them, 

iiftd^dF  "riot  reftise  a  friendly  tear  at  the  iteration 

tta«<hiydf  tkb^  i^ce  in  ffo  "short  a  time :  her  eye, 

%l^<AfeVer'H^ay  she  tnm^,  that  ^as  \^ont  to 

'•A^  ^Miidity  and  happiness,  now  how  changed ! 

(Mrtf'GdaVin'6  sfeit  wias  vacant,  Ctddwin  tottth 

I'iafini^,'  ^nd  hfe'icrWn,  Ivhifch  wafe  us^  to  be  per- 

^flidtfy^^gHti'betot  forward,  with  the  appear^nde 

%ah'iltfd^^Wenly  years^  and  his  eyes  iSed  cbn- 

XKHatlyCdn  ttte'grortmi';^Beritara* With  Bis' Ihns 

^jyiai^ -Ms  i^  sunk'olim  b6sdfti,  his  jbifrey  ifea, 

^tds^t^e^Mgiec^  in  the  chiAmey  cbrner,  and^lns 
jug  empty  on  the  shelf  ;—WilUatti^<rki9leavoiring 
M  edft^lffhi^tiistress,  fearful  of  increaslB^  tfi^t  of 
;ilttP^th4r'^ltf 'wife,  while  the  sighsthftf  »ecjitiently 
^ftSc^efiPHfth;  1^5*1  the  looks  with  which  he  vtewied 
'^#»,>ifesp^^tfae  a^uteness  of  his  feelingi»  ,^the 
once  cheerful  and  lively  Fanny  pale  an<$  ttib^lan- 
"i!iltf^|'^»vWiile' Agnes,  uni^nicem^  at  all,  sdtina 
^^emiy^^^Jktiiti^ng  hereelf  \Hth  triflesi  a  faint  fliish 
''^^^^^/♦^r  1^  cheeks,  the^  ttild  ^hretre  of  her 
■^W^ia^ne^^^  changed  \,6  a  ii^ilmg,  but^leiss 
^|H4^tl^hgf.  brigittn^s,  amd  peipetttall^bast  atound, 
^ttfefirfsifidfeSf  some  object,  WiaWfel^g;  tb'fet, 
'"*fej^'>^ni!!ty  fell  on  the  rjhg  ujioh  K^rlSii^er,  ^th 
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Iktie  Beubea  wa^  the  ©i^ly  t)n^  wkrti  feniilMltiie 
appeared  to  thrive  in  calamity,  laughing  white' Ms 
mother  wept,  seizing  hisgrnodftrther^sbirttofts,  oV 
sometimeis  his  greyhsii^,  nntil  he -hod  forced' tfial 
to  notice  hira,  and  for  a  moment  hegailed^hfttt  of 

his  BOTYOW.  ^^*'' 

*  Mrs-  Palmer  appeared  partiiiulariyittt^^Stedfor 
Agne^,'  and  that  with  such  syttipatliisirig  t^rldeV-i 
ness^  that  she  became  more  efetimaHe  than  iivtt^f 
th^  saw  hercompassion,  as  well  ^  curiosity,  ^W 
not  a  little  excited  by  the  constabt  sitlu^on  t6 
fidwin  and  the  ring.  She  had  frequently 'beartl 
the  family  say  they  werfe  affianced  to  eachtynlfer? 
tet  no  word  of  inquiry  escaped  her ;  i^he  onlj^en- 
deavottr^d  to  sooth  and  prerent  the  attention  of 
Agnes  being  too  much  fi^lced  on  one  object  »'  ' 
*  My  dear  child,'^  «aid  Godwin,  addressing^^!^* 
py,  *niy  brother  Bernard^  William,  and  mysrff,^  are 
going  out  for  a  shoM  &pace,-^our  good  ^nd^ab^ 
descendinig  Mend  wilt  excuse  us :  in  our  abi^enc« 
open  yomr  whole  heart  to  her,  spare  not  thy  un- 
i^wtk^  son,  nor  yet  more  unhappy  daughter';  A 
fkn^  friend j  of  fcer  judgment,  will  not  only*  be 
a<2omfoM  to^Ottj  but  a  blessing  to  us  all,  for  Hht 
will  mot  deny  her  ^v4ce  where  she  has  not  re- 
Aised  a  tear.' 

Wbea  God)«?in  ceased  sneaking,  Mrs.  Palmet 
misefrom  (Reside  of  Agnes,  and  taking  his  hand, 
replied,  *Beliiev4B  rafe,  my  good  friend,  not  oiily 
my  adi^ice,  but  any  thing  el^e  in  my  power,  ifi 
eii<ii*ely  ftrt  your  servicfe  in  tfris  unhappy  jtmclfure ; 
«^hi^h  I'  hope  wfli  however,  terminkt^  hkp^fly, 
$iiid  more  speedily  than  y  ou  expefet.    The  do- 
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rajti«g^e»ts  of  Ajjne*  I  rc^rd  as  mer^y  the  efibct 
of  filler ;.  and  itbat  once  totsdlj  iiemoycsd^  the  otbat 
Wll  oatutally  qi^ate/  . 

0<id.wm  boMr^4  Kt>eated  his  thanks,  wd.acr 
wropanied  by  Biamard,  Idtiier.alpne  with  Fanny 
and  Agms. 

J^ny  yiau  too  much  distressied  to  be  in  hivste 
t^  ©bey  her  father-in-law,  and  was  likewise  re^ 
strain^  hy  the  preisence  of  Agones;  but  #fi  her 
tfitiri*^  to  resti  with  few  wdrds^  and.  many  tears* 
IJbie  jc^tt^d  all  that  had  passed,— the  go^niness  of 
l^r  olv^n  j^efart  pp(]^iiiptin^4;ier  to  pallkte  the  ^i2i4mlf 
ite  htoch  as  {inth  Wdnld  allow.  ^ 

Ai^f^he  concluded,  Mfs.  Palmer  embraced hCiiri 
l(kyiBg,.^Fe'ar^ot$  ^y amiable ^iifl^  your diity and 
iii«terly  affection  will  "me^t  it^  reward ;  the  pnes€a}t 
t^^  am  severe,  but  wiH,  I  hope  besiuscaed^  by 
a  oalm.  In  the  mean  time,  regard  /  m^i  m  youir 
fi^d,  mother,  sister,  oi*  any.  Uti^\  that  heiBt 
accords  with  ywir  own  heart.  I,  ala»J  JPam^^ 
though  enjoying  weklth  even  more  than  I  "wiah, 
Jave  rdom  for  all  those  claims,  as  I  am  littrtiUy 
(tiiDugh  t>osses^ed  of  rfektions)  ak>he  in  the  worlds 
my  dearest  cbttntexitms  b^ing  torn  tt^MidepJ'     .  '» 

Fanny  pVe§sed  the  ha^id  of  Mrs  ^  Pahnter  tocher 
hps,  and  bathted  it  with  li^i-  tears! v:-^' Oh!- hoj^jr 
\i\x\%  M^iafti,  did  my  fAtteftr  -»pfe^k,  wfeea  he 
^Wd  ydu  w'oiiid  cbmforl  tofe !  Alfts !'  m^i  ghe^Jna- 
%ttating,  *I  have  secrets  tiii^t  I  cafeilt^  ravteal  to 
iheh,  hoVirever  dear.*  ...  \ 

^If  ikefcessary  to  dfedose  thbmv/miyd«eai-.g^^ 
^iseplied  Mrs.  Palmer,  *fear  not  to  1*ii«t  t^  jof 
^TudeftCfe ;  ybnrselfehall  only  i^ttjidrnwihewfirom 
taylbbsdm.'     ' 
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Fanny  wept,  and  seemed  irrasolute ;  but  the 
kind  assurances  of  Mrs.  Palmer  at  length,  in  some 
measure,  reassuring  her,  with  tears  and  glowing 
blushes,  she  owned  that  she  had  a  fear  on  her 
sister's  account,  that  overwhelmed  her  with  shame 
and  confusion.  In  fine>  that  during  the  latter 
part  of  her  illness  she  could  not  avoid  perceiving 
an  alteration  in  her  shape,  which  but  too  truly 
corroborated  what  she  had  revealed  in  her  frenzy, 
frequently  speaking  of  an  oath ;  and  ever  at  the 
time  viewing  a  ring,  (which  was  a  diamond  set  in 
the  shape  of  a  heart,  and  surrounded  with  rubies 
and  brilliants  alternately,)  repeating  her  favourite 
adage, — I  am  Edwins  wife. 

Mrs.  Palmer,  though  shocked  atthisintdiligence, 
endeavoured  all  in  her  power  to  console  her  young 
friend,  representing  it  was  very  possible  she  might 
be  mistsdcen  in  her  surmises;  but  if  not,  thought 
the  unhappy  Agnes  so  greatly  to  be  pitied,  that 
she  would  devise  means  (if  she  survived)  to  con- 
ceal the  misfortune  from  the  world. 

Fanny  could  not  speak  her  thanks,  but  threw 
herself  at  Mrs.  Palmer's  feet,  expressing  hergrati* 
tude  in  a  language  far  more  emphatic  than  words. 

Mr.  Grodwin  and  his  companions,  on  their  re- 
turn, were  pleased  to  find  Fanny  more  composed 
than  usual ;  and  returned  a  thousand  thanks  to 
Mrs.  Palmer;  who,  however,  delighted  more  in 
doing  a  good  action  than  hearing  itacknowledged ; 
and.  cut  them  short,  by  saying,  *  You  will  fnght 
me  from  my  purpose  of  visiting  you  daily  if  you 
treat  me  thus.' 

Mrs.  Palmer  viras  true  to  her  word ;  not  a  day 
passed  but  she  called  at  the  hxm ;  and  by  her 
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•->  .'•-•  >     •     • 
kindness  and  attention  alleviated  the  8<htows  of 

aU[iJ[>«t,Cr94liilft4>,yrht»  t^<^igK  Jte  felt  Jb^.liiad^ 

ntiiiK)4:oiiUb9(»i  foiffit^.^iqgfliti^de  of  hia.chUT . 

d]pay'i^<lfi[»f.o«ttdtt(|^  lik«  a  cofxoding  pmoxhi 

vmlcm^vamO^  pccijwg  ^leejpear  QnJvat^lwaFt..^. . . 

'  iMtj4»ettiidi{f l{r^iljyis^p^isbj94  hfr,  «a  Jb»u^  mn . 
(qim^  k^^Swrnji  of,.Bmmas,#g;^t,  w«UtM>i  il- 

p$riidffiite#b^J|i«id,  afero;^  pe<ji^frfci^.tipwi,prlT 
V9t^  ^m/ffXIsei^flmyflaiWpr^  a^d  if  {upfivs^itle 
aMMlH]|^tw^iq9M^§«te, .  !rhe  only  ^Qcoapit  «h,«(. 
gltMililm6lft<^Pan%  where  .«k\^ileanit  h/e.had 
remained  a  month ;  an4  that  hehad  a«l«dy  ,wi%^ 
ivwMiffi?iflw|riihJgp|ii»dsffjae,  who  was  $aVi[i¥)i4<> 
ifa/Wwir  S^ltert.  .ffipw^ly  haj^y  ^fL.hi^.j^ar, 

int|iiin(aei:llW  »*»*  rpa^^M  had  ^a45e»-  :As  this , 

v^mtfiGtBBeigi^m^yM  »l<M»e  to  Wil^ain,;.  yh^ 
could  <niy  tfa9^oh«»:  4<9r  th«  iat<^fst,i^,;^<|oif: 
iirUHfirM^NNMHrr'  ■  .'r;.,'.-/-!  : 

.ii*^ifc|H>M*>i«^M«nQ8>  in  tbpBipaAlir^^.icaiLt 
tiiii<)44i»(t|i9$wB<ti^^cai'ioti8^litat%;  4iif  g roin^ni^ 
p]|jr8iiH4lii^<v^:.^fi4|be^  conRulti^. i^^is^/ a 
KWieip»i|r»«j»  ^^#..o|mvl«ni^ls.iap^t^^,  toi 

pmnai^i  iRliM^talNBS.'^^  ^iijt«irt»i?#^P^^<>!^ 
age.    Her  situation,  which  confirme^^  ^apjf^^f 
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-  unsuspected  by  any  of  the  male  part  of  the  family^ 
until  unable  to  conceal  it  much  longer,  Mrs.  Pal- 
mer persuaded  Fanny  to  suffer  her  to  disclose  it: 
a  step  she  thought  the  more  necessary  as  Fanny 

'  herself  was  pregnant ;  and  in  such  a  perpetual 
anxiety  respecting  her  sister's  situation,  that  it 
materially  injured  her  health.  Godwin  and  Wil- 
liam  received  this  intelligence  like  a  fresh  stroke 
of  thunder, — Bernard,  the  big  tears  chasing  each 
other  down  his  own  cheeks,  in  vain  ^ndeavourii^ 
to  speak  comfort  to  them. 

Mrs.  Palmer  proposed  that  Agnes  should  be 
removed  to  a  house  of  here  on  the  borders  of 
Yorkshire,  where  she  had  a  person  she  could 
safely  trust ;  and  that  Fanny  might  accompany 
her,  with  any  other  of  the  family  they  thought 
proper.  This  generous  offer  was,  after  some  con- 
sultation, accepted,  but  delayed  as  unnecessary 
for  two  months  at  least.  Mrs.  Palmer,  in  the 
mean  time,  as  if  the  good  of  her  feUow-creatnres 
was  her  nearest  concern,  was  constant  in  her 
visits  to  the  farm,  where  she  had  caused  a  harp- 
sichord to  be  brought,  an  instrument  on  which 
she  was  an  adept,  and  played  to  Agnes  daily. 
At  first  she  tried  sprightly  music ;  but  it  appear-^ 
ed  to  increase  her  dei*angement,  and  was  there- 
fore immediately*  changed  for  the  penseroso, 
which  had  a  more  happy  effect,  attracting  her 
attention,  and  calling  forth  her  tears.  This  sue* 
cess  encouraged  Mrs.  Palmer  to  continue ;  and 
one  day,  after  having  played  Pope's  ode  of  Vitai 
spark  of  heavenly  Jiamey  and  accompanied  it  with 
her  voice,  Agnes,  for  the  first  time  since  Mrs. 
Godwin's    death,     appeared    to   recollect    her, 
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«nd  starting  up,  hbldii^  her  hand  to  her  fore* 
head,  she  said,  *  I  will  go  to  my  mother  s  grave, 
for  /  am  Edwin's  wife' 

Mrs.  Palmer  desired  she  might  be  gratified; 
and  sending  for  her  carriage,  Agnes  was  lifted 
in,  and  accompanied  by  Fanny  and  her  generous 
fiiend.  When  they  arrived  at  the  church-yard, 
leaning  on  Fanny's  arm,  she  walked  to  the  grave, 
and  sitting  upon  the  ground,  kissed  the  sod  that 
covered  it,  saying,  •  Ah  !  my  dear  mother,  I  am 
ill,  very  ill,  but  do  not  forget  you,  though  you 
are  in  heaveii,  for  /  am  Edwins  wife.  I  will 
bring  flowers  and  set  them  here,'  continued  she : 
'flo^^rs  for  summer,  autumn,  winter,  and  spring; 
nought  but  flowers  should  cover  her  grave :— and 
who  so  proper  to  plant  theim  as  me  ?  for  I  am  Ed- 
win's  tvife.' 

Fanny  wept  bitterly ;  and  though  Agnes  had 
never  before  paid  any  attention  to  her  tear8,  she 
now  noticed  them. 

*Why  do  you  weep,  Fanny?'  said  she:  *  If  it 
makes  you  uneasy,  you  may  plant  the  flowers  for 
spring  and  summer  yourself,  for  you  are  Wil- 
liam's wife,  and  your  heart  is  warm :  I  will  set 
those  for  autumn  and  winter,  for  my  heart  is  cold. 
i  am  Edwin's  wife.' 

*0h !  I  cannot,— cannot,  bear  it !'  cried  Fanny : 
'Inhuman, — barbarous,— rdegen:era]te  monster !' 

*  Of  whom  do  you  speak,  Fanny  ?'  replied 
Agnes  ;  *  not  of  Eclwin  I  hope,— though  now  I 
remember,'  continued  she,  pausing  for  some  mi- 
nutes, as  if  endeavouring  to  recollect  herself, 
'his  faiher  cursed  him,  and  his  brother  despised 
him ;  I,  however,  forgave  him :  so  you  may  aU 
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do  as  you  please,  though  it  does  not  become  me 
to  hear  it,  for  /  am  Edwins  wife.' 

Mrs.  Palmer,  who  perceived  the  effect  this 
scene  had  upon  Fanny,  by  gentle  means  drew 
Agnes  from  the  grave ;  and  placing  her  with  hei 
sister  in  the  coach,  returned  home  with  them. 

From  this  time  Agnes  went  daily  to  the 
church-yard,  usually  accompanied  by  her  bro- 
ther or  Margery  ;  for  the  whole  family  had  join- 
ed commands  to  entreat  Fanny  to  keep  from  at- 
tending her  thither. 

During  the  first  two  months  of  Agnes's  illness, 
Edwin's  servant  had  remained  at  the  inn,  pro- 
curing intelligence  by  various  means ;  but  after 
that  period,  being  assured  by  the  country  people 
it  was  a  regular  insanity,  which  they  attributed 
to  her  lover  being  false-hearted,  (though  her  situa- 
tion was  a  profound  secret)  he  returned  to  his 
master,  leaving  it.  to  the  landlord  to  give  them 
information  by  letter,  from  time  to  time;  and 
which  be  did  not  fail,  as  he  was  quite  of  his 
wife's  opinion,  that  captain  Godwin  (as  she 
called  him)  was  a  very  handsome  man,  and  as 
generous  as  himdsome. 

In  this  state  passed  the  time  for  near  seven 
months  after  Mrs.  Godwin's  death,  when  Edvrin 
received  a  letter  from  his  correspondent  in  the 
country  to  this  purport  :-— 

*  Honoured  Sir, 
^  I  think  fit  to  infonn  yott»  that,  .three  days  ago.  Fanner 
Bernard's  two  daughters  left  the  Forest  in  a  post-chaise,  at- 
tended only  by  an  old  black  servijjit,  whom  I  ne^er  saw 
before.  As  our  house  is  the  first  stage  from  Inglewood 
upwards,  they  changed   horses^  but  never  got  out  of  the 
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ckabe ;  iior  should  I  have  kaowii  them,  but  for  the  post* 
boy,  who  informed  me  who  they  were.  As  the  black  came 
iato  the  house,  I  thought  he  might  have  given  me  an  answer 
like  a  Christian  servant,  and  therefore  asked  him  to  take  a 
glass,  which,  as  he  accepted,  I  said,  (not  pretending  to  know 
them)  You  are  going  to  London  I  presume  ? — ^To  which  he 
replied,  « No."— " Cross  countryr— " No."— "To  the  races, 
mayhap  t — ''  No  :*'  and  throwing  down  the  money  for  his 
liquor,  mounted  his  horse,  and  followed  the  chaise  like  a 
pagan  as  he  was.  I  am  sure.  Sir,  you  will  allow  with  me, 
that  it  is  a  wicked  sin  to  prefer  such  blackamore  heathens  to 
good  white  servants,  who  know  how  to  give  a  civil  answer ; 
hut,  as  my  wife  says,  it  is  all  owing  to  their  want  of  educa* 
tioH,  for  they  run  wild  before  they  are  taken  and  tanked  by 
us  Christians, --and  know  no  religion  but  what  their  own 
foolish  nature  prompts  ;  nor  have  any  laws  to  restrain  them  ; 
which,  indeed,  don't  signify;  Vs  they  have  no  property  to 
secure;  but  would  make  sad  work  in  a  Christian  nation, 
where  people  know  right  from  wrong,  and  act  accordingly. 
But  all  this,  good  Sir,  is  from  the  purpose ;  I  was  willing 
to  oblige  you,  and  so  by  the  post-boys  traced  them  two  stages, 
where  they  were  met  by  a  plain  chaise  and  pair,  in  which 
they  continued  their  journey ;  but  I  know  not  whither. 

'  I  have  no  more  to  add,  but  my  best  wishes  for  your  wel- 
fare, and  thanks  for  your  kindness,  and  remain  your  obliged 

Humble  servant, 

Jeremiah  Jenkins.' 


This  intelligence  added  curiosity  to  the  other 
unpleasing  sensations  ^hich  possessed  Edwin: 
Where  could  Fanny  and  her  sister  be  goii^, 
while  the  health  of  the  latter  was  in  so  precari- 
ous a  state?  Their  attendant  too,  what  could 
he  be?  He  appeai^ed  bound  to  secrecy,  and 
equal  to  the  trust.  In  short,  the  more  he  rumi- 
nated, the  more  he  was  perplexed ;  and  at  length 
came  to  a  determination  to  entreat  leave  of  ab- 
«eiice»  and  endeavour  to  develope  the  mystery 
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himself.  The  death  of  his  mother^  nor  the  sub- 
sequent illness  of  Agnes,  had  not  been  able  to 
awaken  him  to  a  proper  sense  of  his  errors ; 
he  felt,  but  it  was  a  momentary  sensation ;  for 
scared  at  the  very  idea  of  reflection,  he  fled 
to  dissipation,  and  soon  obliterated,  or  at  least 
protracted,  the  pai^s  of  retrospection,  by  de- 
bauchery, luxury,  or  gaming,  neglected  his  wife, 
and  added  ingratitude  to  the  catalogue  of  his 
crimes.  Mrs.  Godwin,  whose  only  incentive  to 
marriage  with  Edwin  was  love,  had  alternately 
recourse  to  tears,  entreaties,  reproaches,  and 
anger;  but  equally  vain,  he  fled  from  all;  home 
he  thought  heU,  and  hi«  wife  the  fiend  commis- 
sioned to  torment  him;  while  he  had  constant 
recourse  to  the  sprightly  wanton  Mrs.  Whit- 
more,  who  laughed  at  his  scruples,  and  gave 
occasion  for  fresh  ones.  Yet  Agnes  was  still 
dear  to  him;  and  he  would  willingly  have  re- 
linquished all  he  possessed  to  have  been  re- 
instated at  Inglewood  as  he  was  before  his 
acquaintance  with  Whitmore. 


CHAP.  XXIII : 

When  Agnes  was  supposed  to  be  about  seven 
months  advanced  in  her  pregnancy,  accompa- 
nied by  lier  sister,  she  was  moved  to  a  small  house 
near  Richmond,  that  appertained  to  Mrs.  Palmer; 
but  in  which  she  had  lately  settled  the  widow  of 
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a  sea-officer,  who  had  been  left  in  indifferent  cir- 
cumtstances.  Here  Fanny  and  Agnes  were  re- 
ceived with  true  tenderness  and  respect,  Mrs. 
Palmer  having  prepared  Mrs.  Smith,  the  lady  of 
the  house,  for  their  reception ;  and  also  sent  them 
attended  by  her  favourite  domestic  Felix,  the 
n^o,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Jeremiah  Jenkins.  The 
separation  was  painful  to  the  whole  family,  though 
allowed  by  all  as  the  most  prudent  plan'  to  conceal 
the  unhappy  situation  of  Agnes,  whose  intellects, 
though  rather  more  settled,  were  yet  far  from 
right ;  and,  to  their  farther  uneasiness,  her  bodily 
strength  apparently  weakened  as  her  mind  re* 
covered  its  vigour.  Mr.  Godwin's  health  too, 
daily  declined  since  the  death  of  his  vnfe ;  and 
the  effects  of  the  misery  that  continually  preyed 
on  him  seemed  hastening  to  a  crisis. 

The  change  from  Inglewood  to  Richmond, 
after  some  little  time,  appeared  to  have  a  happy 
effect  on  the  seniles  of  Agnes ;  she  frequently  in- 
quired for  her  father,  William,  and  particularly 
Mr,  Godwin,  pressing  Fanny  to  let  her  return  to 
him,  in  a  manner  that  pierced  her  heart ;  she  ap- 
parently too  began  to  be  sensible  of  her  situation, 
and  frequently  wept  for  hours. 

William,  who  had  not  aittended  them  on  the 
journey,  joined  them  soon  after  with  his  father; 
and  after  some  stay  returned  to  the  Forest,  leav- 
ing Mr.  Godwin  behind,  as  Agnes  appeared 
rejoiced  to  see  him,  and  so  greatly  distressed 
when  they  spoke  of  his  departure,  that  he  deter- 
mined to  remain  and  wait  the  event. 

About  a  month  before  the  delivery  of  Agnes, 
her  senses  became  perfectly  collected ;  but  that 
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event,  which  they  had  so  earnestly  desired,  served 
but  to  increase  their  sorrow;  her  self-reproaches 
were  continual,  and  the  kindness  of  her  friends 
apparently  increased  het  distress;  thankfid  for 
their  constant  attention,  but  ever  declaring,  that, 
though  they  forgave  her,  she  should  never  foi^give 
herself.  Fanny  was  likewise  advanced,  though 
not  so  fpnvard  in  her  pregnancy  ;  and  the  fatigue 
and  uneasiness  she  had  undergone,  on  iatccount  of 
her  sister,  had  greatly  impaired  her  health,  though 
she  carefully  mideavoured  to  conceal  it,  lest  it 
should  increase  the  general  uneasiness. 

Mrs.  Palmer,  before  they  had  been  moved  a 
month  to  Richmond,  came  to  see  them;  her 
general  philanthropy  easily  accounted  to  her  do-» 
mestics  for  her  conduct  to  the  sisters ;  the  only 
one  of  them  who  had  any  knowledge  of  the  real 
situation  of  Agnes  being  Felix,  whose  attendance 
Mrs.  Palmer  bad  judged  necessary,  as  Mrs.  Smith 
kept  but  one  female  servant;  and  it  was  thought 
most  prudent,  at  the  present  period,  not  to  in* 
crease  the  number.  The  chaise  in  which  Mrs, 
Palmer  travelled  was  the  same  that  had  met  and 
conveyed  Fanny  and  Agnes  to  Richmond;  at 
which  time  the  latter  was  so  wrapped  up  in  a  long 
cloak,  that  her  shape  was  by  no  means  discernible, 
bad  the  man  who  drove  the  vehicle  been  even 
curiously  inclined,  which  was  far  from  the  case, 
for  he  had  long  resided  with  his  mistress,  was  sa-^ 
tisfied  implicitly  to  follow  her  commands  without 
question,  and  loved  her  better  than  any  other 
object,  except  his  horses.  On  her  arrival  at  Rich* 
mond,  not  choosing  more  inmates  than  absolutely 
necessary^  she  had  sent  this  servant  vnth  her 
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carriage  tfi  aii  km,  Fe}ix  going  witl^  orders  wljen 
any  were  given:  ^u^  tljere  ww  no  apparent 
secrecy  affected  in  the  retregit  of  Agnes,  Mrs. 
Palmer  simply  saying,  among  her  own  people, 
ftat  she  W3,s  mpvied  tp  try  tl^e  change  of  air. 
Felix  had  replied  to  Jenk^as  in  the  manner  he 
flid)  merely  b^cau^e  he  conceived  his  questions 
iiap^rjIiQent ;  for  to  ev^ery  other  person  who  in- 
quired, Bernard  and  William,  by  agreement, 
answered  truly,  that  the  sisters  were  at  a  house  of 
Mrs.  Palmer's  in  Yorkshire,  though  without  sig- 
nifying the  immediate  spot. — Mrs.  Palmer,  in  the 
l^ndest  manner,  endeavoured  to  cheer  the  de- 
pressed spirits  of  Agne^ ;  and,  haying  no  musical 
instrument,  strove  to  divert  bar  attention  by  va- 
pous  relations,  some  amusiiig,  others  melancholy; 
and,  observing  that  she  sometimes  appeared  to 
r^^rd  Felix  with  an  emotion  of  fear,  said  to  her 
one  /day,  with  a  smile,  when  he  was  absent,  '  My 
4ear  girl,  I  think  I  can  tell  you  a  stpry  that  will 
make  you  forget  Felix's  colour,  or  at  least  recon- 
cile you  to  it ;  besides,  it  wiU  pass  tbe  tim^  thi9 
long  evening,  and  banish  more  painful  tboughts.' 

Agne& bowed;  all  subjects  were  immaterial  to 
her  bujt  that  nearest  to  her  heart ;  whil^  Fanny, 
^d  of  ?iny  attempt  to  divert  her  sister's  melanr 
dfLolj,  returned  th^ks  for  Mrs.  Palmer's  cour 
4^3ceiisipn;  as  did  also  Godwin,  who  declared  he 
was  totaJJly  regp^rdless  of  the  complexion  of  Felix 
when  he  conversed  wiitli  him,  as  he  ;appeared  at 
<^ce  well  informed,  and  possessed  of  a  good  heart. 

'  Well  then,'  said  Mrs.  Palmer,  taking  her  seat 
)|^ween  -Godwin  a^d  Agnes,  *  I  mil  simfily  relate 
to  ygiSi  tfoe  ave^ptts  ,gf  p»y  own  weary  pilgrimage; 
9  2c 
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Felix  has  some  share  m  them ;  nor  am  I  the  only 
one  of  my  family  on  whom  he  has  conferred 
obligations;  but  the  occurrences  before  I  knew 
him  will  be  best  related  by  himself. 

*  I  am  the  only  daughter  of  an  affluent  merchant, 
called    Sommertown;    my  grandfather,   by  the 
mother  s  side,  possessed  a  considerable  estate  in 
Jamaica,  and  had  only  a  son  and  daughter;  the 
younger  of  whom,  my  mother,  was  educated  in 
£ngland,  and  by  that  means,  in  all  probability,  her 
life  was  saved,  for  both  her  parents  were  killed  in 
an  insurrection  of  the  negroes ;  and  from  which  fate 
her  brother  was  only  preserved  by  the  affection  of 
a  slave.    My  mother,  at  this  unhappy  period,  was 
nineteen,  and  her  brother  a  year  older ;  botii  were 
left  in  the  guardianship  of  a  merchant,  with  whom 
(as  soon  as  her  brother  could  reach  England)  they 
took  up  their  residence.     The  only  son  of  this 
gentleman,  in  about  a  twelvemonth  after,  married 
my  mother ;  by  whom  he  had  several  children,  all 
of  whom  died  in  their  infancy,  except  myself,  who 
was  the  youngest.     My  uncle,   whose  name  was 
Walters,  in  the  mean  time,  disliking  an  inactive 
life,  and  being  disgusted  with  the  West  Indies, 
had  sold  off  the  greatest  part  of  his  possessions 
there,  and  commenced  merchant;  in  which  jwro- 
fession  he  was  uncommonly  successful.    From  the 
death  of  a  young  lady,  to  whom  he  was  contracted, 
he  had  formed  the  resolution  of  remaining  a  ba- 
chelor ;  aiid  to  divert  the  melancholy  occasioned 
by  his  loss,  frequently  took  long  voyages ;  so  that 
he  seldom  remained  m  England  for  any  length  of 
time.     He  was  tenderly  attached  to  my  mother, 
who  was  equally  so  to  him,  and  myself  <he  darling 
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•f  both;  my  uncle,  whenever  he  was  at  home, 
loading  me  with  presents,  and  gratifying  my 
wishes  even  to  profusion. 

*In  this  manner  passed  my  childhood  until 
my  fourteenth  year,  when  my  uncle  departed 
for  India,  leaving  my  father  the  entire  care  of 
his  whole  property  in  his  absence ;  and  tenderly 
embracing  me  before  his  departure,  seeing  me 
weep,  he  said,  "  Cheer  up,  my  girl,  I  am  only 
getting  rich  for  thee;"  and  pulling  out  a  valuable 
watch,  he  presented  it  to  me,  adding,  "  There,  let 
me  see  how  carefully  you  will  preserve  this  for 
my  sake;  and  on  my  return  I  will  change  it  for 
one  double  the  value."  He  soon  after  departed, 
leaving  me  veiy  melancholy,  though  I  must  con- 
fess my  grief  was  rather  lessened  at  intervals  on 
contemplating  the  present  he  had  made  me ;  it 
was  a  gold  watch,  with  the  cipher  of  my  name 
enamelled  on  the  case,  and  the  face  surrounded 
with  pearls.  His  business,  it  was  expected, 
would  detain  him  near  three  years,  during  which 
time  my  father  had  a  young  man  articled  to  him ; 
he  was  an  orphan  possessed  of  a  decent  proper- 
ty, which  his  guardian  wished  him  to  better  by 
trade;  and,  therefore,  placed  him  for  instruction 
with  my  father.  This  young  man  was  about  five 
years  older  than  myself;  and  by  his  engaging 
manners,  before  I  was  seventeen,  he  had  made 
an  impression  on  my  heart,  which,  however,  at 
that  time  was  not  suspected  by  any  one.  At 
this  period  we  received  a  letter,  informing  us, 
that  speedily  we  might  expect  to  see  my  uncle, 
as  he  proposed  returning  to  Europe  by  the  first 
ship  that  sailed ;  but,  how  great  was  our  sorrow 
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and  disappointmetit,  wh^en^  some  time  after,  We 
learned  that  he  had  indeed  sailed,  but  that  the 
vessel  had  been  cast  away  on  the  coast  of  Caf* 
fraria ;  and  what  became  of  the  crew  that  esca- 
ped the  waves  was  uncertain !     This  news  was  a 
heavy  blow  to  my  mother,  who  loved  her  bro- 
ther with  unfeigned  aflfectiott ;  yet,  for  two  years 
we  flattered  ourselves  with  hope  of  his  return  i 
at  which  period  oiir  expectatiohs  began  to  de- 
crease.    For  my  own  part,  I  confess,  I  loved 
my  uncle  better  than  ttiy  father,  for  he  was  in- 
dulgent to  all  ray  whimsies;  while,  on  the  con- 
trary, my  father  could  not  allow  for  the  errotiSj 
or  even  the  playfulness  of  childhood, — you  may, 
therefore,  reiadily  judge  my  tears  were  sincere 
for  his  loss.     My  father  still  continued  the  ina- 
nagement  of  my  uncle's  property,  as,  in  the  cas6 
of  his  death,  my  mother  was  heir  at  law,  he  im- 
prudently having  left  lib  will. 

*I  was  just  nineteen  when  young  Palmert 
articles  to  my  father  expired,  and  he  settled  for 
himself.  He  lamented  \yith  me  the  loss  of  my 
uncle,  as  that  ^vent  would  istpparently  increase 
toy  fortune  beyond  what  he  could  expect,  espe^ 
cially  as  my  father  was  rather  addicted  to  a  Itove 
of  wealth,  and  my  mother's  will  was  ever  subser- 
vient to  his.  ThuA  were  We  ^ituiated  When  I 
unhappily  lost  tny  mother  in  an  apoplectic  fit; 
by  which  means  my  tincle'«  pifoiparty  became 
totally  vested  in  my  father,  I  shall  pass  over 
my  grief  for  this  loss,  which,  hoWever,  I  assure 
you,  was  great,  as  Was  alsd  itty  father's  for  a 
considerable  time^  he  applying  himself  Wift 
Redoubled   earnestness   to  bllsmess   to    bsmish 


thought;  and  sefttlirlg  all  niy  Uhde's  afibirg  on 
the  tnOst  lucrative  principles,  the  estate  which 
remained  tinsold  Ih  Jatnakia^  he  disposed  of^ 
together  with  the  negtofes  that  ctlltivated  it ;  and 
who,  during  my  uncle's  life^  and  indeed,  until 
this  period,  had  been  so  happily  situated  a^  to 
have  tiO  wish  to  change,  being  only  under  the 
(Command  of  the  negro  who  saved  tny  uncle's 
life ;  and  who  had  from  him  received  his  liber- 
ty ;  tnaking  him  also  overseer  of  the  plantation 
he  reserved :  a  trust  he  executed  with  justice 
to  hid  employer,  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the 
universal  satisfaction  of  his  fellows. 

*My  father  was  not  only  enabled  to  do  this, 
but  also  to  make  what  other  changes  he  thought 
iii^cesdary,  as,  previous  to  my  uncle's  departure, 
\i^  had  given  him  a  letter  of  attorney  to  act  in 
case  any  alteration  should  be  found  necessary  in 
his  absence.  He  had  been  gotie  five  years  at  my 
mother's  death,  and  a  year  had  elapsed  since 
that  period,  when  my  father  formed  a  connexion 
unworthy  either  his  understanding,  situation,  or 
age.  In  short,  it  was  with  the  servant  that 
imrtiediately  attended  me ;  and  who  was  about 
four  years  older  than  myself.  I  was  involunta- 
rily a  spectsJitoi-of  some  little  freedoms  that  pass- 
ed between  them ;  but  which  I  thought  it  most 
pr^dait  not  to  notice  for  some  time,  though  she 
grew  negligent  of  her  business,  and  was  fre- 
quently absent  at  those  hours  when  she  knew 
I  should  particularly  want  her. 

•I  was  not  weak  enough  to  suppOise  I  had 
^ower  to  break  this  connexion ;  but,  on  mature 
deliberation,  concluded  it  would  be  less  v^x- 
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atiotis  to  me,  if  pursued  in  any  other  place  than 
immediately  in  the  house  where  I  dwelt;  and 
accordingly  one  evening,  after  her  remaining  out 
very  late,  I  gave  her  a  dismission,  desiring  she 
would  seek  another  situation,  as  I  had  no  far- 
ther occasion  for  her  services.  I  am  not  natu- 
rally passionate,  and  gave  this  discharge  m  my 
usual  manner,  and  without  entering  into  the 
cause  of  my  displeasure ;  yet  she  answered  me 
with  uncommon  insolence,  saying,  "You  mis- 
take. Madam,  you  will  have  more  occasion  than 
ever  for  my  services  ;  and  must  likewise  learn  to 
deserve  them,  or  you  may  find  yourself  uncomfort- 
ably situated."  With  this  she  bounced  out  of  the 
room,  leaving  me  both  distressed  and  astonished, 
as  her  threats  appeared  to  imply  a  greater  power 
over  my  father  than  I  could  either  suspect  or  dread. 
*  The  next  morning,  at  breakfast,  my  father  was 
uncommonly  serious,  and  continued  to  treat  me 
with  a  kind  of  gloomy  reserve  for  some  days, 
vnthout,  however,  mentioning  the  subject  of  his 
displeasure,  until  one  evening,  after  supper,  first 
increasing  his  courage  with  two  or  three  glasses 
of  wine  extraordinary,  he  ventured  to  tell  me  he 
had  been  very  uncomfortable  since  the  death  of 
my  mother.  I  naturally  expressed  my  sorrow  at 
this  information,  hoping  no  neglect  of  mine  had 
added  to  it ;  declaring  he  had  only  to  name  what 
had  given  him  displeasure,  and  I  would  be  particu- 
larly carefiil  to  remedy  it.  Before  I  could  proceed 
he  interrupted  me,  saying,  "No,  no,  I  cannot  ac- 
cuse you  of  neglect ;  but  I  have  thoughts,  Anna, 
of  marrying  again,  and  therefore  would  prepare 
you  to  receive  the  woman  I  shall  choose,  with  the 
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respect  becoming  my  wife  and  your  mother." 
•The  business  was  now  plain;  but  endeavouring 
to  conceal  my  dissatisfaction,  though  a  bad  dis- 
sembler, I  replied,  "  As  the  object  of  your  choice. 
Sir,  will  doubtless  be  respectable,  I  must  necessa- 
rily esteem  her,  though  I  cannot  flatter  myself 
with  meeting  the  tender  affection  of  a  first  parent." 
"  I  possess  the  means  of  making  her  respect- 
able," answered  my  father,  drinking  another 
glass  of  wine ;  "  and  I  have  no  one's  inclination 
to  consult  but  my  own." 

*  I  bowed  my  acquiescence :  he  soon  after  re- 
tired for  the  night ;  and  the  first  news  that  reach- 
ed me  the  ensuing  morning  was,  that  at  an  early 
hour  he  had  taken  Mary  with  him  in  the  post- 
chaise,  and  set  off  for  the  country. 

*  Two  days  after,  their  marriage  was  publicly 
declared,  though  they  continued  for  a  fortnight 
out  of  town.  I  leave  you  to  judge  the  uneasiness 
I  experienced.  I  was  totally  dependent  on  my 
father,  whom  I  had  every  reason  to  fear  would  be 
a  slave  to  the  caprices  of  the  woman  he  had  mar- 
ried ;  aftd  whom  I  naturally  concluded  would  be 
my  enemy,  were  it  not  only  that  I  was  apprised 
of  her  conduct  before  he  espoused  her.  I  can 
truly  aver,  that  had  he  married  a  virtuous  and 
worthy  object,  whatever  had  been  her  situation, 
my  pride  would  never  have  overcome  me  so  far 
as  to  forget  what  was  due  to  my  father's  wife  ; 
but  my  heart  recoiled  both  at  her  former  conduct 
and  insolence,  so  that  I  knew  not  how  to  receive 
her.  Deliberating  on  this  subject  two. or  three 
days  after  the  marriage,  Palmer  was  announced, 
and  immediately  admitted.    After  the  usual  salu- 
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tMions,  '*  I  will  not  congroiulate  you,**  mid  be, 
*'on  your  jfather'^  niarriage;  though  I  will,  my 
Amia^  truly  confess  it  has  given  rise  to  hopes  I 
before  dared  not  cherish^  as  I  thiok  he  may  now 
be  the  more  inclined  tp  part  with  yow." 

*  I  have  already  said  I  was  partial  to  Palmer, 
and  w^  yet  jjiore,  for  I  siacerely  loved  him ;  and 
though  possessed  of  nothing  ronjantic  in  my  dis- 
po^ion,  had  detenjained,  that  if  evCT  I  maiTied 
he  ^paJ4  be  my  husband-  Little  persiciasioii 
therefore  obtained  my  consent  thai  he  Bfaonld 
apply  to  my  fajther,  as  I  had  judged  he  would,  as 
well  as  his  wife,  be  pleased  .at  my  removal.  I 
was,  towever,  mistaken,  my  fath^  desired  time 
tp  con^deji- ;  and  consulting  my  new  motiiier,  an 
absolute  denial  was  the  consequence.  I  could 
^tribute  ibis  but  to  one  cause,  which  was,  tliat 
s}^e  au^pee^ted  my  alEectipn  for  Palmer,  and  took 
a  malignant  pleasure  in  thwarting  myinclinations. 

*  After  this  refusal,  Pairaer  wjtote  to  ^ento-aat  rae 
tp  accept  his  hand  without  the  CQ»BmX  of  my 
iather :  his  busines;^,  he  said,  was  prosperous^  and 
my  fortune  never  a^  incentive  j;  and  that  he  wa^ 
convinced  I  was  unhappily  situate  at  h^ome. 

'  Pleased  at  the  generosity  of  this  ojffor,  I  how- 
ever decliu^d  it, — at  Iieast  for  the  present,  as  I 
wantied  tejn  Dipnths  of  being  of  age,  but  promised 
^t  that  time  to  answer  him  more  fully.  I  ahoald 
jbut  w^ry  you  by  r€jla4:ing  all  ,ihe  despicable 
m<^thods  my  father's  wife  put  in  practice  to  reoid^ 
my  ^ibiatipi^t  iuupleasant,  while  he,  who  was  ab- 
solute in  my  moitherls  life-time,  had  no  will  hot 
what  this  womitn  .plqa^ed,  adad  was  bliacfly^ubr 
afrviosit  1b9  i#  i^r  jart§^.    W,^  s^dommA  but  at 
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ineah; :  I  was  polite^  but'coM,  familiarity  bein^  as 
inocb  avoided  by  me  as  absolutely  displeasing 
her;  as  in  the  first  place  I  must  have  been  obliged 
to  suffer  perpetually  the  empty  vulgarity  of  her 
conversation,  and  in  the  latter  all  the  vindictive* 
n,ess  of  narrow  ideas,  and  confined  education.  My 
father's  fondness  was  entirely  founded  on  her 
p^ spn,  which,  indeed,  was  good ;  his  was  likewise 
flattered  by  the  show  of  affection,  which  she  was 
continually  and  disgustingly  bestowing  on  him; 
and  if  he  had  a  grain  of  paternal  love  left  for  me 
it  entirely  vanished,  when  six  months  after  her 
marriage  she  declared  herself  with  child. 
J  *  My  father  came  from  'Change  one  day,  accoin- 
pahied  by  an  elderly  man,  who  was  a  drysalter  of 
considerable  fortune,  but  had  risen  unexpectedly 
to  his  present  affluence  by  the  death  of  a  relation, 
stepping  at  once  into  a  great  fortune,  but  destitute 
of  tinderstanding,  education,  or  even  common  po- 
liteness. This  man  honoured  me  with  his  good 
liking,  and  made  proposals  to  my  father,  which 
his  wife  approving,  were  immediately  accepted ; 
and  I  was  desired  to  regard  Mr.  Brewer  (which 
was  his  name)  as  my  future  husband.  I  have 
already  told  you  1  .was  not  romantic,  therefore  t 
neither  wept  nor  threw  myself  at  my  father's  feet, 
but  before  his  lady  simply  desired  him,  on  my 
part,  to  thank  Mr.  Brewer  for  his  good  opinion, 
bat  tliat  I  could  not  accept  his  offer. 

*  "  And  pray  why  not?"  said  my  father;  "  what 
are  your  objections  ?" 

**In  the  first  place,"  replied  I,  "  he  is  low-bred 
and  illiterate,  which  I  think,  my  dear  sir,  is  a  power- 
fid  objection,  and  sufficient  without  any  other." 

9  2d 
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*  Mrs.  Sommerton  looked  as  though  she  could 
hate  struck  me,  while  my  father  gave  a  hcso,  and 
took  a  pinch  of  snuff. 

*'  And  pray  what  other  great  objection  caa  you 
make  ?"  said  my  father. 

^'  As  great  a  difference  in  9ge  as  disposition,^ 
replied  I. 

"You  perhaps,"  resumed  iny  father,  **havc 
forgotten  the  change  in  your  circumstances^  and 
consider  yourself  as  my  imni^diate  heir;  but  I 
would  wish  you  to  recollect  the  altera^n  that 
hai$  tsken  place :  I  may  now  have  a  numerous 
family  tq  share  my  property," 

*  I  could  scarcely  suppress  a  smile,  butreplied^ 
**To  prove  to  you.  Sir,  that  I  have  liot  dis- 
regarded that  circumstance^  k  was  in  onder  ta 
lessen  your  family,  that  I  consented  to  Mr.  Pal*" 
mer's  eiitreating  your  approbation  to  our  union.'- 

"So  thCTi,  Miss,"  said  Mrs.  Sonimerton,  "itig> 
not  matrimony  that  you  object  to,  but  the.  man?" 

"  Exactly  so,  Madam,"  replied  I,  foi^ttingmy 
usual  coolness ;  "  there  are  some  m«i  as  well  ad 
women  whom  I  view  with  peculiar  dislike/' 

'  Mrs.  Sommerton  at  once  applied  my  answ^ 
to  herself,  and  choosing  rather  to  interest  my  father 
by  her  softness  than  by  her  spirit,  pretended  to 
burst  into  tears  and  be  ready  to  faint;  my  father» 
in  the  mean  time,  entreating  her  to  be  paciSed^ 
and  vowing  no  one should  offend  her  with  impu* 
nity,  concluded  with  tellii^  me  that  her^arded 
Mr.  Brewer's  as  an  unexceptionable  offer,  and 
which,  if  1  did  not  accept,  he  would  totally  dis- 
claim me;  bidding  me  consider  what  he  hadsaid^ 
and  on  the  morrow  return  my  answer. 
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;  "  It  needs  no  time,  ray  dq^r  Sir,"  r^p|ie4  I:; 
"  to-pxorrow  qan  m^e  no  diffe^^nce,  grieyed  as  I 
am»  and  ever  must  be  at  your  displeasure;  yet 
Mr,  Brewer  shall  never  be  my  husband." 

"My dear  love/'  said  Mrs.  Sommertpn,  ad- 
dressing my  father,^  **gite  way  a  littl?;  Mi8$ 
Anna  is  in  loye  with  Mt.  Paliti^r ;  ond  your  m^ 
jenty  may  m^ke  h^r  regardli^$s  of  consequences^ 
and  eloipe  with  him." 

"Do  not  think  it,  Madam,"  replied  I,  provok- 
ed at  her  duplicity,  "  I  will  neyer  forget  what  m 
due  to  my  father  while  he  recollects  that  I  am 
his  daughter ;  nor  will!  ever  form  a  connection 
so  serious  as  maniage  without  his  cons^t^  unless 
absolutely ;  forced  to  it :  in  that  ca^e,  Madam,  I 
will  neither  leap  out  of  window,  nor  fly  to  Gretni^ 
Green,  but  wait  until  I  am  of  age,  which  will  hi^ 
in  three  monjths,  then  wajik  into  the  first  parish^ 
chim^h  I  meet  with^  and  give  my  hand  wherQ  I 
have  already  jb^stowed  my  heart." 

*  MjHther  was  so,  much  provoked  at  thi3  re»* 
ply,  that  he  wdered  me  to  leave  the  rooni:-^^ 
poi|ffi(>a2i4  which  I  iastailitiy  obeyed.  ,         ; 

^  My  situation,  ir((}m  thi^  period,  wa^,  if  po39ir 
hk;  ten  tim^  more  irksome  than  before.  My  fa- 
ther refused,  to  dismiss  Brewer;  I  therefot^  took 
that,  task  ^pon  myself,  and  was  soon  freed  frl>ni 
his^  persecutions,  .  though  his  acquie;scenqe  rer 
doubled  the  rancour  of  Mrs.  Sommertoatow^wds 
.me,  and  jconsequeaifly  the  ill-will  of  my  father. 
The  old  j^eryaaiJis,  many  of  whom  were  grown 
^ey  intnir  service,  were  dischai^ed  on  various 
pretences,  the  smallest  particle  of  attention  to  me 
being  certiiin  to  poom'e  their  immedjijtte  dismis- 
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sion.  Thus  disagreeably  parsed  ray  time  until  I 
completed  my  twenty-first  year,  when  Palmer" 
once  more,  at  my  request,  pressed  my  fkther  to 
consent  to  our  union ;  nor  did  I  scruple  to  second 
the  entreaty ;  but  fruitless  was  the  attempt,  though 
Palmer's  prospects  might  h  Ave  entitled  him  to  a  for^ 
tune  superior  to  what  my  father  now  declared  he 
meant  to  give  me,  if  I  married  with  his  consent 
(which  was  ten  thousand  pounds);  but  if  I  dis- 
posed of  myself  without  his  concurrence,  I  was 
to  expect  nothing.  Mrs.  Sommerton  being  like- 
wise present  when  my  father  gave  his  final  deter- 
mination, appeared  to  exult  in  thus  crossing  ouf 
wishes ;  while  Palmer  seemed  overpowered  with 
disappointment  and  vexation,  declaring  that  his 
solicitation  was  not  with  any  interested  view,  but 
mierely  to  procure  my  father's  approbation.  As 
he  well  knew  I  held  his  concurrence  necessary 
to  my  happiness,  entreated  to  be  informed  if  there 
were  aiiy  thing  in  his  conduct  or  circumstances 
that  operated  to  his  disadvantage,  as  he  woMd 
endeavour  to  remove  it ;  or  if  that  was  impractir 
cable,  should  at  leaat  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  why  he  was  refused. 

*  All  these  concessions,  howevw,  were  produc- 
tive of  nothing  more  than  a  repetition  of  the  refii- 
sal,  Mrs.  Sommerton  adding,  with  heY!'>\sual  inso- 
lence, that  as  matters  stood,  his  visits  at  our  house 
would  be  dispensed  with. 

^  I  kept  silence  until  the  whole  ccmversation 
was  concluded,  atid  Palmer  was  advancing  to- 
wards the  door,  when  calling  him  baick,  I  said, 
'^  I  have  listened  with  uneasiness  through  tMs 
disagreeable  business;  had  my  father  any  rear 
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sonable  objection  to  you,  and  ivould  condescend 
to  explain  it,  far  be  it  from  me  to  act  in  oppo^i* 
tion  to  his  wishes ;  but  as  he  advances  none,  i 
naturally  conclude  it  proceeds  not  from  himself, 
(looking  firmly  at  Mrs.  Sommerton)  and  there-, 
fore  set  it  aside,  and  freely  offer  you  my  hand,  if, 
poor  as  I  am,  you  will  accept  it.  The  niece  o£ 
Mr.  Walters  should,  indeed,  have  brought  her 
husband  some  fortune ;  but  which,  if  you  can 
overlook,  I  will  never  regret,  and  in  its  stead 
endeavour  cheerfully,  with  prudence  and  affec-> 
tidn,  to  make  up  the  deficiency." 

*To  describe  what  followed  is  beyond  my 
power.  Mrs.  Sommerton  endeavoured  to  appear 
shocked  g^  ipy  undutifiilness  and  in^titude, 
Mobile  Palmer  expressed  his  transports  as  though 
I  had  a  throne  tQ  bestow  with  ipy  hand  ;  my  fa- 
ther alternately  soothing  his  wife,  and  uttering 
votvs  of  vengeance  against  me ;  filially  declal*- 
ing,  as  I  had  formed  my  resolution,  the.  3Qoner  \ 
left  the  house  the  better. 

..  ^  In  this  temper  we  separated,  and  I  retired  to 
my  own  room  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  during 
which  I  received  a  letter  from  Palmer,  entreating 
me  to  be  prep  wed  at  eight  the  follovviiig  morning ; 
at  which  time  he  proposed  to  call  for  m«,  with  a 
license,  wd  aocompanied  by  his  l^te  guardian, 
who  would  act  as  my  father  on  tho  occasion  at  the 
parish-church, 

'In  the  evening  I  wrote  to  my  father,  enclosing 
Palmer's  letter,  entreating  him,  by  every  thing  he 
held  most  sacred,  and  by  the  beloved  memory  o£ 
my  mother,  not  to  cast  me  off;  but  my  writing  was 
equally  ineffectual  as  my  prayers,  for  he  simply 
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ifetamed  for  answer,— That  I  had  chcMseniiiy  £ite^ 
and  must  abide  by  it ;  all  he  desired  was,  to  hear 
tto  more  of  me. 

^  The  next  morning  Palmer  was  true  to  his  time, 
and,  accompanied  by  his.friend,  we  reached  the 
church ;  where  I  was  united  to  a  man  whom  I 
loved  living,  and  whose  memory  must  be  ever 
dear  to  me;--^tbe  man  who  won  my  virgin  heart, 
aad  never  gave  me  cause  to  repent  its  disposal.' 

Mrs.  Palmer's  voice  became  .tr^noLuloos,  and 
suddenly  rising*  *  I  will  relate  the  r^namder  to- 
morrow night,'  said  she,  ^  it  is  now  almost  supper** 
time  J 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

The  following  evening  Mrs.  Palmer  resumed  her 
narrative. 

*As  I  brought  my  husband  no  fgrttme,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  be  particularly  economi- 
cal ;  and  had  the  satisfaction,  ait  the  end  of  twd 
years,  after  our  marriage^  to  find. our  exp^ices 
kept  considerably  within  our  income ;  add  to 
which,  I  thought  myself  the  happiest'  of  wives 
and  mothers,  for  that  time  had  given  us  a  lovely 
boy.  My  father's  unnatural,  behaviour,  and  the 
recollection  of  my  uncle,  were  the  only  subjects 
that  gave  me  pain ;  the  former  had  a  son  bom  in 
about  two  months  after  my  marriage ;  and  the 
death  of  the  latter  was  no  longer  doubted. 
'  *  My  felicity  had  continued  for  two  years,  when 
Q.  capital  bankingrhopse  at  Amsterdam^  loid  aa 
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minent  commercial  one  in  London,  in  both  of 
wbrch  my  hnsband  was  nearly  concerned,  stopped 
paynient,  and  gave  at  once  a  blow  to  onr  prospe- 
rity and  happiness ;  for  every  effort  to  retrieve  the 
loss  was  tried  in  vain ;  my  husband  was  unavoid- 
ably a  bankrupt,  and  all  our  effects  barely  sufficient 
to  pay  twelve  shillings  in  the  poimd.  So  highly  was 
my  husband  respected,  that  had  he  but  possesdi^d 
a  sum  to  have  enabled  him  to  wait  thetetums  of 
trade,  hemighthave  obtained  credit  to  any  amo^nt^ 
and  surmouiiited  every  difficulty;    but  we  had 
given  up  all  ^vithont  rraerve,  and  had  no  resonrce; 
my  father,  to  whom  I,  unknown  to  my  bn^band^ 
applied,  refusing  to  advance  a  single  thousand 
pounds;    and  to  add  to  my  calamity,  Palmer's 
health  had  received  a  blow,  in  coofsequence  of  hi$ 
misfortunes,  that  I  much  feared  might  terttiinate  fir- 
tally.  Thus  situated,  we  determined  for  sotfie'tihie 
to  remove  a  little  distance  from  London  for  oHange 
of  air,  which  I  hoped /might  prove  «alutaty,  and 
aiecordingly  took  lodgings  in  the  most  private 
part  of  Islington.   The  few  valuables  I  possessed^ 
and  my  household  linen,  wlncfh  had  been  spared 
bythe  kindness  of  the  creditors,  bekig  dttr  tthold 
fimd,  and  all  the  reserve  we  bad  to  tnist  to;-^ 
Though  we  lived  with  the  utmost  frugality,  and 
kept  h\&  one  servant,  yet  our  means  daily  de* 
creased ;    andi  I .  considered   with   anguish  the 
poverty  diat  was  ready  to  overtake  us :  determin- 
ed to  protract;  it  as  long  as  possible,  I  yet  more 
retrenched  our  expences,  moving  to  a  cheaper 
lodging,  and  discharging  the  only  servant  I  kept; 
*Iii  this  manner  passed  the  first -yeal*  of  our 
misfortunes;  Palmer's  malady,  by  almost  imper- 
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ceptible  degrees^  undermining  his  constitation; 
and  rendering  him  unable  to  make  any  exertion 
to  extricate  us  from  our  unhappy  situation,  or 
even  to.  soften  its  asperity. 

*  One  day,  that  he  had  been  yet  more  disordered 
thai!  usual,  he  walked  out  for  air  into  the  fields, 
leaving  me  engaged  in  my  domestic  concerpfi} 
but  had  i^ot.  gone  far  when  he  was  s^zed  with  a 
pleuritip  pain  and  shortness  of  breath,  that  render- 
ed, Jbim.  unable  eiither  to  proceed  or  return. 

.  *Hqpipg  it  would  abate,  h^  sat  himself  down 
in  a  fi^d  where  some  hay-makers  were  at;  work; 
but  .iU  a  short  time  became  so  much  worse,  that 
liis  illness  was  perceptible  to  the  labouro-s,  sevqr?J 
otjWhoip  qame.  and  spoke  to  him;  and  among 
pthfrs  a  negro,  whom,  perhaps,  you  will,  truly 
surmi^e.wa^  Felix.    .  .        . 

*  Mr.  Pa^tti^r  by  this  time  was  almost  unable  to 
speak,.  4iid  could  only  faintly  signify  his  desirjei  to 
ggthpme :  but^his  pain  was  top  violent  for  huV  ito 
be,  alil^  to  walk ;  and  in  the  middle  of .  the  fields 
jiOi  conveyance  could  be  obtained.  ^; 

*  In  this  dilemma  Felix  flew  ofl*  with  tl^e  utmost 
Speed,  and  teacjbiiig  the  town  ran  mto  the  firat 
^oih^B^'&  shop  he  could  meet  with,  entre^tnig 
tbe.tnaster,  for  the  love  of  Heaven,  to  come  ifitii 
the  fields,  for  that  a  man  had  been  seized,  with^ 84 
vjioleait  a  pa^  in  the  side,  that  he  feared,;  without; 
immediate  assistance,  it  would  prove .  fatal,  llie, 
apothecary,  who  doubtless  surmised,  from  the  ^7; 
pearance  of  Felix,  it  was  one  of  his  fellow-labop; 
ers,  replied,  by  desiring  him  to  lead  the  sick  ma,n  tcj, 
his  shop,  and  he  would  bleed  him,  which  he  dicl. 
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not  doubt  would  afford  relief;  but  that  himself 
had  not  time  to  go  so  far/ 

"Not  time!"  replied  Felix,  "then  the  poor 
soul  must  die,  for  I  am  sure  he  cannot  walk  hi- 
ther ;  besides,  I  thought  it  was  your  profession 
to  attend  the  sick,  not  the  sick  to  attend  you." 

"  You  are  an  impudent  fellow,"  answered  the 
apothecary,  "  to  suppose  I  should  walk  almost  a 
mile  to  bleed  a  man  for  sixpence,  or,  perhaps, 
for  nothing ;  but  go  about  your  business,  there  is 
a  barber  a  few  doors  farther,  that  will,  perhaps, 
suit  your  purpose ;  for  my  part  I  never  step  over 
the  threshold  to  let  blood  under  half  a  crown." 

'  Felix  paused,  then  fumbling  for  a  moment  in 
his  bosom,  pulled  out  a  dollar,  in  which  a  small 
hole  had  been  drilled,  and  a  piece  of  ribbon  drawn 
through.  "  Here,"  said  he,  "  I  have  no  money  but 
this ;  keep  it  till  to-morrow  night,  and  I  will  re- 
deem it,  if  the  sick  man  cannot  pay  you ;  for  he 
must  not  die  for  want  of  help.  I  have  then  my 
week's  hire  to  receive :  all  I  beg  is,  you  will  be 
careful  of  it."  As  he  spoke  he  held  out  the  dol- 
lar; but  the  apothecary,  doubtless  ashamed  to  be 
outdone  by  this  simple  child  of  nature,  putting 
back  his  offered  hand,  replied,  "  No ;" — and 
snatching  down  his  hat,  bade  Felix  lead  the  way. 

'  On  th^ir  arrival  at  the  spot  where  Mr.  Palmer 
still  sat  he  was  immediately  bled ;  and  in  half  an 
hour  so  greatly  relieved  as  to  be  able  to  walk 
home,  attended  by  the  apothecary  and  the  friend- 
ly Felix,  the  fonner  being  now  as  assiduous  as  he 
was  at  first  careless ;  for  though  we  were  in  rea- 
J%  very  much  reduced,  Palmer  had  still  an  ap- 
]    trance  of  respectability. 

2  b 
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*^Had  you  toIdTne,"  said  the  apothecary,  astbey 
were  helping  Palmer  home,  "  that  it  was  a  gentle- 
man who  was  taken  so  ill  in  the  fields,  I  should 
not  have  hesitated  a  moment ;  but  «bs  you  spoke, 
I  protest  I  thought  it  was  one  of  your  comrades/' 

"  I  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  tvith  Eiure^ 
pean  customs,  to  know  that  such  a  distinction 
was  necessary,"  replied  Felix,  dryly  ;  <*  but  yon 
may  depend  hereafter  I  will  not  fiail  to  remember 
it ;  and  every  man  that  wants  assistatice  shall  be 
by  me  styled  a  ^e»<fewa»." 

"Thou  art  an  odd  fellow,"  said  the  ap^tbe- 
cary ;  "  have  you  been  long  in  England  ?" 

**  Long  enough,"  replied  Felix,"  to  eoflvince 
me  of  the  erroneous  opinion  I  had  formed  tior  ^ 
first  forty  years  of  my  life  of  Englishmen,  whose 
hearts,  I  had  persuaded  myself,  were  lus  ^ood  as 
their  faces ;  but  have  learned  to  my  ooirt,  tfa»  only 
difference  between  many  of  them  and  ua-is,  we 
bear  the  black  without— they  within."  .  ^ 

*  Palmer,  in  spite  of  pain,  could  aot  suppress  a 
smile :  "  I  am  glad,"  said  he,  "  you  do  not  include 
allin  your  account,  as  it  seems  to  iniply^you:  hav^ 
met  some  few  who  deserve  approbation."     ^ 

"Approbation,"  replied  Felix,  "is  a  cold  word; 
I  could  almost  say  adoration :  but  it  is  past ; 
meteors  are  not  frequent,  nor  in  your  country 
subjects  of  worship-  I  indeed  knew  one  whose 
virtues  made  this  land  dear  to  me;  b<|t  he  is  gone 
to  heaven,  as  you  call  i*,  or  the  land  of  souls^  it  in 
the  same  thing ;  and  wh^re  even  n^roes  will  re- 
joice to  meet  him." 

*Thi»  discourse  brought  them  home^  and  was 
repeated  to  me  both  by  Palmer  apd  the  apothe- 
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cary,  tlie  lattar  declaring  it  had  made  an  impres- 
sion on  him  never  to  beefFax^ed,  and  which  would 
ob%e  him  henceforward  to  attend  sufferers  with- 
out questioning  their  pretensions  to  gentility. 
Palmer  was  much  better  in  the  evening :  at  whic^i 
time  Felix  did  not  fail  to  qome  and  inquire  aftegr 
him  with  great  respect. 

*  Recovered  from  my  first  alarm,  I  was  not  yet 
so  destitute  but  that  I  had  it  in  my  powei*  to  oflfer 
hip  some  small  compensation  for  his  trouble  anfi 
the  time  he  had  lost ;  but  declining  it>  he  drew 
back,  saying,  "  No,  Madam,  I  labour  for  hire  ;-^ 
I  have  not  laboured  for  yoiir  husband." 

"But  your -labour,"  said  I,  "is  not,  I  fear,  suf- 
ficient to  support  you  in  the  necessaries  of  lif«,: 
stranger  as  you  are,  you  cannot  be  supposed  to 
possess  ike  resources  of  a  native*" 
^^  InduiMry,  Madam,"  replied  he,  "  is  universally 
understood,  aitd  with  health  iuUy  adequate  tp 
sustain  the  wants  of  man.  It  procures  rae  bread, 
and  ^Qi»etimes  meat;  this  hsibit  to  shelter  m^ 
from  the  weather ;  and  at  night  a  place  of  rest 
for  my  wearied  limbs." 

'  I  put  my  money  back  into  my  pocket,  at  once 
humiliated  and  pleas^,  paying,  naa^tally,  "A 
diamond  is  equally  precious  whether  encl^ed  in 
a  casket  of  ebony  or  ivory." 

*  From  this  time  our  friendly  negro,  by  ray 
desire,  frequently  called,  and  was  ever  anfxious 

>  reader  us  a  number  of  little  services  that  he 
iought  we  might  feel  derogatory.  My  little 
oy,  who.  was  now  turned  of  two  years  old,  had 
Mkst  been  frightened  at  his  appearance;  but  by 
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the  gentleness  of  his  manners  had  grown  so  at- 
tached, that  he  never  failed  to  cry  after  him. 

*  Three  months  had  now  passed  since  we  knew 
Felix,  whom  I  frequently  determined  to  question 
respecting  his  former  life;  but  was  so  entirely 
pccupied  by  my  domestic  concerns,  and  the  still 
declining  health  of  Palmer,  that  it  was  ever  neg- 
lected ;  besides  the  name  ofmast^  ne^er  escaped 
him  unaccompanied  by  a  tear;  send  I  could  not 
bear  to  gratify  my  curio«ity  by  renewing  his  dis- 
tress, which  must  apparently  liavehreen  the  case; 
his  stay  too,  whenever  he  called^  wai»  short,  as  he 
constantly  laboured  in  the  fields  or  gardens  near 
Islington,  his  visits  being  merely,  as  his  con- 
duct shewed,  to  endeavour  to  do  us  semoes;  as 
fetching  me  coals,  cleaning  Palmer's  clothes,  or 
any  other  little  oflSce  he  could  devise ;  ev^*  re^ 
fusing  money;  at  most  accepting  the  reinainsof 
our  frugal  table,  and  a  dmu^t  of  beer. 

'  At  this  period  my  little  darling  was  seized  widi 
the  small-pox,  of  a  most  malignaoit  kind ;  alid  for 
three  weeks  my  heart  was  alternately  torn  with 
anguish,  or  revived  by  hope,  as  the  symptoms 
increased  or  abated.  Regardless  of  my  poverty, 
so  I  could  save  my  child,  I  spared  no  expence, 
employing  every  able  physician  I  heard  recom- 
mended ;  but  in  vain :  I  was  doomed  to  be  child- 
less, and  to  survive  those  ties  dearer  to  me  than 
life.' 

Mi's.  Palmer  ceased  for  a  moment,  and  per- 
ceiving Fanny  and  Agnes  wept,  she  said,  cro^dng 
her  own  eyes  with  her  handkerchief,  '  I  rejoice, 
Agnes,  at  this  proof  of  your  sensibility ;  It  is  a 
plain  demonstration  that  your  own  sorrow^  have 
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liot  selfishly  narrowed  your  heart,  as  they  yet 
leave  you  a  tear  to  bestow  on  others.' 

'  I  shkll  pass  over  the  death  of  my  son/  con- 
tinued Mrs.  Palmer,  'for  the  subject  even  yet  is 
painful ;  suffice  it  that  I  found  myself  itiot  even 
possessed  of  money  to  lay  his  beloTed  remains  de- 
cently in  the  earth;  all  our  little  valuable*  and 
linen  had  been  disposed  of;  the  watch  given  me 
by  my  uncle  alone  remained,  and  which  had  been 
preserved  merely  from  affection  to  the  giver.  My 
husband,  depressed  by  a  long  illness  on  the  loss  of 
his  son,  appeared  totally  to  sink  under  his  cala- 
mities, and  to  regard  every  thing  around  him 
with  an  insensibility  that  cruelly  alarmed  me.  To 
consult  him,  then,  in  this  dreadful  crisis  was  use- 
less, and  couW  answer  no  end  but  increasing  his 
distress.  To  apply  to  my  father  I  knew  would  be 
unavailing ;  nor  could  I  bear  the  thought  of  giving 
his  unworthy  wife  the  pleasure  of  triumphing  over 
my  misery.  Felix  had  been  daily  with  us  since 
the  child's  sickness,  and  in  spite  of  all  opposition, 
had  frequently  sat  up  with  him,  attending  him 
with  a  tenderness  that,  even  yoimg  as  he  was,  he 
was  sensible  of;  for  the  evening  before  he  died  he 
said,  as  he  held  Felix  by  the  hand,  "  Dear  papa 
and  mamma,  always  love  Felix,  for  he  lofes  me." 
But  I  wander  from  my  subject,  which  was  to  pass 
•the  child's  death,'  continued  she ;' but  the  fond 
partiality  of  a  parent  involuntarily  beguiled  me. 
Unable,  as  I  before  observed,  to  consult  Palmer, 
and  without  any  resource  but  the  watch  given  me 
by  my  uncle,  I  determined  to  part  with  it ;  and 
^for  that  purpose,  calling*  Felix  into  the  garden,  I 
disclosed  my  intention,  and  ask^ridif -he  could  take 
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it  to  London  and  sell  it  for  me,  as  I  really  myself 
was  unable.  Feluc  had  been  too  much  with  ub  to 
be  ignorant  that  we  laboured  under  difficulties, 
yet  seamed  distressed  at  this  proof  of  it ;  hnt  pro*- 
mised  implicitly  to  obey  me,  and  repair  to  a 
capital  watch-maker,  whom  I  spedfie^^  andT6^ 
turn  with  the  money  as  speedily  as  posi^le;  Tliis 
settled,  Felix  took  the  watch,  and  left  me  about 
nine  o'clock  in  the  mo^ni^g.  As  he  had  only  to  ^ 
to  Cheapside,  I  naturally  supposed  be  might  re^ 
turn  in  about  a  couple  of  hours ;  bf^tfive  had  passed 
without  his  appearance ;  and  I  began  to  be  fineasy. 
I  did  not  doubt  the  honesty  of  Felix>  but  dreaded 
£^Qme  accident  had  befallen  him ;  yet  did  ntotren^ 
twe  to  declare  my  fears  to  Palmer*  At  lenigtb  I 
heard  a  knock  at  the  door,  and  hastening  down  I 
met  Felix  in  the  passage ;  but  at  the  hous^*dooir 
disi^overed  a  man  apparently  waitmg.  Wishing 
io  speak  to  him  unheard^  I  i^epped  4nto  the  little 
parlour,  and  was  upon  the  point  of  questioiiiEilg 
km^  when  raising  my  eyes  to  his  face,  thk  aui- 
ma^ion  of  bis  featurei^  astonished  mer--**'*'Whl* 
has  happened,  Felix  1"  said  I,  "  surely  you -haV^ 
met  with  something  uncommonly  pleasing!"- 

''  Uncommonly  pleasing !"  repeated  he,  '^Oh! 
I  jBoa.too  happy :"  but  suddenly  appearitig  to  re- 
collect hiwself,  and  to  struggle  with  his  feelings^ 
"  The  man.  Madam,"  continued  he,  '*  that4$  the 
watch,  Madam,— the  gentleman  waits." 

**  For  Heaven's  sake  what  do.  you  ii^ean,  Felix?" 
replied  I;  "surely  yon  do  not  drink?— Tell' tt^, 
what  said  the  watch-toak^?'- 

**Say,  Madam,"  answered  he,  stppanently^o^t 
in  some  otheri8tibject>--''  Why,  he  Wesseil^God, 
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endeaYOuring  to  recall  hh  mistake,  he  added, 
"The  gentl^ififta limitB ;  do  let  me  call  him  in." 

'  Distressed  for  th«e  loss  of  my  child,  and  my 
heart  torn  Trith  ajagufsh  from  my  unhappy  situa- 
tkrnl,  I  refilled,  peevishly,  **  What  do  you  mean! 
wfe^t  geillleman?  ^here  is  the  watch  ?" 

^  Fclisc'  tlieh  gave  me  to  understand,  though  in 
Ifee  sMne  ifiw^oheri&nt  manner,  that  the  watch* 
mafcer  would  not  purchase  it  without  seeing  the 
owiier^  JLestit'#hotuld  be  dishonestly  obtamed ;  and 
had  sfiata  gentleman  with  him  for  that  purpo^. 
.  *Goftviii^ed  that  Felix  was  in  liquor,  I  advan^ 
ced  towards  the  door  to  call  in  the  stranger ;  but 
I^$rdle9^  of  complimeiftts^  he  rushed  before  me, 
sskying,  "  Walk  in,  Sir,  pray  walk  in.  Heaven 
bless  yott^" 

'  Tim  straiiger  imdiediately  entered  ;  he  was  a 
fioan  m  the;  decliae  of  life,  and  of  a  very  fespect^ 
abte^ppeafstnce^ 

^'  I  am  sorry,  Sir,"  «aid  I,  "  that  you  bavetakei^ 
Hie  tlfouble;^ .  the  watch  is  mine;  a  cruel  emergency 
obliges  me,  H^v«n  knows  how  unwilling,  to  part 
with  it*"  As  I  spoke  I  could  not  restrain  my 
fears  ;  nor  was  the  straager  unmoved. 

"  As  you  aj^ar,  Madam,  to  value  it  so  highly ,^^ 
replied  be,  **  pardon  me;  but  can  nothing  else 
Mpply  this  em^i^ency,  as  trinkets,  rings,  or  other 
female  decorations  1" 

/*  Alas  I  tbey  are  all  gone,"  cried  I,  weeping ; 
"  this  only  remains ;  it  was  the  gift  of  my  more 
&an  father ;  and  nothiii^  but  the  distress  of  the 
presetftt  mdment  could  fc^ee  me  to  part  with  it,  to 
lay  the  beloted  remain^  of  my  infant  in  the  earth. 


224  THE  FARMER  OF 

and  to  nourish  the  expiring  spark  of  life  that  re : 
mains  in  the  best  of  husbands." 

"And  what,  Madam,  do  you  ask  for  it?"  re- 
plied he,  turning  aside  his  bead. 

'*  Alas  !"  answered  I,  "  I  am  no  judge  ;  I  see 
you  feel  for  my  distress,  and  will  not,  I  am  sure, 
wrong  me :  I  am  willing  to  abide  by  your  decision." 

*  On  his  first  entrance  he  had  drawn  the  watch 
from  his  pocket,  and  laid  it  upon  the  table  that 
stood  between  us. 

"  Well,  then,"  said  he,  after  a  pause,  and  with 
increased  emotion,  "  I  think  thirty  pounds  is 
nearly  the  value;  it  has  apparently  been  carefully 
kept." 

'  His  offer  was  double  what  I  expected ;  for 
the  price  obtained  for  the  things  already  sold, 
scarcely  amounted  to  a  third  of  their  value. 

"  I  am  content,"  said  I,  weeping ;  and  taking 
it,  as  I  thought  for  the  last  time,  in  my  handt 
could  not  refrain  pressing  it  to  my  lips  :  "  Fare- 
well," cried  I,  "  last  token  of  the  best  beloved  of 
friends  !  Could  he  even  see  me  in  this  hour  of 
anguish,  I  should  obtain  his  pardon." 

"  Thouhast  it,  my  Anna— my  child," — exclaim- 
ed the  strauger,  clasping  me  in  hi^  arms ;  "  hence- 
forward doubly  endeared  by  thy  misfortunes." 

*  I  was  so  lost  in  astonishment,  that  I  had  not 
power  to  repulse  the  stranger  had  I  been  so  in- 
clined ;  but.  fixing  my  eyes  in  silence  on  him,  I 
eagerly  endeavoured  to  trace  the  person  of  my 
uncle  Walters,  but  in  vain ;  my  uncle  was  fair, 
lusty,  and  wore  a  brown  wig ;  while  this  stranger 
was  uncommonly  dark  complexioned,  thin,  and 
wore  his  own  hair,  which  was  as  white  as  flax. 
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"And  has  ten  years  totally  obliterated  thy 
uncle  Walters  from  thy  memory,  Anna  ?"  cried 
he :  "  Indeed,  I  believe  my  person  is  changed^ 
but  my  heart  is  still  the  same.'* 

My  pleasure  and  amazement  were  too  great, 
for  words !  I  threw  myself  on  his  neck,  arid  wept 
ia  silejice*  Felix,  who  had  withdrawn  as  soon  as 
my  uncle  entered,  had  in  the  mean  time  been 
,  with  Mr.  Palmer,  to  whom,  not  being  charged  to 
keep  silence  as  he  was  to  me,  he  had  disclosed  the 
happy  meeting  thkt  was  taking  place,  and  return- 
ed down  stairs  with  him  at  the  moment  I  was 
weeping  on  the  neck  of  iny  uncle. 

*  lo  a  few  moments  Mr.  Walters  seated  me  in  a* 
ch^ir,  and  affectionatelysaluted  my  husband,  tell- 
ing him  all  his  pecuniary  difficulties  were  over, 
aadto  look  forward  to  health  and  happiness. 

*  In  the  mean  time  the  behaviour  of  Felix  was 
sffl  far  from  calm,  and  tnight  have  alarmed  an 
itninformed  spectator  for  his  intellects  :  he  walk- 
ed round  his  master,  (for  Felix  was-  the  identical- 
slave  that  had  before  saved  his  life)  examined 
his  face,  touched  his  hair,  rubbed  his  own  hands 
in  an  ecstasy  of  joy,  and  finally  snatJching  up  my 
ancle's  hat,  that  lay  in  the  window,  kisiled  it  witili 
transport. 

^  Our  tumults  being  a  little  subsided,  my  uncle 
bestowed  a  tear  to  the  memory  of  ray  child ;  but 
peremptorily  insisted  that  all  th^  care  of  the 
funeral  should  centre  in  himsel^^  thtis  kindly  en- 
deavauring  to  spare  me  what  he  truly  surmised 
must  increase  my  sorrow. 

10  2f 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

*  A  FEW  days  after  the  remains  of  my  infant  were 
consigned  to  the  earth,  Mr.  Palmer  and  myself, 
at  the  express  desire  of  my  uncle,  removed  to  his 
house,  which  he  commanded  me  henceforth  to 
consider  as  my  own. 

*  The  first  emotions  of  grief  for  the  loss  of  my 
son,  and  the  joy  of  meeting  my  uncle,  were  no 
sooner  subsided,  than  mutual  inquiries  took  place 
of  all  that  had  befallen  us  during  a  ten  years 
separation. 

*  My  uncle  informed  us  that  he  had,  as  we  tinily 
heard,  been  cast  away,  on  his  return  from  India^ 
on  the  coast  of  CaflS^ria,  about  three  years  after 
he  left  England;  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
crew  had  perished  in  the  wreck,  twenty-four  only 
escaping,  twenty  of  whom  had  endeavoured  to 
explore  their  way  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but 
had  doubtless  perished  either  by  hunger  or  from 
the  natives,  as  they  had  never  reached  it.  For 
the  others,  two  were  my  uncle's  domestics,  and 
the  third,^  a  young  man,  his  clerk,  who  attended 
him  on  his  voyage ;  all  of  whom  determined  to 
share  his  fortunes  when  he  refused  to  accompany 
the  party  who  sought  the  Cape,  being  convinced 
it  was  impracticable  without  knowing  the  country ; 
and  a  store  of  provisions,  the  small  stock  they 
had  been  able  to  procure  from  the  wreck,  being 
soon  expended. 

'  The  inhabitants  of  the  coast  had  at  first  be- 
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haved  with  ferocity ;  but  finding  the  unhappy  in- 
traders  too  few  in  number  to  give  them  alarm, 
and  likewise  unarmed,  and  willing  to  part  with 
any  thing  they  possessed,  as  their  clothes,  watch- 
es, or  money,  (the  two  last-mentioned  of  which 
they  converted  into  ornaments)  they  soon  became 
familiarized,  and  supplied  them  with  milk,  rice, 
and  venison,  sufficient  for  their  support.  My 
uncle's  design  was,  if  possible,  to  gain  their  confi- 
dence suffici^itly  to  persuade  some,  who  were 
best  acquainted  with  the  country,  to  accompany 
them  to  one  of  the  Dutch  settlements ;  for  to  un- 
derlie to  walk  such  an  extensive  tract  of  land, 
penetrate  the  thick  forests,  cross  such  rapid  ri- 
vers, or  climb  the  almost  perpendicular  moun- 
tains, without  a  guide,  was  at  once  vain  and  im- 
practicable. None,  however,  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  settlement  had  ever  been  at  any  great  dis- 
tance fi;pm  home,  (as  they  informed  them  when 
they  began  to  comprehend  a  little  of  the  lan- 
guage), nor  would,  for  any  reward,  undertake 
such  a  journey.  Thus  circumstanced,  my  uncle 
thought  his  destination  fixed,  and  endeavoured  to 
comfort  his  companions. — With  the  approbation 
of  the  natives  they  erected  themselves  a  hut,  and 
surrounded  it  in  the  manner  of  the  CafFres,  with 
a  plantation  of  rice.  The  clerk,  who  was  a  youth, 
and  one  of  the  domestics,  who  was  likewise  young, 
by  infinite  perseverance,  learned  to  throw  the  as- 
sagay  with  so  much  skill,  that  it  not  only  procur- 
ed them  plenty  of  food,  but  raised  them  much  in 
the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants,  who  saw  them  with 
pleasure  give  into  their  customs,  and  adopt  their 
weapons. 
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*  in  this  manner  passed  three  years,  my  unde 
and  his  eldest  domestic  convinoed  they  should 
dram  their  last  breath  in  this  country ;  and  the 
younger  people  only  withheld  from  the  wild  un- 
dertaking of  exploring  their  way  to  the  Cape,  1^ 
aiRection  for  their  companions.  At  this  period 
two'brothers,  (natives)  who  had  been  made  prison- 
OTs  in  a  contest  with  some  neighbouring  nations 
returned,  after  five  years  absence,  the  greater  part 
of  which  time  they  had  resided  in  the  distant 
country  of  the  Auteniquas.  Travelling,  or  per- 
haps the  difficulties  they  had  endured,  had  «i- 
lai^ed  their  minds ;  for  they  treated  the  strangers 
with  more  humanity  than  any  of  their  compa- 
nions, and,  after  holding  various  discourses  with 
-tiiem,  as  they  now  perfectly  understood  the  lan- 
^nage,  said,  that  afiet^tion  for  their  faither  had 
^lone  induced  them  to  return,  being  much  better 
^pleased  with  die  inland  country  than  the  coast; 
and  that,  was  their  parent  no  more,  for  o.  iprop^ 
reward  tiiey  would  not^On^ple-to  risk  the  jour- 
ney; but  that,  durijig  his  lifo,  nothii^g  should 
tempt  them  to  forsake  him. 

^  This  discourse  again  revived  their  hopes,  for 
the  traveller's  father  was  very  old ,  and  infirm, 
w*hich  gave  them  daily  €x.pectations  of  their  wish- 
es being  soon  fulfilled ;  but,  to  their  great  disap- 
pointment, he  lingered  two  years.  He  was  no 
-sooner  dead  than  my  uncle  renewed  his  promises 
ctf  reward,  and,  in  short,  i»oon  obtained  wtet  be 
had  so  long  solicited,  they  agreeing  to  accompafi^ 
him  to  the  first  -Dutch  selitlement,  Wibeirebebad 
*no  doubt  but,  by  making  hdmself  known,  he  could 
obtain  credit  for  the  promised  reward,  which  w#s 
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toeiMssist  of  itoii,  tbrbftoces  ^and  otfaeriarticleatmik- 
«idered  by  them  as  pai:4acid.arly  desirable. 

^The  difficidties  tbey  ^enconirtered  dating  tUs 
journey  were  innumerable ;  and  wonld  have  h&stk 
impossible  for  them  to  stcppiortliiri:  for  the  re- 
mmces  i;i4iich  necessity  bsid  tsxtght  the  n^itives^ 
whose  ^tU  at  their*  wea^pons  constantly  |iroco]>ed 
ifood,  the  country  abomidii^  in  elks,  fee.  They 
were  JrUcewise  weM  versed  in  liie  necessary  pw^ 
icanticais  *o  secure  them  from  the  attacks  of  wfld 
heai^.  Some  days  they  could  not  adTance  more 
^an  four  or  irve  iff&es,  if^em  the  obstacles  they 
met  with,  as  thick  woods  and  steep  mnimnitaaBS^ 
at  other  timfes  were  detained  by  waiting  the  reflux 
of  ppotdtgioiis  rfvers,  which  Ihey  were  obliged  to 
-cross,  or  to  coast  along  the  hanks  at  the  expeait^ 
of  both  <tiiae  »iid  fati^ie.  At  leng&,  however, 
4hey  reached  a  Zhitch  settlement,  where  their 
appearance  caused  no  small  suipprise;  for  my 
uncle,  as  well  as  his  conq^anions,  wteve  naked, 
tiie  small  reimains  of  covering  the  natives  had 
left  them  ftnaving  been  so  long  worn  mA,  tiiot 
tb^  were  grown  pedectly  famUiaiiaied  to  the 
omission,  and  titeir  ^skins  changed  to  the  com- 
plexion -of  C^Oflptt". 
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'  Tae  Dutch  factor  TOcei^ed  them  wi&  tetera- 
hie  kindness ;  but  did  not  appear  wHling  to  «d^ 
vance  a  reward  my  Uncle  thought  uAeqm^  Hso 
the  sorvic^s  of  the  i^Jaffi^es ;  he  ti^erefore^  wttbOvt 
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much  difficulty,  persuaded  them  to  accompany 
him  to  the  Cape ;  and  after  some  stay  they  re- 
sumed their  journey,  and  to  their  great  satisBic- 
tion  at  length  reached  it. 

*  My  uiicle  was  well  acquainted  with  two  capi- 
tal merchants  there;  one,  to  his  great  disappoint- 
ment, he  found  was  dead ;  but  was  more  fortu- 
nate in  his  second  inquiry,  though  this  friend  at 
first  did  not  know  him  ;  but  after  some  few  pre- 
liminaries, acknowledged  and  readily  embraced 
him,  insisting  that  he  should  take  up  his  residence 
at  his  house,  and  draw  on  him  for  what  sums  he 
found  necessary. 

*  My  uncle  at  first  thought  to  write  to  England ; 
but  after  a  short  time  determined  to  surprise  his 
friends.  The  merchant's  offer  he  willingly  ac- 
cepted ;  his  first  care  being  to  reward  his  guides 
to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  wishes,  dismissing 
them  with  four  oxen  loaded  with  what  they 
thought  most  valuable. 

*  The  business  settled,  he  waited  for  a  home- 
ward-bound Indiaman,  and  at  length  embarked 
with  his  three  faithfiil  companions  for  Europe, 
which  he  reached  after  a  pleasant  voyage. 

*  On  his  first  landing  he  immediately  repaired  to 
my  father's ;  and  though  his  appearance  was  now 
very  respectable,  yet  the  change  his  person  had 
undei^one  rendered  him  perfectly  unknown :  he, 
however,  soon  made  himself  acknowledged,  and 
then  learned,  to  his  grief,  that  his  sister  Vas  dead, 
and  myself,  his  great  favourite,  married  to  a  worth- 
less man,  who  had  lately  become  a  bankru^,  and 
with  whom  I  was  now  withdrawn,  no  one  khew 
whither.    It  was  not  my  uncle's  custom  to  con- 
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demn unheard;  he  therefore  determmed,  if  pos- 
sible, to  see  me,  for  he  found  no  great  predilection 
for  my  father's  wife ;  and  even  declined  taking  up 
his  residence  with  them.  He  had  been  but  a 
fortnight  in  England  when  he  met  with  Felix ; 
and  had  already  advertised  three  times,  desiring 
me,  if  alive,  to  apply  to  his  attorney ;  or,  if  any 
one  could  give  intelligence  respecting  me,  offering 
a  reward.  This  kindness  had,  however,  been  fruit- 
less, for  we  never  saw  the  newspapers;  nor  did 
any  one,  since  our  last  removal,  know  where  to 
find  us,  as  we  wished  to  conceal  our  miseries  from 
the  world.  • 

*The  morning  my  uncle  fortunately  met  with 
Felix,  .  he  had  accidentally,  in  passing  along 
Cheapside,  recollected  that  he  wanted  a  watch; 
and  walking  into  a  shop,  the  man  had  showed  him 
several,  and  they  were  on  the  point  of  making 
an  agreement  when  Felix  entered.  My  uncle, 
recollected  him  at  once,  but  astonished  to  find 
him  in  England,  stood  for  a  moment  lost  iii  sur-^ 
prise,  and  seeing  him  offer  a  watch  for  sale,  de- 
termined, if  possible,  to  remain  undiscovered,  and 
wait  the  event ;  but  what  was  his  astonishment, 
on  taking  the  watch  fi'om  the  hand  of  the  shop- 
keeper, to  recognise  it  for  the  same  he  had  former- 
ly given  to  me !  "  How  came  you  by  this  watch, 
my  friend  T  said  my  uncle,  addressing  him  in  a 
kind  voice ;  "  it  appears  to  be  a  MToman's,  and  of 
some  value." 

*  Though  my  uncle's  person  had  totally  escaped 
the  notice  of  Felix,  yet  the  sound  of  his  voice 
startled  him,  and  viewing  him  for  a  moment  with 
fixed  attention^  he  auswered^  withdrawing  his  eyes 
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with  a  sigh,  ** Bless. your  voice,  it  ishke  nuisdcta 
my  headrt  L*^The  watch  is  not  mine,  but  a  lady's, 
who  must  sell  it  toi  pay  those'  rkes  which  yovir 
country's  custom  demands  before  the  body  of  h^ 
child  can  be  permitted  to  mingle  with  the  dust; 
to  hire  me&  who  assume  the  semblance  of  somroinc 
with  a  black  coat,  smd  pay  lor  a  peculiar  spot  of 
eaffth,  as  ii  all  on  which  the  sun  shines  was-  not 
equally  hallowed !" 

*^And  what  is  the  lady's  name?"  said  my 
uncle. 

"  Palmer,"  replied  Felix. 

*  My  uncle  made  no  reply ;  but  seating  himsdtf 
by  the  counter  remained  lost  i»  thought. 

''  And  what  da  you  ask  for  the  watch  ?"  said 
^tie  shof>«keeper,  addressing  Felix. 

"  She  leaves  it  to  yourself,"  returned  he ;  ^'she 
is  no  judge :  but  I  conjure  you,  by  the  God  yoa 
profess  to  serve,  consider  her  di8tress>  andrdoher 
justice; — ^a  dead  infant! — an  almost  dying  hus- 
band !— weigh  these  sorrows  ere  you  spea;k.  Ah  f 
had  you  seen  her  part  with  it,  you  could  have 
judged  of  its  vahfte.  It  was  the  giUt  of  my  best 
friend,  said  she ;  then  pressed  it  to  her  lips  and 
wept : — it  is  yet  dull  with  heit  tears  t" 

«'  I  will  kis»  them*  off,"  cried  my  imcle,  snatch* 
ixig  the  waj;ch.  '^  Ten  thousand  po«id^shall  nol 
purchase  it." 

^  The  shopkeeper  looked  astonished,  wMl&Fe> 
lix  again  fixed  his  eyes  attentively  on  the-  fece  of 
my  undo  with  visible  agitation. 

^'  Have  ten  years  hardship  and  grey  hau>s  mad0 
such  an  alteration,  Felix,"  said  my  uncte,  *<  that 
I  have,  lost  a  firiend  the  ^es^ver  of  my  lifer 
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*  Felix  gave  a  loud  cry,  and  fell  senseless  at 
bis  feet. 

*  By  the  care  of  the  master  of  the  shop  Felix 
was  soon  restored ;  but  his  effusions  were  ungo- 
vernable ;  he  could  neither  ask  nor  answer  ques* 
tions;  all  was  genuine  transport,  unmixed  with 
form  or  restraint,  and  spoke  the  unadulterated 
language  of  nature. 

*  At  length,  being  somewhat  calmer,  my  uncle 
informed  him,  that  he  suspected  the  owner  of  the 
watch  wad  his  niece ;  and  desired  to  know  how 
he  became  acquainted  with  me. 

*  Felix  disjointedly  related  what  he  knew; 
mixing  the  whole  with  encomiums  on  myself 
and  Mr*  Palmer ;  not  forgetting  a  tear  to  my 
litde  one. 

'  My  uncle  then  determined  to  accompany  him 
back ;  charging  him  to  say  nothing  of  what  had 
passed,  but  to  introduce  him  as  a  person  sent  to 
conclude  the  bargain  for  the  watch. 

'  Felix  certainly  obeyed  him  to  the  best  of  his 
power ;  but  nature  in  him  was  superior  to  art, 
and,  in  spite  of  all  his  endeavours,  could  hardly 
be  restrained. 

*  I  have  now  ittformed  you  how  my  uncle  and 
Felix  met ;  and  have  only  to  tell  you  that,  even 
when  surrounded  with  affluence,  I  was  to  feel 
yet  more  acutely  than  ever ;  for  in  three  months 
after  finding  my  uncle,  I  lost  my  beloved  hus- 
band ;  his  misfortun^i^  had  made  an  impression 
never  to  ba  erased^  and  which  totally  ruined  his 
healths  Bath  aiid  the  various  watering-pl^es  in 
^  kingdom  were  tried  in  vain ;  he  died  in  my 
arms,  oiie  of  his  hcmds  locked  in  that  of  my  unclei 
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fit  for  labour ;  his  son,  who  was  about  my  own 
age,  was  with  him,  and  looked  upon  me  with 
such  compassion,  that,  sensible  of  my  situation, 
I  could  not  avoid  saying,  "  If  I  must  be  a  slave,  I 
had  rather  be  so  to  you  than  any  other/'  I  was, 
however,  not  understood ;  my  melancholy  there- 
fore rather  interested  him  than  my  words;  for 
running  up  to  his  father,  he  pressed  him  so  warmly 
to  purchase  me,  that  he  at  length  consented.  The 
bargain  concluded,  I, was  ordered  to  follow  them 
home,  and  introduced  to  my  mistress,  who  was 
a  West  Indian  by  birth,  but  had  married  Mr. 
Walters,  who  was  an  Englishman,  when  on  a  visit 
in  that  country,  where  her  children  had  likewise 
both  been  bom.  Education  and  example  had 
rendered  Mrs.  Walters  harsh  and  unfeeling :  as 
she  was  so  to  her  husband  and  son,  you  may 
therefore  readily  suppose  the  slaves  were  not 
exempt.  I  know  not  whether  you  are  acquainted 
with  it,  but  it  is  the  custom  to  mark  the  newly- 
purchased  slaves  just  above  the  shoulders  with  the 
*  initials  of  their  owner's  name :  an  operation  that  is 
performed  by  heating  a  piece,  of  silver,  on  which 
the  letters  ai'e  engraven,  over  a  flame  of  spirits^ 
and  pressing  it  on  the  back.  This  ceremony  Mrs. 
Walters  always  performed  herself,  affirming,  that 
the  slaves  never  pressed  the  stamp  sufficiently  to 
make  the  letters  legible.  After  finding  number- 
less faults  (at  least  I  judged  so  by  her  actions  and 
countenance)  she  made  ready  to  give  me  the 
usual  mark,  which,  though  in  reality  no  more  thai 
a  common  bum,  appeared  doubly  horrid,  from 
the  preparation.  My  young  master,  who  was 
called  Henry,  was  not  present,  but  entered  at  the 


INGLEWOOD  FOREST.  293 

moment:  I  knew  not  then  what  he  said,  yet 
coald  plainly  understand  by  his  gestures  that  he 
was  pleading  for  me,  for  I  was  crying  bitterly 
from  the  mere  dread ;  but  I  afterwards  learned 
from  an  old  slave  who  was  present,  that  be  insisted 
to  his  mother,,  who,  in  spite  of  her  temper,  was 
extravagantly  fond  of  him,  that  his  father  had 
bought  me  for  him,  and  that  he  had  determined 
I  should  be  marked  with  his  initials  only.  A  short 
contention  ensued ;  but  my  young  master  got  the 
better,  and  bore  me  off  with  my  back  unmarked, — 
but  his  goodness  engraven  on  my  heart  in  far  more 
indelible  characters. 

*  From  this  time  I  can  truly  say  I  loved  him ;  I 
wished  to  learn  his  language,  to  express  my  grati- 
tude.    He  was  sensible  of  my  endeavours,   and 
would  frequently  condescend  to  teach  me  my 
letters ;  and  finding  I  was  not  dull,  persevered 
with  an  attention  uncommon  for  his  youth,  until 
I  could  write  to  make  myself  understood,  and 
read  passably  well.     By  this  time  I  was  about 
fourteen,  and  perfectly  understood  my  situation, 
which  1  considered  as  fixed  for  life,  yet  cannot 
say  the  thought  on  my  own  account  gave  me 
much  pain ;  so  true  it  is  that  kindness  and  huma- 
nity may  make  even  bondage  bearable.     About 
this  time  my  mistress,    who  was  extravagantly 
fond  of  china,  had  a  present  of  a  valuable  set  from 
England ;  and  which  was  placed  on  a  table  in  the 
loon.     One  day  that  my  master  and  mistress 
ere  gone  some  miles  on  a  visit,  Mr.  Henry  and 
yself  were  trying  who  could  leap  the  farthest  in 
e  same  apartment,  when  unfortunately  he  fell 
;ainst.the  table,   and  totally  demolished    the 
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trhole.  For  a  moment  our  fears  kept  us  silent: 
to  conceal  it  was  impossible ;  and  we  well  knew 
that  her  rage  would  exceed  all  bounds.  At 
length  we  agreed  to  retire  to  a  pavilion  in  the 
farthest  part  of  the  garden,  imtil  the  first  storm 
should  be  blown  over,  and  that  Mr.  Henry  should 
present  himself,  and  express  his  contrition.  We 
accordingly  went  thither :  I  could  not  but  see 
that  this  silly  accident  made  him  uneasy,  and 
racked  my  mind  how  to  exculpate  him  from  any 
share  of  the  blame.  At  length,  having  remained 
until  we  were  assured  my  mistress  must  have 
been  some  time  returned,  and  have  discovered  the 
mischief,  as  she  always  sat  in  the  saloon^  I  pro- 
posed that  I  should  repair  to  the  house,  and  dis- 
cover how  she  bore  the  loss :  if  with  calmness  I 
would  wait  for  him  at  home ;  but  if,  on  the  con- 

'  trary,  she  was  outrageous,  I  was  to  return  in  the 
course  of  an  hour,  and  let  him  know.  He  con- 
sented to  this  conditionally :  I  was,  as  the  secret 
Was  entirely  between  us,  not  to  confess  I  was 
even  present  when  it  happened,  but  to  say  my 
young  master  had  told  me  of  the  misfortune,  and 
was  under  great  concern  for  it. 

*This  plan  settled,  I  returned  home;  but  I 
know  no  terms  strong  enough  to  paint  the  confu- 
sion I  was  witness  to :  all  the  slaves  had  been 
called,  and  accused  with  the  mischief,  but  their 
innocence  alone  had  been  a  poor  defence ;  she  had 
buffeted  and  struck  then)  with  h^  own  ban 
Mr.  Walters  in  vain  endeavouring  to  pacify  ht 
I  entered  at  this  moment.    I  was  a  new  object 
screaming  with  passion,  she  exclaimed,  ^*  Itisthi 

,  young  villain  that  has  done  it ;  I  see  it  by  bis  face 
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I  will  have  him  flayed  alive."  Sammoning  all  my 
courage,  which  1  confess  was  inferior  to  the  love  I 
bore  Mr.  Henry,  (for  liad  not  the  latter  supported 
me  I  should  certainly  have  relinquished  my  pur- 
pose) I  replied,  If  I  have  done  it,  Madam,  I  am 
willing  to  pay  the  forfeiture/ 

"And  pay  it  you  shall,"  fiiriously  exclaimed 
she ;  and  without  further  question,  ordered  me  to 
be  taken  into  the  court  and  severely  whipped. 
Had  not  my  pride  supported  me  at  that  moment, 
I  know  not  what  might  have  happened;  but  the 
idea  of  showing  my  young  master  of  what  I  was 
capable  of  bearing  t6  screen  him  from  blame,  ren- 
dered me  equal  to  the  effort ;  and  I  accompanied 
the  men  who  were  to  punish  me,  without  resist- 
ance, tears,  or  entreaties ;  my  mistress,  with  an 
inhumanity  unbecoming  her  sex,  placing  herself 
at  a  window  to  see  her  commands  properly  obeyed. 
I  was  tied  to  a  post,  my  crime  proclaimed  aloud, 
my  back  uncovered,  and  the  scourge  raised  to 
strike,  when  Mr.  Henry  rushed  so  suddenly  be- 
tween myself  and  the  executioner,  that  he  could 
not  withhold  his  hand,  the  blow  fell  on  his 
shoulders,  and  dyed  his  cotton  waistcoat  (which, 
except  a  shirt,  was  his  only  covering)  with  blood. 
Distracted  at  the  sight,  I  cried  aloud,  and  strug- 
gling with  violence  broke  the  cord  that  held  me, 
covering  his  body  with  my  own ;  but  there  was 
P^  occasion,  the  man  who  inflicted  the  punish- 
1  nt  stood  aghast,  'vrithout  attempting  another 
«  oke,  my  mistress  at  the  same  time  making  the 
i  lonade  resound  with  her  screams? — "Strike,"- 
s  id  my  young  master,  "  I  alone  am  guilty ;  think 
;   u  I  will  see  another  punished  for  it?     If  the 
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paltry  china  must  have  a  Tictim,  let  it  be  me,  I 
am  the  offender;  and  if  blood  must  be  the  expia- 
tion, it  shall  be  mine," 

*The  behaviour  of  my  young  master  put  an 
entire  stop  to  the  business;  my  mistress  was 
shocked,  and  ordeiingmeto  my  work,  called  Mr. 
Henry  to  attend  her  to  her  chamber ;  where  see- 
ing her  weep  as  his  shoulder  was  bathed  with 
spuits,  he  said,  "Ah  !  Madam,  hereafter  remem- 
ber that  the  unhappy  men,  whom  fortune  has 
placed  at  your  command,  have  also  equal  feel- 
ing, and  perhaps  parents,  who  may  contemplate 
their  wounds  with  as  much  anguish  as  you  do 
mine !" 

^  Mr.  Henry,  almost  immediately  on  my  leavii^ 
him,  had  followed  me :.  he  feared  I  should  incur 
his  mother's  anger  for  only  bearing  the  news;  and 
throwing  off  all  fear,  generously  determined  to 
meet  the  storm  himsplf.  In  a  word,  he  arrived  in 
the  critical  moment  I  noticed,  saved  me  from  the 
stroke  of  the  whip,  and  wrote  a  fresh  obligation 
on  my  heart. 

*  The  favour  of  my  young  master  procured  me 
the  kindness  of  the  slaves ;  and  from  this  time 
until  I  was  near  twenty,  at  which  period  my 
master  and  mistress  were  unhappily  killed,  my 
situation  was  far  from  unpleasant. 

*  The  estates  adjoining  to  my  master's  were 
very  extensive,  and  belonging  to  two  gentlemen 
particularly  disliked;  the  Qne  employed  about 
two  hundred  negroes ;  and  the  other  a  yet  supe- 
rior number.  These  men,  from  repeated  pro- 
vocations, had  formed  the  design  of  rising  and 
revenging  themselves  on  their  persecutors,  and 
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accordingly  seizing  an  opportunity  which  they 
thought  favourable,   they  joined  and  executed 
tiieir  purpose,  killing  their  tyrants,  and  deluging ' 
the  estates  with  the  blood  of  their  oppressors. 

*  This  event  had  been  planned  by  the  slaves  of 
both  plantations,  and  who,  having  satiated  their 
vengeance  at  home,  hastened  to  the  estate  of  Mr. 
Walters,  which  they  reached  by  break  of  day, 
(and  whose  wife,  I  am  grieved  to  say,  was  parti- 
cularly disliked)  and,  removing  all  opposition, 
rushed  in,  and  sacrificed  both  her  and  her  too 
complying  husband  to  their  resentment. 

*My  young  master's  apartment  was  on  the 
other  side  the  yard,  and  I,  by  his  own  desire,  lay 
m  the  ante-chamber :  the  noise  awakened  us,  and 
hastening  to  the  window,  what  was  our  alarm  to 
see  the  carnage  that  had  taken  place?  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walters  dead,-^naked,  and  disfigured,  were 
carried  and  exposed  in  the  open  court,  together 
with  several  overseers,  whom  the  negroes  consi- 
dered as  their  oppressors.  The  sight  was  too 
much  for  an  affectionate  and  dutiful  son ;  he  fell 
on  the  ground  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  which, 
dearly  as  I  loved  him,  I  at  that  moment  thought 
happy.  After  hastening  to  fasten  the  doors  of  all 
the  outward  apartments,  I  returned  to  the  win- 
dow, where  I  had:  the  mortification  to  see  that 
many  of  our  own  slaves  had  joined  them;  and, 
though  not  absolutely  active,  were  at  least  passive 
in  the  mischief.  Throwing  up  the  window,  I  cried 
aloud  to  be  heard  ;  but  the  general  confusiob  for 
some  time  rendered  it  impossible.  "  Give  us  your 
young  master,"  cried  the  strange  slaves ;  "  we 
have  du^  up  the  root,   and  will  cut  down  the 
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branch."  With  these  words  they  advanced  to 
the  outward  door,  and  all  hope  nearly  forsook 
me,  when  calling  aloud  to  several  of  our  own 
people  by  name,  I  said,  **  Hear  me  but  a  moment, 
I  have  something  material  to  say ;  I  will  then 
throw  open  the  doors,  and  leave  you  to  act  as 
you  please."  I  have  already  said  I  was  fortu- 
nate enough  to  be  beloved  by  the  companions  of 
my  slavery,  and  the  presept  instance  proved  it ; 
for,  crying  aloud,  they  stayed  their  companions, 
and  entreated  I  might  be  heard,  saying  I  was 
their  countryman,  and  a  desirable  ally,  as  I  not 
only  understood  the  use  of  fire-arms,  but  could 
also  decipher  the  thoughts  of  Europeans,  as  they 
expressed  them  in  black  characters  on  white  pa- 
per, and  by  that  means  might  forewarn  them  of 
threatened  danger,  if  any  such  communication 
should  fall  into  their  hands.  Fortunately,  this 
reason  procured  a  short  cessation  from  violence, 
and  1  was  permitted  to  speak  ;  when  address- 
ing particularly  our  own  people^  who  were 
about  two  hundred,  I  said,  as  nearly  as  I  can 
recollect, — 

*'  Friends,  countrymen,  anid  fellow-sufferers,  it 
is  an  European  saying,  that  time  and  chance 
happeneth  to  all :  in  you  it  is  verified,  the  present 
time  is  yours,  and  your  enemies  are  crushed  be^ 
neath  your  feet.  But  may  not  hereafter  the  same 
chance  make  you  the  vanquished  ?  for  what  so 
variable  as  fortune?  not  even  the  moon  itself  is 
half  so  inconstant.  Then  may  not  they  redouble 
pur  hardships,  and  plead  for  excuse  that  we  set 
the  example  of  blood,  and  are  only  to  be  ruled 
with  a  rod  of  iron-    Their  powers  and  resources 
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ifiihis  island  are  nunxerous:  wh^t  are  purs?  A 
herd  of  naked,  unarmed  men,  whose  sol»  defence 
against  their  numerous  engines  of  death  is  bodiiy 
strength  and  undaunted  courage ;  poor  auxili^^ 
to  ward  off  the  thunder  of  their  cannon,  or  yet 
inore  certain  musket-shot.  You  have  been  cruelly 
oppressed,  I  confess  it ;  but  your  tyrants  have  paid 
the  forfeit ;  their  blood  rest  upon  their  heads.  To 
the  slayes  of  this  plantation  I  would  simply  direct 
i  question :  What  has  Henry  Walters  done?  If 
he  is  the  son  of  one  of  your  oppressors,  is  that  his 
JFault  ?  Is  he  to  suffer  for  the  errors  of  his  parents? 
Iiet  the  man  speak  whom  he  has  injured,  and  I 
here  pledge  my  truth  to  his,  to  yield  him  instantly 
to  his  powder.  It  is  not  you,  Peter ;  for  I  remem- 
ber he  saved  you,  at  the  expence  of  blows,  from 
his  mother  :— nor  is  it  you,  Caesar  ;  for  when  you 
were  ill  how  tenderly  did  he  visit  you,  supplyixig 
all  your  wants  unknown  to  the  family !  You, 
Juba,  I  tliink,  be  purchased  with  the  iponey 
given  him  to  expend  in  pleasure,  because  with 
your  former  master  you  were  harshly  treated  :  it 
is  not  therefore  you,  nor  yet  Stephen  there ;  for  I 
remember  when  his  wife  and  child  lay  dying  of 
the  small-pox,  though  he  had  never  had  that  in- 
fectious distemper,  he  came  to  see  them,  brought 
them  wine,  and  when  they  died  he  wept." 

'  I  here  paused  a  moment;  but  all  beiiig  silent 
I  resumed,  "  If  none  answer,  I  must  then  pre- 
i^ume  none  have  been  offended ; — why  then  do  ye 
seek  the  life  of  one  who  never  wronged  ye  ?  For 
me,  my  fiiends,  I  freely  declare,  my  own  safety 
}^  not  dearer  than  his.  Ingratitude  is  not  a  negro 
vice,  it  is  the  produce  of  colder  climates.  He  is  my 
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fiiend ;  his  shoulders  yet  bear  the  scar  of  the  whip 
that  would  otherwise  have  marked  mine;  pain 
witfc  him  was  not  to  be  put  in  competition  with 
truth ;  he  saved  me  at  the  expence  of  himself.  I 
have  no  more  to  say;  he  is  in  this  apartment;  vain 
would  be  our  straggles  against  a  multitude ;  we 
will  make  none :  I  will,  as  I  promised,  unbar  the 
doors,  and  if  your  hearts  will  let  you,  kill  the 
traest  friend  you  have  among  the  Christian  men, 
and  stab  the  bosom  who  would  willingly  bleed  to 
give  you  liberty  and  happiness;  for  I  will  not 
survive  him:  we  will  die  together/* 

*With  these  words  I  opened  the  doors;  my 
master,  who  had  recovered  the  first  shock,  ad- 
vanced to  meet  them,  presenting  his  breast,  and 
saying,  **  I  am  prepared,  strike/'  My  country- 
men,  at  these  words,  set  up  a  loud  cry,  exclaim- 
ing, **  Live,  white  msin ;  live  to  conquer  black 
man  by  humanity/* 

*  Soon  after  this  the  strangers  b^an  to  disperse, 
our  own  men  who  had  been  in  any  means  instru- 
mental to  the  mischief  accompanying  them,  the 
rest  hanging  their  heads  in  mournful  silence,  or 
falling  at  my  master's  feet,  and  entreating  his 
compression  and  pardon. 

*  My  master,  soon  after  this  event,  sailed  for 
England,  and  settled  there;  the  melancholy  scene 
that  had  passed  had  disgusted  him  with  Jamaica, 
he  therefore  sold  off  the  greater  part  of  his  posses- 
sions, reserving  only  one  small  plantation,  whose 
situation  he  was  particularly  fond  of. 

<  At  the  earnest  entreaty  of  the  negroes  he  made 
me  the  overseer ;  first  giving  me  my  liberty,  and 
investing  me  with  the  entire  command. 
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*  I  was  very  unwilling  to  be  left  behind ;  but 
my  dear  master  so  clearly  pointed  out  that  my 
stay  nearly  concerned  his  interest  and  the  quiet  of 
the  plantation,  that  I  consented.  For  twenty 
years  I  fulfilled  the  duty  he  enjoined  me  with 
great  satisfaction  to  him,  and  also  to  those  over 
irhom  he  had  given  me  command ;  and  if  I  have 
anything  in  the  world  to  boast  of,  it  is  that,  by 
mild  measures,  fifty  negroes  on  our  plantation  did 
as  much  labour  as  double  that  number  on  most 
others.  During  the  period  before  mentioned  I  had 
seen  my  master  four  times,  in  the  last  of  which  he 
informed  me  he  should,  in  the  year  following,  go  to 
Ipdia.  Alas !  you  know  the  event  of  that  voyage ; 
I  even  now  tremble  at  the  re<;ollection.  The  news 
of  his  being  cast  away,  I  can  truly  assure  you,  was^ 
smcerely  lamented  by  all  his  dependants ;  but  how 
much  more,  I  leave  you  to  judge,  was  their  sorrow 
increased,  when  the  year  ^ter  they  received  the 
dreadful  tidings  that  the  plantation  was  to  be  sold, 
and  the  labourers  disposed  of  to  the  best  bidder ! 
For  myself  I  was  ordered  to  England  to  render 
np  my  accounts.  With  a  heavy  heart  I  bade 
adieu  to  my  faithful  companions;  and  cm  my 
arrival  in  England  immediately  repaired  to  the 
house  of  my  master's  brother-in-law :  but  what  a 
difference  in  manners ! — Mr.  Sommerton  was  nar- 
row-minded and  avaricious ;  and  having  examined 
my  accounts,  which  he  found  perfectly  just,  he 
discharged  me  entirely  from  his  employ,  present- 
ing me  with  five  guineas  in  recompence  for  my 
services.  I  well  knew  my  master  had  a  niece ; 
but  what  had  I  to  expect  from  her,  when  her 
father  had  treated  me  so  inhumanly !  for  had  he 
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only  empowered  me  to  go  to  Jamaica,  many 
gentlemen  wonld  have  been  glad  to  employ  me. 
Thank  Heaven,  however,  he  did  not ;  for  by  that 
means  I  not  only  met  my  generons  mistress,  whom 
I  did  not  even  know  byname,  but  also  my  revered 
and  lamented  master. 

*  Stranger  in  England,  new  to  the  customs  and 
manners,  I  at  first  found  it  difficult  to  get  employ ; 
but  after  some  time  was  seldom  at  a  loss,  the 
gardeners  and  farmers  about  Islington  almost 
constantly  employing  me.  Here  it  wa»,  as  I  be- 
lieve you  are  informed,  that  I  first  met  with  Mr. 
iPalmer,  and  had  some  difficulty  to  persuade  an 
apothecary  to  walk  into  the  fields  to  bleed  him, 
and  which,  I  verily  believe,  he  would  not  havcf 
done,'  but  from  shame  of  my  ofifering  hhn  a  dollar 
to  keep  until  he  was  paid  for  his  trouble. — Alas  f 
nothing  but  the  distress  of  a  fellow-creature  could 
have  forced  me  to  make  the  offer,  for  the  dollar 
was  presented  Aie  by  Mr.  Walters  on  the  day  he 
rescued  me  from  being  marked  on  the  back ; 
since  which  period  i  had  ever  worn  it  in  my 
bosom,  having  drilled  a  hole,  and  fastened  it  to 
a  ribband  for  that  purpose. 

« When  I  met  my  long-lost  master  at  the  watch- 
maker's, his  person  was  so  altered,  that  it  totally 
escaped  my  recollection;  yet  the  sound  of  his 
voice  attracted  my  attention,  and  made  me  anxi- 
ously examme  his  features ;  which,  though  I  found 
exactly  formed  like  those  of  the  person  I  lament- 
ed, yet  the  difference  of  ten  years,  complexion, 
and  grey  hairs,  deadened  my  hopes,  until  he 
blessed  me  with  a  certainty,  by  calling  me  the 
preserver  of  his  life. 


1?' 
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*To  paint  my  joy  is  impossible;  let  it  suffice, 
that  I  confess  it  the  most  happy  day  I  ever  expe- 
rienced, save  one,  that  on  which  I  enjoyed  the 
pleasure  of  recalling  to  the  minds  of  my  country- 
men the  virtues  of  their  master.  Often  has  he 
flattered  me  by  naming  me  the  preserver  of  his 
life,  but  it  was  his  goodness  and  gratitude  alone 
that  gave  rise  to  the  idea.  His  virtues  alone  pre- 
served him ;  they  wanted  only  to  be  remembered, 
to  operate  in  their  full  force.' 

When  Felix  ceased  Mr.  Godwin  arose,  and 
stretching  out  his  hand,  said,  '  To  express  the 
sentiments  your  narrative  has  inspired  would,  I 
am  sure,  be  displeasing  to  you ;  I  can  therefore 
only  say,  that  for  the  time  I  have  to  live,  I  shall 
be  much  gratified  by  being  ranked  among  the 
number  of  your  friends.' 

Felix  took  the.  offered  hand,  pressed  it  to  his 
bosom,  and  expressed  his  gratitude. 

*Ah!'  said  Agnes  softly  to  Fanny,  'I  would 
compound  for  all  men's  faces  to  be  like  Felix's, 
to  make  them  equally  virtuous.' 

Fanny  too  expressed  the  satisfaction  the  narra- 
tive had  given  her,  after  which  the  conversation 
took  a  more  general  turn,  the  favourite  topic, 
however,  being  Mrs.  Palmer's  goodness,  number- 
less instances  of  which  Felix  repeated ;  and  among 
others  told  them,  that  not  only  Mrs.  Smith,  where 
ihey  now  were,  but  also  her  brother,  the  surgeon, 
were  totally  indebted  to  her  for  their  present  hap- 
piness, which  he  concluded  by  observing,  ihey 
were  perfectly  deserving  of. 

From  this  evening  Felix  rose  considerably  in 
the  opinion  of  the  family ;  Godwin  ever  assidu- 

11  2i 
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0U3ly  seeking  h\»  company,  and  frequ«[i%%c- 
giiiling  hiSt  Hove(Kw  for  an  hour  by  hk  canvert 
sation. 


CHAP-  XXVIII. 

At  l^igtii  the  hour  arrived  when  the  unhappy 
Agnes  was  to  feel  the  pang9  of  a  motbei? ;  her 
strength  before  exhausted,  and  her  S{)kit9' sunken, 
she  was  ill  able  to  bear  the  stcuggLe  of  nature, 
whiqh  was  long  and  dreadful,  bein@  at^nded  with 
repeated  faintings  and  returns  of  delirium,  that 
left  little  hopes  of  her  recovery,  should  she  even 
live  to  be  delivered.  The  kind  ajid  attentive 
Fanny,  almost  equally  agonized,  kept  close  to 
her  side,  praying,  whispering  comfort,  and  ratreat* 
ing  her  beloved  sister  to  suppont  her  spirits,  and 
forget  every  thing  but-^that  on  her  recovery 
depended  the  happiness  of  her  friends. 

At  length  the  practitioner,  who  was  particularly 
skilful,  delivered  her  of  a  living  daughter,  which 
he  gave  into  the  bauds  of  the  trembling  Fanny, 
who  pressing  it  to  her  bosom,  wept  aver  it  in 
agony,  Agnes  being  insensible  for  several  houis 
that  she  was  a  mother. 

When  the  child  was  presented  to  Mr.  G^dwiOf 
he  received  it  in  his  arms;  and  raising* his. eyes  to 
heaven,  exclaimed^  'May  the  blessing  of  an  old 
man,  offspring  of  aorix>w,.  hoviar  over  thee!  may 
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thou  neiner  feel  the  ingmtitude  of  ^  beloved  feOH,: 
nor  the  shame  of  a  deluded  daughter !  may  peace 
and  iniioceiice  attend  thy  steps !  and,  to  conclude, 
mey  thou  be  more  virtuous  than  thy  father,  and 
happier  than  thy  mother !'  As  he  ^ided  he  press- 
ed its  face  witli  his  lips ;  and  returned  it  to  Faniiyy 
who  laying  it  tenderly  to  sleep,  was  sot^n  after 
obliged  to  retire  to  her  own  bed,  which  was  ki 
the  same  room  with  that  of  her  sister. 

Agnes  slept  long  and  heavily  during  the  night 
after  her  ddivery;  but  the  effort  had  been  too 
much  for  Fanny,  who  grew  so  ill  that  Mrs.  Smith, 
who  sat  up  with  them,  thought  it  necessary  to  call 
in  the  medical  practitioner,  who  declared,  that  the 
emotion  and  fatigue  she  had  sustained  had  brought 
on  a  prematuk'e  labour ;  and  in  two  hours  delivered 
her  of  a  dead  child. 

Agnes  was  perfectly  collected  when  she  awoke, 
though  disturbed  by  the  general  confusion ;  and 
sensible  of  what  had  passed,  the  pangs  of  heir 
sist^  redoubled  her  own.  Weeping  over  her 
deeping  infant^  *Alas!  child  of  sorrow  and 
shame !'  cried  she,  *  thy  birth  has  cost  the  life  of 
toe  who  might  have  been  the  pride  of  its  parents^ 
and  produced  to  the  world  with  honour^  while 
thou,  unhappy  babe/  continiled  she,  *if  thou 
livest^  wilt  be  scorned  by  the  rigid  virtuous,  and 
pitied  by  the  gentle.  Ah !  may  the  satoe  hour 
that  closes  thy  unhapj^y  mother's  eyes^  close  ialso 
thitie !  and  in  my  bosom  thy  innocent  shame  be 
buried  with  my  weakness !' 

Faniiy,  who  was  d€i:^lared  in  no  danger  if  kept 
quiet,  ordered  her  bed  to  be  placed  close  to  that 
of  Agnes  ;  and  taking  the  infant  to  her  afibction- 
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ate  bosom,  soon  forgot  she  had  given  birth  to  a 
dead  child.    . 

Mr.  Godwin,  on  the  first  alarm,  had  sent  Felix 
to  Inglewood,  and  who  returned  the  next  day 
with  William  and  Mrs.  Palmer. 

William  at  once  felt  the  sorrow  of  a  dutiful  son, 
a  tender  brother,  and  an  affectionate  husband. 
His  father's  health  was  visibly  on  the  decline; 
Agnes  grew  daily  weaker ;  his  beloved  Fanny 
was  confined  to  her  bed ;  and  he  had  lost  the 
second  pledge  of  her  afiection.  Godwin  led  the 
way  into  the  apartment,  and  casting  his  eyes 
mournfully  around,  said,  in  a  low  voice,  *  Alas! 
Edwin,  couldst  thou  but  see  this  thy  work,  it 
surely  would  awaken  thee  to  repentance !' 

Mrs.  Palmer  drew  near  the  bed  of  Agnes,  and 
seeing  her  overcome  with  confusion,  took  her 
hand,  saying,  '  Banish  your  fears,  my  good  girl ; 
I  came  but  to  endeavour  to  speak  peace  to  your 
wounded  spirit.  I  have  long  learned  to  distin- 
guish between  guilt  and  weakness ;  yours  is  for- 
given by  your  earthly  father,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
by  your  heavenly  one.  Bear  up,  nor  sink  under 
calamity ;  your  life  is  dear  to  your  friends,  -and 
necessary  to  this  little  one;  endeavour  then  to 
overcome  the  unhappy  sensibility  that  destroys 
you,  and  live  to  fulfir  those  claims  which  fnend- 
ship  and  paternal  care  have. on  your  heart. 

*  It  will  not  be,'  replied  Agnes :  '  though  sensi- 
ble of  the  kindness  of  my  friends,  I  rejoice  that 
my  disinission  is  at  hand,  and  like  a  tired  travel- 
ler, look  forward  to  the  hour  of  rest.  For  the 
little  unfortunate  I  have  no  fears ;  if  it  survives  it 
will  not  miss  a  mother's  tenderness,'  looking  on 
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Fanny.    *  Would  you  believe  it/  continued  she, 

'she  gives   it  suck;   and,    although  a  child  of  / 

shame,  lulls  it  to  sleep  in  her  virtuous  bosom !' 

William,  who  was  leaning  over  the  bed  of  his 
wife,  dropped  a  tear  on  her  face,  and  pressing  her 
hand  to  his  lips,  said,  in  a  low  voice,  '  Oh !  Fanny, 
how  is  it  possible  you  can  love  Edwin's  brother?' 

*  Because  I  love  virtue,'  replied  Fanny,  warm- 
ly ;  ^  and  revere  her  in  William  Grodwin.' 

'One  thing  alone,'  continued  Agnes,  after  a 
long  pause,  during  which  no  one  broke  silence, 
'hangs  on  my  spirits :  My  unhappy  child,  should 
its  birth  transpire,  maybe  claimed  by  Edwin  ; — 
and  Edwin,  though  alas!  he  must  be  beloved 
until  my  heart  shall  cease  to  beat,  is  not  I  fear 
virtuous  enough  to  educate  a  daughter.  But  what 
is  education,  or  even  example !'  looking  at  Fan- 
ny ;  *  all  I  would,  therefore,  ask  is,  that,  as  she 
cannot  be  produced  at  the  Forest  without  divul- 
ging my  shame,  and  incurring  the  danger  I  dread, 
that  she  may  be  put  to  nurse  under  the  guidance 
of  Mrs.  Smith,  who  is  a  good  woman;  my  Fanny 
will  at  least  see  her  yearly,  or  perhaps  oftener; 
and  when  time  shall  have  obliterated  my  memory 
from  all  suspicion,  she  will  perhaps  condescend 
to  take  her  under  her  own  care,  and  at  a  proper 
age  tell  the  story  of  her  unhappy  mother,  but 
conceal  her  father;  for  Edwin's  child,  though 
unknown,  ought  to  respect  him.' 

Fanny  attempted  to  reply,  but  Mrs.  Palmer 
prevented  her,  by  saying,  '  Warmly  interested  for 
your  family,  from  the  first  moment  I  saw  you,  I 
flatter  myself  I  have  a  proposal  to  make,  which 
yet  may  be  more  agi'eeable.     Fanny  has  already 
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the  cares  of  a  mother;  and,  from  her  age,  thos^ 
claims  may  be  greatly  mcreased,  and  sufficii^t 
for  her  to  fulfil.  I  have  none  of  those  cares,  no 
fears  to  apprehend,  no  scandal  to  dread,  aad 
haye  frequently  wish^,  as  I  am  fond  of  children, 
for  one  whom  I  might  rear  from  its  infancy,  and 
be  witness  of  the  Rowing  virtues  I  would  endea- 
vour to  inculcate ;  for  if  I  failed,  at  least  my  heart 
should  exculpate  me.  I  propose  then  to  adopt 
this  little  stranger, — will  hire  a  nurse^*-^ take  her 
home  with  me  in  a  short  time, — guard  her  during 
my  life  with  care ;  and,  at  my  death,  place  her 
above  tihose  temptations  which  frequently  prove 
so  fatal  to  poverty.' 

'  Best  of  women !'  exclaimed  Godwin,  bending 
his  aged  knee^  ' accept  an  old  man's  thanks;  but 
that  God,  whose  precepts  you  follow,  can  alone 
requite  you.' 

Mrs^  Palmer  raised  him:  *  Speak,'  said  she, 
addressing  Agnes.     *  Do  you  approve  my  offer  V 

Agnes  clasped  her  hands^  but  cbuld  only  arti* 
culate  an  almost  incohen^t  blessing. 

*  I  know  not,'  said  Fanny,  '  whether  ^atitud^ 
should  compel  me  to  silence,  or  affection  force  me 
to  speak ;  but,  sure  of  favour  from  all,  affection 
for  once  shall  get  the  better.  From  the  hour  I 
found  my  little  one  was  dead,  I  formed  a  plati, 
which,  I  trusty  will  meet  the  approbation  of  all  \  it 
is  to  substitute  this  infant  for  my  own,  and  to  take 
it  home  as  such.  My  pregnancy,'  continued  she,  a 
slight  blush  crossing  her  cheek,  '  was  visible,  afid 
known  long  before  I  left  the  Forest ;  who  tiben 
Can  suspect  the  deception  ?  Surely  none.  The 
^^cret  will  rest  with  ourselves  and  Mrs. .  Smithj 
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whom  we  caa  trust.  To  jowt  proposal^  Madam/ 
added  Fanuy,  '  I  would  also  make  a  reply^  but 
am  unequal  to  the  task;,  to  refuse  your  generous 
aifer  would  be  to  be  unworthy  of  it ;  let  the  cares 
of  the  first  year  or  two  be  mine,  the  rest  will  more 
ig^corthily  fall  on  you,  and  may  she  live  to  prove 
her  gratitude!' 

Agnes  raised  her  eyes  to  heaven,  and,  after 
^ruggling  a  moment  with  her  emotion,  exclaim- 
ed, '  Mercifui  God  !  I  thiank  thee,  thou  forgivest 
me,,  w  hlemsigs  would  not  tbus  be  multiplied 
upon  ma  r 

Mifs*  Palmer  applauded  Fanny,  warmly  ^ying, 
^  Bi&  it  as.  youir  tendieniiess  has  best  devised,  most 
^icompbiry  of  sist^Sil  Toask  the  opinion  of  either 
y^ar  fathei^iU'-law  or  hi^band  would  be  super* 
dii0»9,  theiir  eyes,  sufficiently  speak  their  senti- 
ments ;  tlm  little  one  shall  be  baptized  here,  and 
on  your  return  acknowledged  your  child  and  my 
god-daughtec,  which  will,  in  some  measure^  ac- 
eoiuftt  for  her  hereafter  residing  witb  me.' 

The  preliminaries  thus  settled,  Mrs.  Palmer,  as 
Amines  appeai?ed  exhausted,  proposed  to  retire^ 
{^  WjOfti  accompanied  by  Coodwin  and  William ; 
the  first  in  silence  contemplating  on  fiie  arrange- 
ment that  had  taken  place  ;  and  the  latter  in  ex- 
ttltatioa,  which  he  could  not  suppress,  blessing 
the  hour  that  allied  him  to  Fanny. 

They  were  soon  after  joined  by  Bernard,  who 
bad  just  arrived,  anxious  to  see  his  daughters. 
He  wi»  mformed  of  all,  and  expressed  the  high- 
est sainfeK^taom  at  the  arrangement,  repeating  his 
un^R^Msbed  tfaaaaks  wth  a  sincerity  that  politeness 
eannot  always  boast  o£ 
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On  being  introduced  to  his  daughters,  he  scarce- 
ly knew  which  to  caress  most ;  and  was  not  a  little 
delighted  to  find  Agnes  better  than  he  had  dared 
to  hope,  the  return  of  her  senses  being  r^arded 
by  him  as  a  certain  symptom,  of  her  recovery; 
embracing  both  his  children,  kissing  the  infant, 
and  assuring  the  weeping  Agnes  it  was  as  dear  to 
him  as  herself. 

He  then  observed  that  the  absence  of  Godwin 
and  William  from  the  Forest  made  more  inquiries 
than  that  of  his  daughters,  and  pressed  them  to 
return  with  him  the  following  day,  observing,  with 
Mrs.  Palmer's  leave,  the  babe  might  be  baptized 
that  evening,  and  all  settled ;  that  when  be  reached 
home  he  should  grm  out  that  Fanny  had  mis- 
reckoned  her  time,  and  been  unexpectedly  de- 
livered; and  that  Agnes  was  somewhat  recoversdy 
and,  with  her  sister,  expected  to  return  speedily. 

*  Ah !  my  father,'  cried  Agnes,  *  I  shall,  indeed, 
speedily  return ;  but  never  more  shall  these  eyes 
behold  the  Forest  of  Inglewood.  Lay  me  by 
Mrs.  Godwin ;  living  she  would  not  have  despised 
me,  nor  have  forbidden  my  dust  to  be  mingled 
^th  hers.  Fanny,  my  beloved  Fanny,  shall  re- 
turn with  my  unhappy  babe  drawing  life  from  her 
bosom  ;  hers  shall  return  to  moulder  in  mine.' 

'  Why  wilt  say  so  V  said  Bernard,  '  thou  art 
better  I  am  sure,  and  do  not  make  thy  father  un*- 
happy  ;  all  will  yet  be  well.' 

Mrs.  Palmer  changed  the  discourse,  by  jgiving 
her  approbation  to  Bernard's  plan  of  immediately 
baptizing  the  child,  that  they  might  return^  at 
least  all  but  Godwin,  whom  Fanny  and  AgneiB* 
both  entreated  might  remain. 
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The  curate  of  a  neighbouring  village  was  then 
procured,  and  the  child,  by  Mrs.  Palmer's  express 
desire,  baptized  after  her,  Anna  Palmer,  and  truly 
registered  as  the  daughter  of  Edwin  Godwin  and 
Agnes  Bernard,— -the  generous  sponsor  first  taking 
the  clergyman  aside,  entrusting  him  with  the^un* 
happy  state  of  the  mother,  and  entreating  his 
secrecy ;  which  he  promised. 

The  ceremony  was  just  concluded  when  the 
medical  practitioner  entered,  and  pronounced 
Agnes  on  the  whole  better,  ^nd  Fanny  almost 
recovered  ;  entreated  both  might  be  kept  quiet, 
and  soon  after  took  his  leave. 

The  following  day  Bernard  and  William  de- 
parted for  the  Forest,  and  soon  after  Mrs-  Palmer; 
first  bidding  an  affectionate  adieu  to  the  sisters, 
and  promising  to  see  them  again  speedily. 


CHAP.  XXIX. 

Edwin,  as  before  observed,  had  determined  to 
get  leave  of  absence,  and  endeavour  to  develope 
all  that  was  passing  at  Inglewood;  he  had  no 
doubt  but  Fanny  had  revealed  to  his  father  the 
business  of  Harris ;  and  immediately  surmised 
that  the  health  of  Agnes  was  restored,  and  she  re- 
moved from  the  Forest,  to  be  out  of  his  power. 
Full  of  this  idea,  he  prepared  for  his  departure  ; 
neither  the  entreaties  of  his  wife  nor  yet  the 
11  2  k 
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Leicestershire  ;  and  partial,  even  in  her  last  mo- 
ments, to  the  unworthy  object  of  her  aJffectioB, 
had  requested  he  would  attend  her  remains:  all 
which  he  faithfully  promised,  and  as  truly  per- 
formed, 

During  Mrs,  Godwin's  illness  Edwin  had 
heard  twice  from  Harris,  but  nothing  satisfac- 
tory, except  that  it  was  reported  Agnes's  unhap- 
py malady  was  rather  decreased ;  and  that  she 
had  only  been  removed  for  a  change  of  air. 

PosseiSsed  of  this  intelligence  he  attended,  his 
wife's  ftmeral,  which  was  no  sooner  over  than  he 
returned  post  to  London,  determined  to  settle  his 
affairs  with  all  possible  dispatch,  repair  to  Ingle- 
wood,  procure  his  pardon,  abjure  his  errors,  and 
wed  Agnes  as  soon  as  her  consent  and  decency 
would  allow. 

He  felt  the  influence  wealth  had  on  his  own 
heart,  and  doubted  not  but  it  must  also  have 
some  on  that  of  Agnes  ;  and  therefore  determinr 
ed,  on  what  he  thought  a  master-stroke,  to  silence 
all  reproaches.  This  was  no  .other  than  causing 
a  deed  to  be  properly  executed,  by  which  he  en- 
dowed her  on  their  marriage  with  the  entirecom-* 
mand  and  disposal  of  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
pounds,  which  wai»  more  than  the,  half  of  his  pro- 
perty ;  and  that  he  thought  a  full  compensation 
for  past  jerrorrs,  ai^  what  must  effectually  isileace 
all  present  objections. 

Thus  prepared,  be  determined  to  depart  and 
join  his  servant  at  Jenkins's,  make  every  neces- 
sary inquiry,  then  act  accordingly ;  but  tiie  men- 
ing  previous  to  his  journey  received  the  following 
letter  from  Harris : — 
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'  Sir, 

*  I  have  been  indefatigable  in  the  business  in  which  you  em- 
ployed me;  and  hope  this  time  to  retrieve  my  error  at  Ingle- 
wood.  All  my  inquiries  to  discover  the  retreat  of  the  sisters 
were  fruitless  until  yesterday  morning,  when  I  saw  a  chaise 
pass  the  inn  full  speed,  followed  by  your  brother,  and  soon 
after  by  the  negro  whom  Jenkins  mentioned.  I  lost  no  time; 
but  mounting  my  horse,  kept  them  in  view  the  whole  day;  and 
towards  evening  saw  them  stop  at  a  small  house  near  Rich- 
mond, where  your  brother  handed  out  a  lady,  and  dismissed 
the  chaise. 

•  As  this  plainly  proved  it  the  place  of  their  destination,  I 
rode  into  the  town,  entered  an  inn,  and  having  ordered  supper, 
asked  several  questions,  and  among  others,  describing  the 
house  and  pretending  to  admire  the  situation,  inquired  to 
whom  it  belonged.  The  waiter  replied,  it  was  originally  pur- 
chased by  a  lady  of  great  fortune ;  but  who  was  supposed  to 
have  given  it  to  a  Mrs.  Smith,  the  widow  of  a  sea-oflicer,  and 
sister  of  a  surgeon  in  the  town,  whose  name  having  inquired, 
I  ceased  my  questions,  fearful  oif  incurring  suspicion.  The 
next  morning  being  for  your  service,  Sir,  conveniently  seized 
wilfe  a  bilious  complaint,  I  walked  to  the  doctor's  to  procure 
a  medicine,  or  rather  intelligence ;  but  found  the  principal  was 
engaged  with  his  patients,  and  a  deputy,  exactly  suited  to  my 
wishes,  left  in  care  of  the  shop. 

*  After  drinking  one  of  his  infernal  potions,  which  nothing 

but  my  respect  to  you.  Sir,  could  have  made  me  swallow,  I 

iT^ired,  entreating  he  would  call  on  me  at  my  inn  in  half  an 

I  lM>ur;   as   I  assured   him   my  disorder  sometimes  increased 

very  suddenly,    and    required    immediate   assistance.      The 

fellow  was  punctual;  but  being  quite  recovered  by  the  first 

salutary  draught,  I  generously,  Sir,  as  I  knew  you  would 

approve,  presented  him  with  a  eoaple.  of  guineas  for  himself, 

and  called  for  a  bottle  of  wine.    In  short.  Sir,  the  money  and 

my  elocution  charmed  him ;  and  the  wine  warming  his  heart, 

he  grew  communicative,  and  before  we  had  fitilshed  the  second 

bottle,  perfectly  understood  each  other ;  he*  answering  my 

questions  as  readily  as  I  aisked  them.    Hia  master;   he  said, 

was  a  close  old  fellow,  whom  it  would  he  U9eless  to  interro- 
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gate  ;  and  that  for  his  own  part  he  knew  little  of  th^e  ladies 
at  Mrs.  Smith's,  except  that  one  had  just  recovered  froq^  a 
melancholy  state  of  insanity^  but  was  supposed  in  the  la^t 
stage  of  a  consumption ;  yet,  on  the  whole,  she  was^  he  heard 
his  master  say  the  evening  before,  better  than  he  had  seen  her. 
Not  beine;  able  to  procuj-e  more  satisfactory  information,  1 
dismissed  liim,  having  first  finished  another  bottle,  and  ob- 
tained his  promise  of  calling  on  me  again  in  the  evening.  I 
was,  however,  m^ch  vexed  and  disappointed^  for  he  returned 
in  an  hour  miserably  drun)^ ;  and,  wi]th  a  melancholy  face, 
informed  me  his  employer  had  discharged  him  in  conse<]|uenQe 
pf  his  being  in  liquor. 

'*  Sincerely  vexed  at  this,  I  entreated  him  to  go  back,  and 
endeavour  to  make .  his  peace ;  but  he  assured  me  his  master 
was  so  obstinate  a  dog  it  would  be  of  no  av^il ;  npr  did  he, 
as  he  said,  much  care,  as  he  had  long  purpos^  t;o  go  to 
London.  Thus  obliged  to  acquiesce,  I  bade  him  farewell,  aad 
^at  down  to  give  you  this  mformation>  waiting  your  orders  at 
the  Angel  Inn  in  this  town,  and  not  venturing  n^ar  Mrs. 
Smith's,  lest  I  should  be  discovered  by  your  brother*s  wif«^, 
and  give  suspicion.  Waiting  your  answer  with  impatience^ 
•  1  am.  Sir, 

*  Your  humble  servant, 

'  Edward  Harris/ 


Edwin  had  no  sooner  read  this  letter^  tikm 
inst^oitly  ordering  a  post-^chaise  a^d  four,  h^.d^' 
parted,  travelling  4ay  and  night  until  he  had 
reached  Richmond,  rejoicing  at  the  intelligence 
that  Agnes's  senses  were  restored;  and  never 
;  doubting  but,  as  h^r  malady  j>i;ac^e4ac|i  fijw^ivbi^ 
fisilsehaod,  his  retura^  ready  4a  espQo&e  iioc  Mbmf 
terms,  would  remove  it. 

At  first  he  thought  of  writing  to  his  father  or 
Agnes ;  but  sooja  relinquished  that  project,  s^y- 
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ing,  ash'e  considered  on  the  subject,  *  No,  no, 
a  personal  interview,  and  that  unexpected,  will 
be  most  decisive  for. me;  a  letter  would  be 
only  productive  of  a consultation^in  which  oold 
prud^ice  would  be  predominant,  and  our  meirt* 
ing  protracted  ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  if  I  take 
them  unprepared,  on  my  knees  entreat  to  be 
heard,  plead  for  pardon,  and  promise  never 
more  to  err,  nature  will  at  once  incline  niy  fa* 
ther  to  pity,  and  love  force  my  Agnes  to  forgive, 
and  once  more  receive  my  vows, — vows  which 
I  fa^iceforward  mean  to  hold  sacred ;  for  where 
can  I  find  such  another  angel? — Methinks  I 
already  feel  the  exultation  I  shall  experience  on 
presenting  her  to  the  world — she  universally  ad* 
mired -^myself  universally  envied :  thus  at  once 
gratifying  both  my  pride  and  love. 

The  ill  state  of  health  of  Agnes  would  now  and 
then  intrude ;  but  elated  with  the  flattering  pic- 
ture ardent  fancy  had  painted,  he  endeavoured  to 
cast  off  all  uneasy  reflections,  and  think  alone  df 
the  plearare  that  awaited  him. 

On  his  arrival  at  Richmond  he  ordered  the 
bost-boy  to  the  inn  Harris  had  mentioned,  and 
fomd  ham  wmting  for  either  a  letter  or  his  arri- 
val;  he  (ioiild  however  inform  him  nothing  far- 
ther tlian  what  he  liefore  knew,  except  that  he 
beteeveii'  there  were  none  of  the  male  part  of  the 
hkf^es^^od  family  at  Mrs.  Smith's,  as  William 
(ind  B€9mard  had  paired  him  on  horseback  on 
the  high  road  the  afternoon  he  wrote  the  letter 
irhidk  brought  Edwin  with  sdeh  dpeed ;  and 
wbo  anrived  ttt  Richmond  the  seventh  day  afttt- 
Agnes's  delivery. 
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This  news  was  not  unpleasing  to  Edwin;  he 
filtered  himself  he  should  be  more  successful  by 
taking  Agnes  alone,  or  at  least  only  supported  by 
Fanny ;  and  therefore  regardless  of  fatigue,  he 
determined  to  lose  no  time,  but  visit  them  that 
very  evening. 

Hanis  would  have  dissuaded  him  from  this  step 
as  it  was  late,  and  he  apparently  much  tired ;  but 
in  vain  ;  he  ordered  him  to  show  him  the  house, 
which  beforfe  they  reached  it  was  nine  o'clock, 
and  the  night  completely  dark. 

Arrived  at  the  gate,  Edwin  dismissed  his  ser- 
vant, and  entered  the  court  before  the  door.  An 
unusual  tremor  seized  him  as  he  raised  his  hand 
to  pull  the  bell ;  and  withdrawing  it  without  the 
effort,  he  paused  a  moment  to  reflect  and  recover 
his  emotion :  *  Why  do  I  tremble  thus?'  said  he. 
*  What  have  I  so  much  to  dread,  or  whose  frowns 
need  I  fear?  An  hour's  anger  will  be- the  most 
of  the  business,  or  a  few  reproaches,  which  I  shall 
long  to  silence  while  uttered  from  the  beautiful 
lips  of  my  Agnes :  away  then  with  this  childish 
folly  ;  I  am  determined  to  conquer  and  triumph 
over  every  difficulty.' 

During  this  soliloquy  he  was  walking  vovfid 
the  house,  the  garden  of  which  joined  the  fore- 
court, and  completely  surrounded  the  dwelling. 

In  the  back  front  was  a  door ;  and  what  gave 
no  small  pleasure,  it  was  half  open.  Determined, 
if  possible,  to  discover  whom  he  had  to  expect  to 
meet  with,  he  cautiously  entered,  and.  for  a  mo- 
ment stood  still  to  listen ;  but  all  was  dark  and 
quiet,  except  on  one  side,  in  a  parlour  fronting 
the  garden,  where  he  perceived  a  light  uilder  the 
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door.  Emboldeaed  by  the  solitude  around  he 
advanced^  and  lent  an  attentive  ear;  but  no 
sound  reached  it.  His  eye  was  next  applied  to 
th§  key- hole  ;  but  the  apartment  was  apparently 
deserted,  though  he  could  not  see  to  the  farther 
end;  but  plainly  perceived  two  large  candles 
burning  on  a  table  in  the  centre.  At  that  mo- 
ment he  heard  a  walking  over  head,  and  was  on 
the  point  of  retiring  hastily  ;  but  again  all  was 
still,  and  he  r^ained  his  post. 

He  BOW  repented  that  he  had  not  written  first 
to  Agnes,  to  inform  her  of  all  that  had  passed,—- 
his  contrition  and  injtention  ;— but  it  was  too  late. 
*  Yet,'  continued  he,  after  a  pause,  *  as  I  am  so 
ridiculously  weak  to-night,  I  am  half  inclined  to 
retire,  first  leaving  on  the  table  in  this  apartment 
the  deed  which  makes  the  greater  part  of  my 
fortune  over  to  Agnes :  I  have  it  in  my  pocket. 
It  will  show  her  I  am  free  to  offer  her  'my  heart, 
atfd  prepare  her  for  my  reception  to-morrow.  It 
is  sealed  and  directed ;  so  there  can  be  no  danger 
of  leaving  it ;  or  should  it  by  any  means  fall 
into  other  hands,  it  would  be  useless. — Fortunate 
thought !  it  will  save  me  a  world  of  explanations, 
nof'can  she  be  insensible*  to  it.  I  am  to-night 
overpowered  Avith  fatigue,  and  shall  to-morrow 
ui^e  my  suit  with  redoubled  ardour.' 

Thus  resolved,  he  opened  the  door  with  cau- 
tion ;  and,  convinced  the  apartment  was  empty, 
advanced;  but  a  scene  at  bhcie  presented,  that 
struck  him  viith  astonishment  and  horror ;  for  on 
the  side  of  the  room  he  had  not  before  seen  stood 
on  tressles  a  coffin,  simply  decorated  with  the 
^''"'al  ensignias  of  death.  A  cold  sweat  bedewed 
2  L 
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his  forehead,  his  knees  knocked  together,  and  for 
some  moments  his  feet  seemed  rooted  to  the 
ground. 

At  length,  '  What  business  had  I  here  V  ex- 
claimed he;  'yet  what  is  this  to  me? — Cannot 
people  die  without  causing  me  this  alarm?  I 
blush  at  my  folly  to  be  thus  startled  at  the  sight 
of  a  mere  wooden  case.  Yet,  merciful  God! 
should  it  contain  my  father,  for  he  Vas  said  to 
be  ill!  but,  fool  that  I  am,  he  is  doubtless  at 
Inglewood.  Distraction,'  continued  he,  viewing 
the  coffin,  without  approaching  it ;  *  I  can  bear 
no  more !  Away  foolish  fear :  I  will  be  satisfied, 
whatever  be  the  consequence.' 

With  these  words  he  approached,  and,  with  a 
forced  courage,  snatched  one  of  the  candles  from 
the  table^  and  advanced  towards  the  object  of  his 
terror,  twice  raising  his  hand  before  he  could  find 
strength  to  remove  the  lid ;  which  at  length  push- 
ing aside,  regardless  of  the  inscription,  he  dis- 
covered, in  the  calm  sleep  of  death,  the  beautiful 
and  once  blooming  Agnes,  with  an  infant  on  her 
bosom. 


CHAP.  XXX. 

finwiK  gave  a  cry  of  horror,— his  strength  for- 
sook him, — the  candle  dropped  from  his  enervated 
hand,—  and  he  fell  senseless  on  the  ground  by  the 
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side  of  the  coffin.  The  noise  alarmed  the  house ; 
and  Godwin,  leaving  Mrs.  Smith  with  Fanny, 
ran  towards  the  apartment,  being  joined  on  the 
stairs  by  Felix,  who  had  heard  the  noise,  and  who 
was  also  hastening  to  learn  the  cause.  Though 
astonished  on  their  jfirst  entering  the  room  to  find 
a  man  extended,  in  all  appearance  lifeless,  on  the 
floor,  yet  that  sensation  was  speedily  banished  by 
humanity;  curiosity,  and  every  other  idea,  giving 
way  to  the  situation  of  the  intruder. 

Edwin  was  in  deep  mourning,  and  had  fallen 
on  his  face ;  which  circumstance,  added  to  his 
dpess,  totally  concealed  him  from  the  knowledge 
of  his  father.  Felix,  most  alert,  ran  to  raise  him, 
and  turning  him  from  the  position  in  which  he 
had  fallen,  at  once  discovered  to  Godwin  the  face 
of  his  guilty  son.  'E^ecr^ble  murderer!'  ex- 
claimed the  old  man,  withdrawing  the  hand  he 
had  stretched  out  to  assist  him,  as  if  it  had  touched 
a  serpent ; '  dost  thou  persecute  her  even  in  death  V 

By  the  application  of  water  to  his  temples, 
and  the  care  of  Felix,  Edwin  began  to  recover, 
'  Cease  your  attention,'  continijed  Godwin,  gazing 
on  him  with  a  countenance  impressed  with  min- 
gled grief  and  resentment ;  *  let  him  die,  lest  he 
live  to  commit  more  crimes,  and  swell  the  ac- 
count beyond  the  reach  of  mercy.' 

Edwin  slowly  revived ;  and  though  neither  fear 
nor  superstition  had  any  share  in  his  character, 
yet  his  eyes  first  fixing  oii  the  figure  of  Felij/  bend- 
ing over  him  (so  powerful  was  the  sense  of  guilt) 
that,  striving  to  disengage  himself,  he  exclaimed, 
shuddering  with  hoiTor,  '  Merciful  God !  what 
irt  thou  V     His  eyes  at  that  moment  met  those  of 
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his  father,  and  the  emotion  occasioned  hy  the 
person  of  Felix,  as  the  lesser  evil,  instantly 
vanished,  and  hiding  his  face  on  his  shoulder,  he 
cried,  *  Hide  me, — save  me, — my  fatheir's  pre- 
sence is  too  much, — all  else  I  can  bear.' 

*  Unhappy,  guilty  wretch !'  exclaimed  Godwin: 
''if  you  shrink  thus  from  my  sight,  how  will  yop 
meet  that  of  a  justly  ojffended  God,  from  whom 
neither  your  crimes  or  murders  are  hidden  ?  The 
longest  life  spent  in  contrition  and  penitence  can 
scarcely  atone  for  parricide,  perjury,  the  Violation 
of  innocence,  and  the  fell  consequences  of  your 
depravity,  the  death  of  one  whose  only  fault  was 

•her  misplaced  tenderness;  and,  finally,  that  of 
an  unhappy  babe  doomed  even  in  its  mothers 
woinb  to  fall  a  victim  to  your  offences!  Can 
Such  deeds,  Edwin,  hope  for  mercy  ?  If  they 
can,  delay  not,  but  repent;  and  with  a  sincere 
contrition  seek  for  pardon/ 

*  I  dare  not  hope  nor  ask  it,'  answered  Edwin ; 
^  I  am  forsaken  of  God,  and  ere  this  you  must 
have  cursed  the  day  in  which  I  received  my  being.' 

*  Alas !'  replied  Godwin,  *  in  an  unhappy  hour 
of  distraction,  I  indeed  did  more,  I  cursed  thysdif : 
but  what  is  my  curse  ?  Seek  to  deprecate  that  of 
Heaven.  Guilty  as  you  were,  the  mild  angel 
most  injured,  forgave,  and  even  with  her  last 
breath  entreated  pardon  for  thee !' 

•Enough,'  cried  Edwin,  *it  is  coi^plete^  my 
own  curse  is  fallen  on  my  devoted  head  ;  repent^ 
ance  and  contrition  are  vain.  Can  they  recall  the 
past,— reinstate  me  in  innocence  and  your  affec- 
tion,— bring  back  my  mother  from  the  grave,  or 
awaken  Agnes  and  her  infant  to  life?' 
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^ Her  hyuntr  replied  Godwin;  bat  instantly 
recollecting  himself,  and  giving  into  Edwin's  mis-^ 
take,  he  added,  *  Thank  Heaven  h^r  infant  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  its  inhuman  father!' 

*  Oh,  God  !*  cried  Edwin,  in  an  agony  of  grief, 
as  he  gazed  on  their  lifeless  forms,  *  could  I  have 
suspected  this ! — a  child ! — Oh !  Agnes — Agnes--* 
what  must  have  been  thy  sorrows  1  This  babe, 
that  might  have  been  a  pledge  of  love  between 
us,  is  but  afresh  weight  to  plunge  me  yet  deeper 
in  perdition !  Oh !  had  she  but  lived  to  hear  my 
penitepce,  to  know  my  sorrow ;  or  had  even  the 
infant  been  spared,  that  I  might  repair  to  it  the 
wrqngs  done  to  its  unhappy  mother !  But  it  seems 
as  if  all  the  avenues  of  mercy  were  closed  against 
me.  Yes,  I  feel  the  hand  of  Heaven  is  upon  me, 
and  to  struggle  with  my  fate  is  vain  L  You  weep, 
my  father ;  but  Vhat  do  I  say  !  I  have  no  father, 
— no  brother, — lam  alone,— cursed  even  in  exist- 
ence !  Could  tears  of  blood  obliterate  my  offen- 
ces—yet what  would  they  avail !  Oh !  that  Jook 
of  innocence/  his  face  falling  on  the  bosom  of 
Agnes,  *will  sentence  me  to  everlasting  perdition  T 

The  distress  of  Godwin  was  too  powerful  to  be 
expressed  in  words ;  he  leaned  against  the  foot  of 
the  coflBn,  and  appeared  ready  to  sink  on  th6 
iPoor  from  the  violence  of  his  emotion. 

*  You  have  called  me  your  friend,'  said  Felix, 
addressing  Godwin;  *at  this  time  permit  me  to 
use  the  influence  of  one.  Withdraw  from  thi* 
«cene ;  consider  the  situation  of  your  daughter- 
in-law,  and  the  anxiety  she  is  now  labouring 
under.' 

With  these  words  Felix  gently  took  the  arm  of 
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Godwin,  who  made  no  reply,  and  led  him  from 
the  sight  of  Edwin's  unavailing  sorrow. 

Edwin  now  left  alone,  gave  way  to  the  most 
frantic  grief;  he  called  aloud  on  Agnes, — execrat- 
ed himself, — wept  over  her, — kissed  her  cold  lips 
and  her  right  hand;  then  raising  her  left,  what 
was  his  surprise  tosee  on  her  finger  the  ring  which 
he  had  plated  there  on  the  fatal  night  of  her  un- 
doing !  This  silent  but  painful  remembrancer  re- 
doubled his  anguish  and  distraction ;  he  started, 
the  hand  dropped  from  between  his,  and  striking 
his  forehead  with  his  clenched  hands,  he  rushed 
out  of  the  apartment,  exclainiing,  *  Hell, — hell, 
thou  canst  not  give  more  extreme  torture !' 

Felix  in  the  mean  time  led  Godwin  to  his 
daughter-in-law's  chamber,  where  he  forced  him 
to  swallow  a  glass  of  wine,  then  hastened  down  to 
the  room  where  he  had  left  Edwin,  who  was  gone, 
as  already  related  ;  and  in  such  confusion  that  his 
hat  still  lay  on  the  floor,  where  it  had  at  first  fallen, 

Felix  had  but  just  communicated  this  intelli- 
gence to  Godwin,  w^hen  a  ringing  was  heard  at 
the  gate,  and  which  proved  to  be  William,  who 
was  arrived  from  Ingle  wood.  His  sorrow  for  the 
loss  of  Agnes  was  not  inferior  to  that  of  his  wife 
and  father;  and  was  greatly  increased  by  the 
scene  which  he  heard  had  just  passed.  The  news 
of  Agnes's  death  had  reached  him  two  days  before; 
but  the  distress  of  Bernard  had  rendered  him  in- 
capable of  attending  them  there;  the  particulars  of 
the  unhappy  event  were  therefore  unknown  to  him. 

Agnes  had  died  on  the  third  day  after  her  deli- 
veiy,  the  flattering  symptoms  so  frequent  in  decays 
having  suddenly  disappeared,  and  given  place  to 
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the  immediate  prognostics  of  approaching  dissolu- 
tion. Calm  and  resigned,  she  endeavoured  to 
speak  comfort  to  her  weeping  sister  and  the  still 
more  unhappy  Godwin;  gave  the  kindest  remem- 
brances of  duty  to  her  father,  and  gratitude  to 
Mrs.  Palmer  and  William ;  and,  finally,  in  the 
broken  snatches  of  her  breath,  fervently  prayed 
for  her  infant  and  Edwin. 

'  Oh,  Father  of  mercy !'  cried  she,  *  by  the  peace 
thou  hast  deigned  to  shed  on  my  soul,  I  trust  I 
am  forgiven !  Oh  !  extend  thy  goodness  to  the 
partner  of  my  crime,  awaken  him  to  repentance 
and  virtue  ;  his  faults  are  not  beyond  thy  power 
to  pardon ;  error  to  man  is  as  inherent  as  mercy 
and  forgiveness  are  to  thee.  Bless  my  babe  ;  may 
every  sorrow  I  have  felt  be  repaid  by  a  blessing  on 
my  child  !  •  Make  her  worthy  those  friends  whom 
thou  hast  raised  to  shield  her  from  the  opprobrium 
that  must  have  otherwise  fallen  on  her  helpless 
innocence.  At  some  distant  time  may  her  father 
love  her  as  I  would  have  done ;  so  shall  my  spirit, 
if  permitted  to  look  down  on  earth,  be  gratified.' 

Agnes  ceased  for  a  few  moments,  and  appeared 
to  struggle  for  breath ;  but  recovering  in  some 
degree,  she  resumed,  addressing  Godwin: — *  Oh! 
my  dear,  my  honoured  parent,  for  so  I  will  call 
you  for  this  last  time,  give  not  way  to  sorrow; 
weep  not  for  me  ;  Fanny  will  repay  my  debt  of 
love  and  duty.  Fanny,  my  beloved  companion, 
sister,  friend,  what  words  can  I  find  to  address 
thee,  or  what  blessings  equal  to  my  wishes !  The 
strongest  I  can  express  is,  thy  own  deeds  hang 
over  thee :  Assist  my  worthy  brother  in  comfort- 
ing my  father ;  tell  him  I  wished  to  fix  my  last 
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looks  on  bird/  Then  tttrning  her  expiriag  eyes 
towards  Godwin,  she  udded,  after  a  pamful  and 
convulsive  pause,  *  Bless  all  my  friends!— Par- 
don,  my  father,  pardon  the  deluded  Emma  1— tell 
her  I  remembered  her  at  this  awful  hour.  And; 
Oh  God  of  mercy,  hear  my  prayer !— forgive  my 
unhappy  Edwin !' 

This  sentence  she  pronounced  with  energ^ 
earnestness,  her  eyes  raised  vrith  ferveht  tte^fe, 
and  a  sweet  smile  of  placid  happiness  enliteiliiig 
her  features;  then  gently  bdwin^  her  head  %jfr 
ward,  as  she  pronounced  the  last  word>  ex^^ii*! 
without  a  groan,  struggle,  or  any  convuMon,  flWrf 
might  mark  the  final  separation  of  the  active  spiilt 
fr(Mn  its  earthly  tenement  J 

Though  tliis  event  bad  lotig  been  expected^  ^et 
Xhe  shock  it  occaisioned  was  dreadful. !  'Had  Hot 
Godwin's  grief  been  div^^d  by  the  situa^o^  bf 
his  daughter-in-law,  he  h^d  undoubtedly  suiik 
under  it?  but  her  sorrow,  in  som^^  measure,  be- 
^iled  hirti  of  his  own.  She  bad  been  ddlWcius 
the  whole  night  after  her  sisteif's  death,  oalliiig 
aloud  OH  Agnes,  and  straggling  to  get  out  of  bed 
to  go  to  her ;  but  exhmisted  by  th6  exertion,  to- 
wards morning  had  fallen  into  a  heifvy  sleeps 
during  which  Mr^.  Smith  had  persuaded  Godwin 
to  have  the  body  of  Agnes,  removed,  as  the  sight 
at  a  future  period  woul<J  but^  intoreatee  ber  grirf. 
Fanny,  after  afewhoursrest>  awakea^,  relieved 
from  the  fever,  and  resigned  to  her  loss,  the, acute- 
ness  of  her  first  sorrow  sinking  into  a  serenity  that 
at  once  bespoke  her  fortitude  and  religion. 

At  first  she  seemed  dissatisfied  that  Agnes  was 
moved ;  but  her  father's  reasons  vf&te  admitted 
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with  a  sigh  of  acquiescence,  and  pressing  the  babe 
to  her  bosom,  she  exclaimed,  '  Agnes,  if  ever  1 
foiget  thy  worth,  so  far  as  to  love  any  child  more 
than  this  thy  sacred  deposit,  may  the  Almighty 
shovr  me  my  error  and  ingratitude  by  depriving 
me  of  it/ 

In  the  morning  a  man  had  he&i  sent  off  to 
Inglewood  by  the  surgeon,  as  Felix  could  ill  be 
spared  in  the  general  distress,  to  convey  the  news 
by  letter  to  Mrs.  Palmer,  entreating  her  to  break 
it  to  Bernard  and  William,  the  former  of  whom 
had  been  so  violently  shocked  at  the  intelligence, 
that  William,  however  distressed,  and  anxious  to 
attend  his  wife  and  father,  could  not  determine  to 
leave  him  until  he  became  more  calm. 

Agnes,  in  this  interim,  had  been  put  into  the 
coffin,  and  the  babe  of  Fanny,  conformable  to 
what  she  had  herself  expressed,  placed  by  her  side. 
This  arrangement  had  likewise  another  incentive; 
Fanny  wished  her  infant  to  be  buried  at  Ingle' 
wood;  and  by  this  means  she  was  conveyed 
thither  without  the  questions  which  a  second 
coffin  would  doubtless  have  occasioned. 

On  Agnes  being  placed  in  her  last  receptacle, 
Mrs.  Smith  had  attempted  to  draw  the  ring  from 
her  finger ;  but  either  from  the  stiffness  of  death, 
or  its  swelling,  had  found  this  difficult  to  effect, 
and  theifefore  had  referred  the  task  to  her  brother, 
in  which  interim  Edwin  had  arrived,  and  added 
redoubled  anguish  to  the  yet  bleeding  wounds  of 
the  family. 

William,  on  his  first  arrival,  hastened  to  the 
chamber  of  Fanny,  whom  he  found  employed  in 
endeavouring  to  restore  his  father  to  some  degree 
12  2m 
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of  calmo^s.  He  looked  at  ha:  ia  siikht  admira- 
tion ;  traces  of  the  most  poignant  affliction  ^at  oo 
every  feature,  yet  she.  ewdently.  endeavoured  to 
9nppres£f  her  o(wn  feelii^fi,  fearftil  of  adding  Iq  the 
general  unhappme»3.>  Having  Amt  embraced  his 
father^  he  advanced  towards  her,  and  thrpwinj^hia 
arms  ab(Out  hen  ad  she. sat  up  in  bedi.  could, only 
express  ihis  sorrow  by,  sjiaechless  agony.  For 
some  time  sheijioini^  h^  teapi  with  his ;  but  sow 
recovering,  hen  emotion,,}  she  ^aidy  /Is  this,  Wil- 
liam, the  way  you  should  teach  ncie  fwtiti^^? 
We  both  laved  Agnes*  as  our  actions  to  this  Uttl? 
one  shallprove ;  but  we  have  also  oth^Tjdiiti^  t^ 
fulfil,  to  comfort  our  parents  by  cox^vering  our 
own  grief,  and  enabling  them  to  bear  theirs,  by 
showing  them,  they  have,  children  yet  leftlo  soften 
the  sorrows  of  their  age.! 
.  *  Matchless,  woman!'  cried  Qodwinj-r-with 
such  a  monitor  should  William  ever  err>  how 
heavy  must  be  his  condemnation !'  Then  strug- 
gling with  hisr  emotion,  h^  entered  into  the  par- 
ticulars of  wrhat  had  passed,  expressing  his  qoa* 
cem  at  the  outrageous  grief  of  Edwin,  and  his 
surprise  how  he  ,cauld  enter  the  house,  and  ^Iso 
depart  so  privately.  This  mystery  wag,  h^m^m 
soon  explained  by  Feli^,  who  infoiuoded  thf^pUiat 
the  glass  door  to  the  garden  had  beeji  Iqft  op^fl, 
and  that  he  hstd  doubtle^  entered ;  and  dep^rte^ 
that  way,  His  di3CQV;ering  their,  retreat  >v^,i^Iso 
«i.  subject  of,  wonder  ;  but  his  app$ir^  ign^os^nce 
respectmg  the  infents  conyincad  them,  hi^  inli^' 
ligence  could  not  give  thefn  material  nnea«in§9§» 
as  he  would  not  fail  to  keep  secret  the^  sh^^e  hft 
had  in  Agnes's  death. 
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'  *Good  Heaven!'  cried  Godwin,  ^shotild  the 
unhappy  boy,  in  this  hour  of  anguish,  rush  into 
the-'prcsence  of  his  Creator!  Alas!  I  even  yet 
tremble  at  the  remembrance  of  the  horror  ^and 
desjiair  which  di^tiirted  bis  featot%sr 

William  made  fi^  Veply,  but  soon  After  leaving 
hiisfsfther  and  Fanny,  he,  with  Felix,  walked  into 
tfte  town,  and  inquired  at  the  vario^is  inns  for  bis 
bi^othel",' both  by  name  and  describing  his' person; 
At  the  last  he  called,  he  wd»  told' that  such  a 
g*4i<J*man  had  that  very  erenitig  strrivedaboWt 
setl^n  o'fclotek,  and  inqirired  foi*  a  irian  Whb  had 
resided  theSre  near  a  w'eek ;  that  both  had  gonig 
otit  fe^gfether,  but  returned  separatMy;  the -first 
^^anied  ih  a  short  time,  the'othefr  after  somei 
stay,  and  in  a  state  of  frenzy ;  that  he  had  struck 
his  companion,  and  ordered  a  chaise  and*  four 
almost  ififstantly  after  his  retufrn,  and  *  finally  had 
h^een  gone,  accompanied  by  the  man  who  was 
appatentty  his  servant,  near  two  hours. 

With  this  intelligence  William  hastened  to  his 
father^  to  whom  he  disclosed  it,  both  being  more 
rw^owHIedon'the  reflection  that  Edwin  was  not, 
tit  i^ich  an  hour  of  deserved  punishment,  left  en- 
tiWijr to  hhn^df. 

^  WflHilto,  befbrfe- hef  retmed  for  the  night,  stole 
rilone  to  thb'recept*.de  that  contained  his  sister 
ii^mes,  and,  ki^i^ng  her  cold  lips,  cheeks,  and 
ftrfdieted,  bade^  he*^  a  final  adieu'.  ^ 
*  '*Mft*6ifo|«Godf  exclaimed  he,  as  he  gazed  on 
l«*/***fethis  all  that  is  left  of  the  beau*eous  and 
btotitiiing' Agnes,  i*hAtwoyeAi»ssinc6^\vas  hailed 
Afe  Qiieen  of  May,  wh^e  lively  harmionious  note 
^as  most  distinguished  in  the  sbng,  and  whose 
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actiye  step  was  foremost  in  the  daace  ?  Cmd 
£dwin>  what  bast  thou  done?  grasped  at  a  vaai 
shadow,  and  cast  from  thee  a  treasure  nevecv— 
Oever. to  be  regained.'    ,  ... 

By  Fanny's  d^re  the  burial  was  d^i^ed^iratl 
she  should  be  able  to  return  to  In^ewoodi;^he 
coflin  therefore  on  the  €oUowiqg  day  was  elosad^ 
the  sni^eon  first  taking  off  the  ring,  ^whioh  wiA 
now  removed  without  difficulty,  the-  swfeUing 
baying  entirely  subsided*  A  few  evaa&gs  altdr 
arrived  the  friendly  and  hnnmne  Mrs.  FaAinci: 
William  now  lost  no  time,  but  taknig<^  on  affec- 
tionate farewell  of  his  wife  and  father^  delighted 
to  leave  them  in  such  hands,  he  hast^ied^awagrt 
in  order  to  administer  comfort  to  the  distitsssed 
Bernard.  > 
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Edwin,  on  his  rushing  ont  of  the  house^  %ad,  'as^ 
the  mai^  truly  lold  Wilbam,  retamed  iti^a-state 
little  short  of  frenzy,  and  having  no  otfatf' object 
on  whom  to  vent  his  rage,  had  striidi'  Hantt,  'ind 
cursed  him  in  the  bitterest  terms,  accusing  him  of 
twice  drawing  him' into  the  most  faorr^le  dileBi- 
mas .  Harris,  however;  had  borne  all  witfaf  telknper» 
endeavouring  to  pei^suade  his  n^iter  to'go^  WM, 
but  in  vain;  he  insisted  ona  chaise  beii^itt(»t«atly 
made  ready,  and  setting  off  imm eniiately  for  Lcm- 
don.  ^  I  will  fly,'^  said  he,  ill'  a  pwostyam  of  rage» 
'I  will  fly,  and  foi^et  them  all!  a  fafther) too ! 
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Acjcurged  night  m  whidh  I  purchased  a  momeii<- 
tary  gral;ificatian.at  the  expence  of  years  of  pain  I 
hi£»nal  TijyUtin  that  I  was,  to  take  advantage  of 
the  alarm  and  emotion  my  arts  had  created  !  But 
lam  justly  punished,  the  pangs  of  hell  cannot 
equal  tibose  I  feel.  My  wife  too,  accursed  name, 
(lie4^  as  i£  ou  purpose  to  mock  my  hopes!  Ano- 
ther murder  I  Well,— wellr-  well — is  not  my 
nilrohar  y^t  complete  ?  For  what  have  I  now  to 
tire?  Nothing.  My  dearest  hopes  destroyed, 
afid/by  whom?— Fool,  knave,  idiot,  miscreant^ 
ikA  I  am,  by  myself!' 

The  cha^  being  prepared,  he  threw  himself  in, 
•Mid.  had  advanced  three  stages  towards  London 
by  the  next  mc^ming,  when  he  fornikd  himself  too 
ill  to  proceed,  and  was  unwillingly  obliged  to 
give  way  to  Harris's  entreaty,  and  retire  to  bed- 
Rest,  however,  was  not  to  be  procured,  even  by 
the  fatigues  he  had  undergone.  The  horrors  that 
distraeted  him  redoubling  by  quiet  and  inaction, 
in  a  few  hours  his  oveccharged  brain  lost  the 
feculty  of  distinctly  thinking,  and  was  bewildered 
in  fisemzy.  Harris  immediately  called  in  medical 
iMsistance,  v^bo  prcoiiOiinced  him  in  a  high  fever, 
•and  used  the  necessary  means  to  relieve  him ;  b|it 
i^ll  ti^dr;caiies  were  unavailing :  for  three  weeks 
1^  delirium  coutiyaued  with  short  intervals,  the 
paroxysms  being  not  only  dreadful  to  the  suffer- 
ffi  b«t  alist^  to. the  beholders,  dashing  his  head 
4i|fa|QiSt  Iba  bed^posts,  strikinghis  forehead,  gnash 
'XAg  Im  ^tbi  and  calling  perpetually  on  AgneS; 
ihii  wifei  oi!J»othar> 

: .  ^  Take  th^m  away,'  cried  he ;  *  drive  them  back 
to  tl^ (grave— jUiey  torment  me  to  death-^my  wife 
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pressed  both  to  her  bosom,  wept  over  them,  and 
her  tears  having  eased  her  overcharged  bosom,  by 
the  time  the  imhappy  mourners  returned  from 
the  funeral  she  had  calmed  her  emotion,  and  re- 
ceived them  with  composed  firmness. 

It  was  happy  for  Fanny  that  she  had  been  dis- 
suaded from  attending  the  burial,  for  Godwin's 
distress  had  deeply  affected  the  spectators.  The 
earth  had  been  removed  from  Mrs,  Godwin's 
coffin  in  digging  the  grave  of  Agnes,  who  was 
placed  by  her  side ;  which  sight  had  redoubled 
his  grief  to  such  an  excess  that  his  son  could 
scarcely  support  him  ;  Bernard  wringing  his  own 
hands,  yet  sobbing  words  of  comfort  to  his 
brother-in-law. 

*  Oh!  Agnes,  Agnes,'  cried  Godwin,  ^  would  I  had 
died  for  thee!  how  much  better  would  my  age  have 
become  the  grave  than  thy  youth  and  sweetness  P 

*  Be  comforted,  my  best  friend,'  said  Bernard, 
taking  his  hand  ;  *  it  breaks  my  heart  to  see  you 
thus  lament  a  child  of  mine.  God  gave  her,  and 
has  taken  her  back ;  but  he  has  left  us  other  chil- 
dren;  we  are  not  then  as  men  without  hope, 
therefore  be  comforted.' 

An  staid  until  the  grave  was  closed^  when 
Bernard  taking  the  right  arm  of  Godwin,  William  . 
holding  the  left,  they  proceeded  homewards,  ac- 
companied by  the  friendly  villagers,  who  saw 
them  safely  enter  their  own  house,  and  then  de- 
parted in  silence  to  their  respective  homes. 

For  some  weeks  the  family  remained  absorbed 
in  grief:  at  length  the  lenient  haiid  of  Time  began 
to  reconcile  them  to  their  loss,  and  the  living 
rather  than  the  dead  caused  their  tears  to  flow. 


INQLEWOOD  FOREST,  «W 

By  Mrs.  Palmer's  banker  in  town  they  had 
made  inquiries  concerning  Edwin,  and  learnt  his 
lady's  death;  but  of  himself  nothing.  As  to 
Emma,  all  respecting  her  was  silent ;  the  family 
therefore  would  have  thought  theniselves  more 
happy  to  weep  on  Iheir  graves,  than  contiaually 
to  deplore  the  errors  of  their  lives. 

Godwin's  health,  in  the  mean  time,  appeared 
by  almost  imperceptible  degrees  to  recover;  but 
his  former  muscular  strength  was  gone,  and  he 
was  reduced  mto  a  thin  old  man. 

*Fielix,'  whom  he  had  introduced  to  ,Berndrd, 
was  their  fi^vourite  companion;  and  frequently 
helped  them  to  beguile  the  long  winter  evenings 
with  tales  of  his  former  days,  the  unhappy  state 
of  the  negro  slaves  under  inhuman  masters,  and 
numberless  other  subjects,  all  new  to  Beraard; 
who,  on  the  relation  of  any  exertion  of  feruel 
power,  would  clench  his  fist,  scarcely  refrain 
an  oath,  and  wish  he  had  the  fair  breaking  of  the 
oppressor's  bones. 

Keuben  at  first,  on  the  appearance  of  Felix, 
would  hide  his  face  in  his  mother's  apron ;  but 
soon  grew  familiar,  would  run  to  meet  him, 
climb  on  his  knee$,  or  explore  his  pocket  for  an 
apple,  which  was  usually  deposited  there. 

William,  by  his  activity  arid  good  management, 
took  the  whole  care  of  the  farms  on  himself, 
Fanny  being  equally  diligent  in  her  department. 

Margery,  according  to  iher  promise  to  Mrs 
God  winy  was*  only  employed  with  the  children, 
two  strong  girls,  as  the  family  was  large,  being 
taken  for  the  housiehold  work.     : 

12  2n 
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CHAP.  XXXII. 

Edwin  had  in  some  degree  recovered  his  health, 
as  before  observed,  but  his  spirits  had  received  a 
blow  not  easily  overcome;  he  determined  to 
hasten  to  London,  dispose  of  his  commission, 
retire  abroad,  and  endeavour,  by  travelling,  to 
conquer  his  melancholy ;  but  before  he  went, 
resolved  to  ride  over  to  the  Forest,  visit  the  grave 
of  Agnes,  and  take  an  everlasting  farewell  of  tlie 
spot.  One  fine  morning  he  accordingly  executed 
his  purpose,  having  been  for  some  days  within  a 
few  miles,  and  leaving  his  horse  at  a  house  of 
entertainment  at  the  village,  walked  forward  to 
the  well-known  church-yard.  A  plain  stone, 
with  his  mother's  name,  marked  the  spot  where 
she  was  laid,  and  by  its  side  stood  one  equally 
simple,  with  this  inscription : 


s&s 


Agnes  Bernard, 

Died  September  10,  17 — ,| 

Aged  19. 


His  mind,  though  inured  to  sorrow,  was  nc 
proof  against  this  trial ;  he  threw  himself  on  tl 
ground,  and  wept  aloud  for  a  considerable  tin 
until  a  labourer  coming  over  the  stile  whistli' 
disturbed  him  from  his  posture ;  the  man,  b" 


(oda/t/ny  y€i^^     ^^imw  e/^LJ^<^^&j 
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spade  and  shovel,  showing  he  was  going  to  make 
a  residence  for  some  new  inhabitant. 

The  fellow,  who  had  only  come  to  the  Forest 
to  assist  the  sexton,  who  was  a  man  in  years, 
since  Edwin's  departure,  seeing  a  fine  gentleman, 
pulled  off  his  hat,  made  a  leg,  and  said,  *  Mayhap, 
Sir,  if  you  be  a  stranger,  you  may  wish  to  see  our 
church?'       . 

Edwin  conquered  himself  sufficiently  to  reply 
in  the  negative,  and  was  about  to  depart,  when 
the  countryman  added,  *  You  ha'  been  reading  the 
grave-stones  belike :  I  used  to  read  them  myself 
before  1  was  so  much  among  them  ;  many  a  time 
have  I  spelled  over  them  till  I  cried  again,  but 
now  I  think  little  about  such  matters^  or  if  I  do, 
I  sing  or  whistle  to  drive  it  out  of  my  head.' 

Bdwin  made  no  answer;  he  wished  to  tear 
himself  away,  but  could  not  remove  his  eyes  from 
the  grave  of  Agnes. 

*  Ah !  master,  you  be  looking  at  that  there  new 
stone,'  said  the  man  ;  *  if  you  had  but  seien  tlie  girl 
it  covers,  you  would  have  owned  you  had  never 
met  her  like  !'  Poor  soul,  she  went  mad  for  love, 
and  died. — D — nthe  feUow,  say  I,  that  occasion., 
ed  it ;  he  could  never  have  the  heart  of  a  man,  for 
had  I  been  king  of  England,  member  of  parlia- 
ment, or  even  lord-mayor  of  London,  I  would 
sooner  have  took  her  with  a  single  smock  than 
any  far-fetched  princess,  though  she  had  brought 
ei"  weight  of  gold  and  diamonds.'  This  simple 
dogium  struck  Edwin  to  the  heart     He  could 

*.r  no  more;  so  hastily  throwing  the  man  a 

wn,  he  covered  his  eyes  with  liis  handker- 

-^  and  precipitately  departed. 
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•  .  He  had  not  proceeded  fer.  when  he  perceived 
a  woman  and^two  children  at  some  distance,  and 
soon  discovered  \it  to  be  Mai^ery,  .He  would 
iain  have  avoided  her ;  yet  a  (housaiul  fond  re- 
m^njbrances  rose  on  his  heart,  softened  as  it  was 
by  the  foregoing  scene,  and  determined  him  not 
tashnnher. 

Anna,  now  near  four  months  old,  was  in  her 
arms,  while  Reuben,  holding  by  her  apron^  trot- 
ted by  her  side,  Margery  gave  aery  of  surprise ; 
her  master's  children  had  all  be^a  fondled  in  her 
arms,  and  were  as  dear  as  though  they,  had  been 
her  own.  She^  was  shocked  at  the  wan/  andi  <lan^ 
guid  countenance  of  Edwin,  and  readily  %reed 
to  sit  down  and  converse  with  him.  *  Lovely 
childi-en,'  said  he,  caressing  them,  '1  did  aoi 
know  my  brother  had  a  second :  happy  William ! 
thou  art  blessed,  while  I  am  cursed !  Thy  virtciei 
indeed,  is  rewarded,  and  my  voice  is  punished; 
This  little  one  I  think, '  continued  he,  withasigh, 
^  has  the  features  of  a  girl,  born,  I  suppose,  ia.the 
height  of  calamity.'  .    r  t       •      t 

*  She  was  born, '  replied  Margery,  Uhree  days 
before  Agnes's  death ;  my  mistress  was  frighten^ 
ed  into  labour  by  her  agonies;  but,  thank.  God, 
the  child  is  strong  and  hearty/  <       t 

Edwin  gnashed  his  teeth  in  anguish,,  and  £Hr 
some  momeoits  was  unable  to  reply.  At  length 
he  uttered,  in  a  tremulous  tone,  *  Well,  well,  say 
no  more ;  I  am  punished,  even  sufficiently'  to-  gnif 
tifijr  the  most  rancorous  hatred/  »     =       .  I 

^And  who  hates  you?'  said;Margerfr  i.^.^tf 
wishes  for  your  repentence  is  hatred,,  then  do 
they,  indeed,  hate  yoUi;  for^  pray  erf  iiur«  neve^ 
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said  at  ilight  withoutiyoti  tiiid  Emma  being  par- 
ticalarly  r^n^tnbered.'  ' 

*  I  thank  them/  replied  Edwin,  Haughtily,  prid^ 
for  a  iiiom^i  ovetcoraing  every  other  sensation. 
'Batletus  banish  this  stibject;  tellme^  Mir^ery, 
ail  that  relates  to  tny  'Agtf^9,  and  I  v^iti  sit 
while  1  have  life  to  hear*  You,  I  am  sure,  khbvr 
every  secret,  and  are  acquainted  ivith  ill'  my 
foliks.'  .      : 

♦  Folliesll  replied'Margfery  ;  Hhat  is>the!L(^hdoil 
iiam%  I  supposre,  for  wickedness.  Little  did  I 
think,  when  I  nursed  ybu  iia  th^e  'arttis,  that  yott 
Mmvild  turnout  sYibhabed  man!'      '    /     •' 

Sickness  and  sorrow  h^^pr^sed  the  spirit  of 
Edwin,  he  thereforeboret&0  4»eproaches<yf  Mar- 
gery ^thmore^temp^  tkafi  he'usulilly  pbssietested, 
^A'kt  length  conpiliated  her  sd  f&r,  tha-t  she  rfe-* 
lated  to  him  thewbi)te  proc^i^df  Agnes^ illtiessj 
h«  delirium;  and  cO^tant  dlhimon  t6  tb^  rihg, 
with,  the  repetition  ^f-^Iam  Edwiii'^'wi/e:  '*  ^ 
.:*Edwm^  heart  was  pained  withthe  recitdl;  he 
wept  aloud,  but  entreatecl  her  to  continftie.'  '  1 
haveno  more *osay,iJai3iswered  she:  *  By  what  I 
have  hi^rd,  yon  knd*r#ie  rest  too  Wfell.  How 
you  could  sedu^^e  her  I  bould  never  ife^ise,  f6t 
surely  a  better,  oi*  a  iftorfe  modest  ghrl*  Wat^  not 
under  the  son.  You  must  have  used  some  of 
your  London  potions  I  suppose,  for  I  have  heard 
ef  such  things,  or  surely  she  never  could  have 
been  oveveoinc/   «  ,; 

Edwin  denied  tlte  aeciisiation.  ^  Nb,  Margety,^ 
said  be,  ^i  am  sufficiently  guilty  without  that 
erime;  bulreliate  tonieevei^y^itGumstaiice;  why 
'mm  ny  bei^veld  Mdio^ed  fr^m  Ii^kfwddd  V 
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*  Why  marry,  to  hide  your  shame,  for  I  camiot 
call  it  hers ;  she  was  removed  to  lie  in  privately, 
and  there / 

*Died!'  groaned  Edwin.  'Alas!  too  well  do 
I  know  that.' 

*  Her  paiigs  were  so_heavy,  that  they  frightened 
your  brother's  wife  into  jabpnr :  Agnes  died  in 
three  days,  and  the  child  w^  buried  with  her!' 

*  Enough, — cease,'  exclaimed  Edwin,  Vunless 
you  would  drive  me  to  distraction.  Methinks  1 
see  them  now;  never  will  the  remembrance  be 
effaced  from  my  jnemory  !^ 

Margery  was,  ?i8  Edwin  truly  observed,  in  all 
the  secrets  of  the  family ;  a  faithful  s^vipe  of 
thirty-seven  years  had  entitled  her  to  confidence^ 
and  she  was  most  woiihy  the  trust.  Her  answers 
to  Edwin  were  strictly  true,  yet  they  disclosed 
nothiog  she  was  bound  to  conceal. 

*  And  no  V,  Margery, '  said  Edwin,  after  a  pau^e^ 
*  I  will  bid  you  farewell,  a  long  farewell ;  for  Hea^ 
ven  only  knows  whether  we  may  ever  meetagain^' 

*  What !  without  seeing  any  of  the  family ;'  re* 
plied  Margery :  *  Surely  you  cannot  mean  it.'    . 

'  I  would  sooner  face  death  than  either  Bernard 
or  my  father,'  answered  Edwin;  Vand,  forWilr 
liam,  even  when  he  was  in  town^  and  did  nqt 
know  the  extent  of  my  follies,  he  shook  me  from 
him  like  an  adder,,  whose  very  touch  waa  ve- 
ipionious;  what  thensjiould  I  expect  now?  No, 
Margery,  they  all  hat?  me,  and  I. will  leave  them 
for  ever.  Had  Agnes  lived  I  m^ht  have  sued 
for  pardon,  and  they,  perhaps,  have  l]^stowed  it;; 
as  it  is,  all  is  now  immaterial ;  my  destiny  is  fixe^; 
I  MTiU  seek  the  viUwi  that  seduced  my  sister^i,  an# 
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On  his  accursed  head  revenge  the  misery  he  has 
for  ever  entailed  on  me !' 

*  God  mend  ns  all/  sighed  Margery.  *  I  vnsh 
you  would  not  be  so  passionate ;  but  leave  ven- 
geance to  God,  you  may  be  sure  it  will  overtake 
him;  besides,  the  Scripture  says,  "Pluck  the 
beam  out  of  thine  own  eye  before  thou  takest  the 
mote  from  thy  neighbour'^,"  or  words  to  that  pur- 
pose;  but  I  suppose  you  have  forgot  your  religion 
since  you  turned  rich  gentleman.  Your  fine' 
London  wife  too,  God  rest  her  soul,  I  hear  is 
dead ;  she  was  surely  greatly  to  blame,  for  she 
well  knew  you  wa&  engaged  to  Agnes.  I  have 
seen  enough  of  Londoners  to  make  me  dislike 
them  as  long  as  I  live ;  they  well  repaid  your 
Mher's  kindness.  But  for  them  all  had  been  right, 
--your  mother  alive, — Emma  virtuous, — Agnes 
a  blessed  wife  and  mother ! — and  yOu,  instead  oif 
being  an  unhappy  fine  gentleman,  a  plain,  honest, 
cheerful  farmer,  like  your  father,  beloved  by  the 
whol'e  country,  and  almost  adored  by  your  family? 

Edwin'was  for  a  few  minutes  too  much  affected^ 
by  the  reflection  to  reply,  and  wept  bitterly ;  while 
little  Reuben,  who  had  sttick  himself  between  his 
kneles,  peeped  up  in  his  face  with  moumfill  sympa- 
thy, and  taking  up  his  firock,  wiped  off  the  falling 
tfears. 

*  It  grows  late,'  said  Edwin,  *  atid  I  must  be 
gone.  Tell  my  father  and  William  that  you  have 
seen  me,  and  that  if  I  hear  of  iEmma,  they  shall 
know  it.  Say  to  Bernard,  th^tt  would  rtiy  life, 
and  all  I  possess,  recall  thfe  past,  I  would  rejoice 
at  the  forffeiture.*--Say  also  to  Fanny,  that  if  she 
knew  what!  passes  here;  (IsCyinghis  hand  on  his 
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llieart,)  though  she  must  hate  me,  yet  her  ^ity 
would  far  surpass  her  hatred.  Farewell/  con- 
tinxied  he,  kissing  first  Reuben,  and  thqn>tiie 
little  girl,  who  chuckled  at  the  pressure  of  bm 
lips.  *  By  Heaven,'  cried  he,  '  she  has  the  smiling 
n^outh  of  Agnes,  and  the  beauteous  dimple  of  her 
cheek.  Ofp  !  may  they  herefrfter  tempt  no  viUain 
to  destroy  them!  or^  if  they  should,'  continued  he, 
after  a  pause,  '  may  he,  if  possible^  he  stiU  mare 
cwsfid  than  lamV  With  these  words  he  rose 
hastily  from  the  turf  on  which  he  was  sitting,  and 
wgjxinghis  hand  as  he  ran,  ere  Margery  could 
make  a  reply  was  almost  out  of  sight. 

What  had  passed  seemed  to  Margef y  aInaoBt  a 
dream;  she,  however,  as  speedily  as  possible  re- 
turned home,  and  related  all  to  the  family.  Ed- 
win's pallid  and  altered  person  she  did  not  fail  to- 
describe,  together  with  his  apparent  conlrition 
and  sorrow  for  the  past ;  his  observing  the  like*-. 
ness  between  the  infant  and  Agnes ;  his  Towed 
vengeance  on  Whitmore ;  and  his  firm  conviction 
that  he  was  too  much  abhorred  by  the  whole 
family  ever  to  meet  their  pardon. 

*We  hate  him  not,'  replied  Godwin,  *bufe  abi- 
hor  his  crimen:  to  expiate  them  is  impossible^ 
%mless  repentapce  could  awaken  the  dead.  Let 
him,  by  the  most  exemplary  conduct,  endeavoiut 
to  make  his  peace  with  heaven,  which  is  far  more 
material  than  the  pardon  of  a  weak  old  man, 
which,  however,  shall  not  be  withheld  if  he  re- 
turns to  virtue ;  for  shall  an  erring  mortal  deny  to 
his  fellow-sinner  what  God  halh  promised  to  all? 
But,  for  my  part,  F  will  not  scruple  to  say,  that 
this  fren?ied  sorrow  and  contrition  appears  to  me 
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rather  the  effects  of  his  disappointed  passion  than 
sincere  repentance ;  penitence  is  calm  and  hnmble^ 
and  by  the  most  blameless  conduct,  endeavours  to 
obliterate  the  errors  of  the  past  by  the  innocence 
of  the  future.     It  is  not  so  with  Edwin ;  did  he 
nQt  ^ay  he  meant  to  seek  revenge  on  Whitpore  ? 
and  for  what?   a  crime  that  he  has  himself  more 
than  doubled ;  for  no  promise,  or  expectancy  of 
marriage,  could  s^uce  Emma ;  she  was  acquajipt- 
ed  witfa^  his  situation,  and  voluntarily  rushed  into 
min,  while  Edwin's  was  a  premeditated  and  cruel 
reduction,  rendered  doubly  atrocious  by  hi^  re^ 
peated  perjuries,  when  even  at  the  moment  he 
was  the  husband  of  another.    Is  he  then  a  man  to 
draw  the  sword  of  vengeance  ?    Surely  no ! — his 
heart  must  fail  him  in  such  a  rencounter,  and. his 
pilt'Struck  conscience  enervate  his  arm.     Had  he 
indeed  ss^d,  I  vnll  leave  those  scenes  which  fii*st 
sedoced  my   unsuspecting  innocence,  fly  from 
I»ide  and  ambition,  seek  Emma,  and  by  my  owi| 
repentance  and  conduct ;  endeavom*  to  in^uence 
hers ;  or,  if  I  fail,  retire  to  some  peaceful  retreat, 
and  dwell  in  inoffensive  obscurity,  then  indeed 
mighjt  fifty  heart  have  cherished  h6pe ;  but,  as  it 
is,  I  fear  this  contrition  will  wear  off;  and  his 
vitiated : mind,  like  a. rank  soil,  produce  fresh 
tborns  to  wound  us.' 

,' Though:  I  am  convinced,'  replied  Bernard, 
'  that  your  opinion  i^  usually  better  than  mine, 
yet,  in  this  case,.  I  opiust  dfiSfer  from  you ;  and  I 
cannot  say  but  he  would  mai£e  a  great  step  to- 
wards; i^y  foiqgiyeness,  if  I  heard  he  had  fairly 
killed  th%t  villain  Whito^ 

^  Woujld  murder  tl^^n,   think  you,  lessen  his 

13      -  2  o        ; 
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aimes  ?'  aBSwefed  Qodwiii ;  '  for  a  dln^list  is  af 
0iiee  a  suicide  aiifd  a  murderer.  If  he  M|^;  do^h^ 
not  rush  uncallcid  ifito  die  presence  of  his  6od  1 
dr,  if  heconquerSy  hatefiil  altematiTe!  fa^  he  not 
sought  and  spilled  the  blood'of  his  fellow?  There 
does  not  live  the  mmi,  Bernard,  .no,  not  even 
Edwin,  who  has  most  mjiired'  you,  that  ydfl 
woidd  slay ;  nor,  on  calm  consid^ratioii,  wduld 
you  $^^dve  the  action  in  another.  Reascm  dis^ 
claims  it,  it  is  merely  the  oflbprin^  of  fiilse  honour, 
which  sacrifices  the  nobler  feriings  of  the  soid  iit 
the  akar  of  pride  and  vaiti  glory  :-^ariliadk*df 
bravery  to  cover  cowardice,  big  woirds,  and  rash 
lections,  frequency  concealiikg  a  tr^mbhttg  a^d 
dastardly  heart. — True  courage,  in  *iy  opu(n^i 
consists  in  bearing  the  common  As  wfaach  attend 
human  nature  with  calmness,  not  offering  oul 
own  temper  to  be  ruffled  at  the  ft>Hy  or  khslvery 
of  o&ers ;  to  be  able  to  repulse  violeuee  or  insull 
with  a  firm  cookiess ;  to  defend  the  Weak  ^Ad  ojp^ 
pressed  with  steadiness ;  in  tee  to  seek  ^i^  1^ 
of  no  man ;  but  if  our  own  is  attacked,'  tis^  defend 
it  as  a  sacred  ttrust  deposited  in  our  hiuMbbjf  ioitf 
great  Creator,  and  no^  to^  be  pusitlanniously 
surrendfeied.— 'Oh,  my  friend!  can  the  blood df 
Whitmore  recall  the  past?  Can  it  wash  out  the 
stains  of  the  polluted  Emma?  Can  if  reistore  m 
peace,  or  her  innocence?  Ah  no;  it  can  do 
none  of  these;  it  can  only  phmge  ^  cormpf 
soul  beyond  all  repentance,  and  heap  fresh  crimes 
on  the  head  of  Bdwin.* 

<  With  your  approbation^  my  &thar,'  said'  ¥f1l- 
liam,  •!  will  write  to  Edwin,  and^ give' him  our 
jomt  opinion  on  the  subjiBct :  ft  letter  will- doubt- 
less find  him  at  the  house^of  his  late  wife.' 
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*  The  actibn  will  become  y^u,  my  son,'  xeptie4 
<Sodwiii,  *  imd  acquit  yoa  to  your  o^n  hearts 
whatever  may  be  its  success/ 

William  in  the  evening  wrote  to  his  brotheiTi 
aot  it  is  trae  with  the  same  friendly  spkit  that 
formerly  dictated  his  letters;  but  with  manly 
|lriniieaM3>  and  without  rep^XKach,  coajuted  him  to 
abstain  from  eveiy  action  which  might  contribute 
to  increase  his  fathe!r*s  uneasiness ;  and  that,  tf  by 
^nj  means(  he  should  meet  with  Emma,  to  endear 
vour,  by  lenient  m^sures,.to  draw  her  from  gujlti 
and  leayev^igeance  to  that  Power  who  had  c^^Ued 
it  bis  own  peculiar  province. . 


CHAP.  XXXIIl. 

Edwin  had  no  sooner  parted  .with  Margery;  but 
lie  hastened  forward  to  the. little  public^houde 
wfa»;e  he  had  leift  bic^  horse ;  and  mounting  hitil 
9et  off  foil  speed,  in  vain  endeavouring  to  banii^h 
the  aneasy  reflections  that  oppressed  him.  v  vU 
night  be  slept  at  the  distance  ^.thirty  miles  froca 
the  Forest,  and  n^t  day  joined  bis^  servant;  wh6 
waited  fov  kim  at  Feaeryhvi^gt^ .  He. ordered  him 
to  prepare  to  depart  the  next  morning  for  Lon- 
don;, and,  npon  the  wbok^/ Harris  considered 
him  as  more  calm  than  before  hisgoamey. , 

On  his  arrival  in  town  he  r^>aked  to  his  own 
hense,  and  for  the « firsts  timte^sinci^ely  lamented 
his  wife,  'At  least,  had  she  lived/  said  he,  ^  I 
should  have  had  one  friend.   Unhappy  wpmaa, 
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she  proved  how  much  she  loved  me  by  the  sacri- 
fice she  viB.de ;  and  I  requited  h6r  as  I  did  all  the 
rest .  Henceforward  I  must  live  for  myself  alone : 
if  life  is  desirable  on  such  conditions,  money  must 
purchase  substitutes  for  happiness,  for  the  reality 
is  for  ever  vanished  from  me.' 

Three  days  after  his  arrival  he  received  Wil- 
liam's letter.  *  They  have  not  quite  cast  me  off/ 
said  he;  *but  how  altered!  William's  letters 
used  to  breathe  nothing  but  friendship  ;  this  con- 
tains only  cool  advice ;  and  that  given,  methmks, 
as  if  he  felt  the  superiority  of  his  virtue ;  and  is 
rather  dictated  to  preserve  the  p^tce  of  the  family, 
than  out  of  affection  to  me.  I  will  therefore  sim- 
ply thank  him  in  his  own  style ;  and  act  as  my 
fate  shall  direct,  for  my  life  is  neither  valuable  to 
myself  nor  others.' 

He  then  sat  down  and  replied  to  William  s 
letter,  thanking  him  for  his  advice,  saying,  that 
though  he  had  been  heretofore  unfortunate  enough 
to  cause  his  father  great  unhappiness,  yet  he  hoped 
in  future  to  give  no  fresh  subject ;  that  he  meant 
to  relinquish  his  commission  and  go  abroad ;  from 
whence,  if  his  present  dispoi^on  continued,  he 
should  not,  i&  all  probability,  return.;  concluding 
the  whole  by  expressing  his  best  wishes  for  the 
happinepts  of  the  family,  and  duty  to  his  father. 

His  next  care  was  te^  settle  his  money  concerns, 
'dispose  of  his  house,  andrelinquisfahb  commission. 
His  favourite  companion  (Mrs.  Whitmbre)  had 
been  gone  two  months  to  the  continent ;  but  her 
place  of  destination  was  uncertain,  nor  had  Edwin 
the  most  slender  vnsh  to  b6  apprized  of  it;  for  the 
heartsof  neither  had  any  share  in  this  connection. 
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On.  Mrs.  Whitmore's  part  it  was  only  to  gratify 
her  pride,  by  having  so  handsome  a  fellow  in  her 
train;  but  after. in  vasn  expecting  bis  return  for 
six  weeks,  her  patience  was  exhausted,  and  she  had 
nought  amusement  in  the*gayer  scenes  of  France. 
Edwin  s  attachn^nt  was  merely  licentious,  and 
consequently  the  sentiments  she  inspired  on  calm 
reflection  rather  caused  disgust  than  pleasure. 
During  his  stay  in  the  country  he  had  scarcely 
thought  of  her ;  and  even  now,  on  his  return,  felt 
no  inclination  to  renew  the  acquaintance,  had 
she  been  even  on  the  spot. 

All  his  business  settled,  he  set  off  for  Paris, 
which  he  reached  in  safety,  where  a  new  scene  of 
dissipation  presented ;  and  sometimes,  for  a  short 
season,  banished  the  cruel  remembrances  that  de- 
stroyed his  peace.  His  fortune  procured  him  ad 
laittance  into  the  most  fashionable  parties  ;  and 
his  pride  was  gratified  at  thfe  expence  of  large 
sums  which. he  was  peipetually  losing  at  play. 
One  evening,  that  he  happened  to  be  at  the 
French  comedy,  he  discovered  Mrs.  Whitmore  in 
the  opposite  box,  who  also  sooii  perceived  her 
recreant  lover,  and  gave  him  a  smile  of  invitation ; 
but  he  only  replied  by  diightly  bowing,  yirithout 
offering  to  move  from  his  situation. 

*  And  is  it  possible,'  said  a  sprightly  Frenchman, 
who -was  present,  and  spoke  English,  Ubat  you 
can  be  insensible  to  so  charming  an  invitation? 
The  lady,  however,  will  be  soon  consoled ;  she  is 
universally  admired  as  an  English  beauty  with 
French  manners.' 

Soon  after,  two  gentlemen  of  distinguished  rank 
entered  Mrs.  Whitmore's  box,  and  appeared  to 
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pay  ber  the  most  marked  alitaitioa.^' Tlift^ 
now/  said  the  Frentfaman^  *I  told  you  the  lady 
would  soon  be  revenged  (m  your  coldness-.  Yo« 
have  missed  an  opportaxuty  notto  be  reg^ed; 
for  Dumaresque  is  at  once  the  most  gallant,  as 
well  as  the  most  handsome  man  in  Paris*' 

It  has  been  befoi*e  observed^  that  vanity  was 
.one  of  the  most  predominant  passions  of  Edwia; 
therefore,  thoi]^h  his  heart  was  totally  indifiS^ent 
in  r^ard  to  Mrs  >¥hitaioFe,  he  r^sN^lved  to  show 
the  frenchman  his  mistake,  and  immediately  r^ 
paired  to  the  lady's  box.  At  first  she  received 
him  with  coldness;  but  after  a  time  withier 
usual  indulgence.  She  observed  he  wasmueb 
altered,  apd  uncommonly  .dull;  a  ciccumstonce 
-he  accounted  for  by  infanning^her  of  his  late  ill- 
ness. In  short,  the  meting,,  aft^  sojtue  litde  dii^ 
course,  appeared  rather  agreeable  to  both;  Ed- 
win's vanity  being  giraiified  by  showi^  ^e 
.  Frenchman  that  he  conld  e^aSy  regain  the  c^por*- 
tunity  he  had  appaneptly  lost 

At  the  conclusion,  of  the  piece  Edvrm  waited 
on  the  lady  home,  where  she  venture^  some 
questions  respecting ,the  business  thathadso  com- 
pletely concealed  bim,i^ce.  thedealfa^of  his  wife; 
but  he  was  ia  no  hmnour  to  gratify  her  4:iadbsity, 
and  she  soon  ch^ng^  the  discowse  tli  noi^eliVe- 
ly  sulgects.  After isnppei^,  haying  df^^  plenti- 
fully of  wine,  he  grew  cheerful,  and,  for  the  first 
time  since  Agnes's  deaths  a  smile  enliKjenedhis 
features.  Before  they  separated  for  ttie  night 
they  agreed  to  kegp  house  j.ointiy;.  for  who 
could  presume  to  scandalize  a  lady  who  was  un- 
der the  {protection  oiher  brother  / 
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Edwin  now  ii6  longer  fek  his  former  cdmpunc* 
tion;  he  was  rejoiced  that  be  bad  m^  widil  erne 
who  could  help  to  divert  his.  chiagrin,  and  some^ 
times  bankh  painftd  remembrances  from  his  f&n^ 
cy.  His  temper,  however,  Imd  snffiered  beyond  the 
&scination  of  Mrs.  Wh'^itmore  to  riemove ;  to  his 
dom^sticshews^harriiraiid  nnkind,  was  frequent'^ 
hf  inebriated,  and  gave  way  to  die  most  out^ 
rageons  passion  on  mdst  txiSixi^  subjects.. 

After  foar  months  stay  at  Paris,  Mrs.  yihiU 
more  expressed  a  wish  toseie  Bnissi&ls ;  to  whicb^ 
Edwin  havHig  no  objection,  they  departed^  aiid 
reached  that  city ;  whwe  tiiey  eaxtered .  with 
avidity  into  the  various  amuvements;  the  lady 
torn  anatmral  love  of  i^sipation  and  pleasure, 
aad  her  companion  as  a  kmdr  of  soporific,^  to  hktL 
Ate  tormients  6f  ref^ectioiii.  * 

Hams  being  Vent  belbils^  had  hired  apartments 
m  alargefumished  hot^l ;  and  in  about'  a  fortnight 
after  the  remainder  of  the  house  was  engaged  for 
an  English  fstmily  that  were  daily  expected ;  and 
who  accordingly  arrived  kttie  one  evening  after 
Edwin  and  his  companion  had  retired  to  resti 

The  following  morhinj^,  ai  Edwin  was  desce^d- 
bg  the  staird,  he  was  surpitii^ed  by  the  sight  of 
Whitttiore'sr  vakt  oil  the  lower  story;  an€l  &e 
moliieDt  after  by  EmmaberseU^  Who  came  out  of 
one  of  the  apartments  to  give  orders.  He  imme*- 
dtaitely  hastened  down,  opened  the  door,  aiid  the 
room  she  hisid  r^-ditered,  aiid  presented  himself 
befofe  hi&c.  'An  exclaihatioa  of  mingled  astonish** 
meat  and  pleasure  escaped  her,  and  opening  her 
arms  to  embrace  him,  i^he  cried—*  Is  it  possible, 
pay  dear  brother^  that  I  meet  you  here  ?'-~Butf 
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putting  her  back,  he  answered,  ^  I  have  nothing  to 
say  to  you,  infamous  girl ;  .with  your  paramour  I 
have  a  long  account.  How  is  it  possible,  at  your 
age,  to  have  so  soon  forgotten  tilie  precepts  incul- 
cated from  your  youth  ?'. 

*  Ay,  how  is  it  possible,  indeed, .  Edwin,'  an- 
swered she,  *  to  forget  the  kisscms  of  whole  yeam 
in  an  instant  ?  To  confess  the  truth,  my  dear 
brother,  (for  I  cannot  adopt  your  coldness  oi 
anger)  I  but  followed  your  lead;  your  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Delmer  but  paved  the  way  to  my 
flight,  as  it  furnished  opportunities  too  difficult 
to  be  resisted.  But  smooth  your  ruffled  brow,  and 
tell  me  all  the  news  :  your  wife  we  have  heard  is 
dead.  Are  you  prepared  to  do  justice  to  Agnes'! 
Ah,  Edwin,  that  was  a  bad  business  !  How  are 
all  the  dear  family  at  Inglewood?  for  though! 
have  learned  to  laugh  at  their  prejudices,  I  have 
not  learned  to  forget  them ; — yet  I  fear  they  have 
forgotten  me.' 

*  Your  mother  at  least  has  forgot  you,'  replied 
Edwin.  *  Your  conduct  has—*—' 

*0h,  God!'  interrupted  Emma,  trembling, 
*-do  not  speak  what  I  dread  to  hear!  for  though 
I  am  convinced  that  I  have  acted  right  by  follow- 
ing the  dictates  of  reason  and  nature,  unshackled 
by  the  ties  of  priestcraft,  yet  I  cannot  bear  to 
think  it  should  be  fatal  to  her.' 

*  The  dictates  of  hell  and  damnation !'  exclaim- 
ed Edwin.  *  The  infernal  sophistry  of  Whitioore 
has  plunged  your  family  into  misi^,.a&d  your 
mother  in  tlje  grave ;  and  by  her  side  lies ' 

;  *Whom?'   demanded  Emma,  with  a  look  of 
horror. 
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'   ^  Agnes/  replied  he,  with  scarcely  less  emotion. 
'Alas!  Agnes/  repeated  Emma,  *crudi  Ed- 
win! has  my  conduct  caused  her  death  too? 

^  No ;  the  cause  was  the  natural  depravity  of 
mf  own'  heart,  aided  by  the  accuraed  maxims  of 
Whilinore.  Ambitioa  first  b^uiled  me  from  home, 
dud  the  wealth  of  Mrs.  Delmer  tempted  me  tQ 
falsify  my  vows;  but  unable  to  live  without 
Agnes,  I,  m  an  accursed  hour;  seduced  her !  Her 
death  has  been  the  consequence  4  she  is  now  :aii 
mgel,  and  I  living  bear  the  pahgs:  of  hell  P    . 

'Oh,  nny  dear  mother !  my  sweet  Agnes!  and 
are  ye  both  gone  V  cried  Emma,  weeping. — *  Ah> 
£dwin!  snch  cruel  consequences  are  ^enough  to 
force  us  to  lament  not  following  this  precepts 
implanted  in  our  infency.'  ^ 
,  ^  May  the  villain.be  accursed,'  replied  Ed wiii, 
^who  tavght  us  to. despise  them!  But  where  is 
he?  say,  is  he  in  the  house  V 

*He  is  not,'  answered  Emma>  ♦if  you  mean 
Whitmorie. :  But  why,  Edwin,  will  you  speak 
thus  of  a  man  to  whom  yoo  have  been  so  highly 
obliged.  You  will  not  surely  r^ise  your  hand  in 
anger  against  the  father  of  the  infant  I  bear,  snd 
particularly  when  you  remember  heis  the  brother 
of  a  woman  who  has  made  your  fortune/ 

*Say  maiTed  it  rather,'  replied  Edwin ;  *  for  can 
paltry  gold  recompense  me  for  what  I  have  sacii 
Iced  to  obtain  it-p-Parents,— brother,— -Agnes- 
all  !  But  tell  me,  Emma,  will  you  return  to 
Inglewood,  if  the  family  consent  to  receive  you?' 
-  VNever/  replied  she,  with  enen^y;  *|  would 
die  for  their  service,  but  never  mwe  will  I  behold 
Aem.   Thinlc  you,  Edwiu,  T  could  meet  th^  eyj^ 

13  2p 
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of  my  father,  or  even  that  of  William,  prejudiced 
as  they  are  ? — How  despicable—how  sunk  must  1 
appear  before  them  !  No,  Edwin,  I  have  chosen 
my  fate,  and  will  abide  by  it,' 

At  that  moment  Whitmore  entered,  *  Ah, 
Edwin,  well  met,'  said  he;  *I  have  just  heard 
you  were  in  Brussels  from  my  servant ;  you  have 
a  fair  companion  too  I  find.  I  hope  you  behaved 
well  to  my  sister; — for  aught  else  I  am  your 
humble  servant' 

*  We  ai'e  indeed  well  met,'  cried  Edwin,  *  for 
Mre  have  a  long  account  to  settle  on  pecuniary 
subjects,  and  a  yet  larger  on  the  score  of  honour.' 

*  Honour  /'  repeated  Whitmore,  vrith  an  ironi- 
cal laugh  ;  *  you  vnll  remember  that  it  is  through 
me  youwere  first  entitled  to  use  the  word  honour. 
But  as  these  are  subjects  on  which  I  never  balk 
my  man,  nor  talk  of  before  women,  let  us  for  the 
present  banish  the  discourse.  Come,  tell  us  what 
is  passing  in  England.' 

*  For  your  pecuniary  favours,'  replied  Edwin, 
taking  a  draught  on  his  banker  for  three  hundred 
pounds  from  his  pocket  book,  and  throwing  it  on 
the  table,  *  this  may  repay  them,  for  I  acknow- 
ledge no  other  ; — to  your  sister  were  the  rest  due. 
Would  to  Heaven  I  had  perished  before  I  ac- 
cepted of  either.' 

*  I  have,  indeed,  heard  it  whispered,'  said  Whit^ 
more,  *  that  you  were  not  altogether  so  sensible  of 
her  condescension  as  might  have  been  expected ; 
but  could  never  believe  it  until  this  confession.' 

*  For  goodness  sake  do  not  quarrel,'  cried  Em- 
ma ;  *  my  heart  is  already  almost  broken.  My  mo- 
ther aoid  Agnes  are,  Edwin  informs  me,  both  dead!* 
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Whitmore  endeavoured  to  banish  her  fears  and . 
comfort  her,  while  Edwin,  casting  a  look  of  rage' 
at  both,  left  the  apartment. 

About  an  hour  after,  Harris,  by  Edwin's  order, ' 
found  an  opportunity  to  give  a  note  privately  to 
Whitmore,   containing  an  appointment  for  the 
aext  morning,  which  was  immediately  accepted. 


CHAP-  XXXIV. 

The  follo^ng  morning  Whitmore,  attended  by  a 
gentleman  of  considerable  fortune^  with  whom  he 
had  formed  an  acquaintance  since  his  residence 
abroad,  met  Edwin  at  some,  distance  from  the  city, 
^ho,  on  his  part,  was  accompanied  by  a  young 
officer,  whom  he  had  known  in  England,  and  acci« 
dentally  encountered  at  one  of  the  places  of  public 
amusement.  The  weapons  chosen  by  both  wiere 
swords,  as  their  skill  was  pretty  equal.  The  first 
passes  were  made  without  effect  on  either  side ;  but 
the  second  essay  was  morefatal ;  for  Whitmore  re- 
ceived athrust  in  theside,  and  instantly  fell. — *  The 
chance  is  yours,  Edwin,'  said  he,  with  his  usual 
levity, '  and  in  faith  I  deserve  it  for  substituting  the 
sworjifor  the  dung  fork ;  but  why  the  devil  could 
not  you  have  rested  as  satisfied  with  your  sister's 
chastity  as  I  was  with  my  wife's  ?  Confound  all 
new  candidates  for  honour  say  I ;  they  take  such 
ad — d  deal  of  trouble  to  establish  their  &tme,  that 
a  man  is  never  safe  with  them.' 
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A  surgeon,  who  was  in  waiting  at  some  dinall 
distance,  was  now  called,  and  stopped  the  effasioa 
of  blood ;  but  declared  that  he  entertained  tb^t 
most  alarming  doubts  respecting  the  wound :  Ed- 
win therefore  determined  to  lose  no  time,  but 
hasten  back  to  France* 

On  his  licentious  companion  (Mrs.  Whitmore) 
he  hardly  bestowed  a  thought,  simply  giving 
Harris  orders  to  follow  with  his  baggage ;  first 
leaving  a.letter  to  be  delivered  to  Enima*^ 

Whitmore  was  immediately  carried  home,  where 
his  wound  was  pronounced  mortal ;  and  was  in- 
formed that,  in  all  probability,  a  ffew  hours  would 
terminate  his  life.  Though  this  information  could 
not  fail  of  being  peculiarly  displeasing  to  a  mail 
oi  Wbitmore's  character,  yet  he  received  it  with 
his  accustomed  carelessness,  ^  If,'  said  he  to  the 
gentleman  who  acted  as  his  second,  *  I  had  toWen 
by  the  band  of  a  virtuous  man  whom  I  had  injur* 
ed,  it  would  have  forced  me  to  believe  somewhat 
of  retribution  ;  but  da  it  is,  this  convinces  me  that 
chance  dii*ects  all,  for  Edwin  is  certainly  as.  faulty 
^s  myself.  ,  To  be  sure  I  found  him.  virtuous.;  but 
he  w«^  as  ready  to  learn  aa  I  to  teach ;  and  if  I 
seduced  bis  sister,  has  be  not  retmned  tiie  fistvoui? 
with  my  wife,  and  by  my'  sisters;  foUy  stepped 
into  an  easy  fortune?  One  thing  only  concerns 
me ;  my  estate  is  greatly  entangled,  and  if  I  die 
will  immediately  be  seKs^^d  by  the  next  heir ;  nor 
h^ve  I  it  in  my  power  to  make  any  proi^ision  for 
jBmma  :-f^a  circumstance  that  gives  me  great  un-^ 
^as)nes^^  both  on  acctmnt  of  her  situation  and 
future  comfort,' 
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.  'Let  not  that  disturb  ydu/  replied  bis  friend/. 
whO^e  uame  was  Hartford:  *  I  give  you  my  word 
to  protect  her/ 

.  That  moment.  Emma  entered,  in  a  state  little, 
short  of  distraction :  she  wrung  her  hands  in 
agony,  and  iii  the.  bitterness  of  her  grief  cursed 
her  brother  Edwin,  The  letter  which  he  had 
§iant  her,  and  that  simply  contained  his  desire  she 
Would  join  him  at  Paris,  with  a  note  of  fifty 
poundis,.  she  tore  in  pieces.  Whitmore,  as  well 
as  he  was  able,  endeavoured  to  comfort  her,  but 
in  vain ;  her  grief  knew  no  bounds,  until  nature 
e:ihausted  simk  into  a  fainting  fit,  in  which  she 
was  removed  from  the  apartment,  and  a  few  hours 
brought  on  an  abortion. 

.  Whittiaore  passed  a  dreadful  night,  and  on  the: 
foUovnng.mornii]^  death  was  legibly  painted  on 
Im  countenance;  but  firm  to  his  accui^omed 
tenets,  he  appeared  to  treat  its  approaches  with: 
(iontempt,  recommending  Enima  warmly  to  th& 
protection  of  Hartford,  saying,  with  a  faint  smUe^^ 
'Though,  by  Heaven,  I  would  not  Mving have suf-* 
fered  a  rival  in  hear  love,  yet  I  have  no  objection  to 
a  worthy  successor ;  she  is  too  charming  a  girl  to 
be  buried  in  obscurity,  and  cost  me  some  pains  to 
eradicate  the  follies  of  a  coimtry  education.  Be 
kind  toher^  and  suffer  her  grief  to  Weaken  itself; 
it  is  violent,  and  therefore  cannot  last  long/ 

The  surgeon  entered  soon  after ;  his  faee,.ratker 
flian  his  words,  declared  his  opinion,*»**Why, 
man,'  said  Whitmore,  *  your  features  may  s^ve 
as  a  kind  of  thermometer  to  f^ognosticate  the 
situation  of  your  patient ;  to  me  they  appear  be* 
yond  the  freezing  point.    Pish,  hang  grie^  ever 
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live  while  you  can,  and  banish  painful  reflection. 
It  has  hitherto  cost  me  some  trouble  to  do  it,  but 
I  at  length  came  off  conqueror ;  and  have  enjoyed 
life  as  much  in  twenty-seven  years  as  many  in  sixty/ 

A  violent  convulsive  pang  here  put  a  stop  to 
Wbitmore's  speech,  and  he  struggled  for  some 
time  in  great  agony ;  from  which  at  length  he 
was,  in  a  small  degree,  recovered,  but  appeared 
much  weakened,  his  spirits  more  depressed,  and 
likewise  seemed  shocked  at  the  awful  crisis  that 
was  approaching. 

Towards  the  close  of  day,  and  just  before  his 
dissolution,  his  attendants  declared  him  delirious; 
for,  starting  as  from  a  kind  of  dose,  he  exclaimed, 
*  The  farce  is  over, — the  curtain  drops, — darkness 
and — doubt!  old  Godwin'skindnesswasillrepaid. 

I  wish  I  had  left  Edwin  in  his  native .    Emma 

too, — tell  her--r?— '  A  dreadful  spasm  here  for  some 
moments  stopped  his  utterance :  at  length,  faintly 
struggling,  he  added,  ^  ^er  father! — foi^iveness! 
-— Inglewood !'-- rand  with  another  pang  expired. 

Thus  fell,  in  the  prime  of  life,  the  gaUant,  gay 
Whitmore,  a  victim  to  his  own  follies,  and  the 
vices  he  had  inculcated. 

Whitmore's  death  was  a  dreadful  blow  to 
Emma,  as  it  not  only  deprived  her  of  the  man  for 
whomi  she  had  sacrificed  every  thing,  but  left  her 
in  a  situation  she  could  not  contemplate  without 
horror^  A  return  to  Inglewood  appeared  the  only 
^temative ;  for  the  decorations  of  luxury  he  had 
lavished  on  her,  with  some  trifle  of  money,  was 
all  she  possessed.  *  And  how,'  crfed  she,  *  can  I 
ever  stand  in  their  presence  ?  They  will  accuse  me 
^ith  the  death  of  my  mothei*,  and  view  me  with 
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hatred !  The  country  people  too  will  point  at  me, 
«id  say  the  fine  London  Madam  was  obliged  to 
come  back  to  her  old  home*  Oh !  I  can  never, 
never  bear  it ;  I  will  sooner  labour  in  the  most 
menial  manner  than  submit  to — .  Would  to  God 
I  had  never  left  them,  or  that  Edwin  had  died 
before  this  horrid  meeting !  Join  him  at  Paris ! — 
No,  never. — The  murderer  of  Whitmore !— I  will 
perish  first.' 

At  that  moment  a  person  was  announced  from 
Mrs.  Whitmore,  who  laid  claim  to  whatever  pro- 
perty might  be  left  at  Whitmore's  decease ;  and 
of  which  she  should,  as  his  wife,  ren'der  the  proper 
account  to  the  next  heir.  Emma,  in  this  distress, 
knew  not  what  method  to  have  recourse  to ;  her 
distress  was  almost  too  great  to  bear ;  the  man  she 
loved  dead  in  the  house ;  herself  confined  to  her 
bed ;  in  a  strange  country,  and  on  the  point  of 
being  deprived  of  the  paltry  baubles  for  which  she 
had  bartered  both  her  peace  of  mind  and  inno- 
cence!— Uncertain  what  measures  to  pursue,  she 
was  lost  in  the  most  distracting  reflections,  when 
a  note  was  presented  her  from  Hartford,  and  con- 
tained as  follows : — 

*  The  fear  of  intruding  on  your  distresis  has  alone  withheld 
me  from  offering  my  services  to  settle  your  affairs ;  but  as  I 
Understand  Mrs.  Whitmore's  conduct  has  made  it  necessary^ 
beg  you  would  command  roe  to  the  utmost. 
*  I  am,  Madam, 

'  Your  humble  servant, 

*E.  Hartford.' 

Emma  immediately  replied,  by  requesting  Hart- 
ford to  act  for  her  as  he  should  think  most  proper, 
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expressing-  her  thanks  for  his  kindness.  Hartford, 
thus  empowered,  waited  on  Mrs-  Whitmore,  fad 
by  his  rhetoric  and  well-placed  compliments  pre* 
vailed  on  the  lady  to  decline  her  first,  intention, 
and  the  more  easily  as  he  assured  her  the  eSect» 
.  were  of  little  value.  The  burial  of  Whitmore  he 
also  ordered ;  had  him  enclosed  in  lead^  and  sent 
to  England,  to  be  laid  by  his  parents. and  sister 
in  Leicestershire. 

Briima  in  the  mean  time  had  recovered  from 
her  indisposition ;  and  her  grief^  at  the  end  of  two 
tnonths,  began  to  lose  its  bitterness.  To  Edifrin's 
letter  she  vrrote  aa  answ^,  aad  sent,  according  to 
the  address  he  had  specified,  to  Paris. 

*  Though  at  the  first  receipt  of  your  hateful  letter  I  had 
determined  not  to  answer  it,  yet,  on  mature  deliberation,  I 
have  resolved,    for  this  last    time,    to  address  you,  though 
fflily  to  say  how   mudi  I  despise  yon.    What  had  |  ever 
done  thatyou  ^oiild  seek  to  make  me  wretched  ?    Or,  vh] 
was  Whitmore*s  friendship  to  b^  repaid  by  murder  ?    I  re« 
member,  when  we  met  at  Brussels,  you  said  that  yoi^r  errors 
were  owing  to  his  pernicious  tenets :  how  weak  must  yod 
Raturally  be  to  blindly  adopt  principles  that  your  own  heaW 
told  yo^  were  erroneous  ;  for  surdy,  if  iiep  occaisioned  die 
death  of  Agnes,  the  effect,  must  have  been  <^aaily  foreseea* 
Seek  not  then  such  paltry  subterfuges  to  palliate  your  vices ; 
they  but  add  the  name  of  Fool  to  that  of  Villain.     Did  the  ex- 
ample of  Whitmore  influence  you  to  forsake  Agfies>  wed  his 
sdster  clandestinely^  and  afterwards  offer  the  most  sacred  pro- 
mises to  your  deluded  victim  ?  No,  it  taught  you  none  of  iheBfii 
the  depravity  of  y^ur  own  heart  alone  prompted  theoi;  aii^ 
now,   coward-like,  you   would  fain  cast  the  opprobium  on 
another.     Think  you^  woman  .as  I  am,  that  I  will  have  re- 
coiliiBe  to  such  despicable  evasions  ?     Never :— my  follies  be 
on   my  own   head.     I   imbibed    Whitmore's   opinions  from 
Reason ;   and  though  when  I  fled  with  him  I  certainly  ex- 
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pected  he  would  procure  a  divorce  from  his  wife,  and  marry 
Bie  j  yet,  when  I  found  that  step  was  impracticable^  and  must 
materially  injure  his  fortune,  I  readily  relinquished  it,  prefer- 
ring the  interest  of  the  man  I  loved  in  defiance  of  the  weak 
censure  of  a  few.  And  though  you  were  pleased  to  say  that 
my  conduct  occasioned  my  mother  s  death,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  your  own  had  at  least  an  equal  share  in  it.  . 
'.  '  You  ask  me  to  return  to  Inglewood.  I  answer  you  defini- 
tively. No.  The  (|ear  inhabitants  I  love  and  honour ;  for 
they  act  up  to  the  principles  they  profess,  while  you  have 
behaved  with  constant  duplicity,  and  been  a  slave  to  the  most 
unpardonable  avarice,  not  only  deceiving  your  parents,  but 
falsifying  your  vows  both  to  your  wife  and  Agnes,— <i  girl 
whom  a  monarch  might  have  gloried  to  obtain !  Then,  to 
complete  all,  you  have  basely  shed  the  blood  of  a  man  to 
whom  you  owed  your  advancement :  and  what  is  your  excuse? 
The  seduction  of  yottr  sister— while  you  are  revelling  iiv  the 
wealth  of  his,  and  living  in  bold  adultery  with  his  wife ! 

'I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  but  that,  whatever  may 
hereafter  be  my  destiny,  my  firm  resolve  is,  to  avoid  you  as 
I  would  a  pestilence ;  not  from  fear,  but  hatred.  In  my 
father's  or  William's  presence  I  might  shrink ;  but  in  yours 
my  soul  could  feel  no  sentiment  but  contempt,  aversion,  and 
disdain;  therefore  pursue  me  no  more.  I  leave  Brussels  this 
^ay;  and  my  utmost  wish  respecting  you  is,  that  my  eyes 
may  never  more  be  tortured  with  your  presence ;  or,  if  they 
are,  that  they  had  the  power  not  to  strike  you  dead,  but  to 
dart  never-dying  anguish  in  your  heart. 

'Emma  Godwin.' 


Edwin's  rage  at  the  receipt  of  this  letter  was 
beyond  all  bounds ;  his  sister  s  reproaches  stung 
him  to  the  heart;  and  had  she  been  in  his  power 
at  that  moment,  he  would  willingly  have  sacri- 
ficed her  to  his  fury. 

He  immediately  wrote  to  Brussels,  to  the 
master  of  the  hotel;  and  enclosing  a  gratuity, 

13  2  Q 
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entreated  to  be  informed  whether  Emma  was  m 
reality  gone,  or  had  only  deceived  him  on  tiat 
subject. 

By  the  most  speedy  conveyance  he  received  for 
answer,  that  she  had  indeed  left  her  lodgmgs 
about  a  fortnight  before,  and  gone  away  in  tbe 
company  of  Hartford,  apparently  very  melan- 
choly, and  in  deep  mourning;  but  that  he  was 
uncertain  as  to  their  place  of  destination.  Weari- 
ed with  France,  and  determined  to  take  no  more 
heed  of  his  sister,  Edwin  resolved  to  return  to 
England,  inform  his  friends  by  letter  of  what  had 
passed,  and  as  he  still  continued  unhappy,  to 
devise  some  new  means,  if  possible,  to  banish 
reffection,  and  recover  lost  peace. 

This  resolution  was  directly  put  in  practice ; 
and  the  family  at  Inglewood  three  weeks  after 
received  the  intelligence  that  the  seducer  of 
Emma  had  fallen,  but  that  herself  was  totally 
abandoned ;  for  that  she  had  tak^n  anotiier  para- 
mour, and  withdrawn  herself  from  Ifee  know- 
ledge of  ha-  brother. 


IBM 


CHAP.  XXXV. 

Edwin's  letter  caused  gteat  unea^inesiS  at  Ingle- 
wood, renewing  the  wounds  that,  though  far  from 
healed,  were  at  least  palliated  by  time.  Godwin 
'  by  no  means  approved  Edwin'«  behaviour ;  he  had 
but  inc^eftsed  his  own  crimes,  anA  plugged  Emma 
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itito  fresh  guilt,  whieh  would  yet  more  £amiliariae 
ker  with  vice,  and  render  prostitution  habitual. 

'  Had  he  but  sent  us  word  when  he  foun<l 
her,'  said  Godwin,  ^  inconvenient  as  such  a 
journey  must  have  been,  William  should  imme« 
diately  have  undertaken  it,  and,  perhaps  by  lenient 
measures,  have  prevailed  on  the  poor  misguided 
prl  to  return ;  for  the  seeds  of  virtue  cannot  be 
totally  eradicated  from  her  heart,  and  would,  per^ 
haps,  have  revived  at  the  sound  of  foipveness ;  but 
Edwin  has  rendered  all  fruitless,  and  by  his  violence 
forced  her  to  have  recourse  to  deep^  guilt,  rather 
than  truBt  ta  a  parent's  mercy,  whose  daily  prayer 
is  her  return  to  virtue,  and  a  sense  of  her  error/ 

He  then  replied  to  Edwin's  letter,  totally  blam- 
ing his  whole  conduct  in  the  business,  and  desir- 
ing him,  that  if  ever,  infuture,  chance  should  throw 
Bmma.  in  his  way,  he  would  give  them  informa- 
tion, without  first  having  recourse  to  violent  mea^ 
sures ;  lamented  that  he  had  added  to  his  former 
guilt  by  the  death  of  Whitmore;  and  finally, 
desiring  him  to  review  his  conduct  and  repent. 

This  letter  increased  the  vexation  of  Edwin. 
*  I  might  have  been  certain,'  said  he,  '  of  meeting 
their  displeasure ;  it  is  only  for  the  calm  dispas- 
(uonate  William  to  act  with  propriety.  Howevw, 
in  tbiscBse  I  am  satisfied  with  my  own  behavimir, 
and  am  careless  of  their  opinion.  Emma  may 
haneafter  act  as  she  pleases  ;  I  have  done  with 
her,  and,  in  all  probability,  with  them  all :  they 
have  no  affection  to  bestow  on  me ;  and  I  do  not 
want  their  advice.' 

Edwin,  thus  resolved,  returned  no  answerto  his 
father^s  letter^  but  sought  as  usual  to  lose  reflection 
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in  dissipation  ;  but  finding  it  unavailing,  and  that 
both  his  fortune  and  health  were  evidently  im- 
paired, in  twelve  months  after  his  wife's  decease 
he  begfin^  seriously  to  repent  his  giving  up  the 
army,  as  it  would  at  least  have  served  to  employ 
some  part  of  his  thoughts,  and  divert  more  acute 
sensations. 

These  sentiments  made  him  again  resolve  to 
seek  military  promotion  ;  and  by  dint  of  applica- 
tion, and  money  well  applied,  he  soon  got  rein- 
stated in  his  former  rank,  but  in  a  regiment  which, 
to  his  peculiar  satisfaction,  was  ordered  abroad. 
He  felt  some  yneasiness  at  hot  infonhing  his  fa- 
mily of  this  ne^  resolve ;  but  certain  that  this,  as 
well  as  all  his  other  late  conduct,  would  not  meet 
their  approbation,  he  leit  the  kingdom  without 
even  a  single  line  to  inform  them  of  his  destination. 

In  the  mean  time  the  family  at  Inglewood  had 
no  cares  but  what  were  occasioned  by  the  thoughts 
of  Edwin  and  Emma.  William  was  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  happy  young  men 
in  the  whole  county  ;  his  land  was  highly  culti- 
vated, his  barns  well  storeid,  and  his  house  a^  little 
paradise ;  the  satisfaction  of  the  old  men,  the 
smiles  of  his  wife,  an4  the  cheerful  antics  of  the 
little  ones,  repaying  till  his  toils.  Reuben  was 
now  in  his  third  year,  Anna  in  her  second,  and  a 
young  son,  called  Edward,  after  Bernard,  again 
filled  Fanny's  arms,  and  shared  her  maternal 
tenderness. 

Mrs.  Palmer,  who  was  their  constant  visitor, 
and  more  affectionately  attached  to  them  than 
ever,  now  proposed  to  take  Anna,  who  was  grown 
the  pet  of  the  whole  family,  and  particularly  of 
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Godwin,  on  whose  knee  she  never  failed  to  climb ; 
while  Reuben  took  the  same  place  on  Bernard's. 
To  reconcile  Anna  to  the  change  of  situation, 
Reuben  was  for  some  time  to  accompany  her ; 
and  both  grew  so  perfectly  familiarized  to  their 
new  situation,  that  they  appeared  to  consider  it 
as  much  their  home  as  the  farm.     Mrs.  Palmer 
taught  Anna  to  call  her  mamma ;   and,  indeed, 
nothing  but  the  name  was  fictitious,  for  her  care 
and  affection  was  truly  maternal.     Anna  she  had 
designed  for  her  particular  favourite;  and  Reuben, 
by  a  thousand  little  beguiling  words  and  actions, 
contrived  to  share  her  tenderness.     If  Anna  called 
her  mamma,  he  was  sure  to  say  ^and  Reuben's 
mamma  too;'  or  if  Mrs.  Palmer  kissed  her  adopted 
child,  Reuben  was  ever  ready  to  hold  up  his  head, 
present  his  ruby  lips,  and  claim^the  same  favour. 
Mrs.  Palmer,  whose  attachment  to  the  parents 
increased  with  her  affection  to  the  children,  had 
for  some  time   formed  the  design  of  rendering 
William  independent,  though  she  could  not  exact- 
ly fix  on  the  means,  until  one  day  happening  to 
be  at  Godwin's,  when  he  received  a  letter  to  in- 
form him  of  the  death  of  the  person  who  had 
hitherto  managed  his   money   basiness,    and  in 
whose  hands  his  savings  had  been  constantly  de- 
posited ;  the  heir  at  law  requesting  to  be  informed 
of  his  pleasure ;  adding,  that  he  was  ready  to  pay 
up  the  sums  in  his  hands  at   a  week's  notice. 
Godwin  expressed  his  sorrow  at  this  intelligence, 
and  immediately  had  recourse  to  Mrs.  Palmer,  to 
advise  on  the  best  means  of  disposing  of  the  sum 
he  possessed,  which,  though  but  a  few  hundreds, 
was  to  him  too  considerable  to  be  neglected. 
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*  SuppDse/  repMed  the  lady,  *  you  made  a  pm 
chase,  should  you  meet  a  good  offer;  I  thinktl^t 
an  eligible  method  of  disposing  of  money.' 

^  I  am  of  the  same  (pinion,'  said  Godwin ;  *  and 
the  only  objection  is,  that  it  would  be  ext^dmg 
our  cares  with  our  property.  The  money  was  ori- 
ginally, or  at  least  the  greater  part,  laid  by  for  a 
little  fortune  for  our  unhappy  Emma:  she,  alas!  I 
fear  will  never  claim  it,  or  still  would  I  r^ard 
four  hundred  pounds  as  hers,  not  as  a  marriage 
portion,  bnt  to  place  her  with  frugality  above 
want.  I  have,  however,  other  duties,'  continued 
the  old  man,  vriping  off  a  starting  tear,  and  looking 
fondly  on  his  grandchildren ;  *  I  would  therefore 
willingly  place  our  little  all  in  safe  hands ;  or,  as 
you  say,  Madam,  make  a  purchase  for  their  future 
benefit; 

*  Well,  then,  what  say  you  to  buying  the  whole 
of  the  land  you  rent  of  me?  which,  witti  what  you 
already  poissess,  will  be  a  respectable  property/ 

^  Madam!'  replied  Godwin,  astonished  at  the 
proposal,  *  we  have  not  half  the  sum  your  land  is 
worth,  the  purchase  of  which  was  the  farthest 
from  my  thoughts ;  for  so  kind  are  you,  that  the 
most  distant  idea  of  a  change  never  entered  my 
inind.'    . 

^Itis,  however,'  answered  she,  *as  you  have 
asked  my  advice,  the  most  pmdent  plan ;  besides, 
now  I  think  of  it,  I  may  have  an  occasion  for  six 
or  seven  hundred  pounds,  and  would  sooner  let 
you  have  a  bargain  than  another.' 

'  Pardon  me.  Madam,'  replied  the  old  man ;  *  if 
your  generosity  forces  you  to  be  extravs^ant,  it 
must  not  make  us,  the  most  obliged  of  your  de- 
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pl^ndeiite,  improperly  impose  oh  that  goodness. 
Extensive  as  are  your  charities,  I  have  heard  you 
aver  that  you  always  lived  w^ithiu  your  income ; 
and  can  but  regard  your  offer  as  an  effusion  of  the 
friendship  with  which  you  have  honoured  us. 
Condescend,  Madam,  to  place  oiur  money  with 
some  you  may  doubtless  have  out  at  common  in-^ 
tere^t ;  it  is  the?utmost  I  aspire  to.  Hereafter,  if 
ever  H  should  be  in  William's  power,  for  he  is 
uncommonly  prosperous,  to  make  an  honest  pur- 
chase, I  have  no  doubt,  to  possess  the  land  which 
gav«  his  father  bread,  would  be  the  height  of  his 
ambition ;  at  present  it  is  as  for  beyond  our  abili* 
ties  as  our  wishes.  A  dependence  on  you,  I  am 
convinced,  we  shall  never  find  painful.' 

*I  have  ever  thought,'  replied  Mrs.  Palmer, 
with  a  smile,  *  that  you  was  much  unacquainted 
with  the  ways  of  the  world.— -Pray,  what  business 
have  you  to  value  ray  land  ?  to  state  the  price 
is  my  business,  and  yours  to  get  it  as  cheap  as 
you  can.' 

'  Not  at  the  expence  of  your  generosity  and  my 
own  probity,^  answered  Godwin. 

'  To  make  your  son  William  ind^end^it  has, 
lor  some  time,  been  my  intention,'  replied  she; 
'  but  I  could  not  oonvenieoAly  before  devise  the 
;means:  1  have  now  discovered  them,  and  shall 
'feel  myself  offended  if  not  si^ered  to  gratify  my 
Inclinatioxis  at  the  expence  of  what  is  to  me — 
^a  trifle.' 

Godwin  was  unable  to  r^y,  sentiments  too 
gi'eat  foi*  utterance  swelled  his  bosom,  and  pre- 
vented speech,  while  Fanny,  who  was  alone  pre- 
^nt  at  the  discourse,  .remained  also  silent,  over- 
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come  at  ,onoe  yrith .  gratitude .  and  pleasujpe.  -  Wik 
liam  and  Bernard  at.  that  moment  entered*; >  and 
Mrs.  Palmer^  in  a  Uvely  manii^^  Immediately 
referred  the  di^fiute  to  them.    A  erimeon  ^doftht 
for.  a  iBprnent  oi^r^pread  William^s  .facai9HibfK|4; 
having  j^pre^aedifaig  tiianks,  he  begged  desitv^AQr' 
decline  whajt'^^muflit  ever  oonsider,  sfa<>uldi*iieN 
aecept.it,  4s mi  impoBitioa  on  her  g«iiierQealgr:%  t»(i 

i  Simply  then/  replied  the  lady,- '  y^n  x^wi» 
what  would  give  me  the  highest  satislsi^tiidiiV'  ^bb4 
should  consider  nqFself  instrumental  to  youdrM««l*  * 
fare,  and  take  delight  in  it  accordingly^  :<If '^ydu 
outlive  me,  you  may  chance  to  have  the^lAiMl  il>at<- 
cheaper  rate ;  but  then  remembar  I  ^all  iioHMKiE6<: 
the  pleasure  of  contemplating  my  otvii:  moAiH  > ' 

This. last  observation  was  too- much  foi^mll^o 
but  Panny,  whose  affection,  was  £ia-v8u|)itaiailto< 
her  respect t  to;  Mrs-  Palmer,  tbm.wi  heve^rnlHiJ 
around  her  neck,  and  wept  on  her  bosomtiivt  JS^^^ 
ver,  never  may  I  live  to  sqe  that  diay/  amdk  ^e^M 
'  agjam^slMHild  IJose  a  sister,  andf  agiflfi  l:«»«lbMif 
my  Aipia  become  an  orphan/       ^  .  ^/  /i.%  h^oirii  >.,i 

'  Not  so/  replied  Mrs.  Palmer,  lookilig^Eificislidii'<i< 
ately  round  het :  ^  Anna  can  nte^er.  be  an  iilrptfen 
wbile  any  of  these^  survivor  But,  hpm^iitey^ibret/* 
moment  attend  to. me;  theii>  if  :you  dedtiiidliwy  t 
ofier,  I  have  d<me^  and  withdraw  it«  My.idmrfM#^ 
some  subjects  are^si^gvitar ;  a^d  I,  perlartl{)9,*i|096  > 
ideas  of  patific9tii[»i  pt^ettliai^  to  myself.  i  WJurtilC 
die  possessed  of  vtiU.doub^#9s«be  dis]^osedi^'Ai» 
my  friends,  or  foi;  i^orposed  wh^h  trmay  thiiibJor  1 
the  best;  butbeUevem^Ibadi!ath€t*Besto«f^jlriag;>i^ 
what  cannot  injure  my  fortune,  a^  ieeb^ie  ^fl%0t>l 
of  my.gifts^  than  iyave  aft^^ards  atatiies^drMM;! 

4^ 
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to  my  memory  when  I  am  insensible  what  fruits 
they  have  produced.  Let  me  then  contemplate 
your  risu^  prosperity  ;  let  me  have  the  satisfac*- 
tbn  to  think  I  contributed  towards  it ;  nothing 
but  either  a  false  idea  of  probity  or  pride  can 
make  you  decline  it.  I  have  no  relations  who 
want  it,  no  claims  but  what  my  fortune  can  ten- 
fold repay  ;  and  to  reconcile  you  to  the  business,  I 
offer  to  take  the  whole  of  the  money  you  possess, 
yet  would  fer  more  willingly  make  it  a  gift :  what 
theft  have  you  to  object  ?  If  you  accept  my  offer 
I  shall  be  obliged  and  gratified ;  if  you  do  not,  I 
diall  look  upon  you  as  a  proud  family,  who  des- 
pise even  the  assistance  of  a  friend.' 

'  God  forbid  that,'  said  Bernard ;  *  not  one  her6 
but  what  loves  you  dearly,  but  at  the  same  time 
are  fearful  of  imposing  on  your  good-nature  and 
kmdness.  I  am  an  old  man.  Madam,  and  simple ; 
but,  with  your  good  liking,  if  you  accept  the 
ready  money,  to  which  1  can  add  about  three 
hundred  pounds,  I  think  William,  by  continuing 
his  usual  payments,  in  a  few  years  might  be  able 
to  discharge  the  whole.' 

*I  will  accept  only  of  seven  hundred,*  returned 
Mrs.  Palmer ;  *  if  the  estate  is  worth  more,  to  you 
I  will  leave  it  in  trust,  to  pay  the  overplus  to 
Reuben  and  Anna,  whom  I  regard  as  my  peculiar 
charge  ;  the  first  from  the  recollection  of  my  own 
beloved  boy ;  the  last  from  both  promise  and 
aAgction.  Nay,  no  reply ;  be  it  as  I  have  said,  or 
I  must  regard  my  friendship  as  spumed,  and  act 
accordingly.  The  deeds  shall  be  immediately 
ready ;  and  I  expect  your  concurrence  without 
furtber  hesitation,  as  you  value  my  good  opinion  ' 

14  2r 
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^May  ^B  fteyer  forfeit  H,  Madami'  rejitied 
Qodwii;:  *  ^e  all  4S  ycm  have,  said;  He^yeu 
make  ^3  worthy  your  goodness!'. 
.  This  coE^cluded  the  business  Jthat.pJiiiic^  tli^ 
f;irmer,c^>9vedepp«dence,  so&d  grigtilled,  tl^^^eiOi^- 
r^usf  ^^d  of  ]Vf[.rs.  Palmer.  .  »..,        ,. 

Thfi^writiflg^  of^  the  estate  >ver^.  rpgjil^ly  .Wr 
signed  to  William  ifi  a  few  d*y«i  ai^4t  ^V^W 
hundred  (u^iuids  paid  d<^xf ja ;  wh^ich.  .MpSf  Pulpier 
declared  to  be  her  full  demaiMi^  while  WiUian^PH 
t^e  other  hand,  protested  be  cou}4  9Piy  H^f^^ 
that  sum  as  oue-tiiird  of  the  purchase-  ;     .  .;  < 

From  this  time  Godwin's  coij&equejj^c/e  i|ic|5^p^ 

in  the  country  ;  for  though  he  did  not  proclaim 

what  had  passed,  yet  Mrs.  Palmermadeao  scrapie 

to  declare  sfaehad  sold  the  estate,  and  who  wqs  thi 

purchaser*    The  title  of  Esquire  now  b^tt}»  to  b^ 

tacked  to  the  mmvs  of  Godw^  j  but  this  wassp 

peremptorily  refused,  that  it  was  speedily  dr^pped^i 

^  The  appellatiofi  of  JBsquire/  said  William  om 

day  to  a  farmer  who  thus  addressed  j^m,  *  by  no 

jneans  belongs  to  me.     I  am  like  yourself,  a  J^lain 

farmer ;  and  superior  success  cinlitles  me  to  rp  tm^ 

distinction,.     Hacl  I  lived,  indeed,  ia  the  dl^^s  of 

phivalry^  I  might,  pedi^jips,  hav§  imbibe4  ^J^ 

pf  thp  times,  in  thioj^mg  the  ns^e  glorious  iS^^^d 

haye  possibly  thrown  a)vay  my  life  iij  tfeq  s^i^ 

of  some  silly  knight  who  chose  to  s#rii9  bis|^r 

mour  a  ^iracle  of  chs^tity,  €f  cpQstf Uft^^  of 

beauty  ; .  but  these  Quixotism^  are  pa^tt  #|B^ 

reason  prevails,    and   knight^  are  np  loqfi^f^st) 

valorous,  nor  esquh;es  put « to  sahard  a  /iffviwt' 

The  name  now  in  general  implies  e|th^;^;.^<^^'' 

hunter,  or  a  n^n  who  can  ^xist  withpuji:  ]bh(^' 
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I  ain  Hot  the  first  of  these,  nor  can  I'  five  Without 
indusfty.  I  am  therefore  plain  WilHain  God>»vte, 
or  farmer  Godwin,  tio  'squire;  but,  I  tmst,  an 
liOtfesttn^n,  idd  as  such  at  your  service/  Not- 
iditlfstitoditlg  these  contracted  ideas,  Wftli*iA  was 
unirersally  esteemed ;  not  a  resectable  lAaii  th 
^eWholfe^  dodntry  passed  him  utmoticed,  nor  ft 
|)4(&  <me  withftftit  a  blessing. 
'^^lA  Ihe  midst  of  happiness,  aniidu^  fijr  Edirifi 
ifad^'filriftifa,'  he  had  by  every  possibfe  means  iii- 
c[^^)d  a^er  them ;  but  in  vain ;  and  was  sit  length 
obliged  to  struggle  to  forget  them,  in  the  harmotijr 
itf  bis  domestic  circle. 
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*tuili  passed  days,  months,  and  yeariS,  hoiiour  in 
crpasingwith  age  in  the  one  pait  oiT  the  family^, 
^i  reason,  affection,  strength,  and  beauty,  witii 
flie  other :  until  Keuben  had  attained  his  four- 
^eeiiffi,  and  Anna  her  thirteenth  year:--r-a  period 
ftat  fcirf  given  William  two  more  children,  Ed* 
ward  amd  a  blooming  girl,  called  Agnes,  all  happy 
as  they  were  innocent ;  dieir  hearts  as  free  from 
guile  as  sorrow. 

Ifee  educjatioh  of  the  boys  was  now  tjie  attliise- 
tAfeHf  of  €^odwih ;  who,  sunrounded  by  his  grand- 
^cMl^reh,  forgot  the  seventy  v^inters  that  had 
imssed  'over  him.  *  Tiie  remembrance  6f  the  nn^ 
k^ttfftiV'^d win  and  Emma  aloiie  cast  a  clodd  ovet 
the  (ifcer^vise'sei'ene  evening  of  his^days,  though 
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be  now  had  not  any  doabt  bntthat  badi  were  dead, 
as  no  tidkigi^  bad  transpired  for  so  loDga  limev 

Edwal-d  wa»  somewhat  more  (kafli  Imoiyiin 
y&mi^  thiM  Reiiben-- Agne4&  in  ^  the  >  same^^^^ 
p«irli(Ai<'itoiti;  hiftis^,  cf  siifittw  teorpetsv  tp^, 
cheerful,  andbomatie,  2^d^tenAeAy  eMmiki^&^fU 
ddieb  dthert^  hm  if  tfa^e  wai^  any  partic^fah*^^^- 
ality;  it  wai^tevMeiilly'  b^tweenliebbto'aii#i$Dda«^ 
who,  irlttfongli  they  did  notUvetogeth<»';^i)feisb«il 
i^sldtng  a^  hm£3Lthep'&)  could  not  psas^»aids|^wxm$^ 
deif .  A4%a/0(iucated  from  hei^niMt  tfnderiinfaiftaafk 
by  Mfs;  l^^lisi^rs,  kn^w  no  differ^mse  bet9«)ranilbe 
d^tkHHioB  ^^  felt  for  her  and  h0r  reputed  mp^eftq 
she  looked  tip  to  both  with  duty  and  tendwiiliss, 
atid  would  fteqnently,  in  the  overflowin^^ulf  ftm 
Hltle  hearty  exclaim,  *  What  a  happy  girt  $m  Jiftd 
ha?ve  two- mothers r — an  expression  tiiat^niiireF 
failed^to^rce«(ear£^omFsuiEiy>  and  cast  Uima^ 
fiiehtdty^gl^J*^  6¥er  :Ae  party.  ^     ^  !  'h  ^^di 

^  B^^rd  %asMitilt-sttong  and  hearty,  sihdij^i]^^ 
i^mlf  ^''  h^pl^y  ^  his  graqdeliildr^:  ;^^  mjif; 
i^ith^tb^tiH  ^  i|^yed  irilh  tbeiB^,  and  wad^vpf  ^f^rtlr 
inosi^  m^  rd^vi^itig  spoft^  for^  thfeir  ^  <amusimatf. 
OoiMIn  $iM^W|lUam  were  hoisi  oifakos^rl^^iiiiifyillUi 
pktik^m^'b^  theiehiidrenye^  ii|Dr€ith»nc|i)|[^w&H^ 
1^  pH^idei^okib^digligbf,  ^and  bi$i^o^^|)dyy(ini^ju;ni 

,     *  From  moTOrto  noon,  from  noon  to  dewy  eve.'  ,        . 

iibdUC  Hk&jf^miA  b^for^  mentio»eii;:Mws;iJP^ 
inelr^i^M)i^^^'d^dying,:and  l^^^iog^no  ond>die  ceidd 
iii^^dm^y'«p^oiiktp  f^itbitbetasi^tattce  iofeiGiQ^ 
wi»  a9p1P^JI$,i^^f«ir;80^^^^ 
OM^irbiii«}iie^d{€JdQ|ingi  the'edi!0$e^£Mhielif«i^ 
i(^it^sM||iidiktHlQe  6Xf>afl%/:sh€;en«^^a^d^ 
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libm  to  take  a  joaimey  to  London/  nnAreimw  it 
to  therfoiraier  holder  ob  tens^  ehe  aj)eei6edv       ^ 
:  Wflliion  aeciwdmgly  dep^rte^  t^ikkag  jSUfib4ii» 
iisbafwafir.f¥)w^lifiOst  ai^,  goo4  <9ijbiM»e»9#&  m  busH* 
sdlji.' for.  %  oompaaioik;  and  ;<4l$i7{4  pte^dawt  iw4^ 
eats;^;  ^(mmey  f eachad  the  mt^Q^olik^  a   .  I  m  i 
iflB^EJTkftempe^i  that  hrou^fbitn  ta  fowoi  H^a^jhit 
firaho^ri^^i  and  ivbieh  competed  be  .¥to«ld:  wiUinglfr 
kft^j'tfi^ten^  immediately  bacfe)  ^Imi  Re«Ptl?en> 
eiuimityifaad  a;  niii0[biei?sof  inaentwMi  vtbkM  hm 
IJKtfael^dboteiirather  to  gi^ifylthaii/;lky  (t^fuf^iD^tteA 
9dA  amo&i^ntjy  leave  bim;  to  duppo^e  ttoey  l^ere 
notbiptetein^  or  desirable  tbaat  tfi^  reaHy  w^ife- 
.^^IHu^  )viaited  the  tower,  St^PapVsi  tbft.abbej, 
«Bd  )las%  the  tbe^tre^  whafe»  h^ppatjngi  4k>!  bf 
tett,iasid  on  an  eveniiig  i?^heQ:tbe  ho»9e  w<ts  nvif 
commonly  crowded,  \ViflJam>  sQ09fprrthaa7dip$(j>r. 
pmt  ham[^^(nii  wesit  int^  tbe  bo:xesi^v  Vntihn^w 
thp  ead  of  the  fourth  act  tbi^if  attepliiaii'  bad  ji^eei^ 
te^/ drawn  tOMrards  the.  sCfcaae;J^tt^  WtUj^ 
|lieBe9sti9@bi^^y&9^df0und,  ^€mmiidim^m<^ 
4iie;oppoi^^o:3qf9@,.a  p^^[»fliitba(MMci$  att^ 
lHb(wfaole^.att^k>n« '  It* mm  ^^yfumm  past^the 
^ItoMPL  <yf  yoi^  but  yiefc  a^ein6ly/lbi^e>yii)ibo»gb 
iirt>  2tppf»aN^  710.'^  ai^m^  rito^rtsuTi^  to  ^upplyv^^i^ 
i^vBgQSftbftt  j^^  Mdistad^  Qii!b<Ni.uliyi 

Her  arms  were  naked  far  above  the  ^Ibow,  and 
her  bosom  uncovered,  even  suifici^ntly  to  have 
4cA^8MtafMdbgtti^  in  aayibiltmierbceaflt  of  at  liber- 
Itfaie;^  si^eitlidifis^^r  tiuii  ^om»nietittrdy/  aM:c^ct«[4 
•WiOisim'srattoQlioiiv^dtidii  fei:  Ik^  tjuine/  bo/nijft  mAj 
-biDhk^th&iplxy^  ibut  every)  otAker^olitlei^tr  fisom  bis 
^AB»lskt»if^iIdiigaiPQd^a»Jft  b^tdotibtad  bkrisigblr^- 
i^ibti^^^jbiipif^^  ilown>-tatel  atl«Qgtb^ii»9tbie 
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to  bear  the  tormeBts^  that  distracted  hitoj  fonAty 
as  he  loved  his  boy,  desired  him  to  reinain  nrher^ 
he  WM  until  he  again  rejoined  him; 

I1i^  lady,  whdse  eyes  had  been  thrown  ^ovM 
in  search  of  prey,  had  obsefrved  the  peculiar  atten- 
tion she  inspired,  and  in  her  turn  had  trareifilHy 
Examined -th^pemon  of  William,  who  #a4  a^  'dis- 
tfaignisbable  from  the  surrounding  beauii^  by  the 
manly  beauty  of  his  person,  as  by  the  plahineil^  of 
his  habit.  Though  emotions  of  the  tendtf  kmA 
we  sddevn  felt  by  ladies  of  her  description,  "yet 
her  heart  sympathized  with  the  emotions  of  Wit 
liam;  herfoo.$om  swelled  almost  to  suffbqatioft; 
her  eyes- overflowed  with  tears,  and  rai^iikg  tbeoi 
towards  heaven  with  a  look  of  despair,  she  hantiy 
left  the  box  in  which  she  was  sittings  the  tOoiAesk 
«  after  William  quitted  bis,  • 

Unacquiiiltted  with  the  theatife/ William  Irib- 
to^khis  way;  lind  though  he  hastened  roimtf,  l^is 
too  late  tomieet  ttie  object  he  sought,  whb  h^ 
already  leUt  the  house*  All  his  inquiries  to  tMiti^ 
her  wef6  fruidess.  The  only  intelligence'he  c&M 
procntewas  from  the  boxkeeper^  who  infyM^ 
him  she  had  be^n  a  celebrsrted  courtezan^  bot'Wsii^ 
now  on  the  decline,  and  usually  attc^de^'^ 
boxes  ev^  night.  ''' 

'  Wilhcon,^  more  unhappy  tlmti  he  h^d  h&etk'&k 
aomeyears^  returned  immediately  to  R^b^  ^^ 
though  he  farced  himself  to  sit  out  tlie^rest^  ^ 
play,  was  M'erideBdy  disorder^,  thd^R^tiflMi^* 
wholly  interested  f6v  bis  father,  saw  4be  t^tffi:^ 
di^op  w4th  pleasure^  •  «nd  attended'  him  to  litk  tefik 
where  they  lodged,  nlore  concern^d^ai  biifir^itf^MM^ 


dB^ly  ^ad  jamudad  ^ith  the  j^oe]iil»^nc0  (^  ^hal 
he  bad  K^^.,       ,  . 

The  idea  af  the  laidy  bjaai^hed  re^t  during., tba 
who\^  nig^btirpm  WiUim^s  pillow ;  aiid<  wtsipf  at 
Ihte  ,4awn  of  day j .  leftviftg  bi&  mn  in  a.  mnvd  .^l^pi 
soadjii  thetalreQf  his  hostesisi^heinqnyred  th^  vay 
to,^]be  pyi^ter$  jof  sevw^  ^ewspaper^s^.;  in  all  pf 
which*  he  ordered  the  following  advertisement  tOr 

:.,  .;  .  .4..        ..       ./     / K         •.  ■  .1       . 

Mf  ;]frrf^-r7a  Get-d— n,  viho  finirtQen  yeftoi  since  Mt  hei 
ifkuis^  through  the  artful  persu^&icHis^of  a.^ort{i}essf]]ian^ 
aid  who  is  now  known  to  be  very  unhappily  situated,  will 
return  'to  her  delations  in  'Cumberland,  or  inquire  for  her  bro- 
tlB»  'W-^l-*-m  G-*-d— n,  at  the  Sw^ati,  in  Lkd  Lane,'  he  wirf 
ie0i{ive  i^r>  with  open  anofl;  and  tshe  nmy  yet  meet  the  for- 
glT^nj^ia^.  .of  ^  paiftnt  befoce  he  drops  into  the  gfave/  -    ' 

.T^is  ad.i\feiti£ein*Dit,  though  rapf  atedfor  a  whole 
suwti^  ,^ijiig  which -he  renaain^d'  m  town  ^of 
that  pm^post^  jeaest  BO'  reply,  non  Wjere-  his  visita 
tatlM$.th«atres  moifa  am^g^  ^Ui^iifth  hie^was 
^^%i9d  tQ^ikpsarti;  *  leaving/  howei^^Hs;  ^ith  hi0 
I^pf^p^d  ^  ,vie)ry  paitipidax^inassage'^vespeeting  the 
{i^is^fi  w^  might  applyy  and  m  drder  fyt-  2Skf 
^^Wify>tsbe  required^         /        ;     , 

During  William's  ^ay  in  liondon  he^lso  made 
pffticiiUr  ioqiwite  alter  j^win';  ^^t  tm^^ftin 
wb^e.to  appjyy  yrmahlj^B^  jtO'ha^e^  recourse  to 
t^  hm%  <rf  Mb..  Delmer,  mM^'  ladjt's  jolnttoe 
faJly^tQ  Uifsm,  be  ccii^ptur^  they  m^^  be  abl< 
^i£^4fi^^^^^>wation!;:  bii»tth«y^mply  knew 
tti|||tj^9rin  had^tu]n|£4<the  wboie^.hiS' property 
Bitori^ni^f  entexed  again  iat^  the  wmy^f  w^d  waa 
gone  abroad.    With  some  paii|$  William  at  length 
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found  out  to  what  regim^it  he  bcdoo^ed,  and  oh 
applying  to  the  agent,  gained  the  forthor  infor^ 
matiosith^t  Edwin  had,  years  before^  asecoad 
time  resigned  ^  qommi^sion^  mhci^  .whichulie 
l^iew,  nothing  respecting  him;  butTen^le^tedto 
hfive  hefurd  onepf  the  officers  who  h^mf^to 
the  same  regiment  say,  he  was  adYasiUgecmaly 
married.  r  J  ♦    >   • 

On  William's retuni.to  Inglewood  hoidilc^ed 
the  intelligence  he  had.  received  respecting£dwiB4 
but  remaiiifd  totally  silent  in  ri^ard  tOifimiidft  to 
all  but  Mrs.  Palmer  and  Fanny,  as  tbatinloniiaf; 
tion  could  but  unavailingly  hav4e  gitedilfteab 
anguish  to  his  father.  .    /  ..^  ^  * 

.  Reuben  was  pleased  to  find  himself  oiwe  jaeit^ 
at  hom6;  and  hastily  onbracing  his  faq»%  mt^ 
quired,  for  Mrs.  Palmer  and  Anna;  vbui  had 
saaric^ly  givei^  them  time  to  tell  Jiinsilhat  bodi 
were  well,  when,  he  declared  that  jhe^wns  lio^m 
the  lea»t  ti«^,  but  would  go  and  see  Ihe«i9  lAm 
with  the  speed,  of  a  greyfapuad^  iew  ,fym^  home;* 
and  took  the  road  to  theoKemqr^ui^  (. ,  a ' :   ' 

Mrs.  Palmer  and  Annaappear^ed  lo»pa9tici|ii^ 
'  the  pleasure  he  felt  at  thj&  loeekif^*  An«a  Im^ 
round  his  neck,  and  wept  with  joy,  wUfe  Redbea 
Ipndly  kissed  her  Ups,  cbfifel^i^,  and  fopehead,  say- 
ing, 'I  will  never  go. to  London. a0iiniAi»a ; 
indeed  I  have  been  very  uo^appy*'       «   i  '^-y^-^'^- 

,  *  Unhappy  I'.r^Jie^  Mra*,Pajjper,-PT*  ftrayi  usf 
young  friends  what  made  you  so  f*  i  ^    :.:  i 

<Why,  in  the  first  plac^,  Madaqi,  my^fiithfir 
was  uncomppnly  mela«Lcholy^>and  wiien>we»4Bat. 
down  to  our  solitary,  n^als,.  BpA  I  looked  muiBri^ 
and  saw  neither  my  mother,  my  grandfath^Es^a^^ 
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farottfeTy  4itil^  Agn*si,  you  Atiditthf,  noi  Aiy  AtthW, 
B[iyte**yiMrft  ittiriy  bosom,  arid  I ^a^  niore  iiea- 
djictt(>eiy  tlibh  to  eat:  thin;  aill  ste|)tihaife'^M 
Mtod^iHith  iMiyfttfcfwrte  thfe'iWgM  Jie  ii^Td  sigH 
Wti»ly;*'i#ll«ii-he  thbUght^I  was  Isfeejil'^^Blflf'i 
trti^»*«lto^4iM;ihied  to  Ibr^l  ittysMf  m^<^^f 
fbrtm^Seiii^W  *wai^  quiet'  I^  IremfembfereH  the  |)lejt-i 
sttrefirof  home,  arid  comparing  them  with  tilie  bus- 
ie(tl43lil3«^fri  iWiihed*  tffe  tffefe'^aife  Back,  and 
Mtrttf  Ae^B'toleate  IngleVr(y6d.*-*  -*;•  . 
'^J*iih«t>4ybff€a:f^,*fej6ttbenr i^^  the  JiMstii-es, 'or 

at^dm^^si^hts  of  London,  aimtised  youf  answer- 
At^i^'-^Palratet.  •  •  •• ''  '  *  ' ' 

*  They  rather  surprised  than  antttsed  me,  except 
Hatlfhesttesy  rejilifed  Reuben ;  *  for  feifampie,'  one 
wrt^kf^^^dftBrpmhrng  through  numberless  crb\V(fi^ 
ind  i^tti^w^<l^  streets,  we  cdme  at  bric^  tb  tlial: 
■teitiftiynfi  **lding^  called  St;  f^#s/-wHicB 
atrdok  Wtf4ft4  te^intfef  1  caundt  d^^fe^iKbfe  !*  "^it0 
my^*lth«?»^>e«ttti^*teii,  I  wstikeft^tfeff^^in  xio^^^^^ 
dtafloidnttdibii^i^^  as  Fhad^riWbelfofeli^l^bse^ 
such  an  edifii^MihtHe  wfifelie*  wbHdl' '  *  J^rorii'thejioe*^^ 
yUssp^wUie^^d  soiti^Hat  fbrAier;  to  a  place  Where 
t^inbiwrie&d  e^aftrisicfrfof  iMiguages  brought*  th6 
tfimolrjdf  JWb*l'  iSKH  stroiigly  #6r  tny  mind;  that  t 
coiqU.tkOlcf«a<b6ariaug1»!i^ ;  but  my  niirtfe  was  of 
i^ifiltiitoiitmaiaiie^;  i^  a  Ifttiie  6ii  bne  side  \te 
passed  a  place  ftitt  of  ttfembst  aMbdkitig  gibomy 
bfingi^^lierer ' saw,  Wny  of  Whom  Wiere  silfent, 
aad  apparentiy  lost  Mn^  thought,  tHeii'  ey'es  fixed 
<mA»  gtdlind,  thek^foirfehead}^  k*it^  kri9^  their  eye- 
teo»r»'«icmA  imb^!ir«  Were  falklii^Tast  dud* Ibiid, 
tkA^mamk^y,  i  by  %he  *ttf*'  my  ear'  ediild  catch; 
emamAmi^'    a  v^'  •--  *   '' '  -^^  "  '-•^''  ' ^ "  ^  '*' 

14  3  s 
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*  Well,  but  Reuben/  initarrapted  Mrs,  Palmer, 
*you  saiw  tjiie  tower,  did  you  not?    What  did • 
you  think  of  that?' 

'  VYby,  t))at/was^. among  my  disa^oiatnickits, 
IVIadafn:  I  expected  quite  adifferait  boiidiBglT 
and  when  I  found  a  mere  jusxibled  crowd  of 
bouses,  I  \Ya$  di$gus|^ed  before  I  entered .V  ,  (  '  ■ 
/  But  tb?^  inner  part  certainly  repaid 'you  fm 
your  disappointment/  ^aid  Mr»«  Palmw:x  ^i^id 
you  not  admire  the  armoury?'  5^      ^      «*^ 

.  '  I  was  astonished  at  the  ingenuity,  oir  Hatber^ 
the  patience  of  the  man  who  placed  tbe  weapons : 
perhaps  I  should  have  viewed  them  witk  some 
pleasure,  had  not  my  father  given  rise  to  a  very 
disagreeable  idea,  by  saying.  How  inany  widows 
and  orphans,  thmk  you,  Reuben,  those  instaK^: 
ments  of  death  have  made?  This  remiarkfdis^ 
gusted  me,  with,  them,  and  on  reviewingi  *hein 
i  could  almost  ha\^e  fancied  th^  poiotn  of'4hB 
spears  wer^iitai|ied  with  blood.^ 

'But  then  the  other  curiosities ;*r^e  jevpA- 
offiqe,  and  the  wild  beasts/  •    ? 

' For the.first,  Madam,  I aainojml^e^ though 
I  think  they  would  h»vie  :4d%hiled  my  MfiHler 
Agnes.  My  fath^  particularly  xallftd'my:  attwi- 
tion  towards  them,  -by  observing  liowO(^er|i  mqeh. 
to  be  pitied  was  the  virtuous  mjgi^wbom^ite^d 
destined  to  support  such  n^wpight/rf  caw  as  oMBt 
ever  accompai^y  a,  fTQyfSi.  JBut,  Madam,,  pwiflbn 
me  asking  |w«  a  question  :r-^-Whafc  ati^  tbetusetif 
the\YiJdbea§ts?'  ,  .         ^  ,1  n;  v  t // • 

*  Indeed,  R^bpn,'  replied liMfft-.^PahadipHI 
ca\nnot  wejl  ,^^sw€^.y.ou :.  bu|  I.su(^!Mb4key/afae 
kept  either  for  curiosity  or  amu9?.i|x^i»Wj  irU^^^^ 
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'  *  1  would  sooner  keep  a  lamb  or  a  dove/  said 
Anna:  *  I -am  sure  such  ferociotrs  inonsters  could 
never  amuse  me/ 

^Tbe^  hearts,  I*  see,  we  must  give  lip,*  added 
Mrs.  Palmer;  *but  the  abbey,— were  yoii  nbf 
ebaiined  with  that,  Reuberi?'  •    ' 

*  Yes,  Madam,  it  inspired  both  pleasure  and 
awrfes'l  WES  delighted  to  s^e  monutoentk  erected 
to  genius  and  tnerit,  and  reflected  with  reverence 
on  thte  once  distinguished  characters  that  siir- 
foufiided' me. '  At  rtiat  moment  I  could  almost 
have  wished!  had  been  bom  to  be  a  warri6r ;  biit 
my  father  again  called  ofl'my  attention,  by' point- 
ing to  a  worm  that  had  been  thrown  but  with  some 
eurthy  desiring  me  to  notice  the  difference  be- 
tween that  iand  the  worms  that  fed  on  plebeians 
in  tifie  chttPchyafd  at  Inglewood.  •  ' 

•  *  And  pray  what  might  be  the  i)ui^ort  of  your 
ebservation  ?'  said  Mrs.  Palmer,  laughing.' 

*  Very  trifling.  Madam,'  answered  Reuben,  Join- 
ihg  her  nm?^ ;  *^  but  I  was  aware  why  my  father 
advanced  the  subject.  He'  observed  with  what 
pleasure  I  contemplated  thfe  tombs  of  particujar 
t^racters  I  had  either  heard  or  re^d  of:  I  there- 
fore preteiided  to  look  Carefully  at  the  worm,  and 
replied;*  tiie  only  difference  I  believed  was,  th;it 
this  was  rather  fatter.  **  An  excellent  incentive 
for  a  man  to  become  a  hero," yretiimed  my  father 
♦*¥efei8ofar,  I  must  confess,  heroes  are  the  best 
fiiends  to  worms,  as  they  procure  them  most  food." 

•  We  were  then«hown  the  wax- work,*  continued 
Reubeii;*  ♦  a  number  off  strange,  unmeaning,  taw- 
thy/iB-dresBed  futures,  with 'fixed  eyes,  and  that 
neither  give  pleasure,  nor  cause  any  emotion,  oiie 
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only  excepted ;  this  my  £aither  regarded  with  m 

much  respect,  that  I  invohmtarily  caught  it  from 

him/ 

,'.  'Was  it  Getiersd  Monk?'  int^rupted  Mrs. 

palmer. 

>  Nil,  Madam^'  it  was  Lord  Chatham^  My  (^ 
ther  afterwards,  as  we  passed  through 'the  pavk, 
B^ted  auoh  things  of  him^  as  made  me  ahkfqst 
ready  to  run  back  and  look  at  him  agaii;;'     '  ♦ 

^  But  the  theatres,  Reuben/  said  Mrs;  Paimei^ 

*CMi!  they  delighted  me,'  rep^ed  lie..  f>I  tow 
9Q!me  of  Shakespe^e's  plays ;  s^  wl^il^tty  ^y^ 
were  wet  witli  the  sorrows  of  one  scene,  the  wit 
and  humour  of  the  j^xi  made  me  almost  r«ady  tq 
burst  with  laughter/  / 

^  Well,  after  all,'  said  Anna,  ^  if  the  pleasu]:esof 
XiOndon  'we  only  what  you  describe^  I  sea  tiothiog 
am^ong  them  to  be  preferred  to  ^^^cb  owihe 
greeii  in  smnm^,  or  in  the  manor-hall  in  winter*? 

*yref€fredr  replied  Rei^ben,  *  there  aipfe  ntme 
jpqaal  to  it,  orMteast  none  to  mty  fancy ;  and  if 
my  fatbprgoes  a^aip^  it  is  Ediiprard's  t^im  to  ac* 
company  him;  I  am  siire  I  shall  notenvy^him^*  ^ 

The  diseouri^e  was  here  put*  an  end  to  by  th^ 
arrival  of  William,  and  some  others  of  the  fetmyiy^ 
who,  after  passing  a  cheerful  ev^ifig  with  Mxs^ 
Palm^,  returned  home,^.  /       [ 

foi3i  near  foirf  years  aft«6r  the  jomiiey  la  li^dtoi 
jno  materiiatl  occttrrence  disturbed  the  hatnto^ 
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Iftglewood.  The  old  men,  dioagb  now  both 
Tergiqg  to w^trda.  eighty »  were ^  still  able  to  walk 
ajboqty  tbetr  senses  perfect,  and  were  neitt^ev 
trot^i^dnie  to  tbemselvefi^inaciotbd]^.  No  news 
bad  yet  transpired  of  either  £dwin  or  ISmxm^ 
afid  William  cherished  a  bope^  that  •hii'tiQi|84>py 
lfiste«'s:  .tices  were  terminated  by  d^thv     < 

•Mr^^f  F^lm^i^  who  had  the  newspapers  vegnlarly 
repiittedy  Q^e  day,  in  reading  the  contents,  of  one^ 
hmatnQ  in^cdnned  that  the  estate  in  .Kainaioa,  \^tch 
\mk  fomierly  apf^ftained  to  her  uncle  Walters,  was 
^be  a€xld».  tog^ber  with  the. stock  a%id  negroes^ 

^I  bdn^^«l^i^Bgkicliiiation^'  said  sbetoGqdwin; 

ifh^  was  present^  <  to  make  .iiu|iiiry  whether  any  of 

fte  ^ves  formerly  belonging  to  my  uncle  art 

Wmg ;  I.  would  freely  purchase  and  mstore  them 

tdrlih^rty*    Thou^i  X  ani  unaeqnapited  with  theniii 

F^^'can  direct  me  cm  the  occasion,  and  will  i^ 

tbkijciase  betlientost  proper  o^mnwbwsiion^/ 

^  The  Godwws  all  warmly  ^ppla«dbd  t^  mdii?e ; 

|ind  {"eli^^  being  called  and  coiM^ilted,  aec^ed 

the  offii^e  with  a/joy  little  short  of  Tapture*    He 

was  AOifir  tunned:  of  seventy ;  but  declaredr  tbad 

Mss  it  not.  posfiihle  to  traisisact  the  business  ii| 

)ft0nd()(n»  be  would  wiUii^y*  undertake  a^  voyage 

teJftuiiaioa  on; such  an^occasion ;  but  which  doubt* 

kss  would  he  unnecessary,.  aistbeest«^Qwastbbe 

sold  publicly  at  Garraway's,  if  not  previously  dis* 

posed  of ^  pfivate  oontraet  f  «^4hsfe^must  ne« 

cesnarily  be  an  agent  in  town,  who  perfectly  un^ 

4er»tpod  the  whoi^  sn^d  what  negroes  were  uponit. 

Reuben,  it  has  been  before  observed,  was  not 

If^^l^^rly, partial  to^Lond^^  oo 

VuJjjpl?^       takejiset^wid  journey ;  but  Ed  ward. 
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who  was  now  sixteen,  felt  the  warmest  desire  to 
accompany  Felix ;  and  whispering  his  wishes  to 
Reuben,  they  were  ,soon  conveyed  to  his  fath^, 
wh(^  wiUipg  to  gratify,  him;  immediately  proposed 
his  ^Qcompanyiijg  Feli^c-^an .  offer  that ,  moB  ac- 
cepted i[trit}jt  the. utmost  plewure.       i        , 

Fornishi^d  with  a  lett^  of  credit  OQMrfi.  Palmer's 
baiiJ^rf  a  few.  days  after,  they  setoff  for  Lf(mil^i, 
travelling  by  easy  stages  in  a  post^cham ;  for  Felix 
grew  too  advanced;  in  years  to  ride  far  on  horse- 
back. After  reposing  one  day  on  their  arrivsd, 
tl)ey  repaired  to  the  agent,  who,  however,  was 
imaqquainted  with  any  thing  but  the  grciss  of  the 
husin^ess ;  but  referred  him  to  a  lady  of  thfe  name 
of  JFitzmorris,  who  vras  sister  to  the  owner,  whom 
he  observed  was  out  of  town;  but  that  he  had  no 
<loubt^  the  lady  could  give  every  infor^atioui 
fks  she  had  resided  some  years  on  the  estate,  and 
was  alsQ  now  accou^ianied  by  the  owner  s  dfiugh- 
ter,  who  might  ^eist  her  recollection.  r« 

Thus  inforpned, .  FeUx  and  his  young  companion 
v^aited  Ofx  Mrs,  Fitzmorris,  and  were  immediately 
ci,4mi(t^dt  The  la;dy  was  not  alone ;  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  Fitzmorris,  a  tall@irl  of  fourteen,  wiis  seated 
at  work  by  her  sidei  and  pos^essad  on^  of  th^ 
fascinatiug  countenances  that  might  ^ma$t  bctsi^d 
tp  be  impossible,  to  he  looked  on  without  inte- 
resting the  beholder- .  Herfeature?  w^rp  eoicq^itdiy 
foHQed ;  h€jr  cpmplpoon  brujaette,  but^o  ? Jeari  t^ 
ey^ry  variation  of  the  ||i^ling  blood  wa^4^iw?ei3i- 
ible ;  her  eyes  were  black  and  sparkling,  bu^  sc^^ 
^ned  by  inodesty  ^aud  gentteue^s,,  they  appeared 
rather  forof^ed  to  steal  jiitQ  th^  heji^f  t|i9i»  f^kci  i| 
l^y  jsjirprise ;  her  hair  ^ss  dftrk  broi^n^jfgdfl^j^vfid 
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in  liuniribus  negligence  down  her  waist,  which 
showed  the  perfect  symmetry  that  might  be  ex- 
pected when  its  growth  was  completed. 

Felix  and  Edward  were  received  by  the  eldest' 
lady  wtlh  politeness,  and  being  infoimed  of  the 
business  coolly  approved  the  motives,  while  Miss 
FitzmorHs  applauded  it  with  warmth ;  and  laying 
d^wii  her  work  viewed  the  dtrieiligeirs  with  a  plea- 
sute  ttittt*  sparkled  in  her  eyes. 

*i  hhre  a  list  below,'  said  Mrs.  Fitzmorris,  *  of 
the  per^obs,  ages,  and  names,  of  all  the  negroes 
vfhich  my  brother  desired  me  to  send  to  the 
agent;  but  I  have  omitted  it  through  forgetful-* 
ness.     if  you  please  we  will  refer  to  that ;  and  if 
any  of  the  negroes  are  among  those  you  wish! 
to  liberate,  I  will  desire  the  agent  to  accommo- 
date you,  as  Mr.  Fitzmorris  is  now  at  Bath,  and 
will  not,  I  am  sure,  disapprove  my  obliging  you.* 
With  thtese  words  the  lady  ordered  the  list,  anrf 
with  Felix  ekiamined  accurately  the  persons  and 
Blaines :  Felix,  howeverV  only  found  two  of  his 
old'  acquaintance  among  them,  and  those  very 
tttuch  advanced  in  years.    While  they  were  thus 
busied,  Miss  Fftzniorris  had  withdrawn  for  a  few 
miiiMeS,  but  returned  before  they  had  concluded ; 
and  drawing  hear  Edward,  while  heif  aunt  leaned 
over  the  table,  gave  him  d  small  parcel  undirected, 
^d  that  so  cautiously,  that  it  was  unobserved  by 
toy  But  the  party  to  whom  it  was  presented,  who 
ifeitittctively  put  it  in  his  pocket,  ihough  with  a 
trembling  hand. 

'"  Fifelixv  furnished  with  the  intelligence  he  wished, 
i^tiif^M  With  his  young  companion*,  who  soon  in^ 
ftmaed  him  of  the  strange  occurrence.    They 
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itbthediately  adjdurned  into  the  fir»f  home  of 
entertainment  they  fonnd  for  theit  purpose  ;  aud 
Edward,  with  an  agitated  hand,  hastily  broke  the 
seal,  and  found,  to  his  utter  astonishment,  five 
bank-notes  for  ten  pounds  each,  enclosed  in  a 
paper  containing  these  lines : — 

/  As  I  know  neither  of  you,  I  cannot  address  you  by  Haati^i 
but  my  heart  whispers  you  are  possessed  of  humanity^  or  tlie 
good  lady,  whose  charity  leads  her  to  liberate  those  unhappy 
negroes,  would  not  make  you  her  agents.  My  father  and  aunt 
are  both  good  people ;  but  are  too  much  accustomed  to  the 
West  Indies  to  think  on  those  subjects  as  your  employer  does, 
and  have  therefore  refused  me  the  freedom' of  a  woma^^-slare 
and  her  son,  whom  I  dearly  love,  for  the  woman  attended  mj 
mother  in  her  last  illness.  What  I  would  request  therefore  is, 
that  you  would  condescend  to  mention  this  circumstance  to 
the  lady,  and  entreat  her  to  buy  them  among  her  number ;  the 
purchase  will,  I  fear,  be  more  than  t  have  enclosed,  which  is 
all  I  at  present  possess,  and  what  I  have  been  these  two  yeanr 
accumulating  for  that  purpose :  bWt  tell  her*  if  I  five,  I  wiS 
gratefully  repay  the  overplus,— ever  esteem  myself  her  debtosr 
and  love  her  dearly  for  interest. 

'Editha  Fitzmoiris. 

'  P.  S.  Let  me  know  the  lady^s  name,  if  she  condescends 
to  grant  my  request.  The  slave  alluded  to  is  called  Juliai 
and  her  son  Scipio.' 

The  amazement  of  Felix  and  Edward  at  the 
contents  of  this  letter,  is  easier  to  be  conceived 
than  described.  The  open  freedom  of  the  young 
lady  charmed  the  old  man. — '  Ah,  sweet  maid  !* 
cjried  he,  *  I  am  sorry  your  father  is  going  to  sell 
the  plantation ;  ray  poor  countrymen  will  not,  I 
fear,  find  such  another  kind  mistress.' 
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*  Then  she  is  such  a  lovely  girl,  Felix/  returned 
£dward,  '  I  thought  she  looked  like  an  angel,  even 
hefore  she  spoke.  I  wish  she  lived  near  Ingle- 
wood;  my  sister  Anna  would,  I  aha  sure,  be 
charmed  >vith  her :  as  it  is,  we  shall  never  see  her 
more.  But  what  do  you  mean  to  do  in  regard  to, 
the  woman  and  her  son  whom  she  has  mentioned?' 

*  Free  them  most  certainly,'  answered  Felix :  *  I 
am  worth  paore  than  twice  as  much  money  as  will. 
do4hat,  and  will  willingly  expend  it  in  such  a 
cause.  Her  notes  I  will  return;  she  will  find 
mvinf  uses  for  them  ;  and  there  is  no  occasion  to 
let  her  know  the  address,  as  it  will  but  put  her 
to  straits  to  endeavour  to  repay  tl>e  money.' 

*Th€n>'  replied  Edward,  •  we  shall  not  even 
hear  of  her  again ;  yet,  peiiiaps,  aa  you- say,  it 
would  but  distress  her:'  Felix  and  Edward  then 
adjourned  to  their  lodging^  wheVe,  on  farther  ii^- 
Testigatign  of  the  business,  it  was  agreed  that 
Fehx,  on  the  Qext  morning,  should  agaiii  wait  on 
Mrs.  Fitzmorris,  pretend  to  look  ot«?  the  list  of 
slaves,  and  fix  on  the  two  additional  ones  speci- 
fied by  the  young  lady. 

^  Felix  then  enclosed  the  notes  ready  to  return  to 
hex:  Edward  wished  to  write  a  line  with  them* 
and  sat  down  to  execute  his  purpose,  but  in  vain. 
After  repeatedly  beginning,  and  tearing  the  paper, 
he  gave  up  the  att^npt,  '.uilable  to.  satisfy  himself 
in  what  he  wished  to  /express.        y 

Th^  next  day  Felix  and  his  yo^ng*Qompanion 
Waited  op  Mrs:  Fitzmonris  s^  early  thdt  the  lady 
was  not  ris^n^  but  ^emt.  down  to  r€(que«ifc  tliey 
"^ouldwdit  a  quarter  of  an.hourrwhen  she  wauld ; 
attend  them:  ^     .  ^    i  •  *   ^     ..   •  <>  m.         .«        ^ 
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not  fail  to  express  pleasure  at  her  character/  But 
all  praise  was  cold  to  Edward's ;  for  with  him  she 
was  at  once  a  miracle  of  goodness  and  beauty. 

*Ah,  Reuben!'  said  he,  one  day  when  alone 
with  his  brother,  *  I  have  often  thought  our  sister 
a  lovely  giri,  but  she  is  not  to  be  compared  with 
Miss  Fitzmorris ;  her  fine  hazd  eyes  are  far  supe- 
rior to  Anna's  blue  ones ; ,  and  do  not  yoa  think 
dark  hair  more  beautiful  than  light?' 

*NotI,  indeed,'  replied  Reuben,  warmly:  *Ido 
not  dispute  but  she  may  be  a  likely  girl ;  but  to 
say  that  she  is  handsomer  than  Anna  is  ridiculous. 
No  one  can  persuade  me  that  any  eyes  can  exceed 
hers  in  loveliness ;  the  sky  itself  is  not  of  a  more 
chaiming  colour.  And  then  Anna'i^h^;  can  any 
dark  locks  equal  that?  No ;  surely,  Edward,  you 
must  be  a  very  bad  judge,  for  Anna's  hair  is  the 
finest  I  ever  saw ;  it  is  the  first  shade  of  bright 
brown,  and  in  the  son  (ooks.  like  threads  of 
waving  gold.' 

Felix  at  that  minute  entering,  the  dispute  was 
referred  to  him,  and  he  was  appointed  judge  be-, 
tween  them,  *  Indeed,'  said  he,  *  young  racri,  you 
have  set  me  rath^  a  difficult  task.  Your  sister 
Anna  is  a  lovely  fair  girl,  and  Miss  Fjlzmorris, 
though  brown,  equally  lovely ;  therefore  I  cannot 
give  to  either  the  superiority.  Your  opinions  of 
beauty,  it  seems,  are  different,  and  opposite  to  your 
own  persons ;  for  Reuben  himself  has  dvk  eyes 
and  haiis  yet  he  admires  fair  comfdexicms ;  wbil^ 
Edward,  on  the  contrary,  is  light-coloured,  and  is 
charmed  with  the  brown.  My  countrymen, '  added 
the  old  man,  laughing,  's^re  not  90  puzzM;  oar 
b^uties  are  all  of  a  colour/ 
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The  warm  attachment  between  Reuben  and 
Anna,  while  it  pleased  the  family,  yet  sometimes 
gave  them  a  sentiment  of  sorrow.  Fanny  parti^ 
cularly  would  frequently  lament  that  she  had 
acktiowledged  her,  as  otherwise  she  might  have 
becoitie  the  wife  of  her  son. 

The  partiality  of  Mrs.  Palmer  for  Anna,  added 
to  her  own  lovely  form,  in  the  mean  time,  not- 
withstanding her  youth,  brought  her  some  unex- 
ceptionable offers ;  but,  as  both  her  reputed  pa- 
rents and  Mrs.  Palmer  declai*ed  her  at  liberty  on 
that  subject,  they  were  rejected,  . 

*  Ah!  Madam,'  said  she  to  Mrs.  Palmer,  *  I  will 
never  leave  you;  for  where  can  I  be  so  happy? 
Not  my  mother  herself  is  dearer  to  my  heart; 
she.  Heaven  be  praised,  has  many  to  comfort  her; 
but  you/  continued  she,  fondly  kissing  her,  Miave 
only  your  poor  grateful  Anna  I' 

^  Far  be  it  from  me,'  replied  Mrs.  Palmer,  *  even 
to  wish  to  be  separated  from  you,  my  love ;  yet, 
Anna,  )  cannot  but  say  I  should  like  to  see  you 
happily  settled.' 

'And  so  I  am,'  replied  she.  *  Ah!  Madam,  I 
always  pray  that  you  may  live  to  such  a  good 
age  as  my  grandfathers ;  and  then,  you  know,  we 
shall  be  both  old  together.' 

'  Six  or  seven-and-thirty  years  will  always  make 
some  difference  between  us,'  answered  Mrs.  Pal- 
mer, with  a  smile ;  *  hovvever,  be  assured  in  the  article 
^f  marriage  you  are  totally  your  own  mistress.' 

The  affection  of  Mrs.  Palmer  for  Anna  knew 
no  bounds ;  she  regarded  her  as  a  tender  blossom 
«he  had  reared,  and  gloried  in  the  expansion  of 
virtues  she  had  incukated^   introducing  bw  to 
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ttiose  few  friends  she  r^arded,  as  a  bclo¥ed  cb3d; 
and  ever,  •  when  speaking  of  ber,  using  the  name 
ef  Anna  Padmer:  an  appellation^  as  it  gratified 
her  benefactress,  that  she  was  generally  called  by, 
not  only  by  the  doinestics,  but  even  by  the  whole 
neighbourhood, — Mrs.  and  Miss  Palmer  being 
the  common  distinction. 


CHAP.  XXXVIII. 

Mrs.  Palmeb  had  now  passed  near  nineteen 
yeai*s  in  the  peaceful  retreat  which  her  heart  ap* 
proved,  when  she  one  day  received  a  letter  from  i 
her  attorney  in  town,  entreating  her  to  hasten  to 
the  metropolis,  as  her  father,  who  was  now  above 
eighty,  and  not  expected  to  Uve  long,  had  ex- 
pressed the  most  ardent  wish  to  see  her  before  h^ 
died.  His  son  had  been  some  years  dead ;  smce 
which  event,  the  influence  of  his  wife  had  been  in 
vam  exerted  to  divert  h&Ei  from  the  earnest  desire 
he  had  to  embrace  once  more  his  now  only  child; 
Determined,  at  all  events^  to  satisfy  himself  on  a  ' 
subject  so  near  his  heart,  he  had  employed  her 
attorney  to  make  his  will,  and  likewise  requested 
him  to  send  her  word  that  be  wished  to  see  her  k 
town. 

Mrs.  Palmer  immediately  I'eplied  to  her  corre- 
spondent that  she  would  set  off  for  London  ^s 
speedily  as  possible,  entreating  him,  in  the  mean 
time/  to  procure  her  either  a  small  house  ready 
Ibmish^d,  or  convenient  lodgings,  as  she  did  not 
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dioose,  if  even  invited,  to  he  inidear  thf  same  roof 
irith  her  motber-in-law.  Anna  she  proposed  to 
take  with  her ;  but  her  oid  aoid  &dthfhi  Fdix  was 
now  too  feeble  to  undertake  such  a  journey,  the 
last  being  almost  too  mnch  for  his  sirength. 

Aoaa,  thov^.tendeiiy  attached  to  Mrs.  Pal-« 
jner,  felt  but  little  predilection  fw  the  journey; 
fnd  1l»e.eT€3inig  before  tbey  were  to  depart,  when 
she  took  leave  of  the  family,  appaaited  overwhelm^ 
ed  with  grief. 

*  With  no  one  bat  your  best  iriend,  my  love, 
wonld  I  trust  yon,'  said  Fanny,  as  the  embraced 
her:  ^  but  under  her  guidance  you  are  safe  ;  for 
though  bred  and.  educated  in  that  nmrsary  of  vice; 
how  t^Dtless  and  ytnblemished  dtas  ever  been  her 
condudt !  I  shall  anxiously  wait  your  retnm,  for 
my/batppineas  can  never  be  complete  while  any  of 
you  are  absent;  and  I  sincerely  .confess,  I  hope  t# 
£nd  yoii  as  little  pleased  with  London  as  your 
ibrother  Boubenwas ;  ^ior  I  canaDLO^  but  say  I  &ar 
onyjEdward  was  rather  partial  to  it.' 

*  No^  indbeed,  my  dear  motiwa:,'  r6plied£dward4 
'  I  Cialaanly  skauld  like  to  seek  once  more,.ihou^ 
not  from  any  particular  attachmaat  to  Ihe  place. 
I  only  wish  to  hear  what  .Mias  Fitzmorris  saya 
^respecting  her  slaves,  and  to  know  whether  she  is 
ivell ;  ^e  must  surely  havue  a  crueLfath^  to  refuse 
her  «nch  a  nequesL^  Ah !'  continued  he,  with 
oMSfjgy^^t  wish  she  was  your  daughter,  or  any 
former's  daughter  near  Inglewood ;  she  would 
i&en,  I  think,^  be  much  bs^pier,  .and  I  am  sure 
I  sbould  jaevia:  wish  to  see  Laudon  agajn.' 

.Faopiy^saw  with  concern  thad;  young  as  iher  sn^i 
Edward  was,  his  heart  was^eposdessed  >in  favour 
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of  Editlia;  but  trastihg  to  time  to  reiao¥«(|o 
early  an  impresfioon^  she  passed  from  tbe  subjiN^ 
to  sQime  oHifer  less  mteresting  to  hinu   .  .  jm  . 

'  Mrs.'Palmer,'  said  Anna^  resuming  the  q(h^; 
versation,  <^faas  determined  to  vijaiit  Mra.  fifs^ 
morris  when  she  goes  to  town,  and  thank  her 
for  the  t]:Qublje  ^hp  took  concerning  the  slaves^ 
if  it  is  only  to  form  an  acquaintance  between  her 
niece  and  myself.' 

*  Oh !   how  kind  and  good !'    exclaimed  Ed- 
ward ;  *  how  charmed  will  you  be  witli  her,  An- 
na !     I  am  sure  you  must  love  her.    Tell  h&r  ire^ 
talk  of  her  at  Inglewood,  and  wish  berras  happy 
as  her  company  would  make  us.' 

*  You,  Reuben,'  said  Anna,  '  wfll  write  U^vm> 
I  know,  and  tell  me  every  particular  riespeclf« 
ii^  home ;  and  in  return  I  will  inform  you  of  evep;.: 
circumstance  that  happens  in  town/  .  -  ,/ 

Reuben  threw  his  arms  fondly  round  her,  %\ 
tear  trembling  in  his  eye.    'Ah,   Anna,'  ^p^ 
he,  *I  have  frequently  lamented  that  you,  i^^c|, 
brought  up  from  home ;  had  not  that  hemk  ,th^ 
case,  we  diould  not  now.have  been  separated.'.    < 

'  It  will  be  but  for  a  short  tiii&e,  my  bretb^l . 
replied  she,  kissing  his  cfaeeic,— *  and  I  shalUre 
turn  to  Inglewood  witk  rapture;  for  what  ,€PL 
make  me  amaids  for  beiiig  separiated  fron(  such 
dear  friends?     I  am.snre,  Reii^ien,  if  I  had  v^ 
will,  1  would  wish  never  to  be  parted  from  yo%'  i 

Fanny  regarded  ihem  in  silence,  while  a.  tesr 
stole  down  her  cheek;  biit  Mrs.  Palmer  atlhat 
moment  joining  them,  the  com^rsation  became 
general,  until  the  parties  s^arated,  after  re{i«i^ted 
adieus,  embraces^  and  tears*  .... 


/ 
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On  the  mornmg  following  Mrs.  Palmer  and 
Annqc  set  off  for  London,  where  they  arrived  aftei: 
^pleasajait  journey  of  five  days ;  and  found  all  pre 
paf^ed  for  ti^dk  reception,  Mrs.  Palmer's  corre- 
«pQn4eat  having  punctually  obeyed  her  orders. 


CHAP.  XXXIX. 

It  wQjS  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  January 
that  Mrs.  Palmer  and  Anna  set  off  for  London, 
leaving  the  family  at  Inglewood  more  oppressed 
with  their  absence  d:ian  the  gloom  of  thie  season. 
Ilie  weather  was  particularly  severe,  the  snow 
bad  fallen  in  great  quaQtities,  and  prevented  the 
poQr  from  having  recourse  to  their  usual  industry. 
In  this  distress  William  had  stepped  forth,  thougji 
without  ostentation,  and  s\ipplied  them  with  corn 
^  ^,  reduced  price,  and  even  to  many,  who  were 
yet  inore  distressed,  without  payment :  a  conduct 
^t,  if  he  was  l^efore  beloved,  made  him  now 
paleetly  idolized- 

Ofje  mghtf  after  being  employed  during  the 
vk^h  day  in  these  hiirnane  and  chsuntable  distrjr 
b^(^9^,  h§  retired  early  to  rest,  satisfied  with 
Un^^lf,  tm^  recounting  ev(sry  particujiar  to  hi^ 
Ffipny. 

T^  clock  hjad  struck  eleven  before  either  felt 
WpKi^efl  to  sleep ;  the  wind  blew  a  perfect  hurrir 
fane,  the  ra^in  and  i^ngled  snow  beat  against  the 
wiodpw,  a^d  Fani^y,  in  the  charity  of  her  heart, 
lil4  rwominmd*^  tP  the  protection  of  Heaven  all 
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who  tmere?  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  thfe^lM 
when,  in  the  intervals  of  the  tempest,  akfeftliif 
hollow  moan  struck  her  ear.  She  fetenefdt,  'ittSSI 
again  heard  the  same  sound ;  but  so  blended  iWtft 
the  storm  as  to  render  it  uncertain  from  wlifetffii 
it  could  proceed.  Alarmed,  she  shook  WRiim, 
who  was  ahnost  asleep,  and  bade  hiin  list^^,  %tit 
all  was  ^ain  quiet,  except  the  ^e^theti,'^^ 
William  would  fain  have  persuaded  her  th^^^M 
she  had  heard  was  merely  the  wind.    '   '  ''"'  '^^'^ 

*  Alas !  I  fear  not,'  said  Fanny ;  *  I  rather  A^M 
it  h  some  unhappy  creature  who  is  lost  liiflte 
snow,  and  perhaps  by  this  time  is  irica^iblfe  of 
any  exertion,  for  the  voice  seemed  faint  ahd  iiferf, 
and  I  am  convinced  was  human.'  '        •* 

Nothing  more  was  necessary  to  awafett'tte 
htimanity  of  William.  He  arose  hastily,  and?  ptrf- 
ting  on  his  clothes,  as  did  also  Fanny,  thfey  d6^ 
scended,  calling  first  to  awaken  their  sons,  kMib 
fell  the  old  men,  Who  asked  the  Teason  6f  thA 
rising,  that  they  feared  some  oiiewas  b^w^d^^ 
in  the  snow,  as  Fanny  had  heard  atoieeof  diKtf^ 
apparently  very  near,  desiring  them  to  Ke  sfflll, 
and  they  should  be  informed  of  their  suce^ftil. 
Reuben  and  Ed^vard  were  dressed  in  a  mdM^, 
and  sallied  out,  accompanied  by  their  ft th^rj -fc 
search  of  the  cause  of  their  alarm.  After  hav1% 
repeatedly  hallooed  round  the  house  and  iadja^t 
grounds  without  receivitag  any  answer,  tiie^y*  rf^- 
termined  to  return  from  their  successlei^s  ^eirki^S. 
Fanny  in  the  mean  time  had  not  bt^ett  idii^; 
hoping  ihey  would  meet  with  the  distrei^ 
object,  she^had  stirred  up  the  kitchen  fi)re,'^aii^ 
fetched  out  a  teottle  of  wii^ie  an^d  spice,  'm  (JrdeMb 
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jffppare  what  she  thought  necessary  on  «n€h  ata 
fjffta«i|)o^  whe^  again,  in.  an  interval  of,  sij^oioe 
g'^iipi  the  storm,  she  heard  the  sound  that  had 
Ipt^  A^xaed  her ;  but  rtore.  faint,  and,  to ;  Jher 
^^^i^fjg^ati^n^  aln^OHt  close  toi the  b^uae.  . . , ;  ( 
mSwWWigi^ no. coward;  and  placing,l^er candle 
jjj^fL  I^t^rn  she  went  out,  and  looked  cautioi^ly 
gj^und^ .  hnt  could  see  nothing ;  yet  again  beard 
f^^jgfpm*  Convinced  now  that  it  proceeded  from 
the  wood  shed»  she  hastened  thither,  and  holding 
gfiPi^r  l^gbt,  said,  '  If  any  one  is-  near,  let  them 
f|^§^,  and  they  shall  have  immediate  assistance*' 
ir,  Her  pnly  answer  was  another  groan ;  but  the 
^t  ^t  that  moment  discovered  to .  her  sight  a 
homan  form  lying  on  the  ground,  if  not  lifeless, 
^^tl^a^t^go  bienumbed  with  cold  as  to  be  almost 
.^^^@d  to  the  last  extremity,  Fanny  now  felt 
^^^y^al^rmed,  though  not  sufficiently  so  to  pren 
.  (jl^l^  her;U3ing  means  to  assist  th^  sufferer ;  and 
lulling  she  Fas  unable  alone  to  be  of  Oiacb  seivicf , 
^^^thi^sbed  ta  c*H  her  servant- nudd^;  but  jnee^ 
;iig^li|i^ith  her  h^i^nd  and  soiis,  who  were  return- 
M^  fTc^px  their  fi^itless  errand,  informed  them  of 
|fe§^jgc.averyshe  bad  made»  and  that  the  vinhappy 
,#a#fit'WSS.Q.  wctt»W*  .Reuben  being,  first,  lifted 
fberiiflj.ha& arm&»  and  caiwied  her  into  thia  house, 
dSlv^/^  ,a]|  wer^  now  e33iployed  in  her  s^viee; 
fl^\f)^r^  in  heaping  pile^  of  wood  on  the  fire, 
^^ef^  in  waffniii^  wine,  and  their  iather  and 
lAfttW  in.  chafing  ajud  endeavouring  to  recover 
li!^.  stranger.  Her  face  was  distorted  by  convul- 
lfien«i|ttlie  pale  Uyery  of  .death,  appeared  to  over- 
i^dowi  eyejycfigaturey  and  faf :  sofee  time  all  thtir 
parcRiwe^e  ineflfetskftal;  bjat  atjjength  the  oonvu^ 
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dive  sf>asms,  Imag  solely  occi^ioiied  by  (jfrWpifi- 
peared  to  decrease/ and  her  ifeatut^  to  sc^ttteWld 
their  Tegufeirfotm.  ^ 

William  a*nd  Faniiy  had  thdr  eyes  fiKfe* >up04 
her;  but  m  hfer  ftef ates  teceN^fed  ih^p^t 
syrawietry,  theiri^  be^in^  imprint^  with  hdWr, 
amisiisi^ment,  and  pity;  arid  witbdra'^i^theif  to0k 
fmtti  the  obfect  that  had  befOr^  totally  ^iH^fef^ 
them,  they  now  encjeavoared  to  #ead  *adh  (ithAr's 
thoughts,^*  Itisitnpossibler  fexclttiftiediWfltoiii 
*  yet  surely  I  cannot  be  mistaken  ?r— It  is^'^Hs  toy 
rfster---the  unhappy  lost  EmmaT  ^     '*  '^^^^ 

'  It  is  indeed  Our  Eratiia !'  replied  Fto»yV  *Md 
blessed  be  the  hour  that  restored  h^r  to  tii»|'i£<ii  a 
jiroOf  that  she  has  abjured  her  errors ;  ^arfd  trhd 
isan  refuse  her  forgiveness  ?  You  h^vefttfj^vuMj, 
my  sons,  heard  us  lament  her  unhappy  de^dtkiH 
A-om  tectitude, — which/ from  wh^t  yoa  sowfte, 
tias  bfeen  followed  by  the  mo»t  diriBfiil  )done- 
QUeiic^.  Retire ;  her  senses  may  ^peiililyxfe- 
inrtky  afid  i^  might  opC£|kioi^  a  r^^e  to'find^l^r 
wlttieg^  flian  fom  fathier  atid^  mygmlf ;  ^0«iti 
call  if  more  help  is  ne(*^i^afy.  la  theiMto  tim^ 
let  n6t  a  word  trtLn^pire  toyottr  gfaailfktb«$<oC 
what  ha^  passed;  forif  he  is^^aifoTBf^  tod  smd^ 
denly  it  may  prove  fetal/    '  '»    :     'u 

:  « Be  it  As  yotir  mother  has^fe^id,  »y  fifoW,'  li«|«M 
William;  *h^t  prudence,  evteti  in  thi^^urpfie^i  I 
^e  has  riot  for^k^h  her/  '    ^'^ 

Reiiben  and  Edw&rd  itfitoedfettdy  wil*i4f^»^^Mi 
silence,  deeply  impriedsedffnth^compagfeittdfe*  ^^ 
few  spdoiifclfe  of  Wrm  witfe^H^re  trith  fcmohdtf- 
ficttlty  got  dowti  Emma'§  throat,  ««lil!^  s#ft^^^ 
b6gab  <o  rettirtt ;  bfrt  flxin^^  kdr^^s^««<Wi8iab, 


^fkh^M  froiti  her  s^t  to  the  grbund^  iMldilig  Jbe¥ 
hi^^^  a  dtippliailt  poature. 

Fanny  dropped  by  her  side,  bftd  pr^i^^  het 

forber  bd^dm,  excl&ina^d,  ^  Feftf  nM^^  JEinmai  you 

i»^  thrice  >rel€onie  to  youi^.iiiitite  hciirie,'   tia?^ 

f^^tt  fcH^ottfeii  that  there  ife ,  more  joy  ia  heayeri 

..ioi^fone  aitma-  that  repentetb^  ihati  pvpr  Jiiniety 

!»««mI<^^  ji*st  persons  who  need  h^  Tepestfcaee  ^ 

;^  AAd  abaU  it  jaot  on  earth  be  the  same  ?     Nagrj 

;/PM0|J/ttQt,.  nor  wring  yoiir  handg^  thus.' 

f,  J  Oh,  feaif !'  ttt  length  sobbed  littittia,  in  a  voice 

far  from  artictilate^  *  is  not  my  fath?i^  dead  ?    Mi* 

)j$erabW  wifeteh  that  I  am^  |  c^n  ijever  receive  hi* 

Ibl^venesii,'  * 

>/^ V*  .JJiot^o,'  rfepUed  William ;  ^  he  is  yH  slpar^d  td 

/^ffsffd  you  that  comfort,  if  you  merit  it;  but  hi 

a<^<|Nrteeiit,  0t]^avour  to  i-eciiiit  your,.$tret|Jgth 

%yr<^e8hm6nt  and  rest.  Ow  father  m^st  nt>i  tibis 

^Ai^ht  be  told  of  your  return ;  his  ag^^  %nd  tlie  i^i: 

)pe^6fd:  shottks  he  has  received,  might  reader  such 

ibfotmiation  o^uogero  w.  ^e  shall  ^impiy  fee  told  we 

i I ihave  suecoored  some  one  bewildered  in  the  sW>yiri* 

Hi  <  Aad  can  y6%  WilBam/  atisweried  EmMa^  asf 

j^she  yet  0^ore  recovered,  *  and  you,  yirtadus  Fan*- 

!^l^,  *an  you  forgive  a  wretched  pt^ostitutel    Ah, 

no!  yon  cannot  when  you  know  the  extent  of 

thf  crim^;  they  are  beyond  human  fo^ivenes^; 

i  ijajTy  I  feai*,  beyond,  the  reacb  of  Divine  mercy  I' 

As  she  spoke,  her  head,  sunk  on  her  bosom,  an^ 

iH^mmme  momentsf  s|if^  appeared  overpowered  with 

Afingttifih-    '  Ah  1  happy  iibode  of  my  youtii  and  iU' 

litopenqe  !•  M  length  she  exclakned^  gaging  around 

^r,  'p^ shallll>e^emitte^  t^  drja^my lai^t poi- 

IqBgd'bvfialih;  under  thjLs  v(3fO^  stained  as  I  am  with 


a  thousand  vices  1  Will  heaven  permit  it  ?  Ah^ 
no !  when  you  know  all,  you  veill  spurn  and  de* 
test  me,  as  1  do  my^^.'.    .  . 

*  Alas !'  answerea  Fanny, '  whatever  may  have 
beeu  your  fi^ults^  repentance  and. your  .pj^ej^jj 
misery  will^  I  trust,  .atojie  for  them.  \^|il^si|{f| 
your  sister  is  at  present  unable  to  walk^  jpt,^i^ 
^ear  her  to  bed  ;  ail^. which  go  to  o]4r.|)^f^p|gi| 
^nd  if  they  are  not  asleep,  relate,  what  .l^^^a^^ 
pened,  vntljop^  mention  of  person,' ^      ..  ,,j  u^iuai 

Williain  now  bore  Emma  .in  his.  arjpo^  tf^the 
bed  chamber,  where  he  left  her  with  hisiyjle^^^hfl 
undressed  her ;  and  was  not  a  little  shocke^  h^tW^ 
the  emaciated  state  of  her  body,  her  bon^^  ^^^^ 
almost  sharp  enough  to  break  through  tj^,r9)^ii|}( 
that  coYi^red  them.  .   ,   |,^^^^ 

;  Having  pljiced  her  in  bed,  Fanny  w^jild./fyig^ 
^ve  persjufii^ded  her  to  ^ke  soi^eTefre^huf^^^j^j^ 
hhe  declined  it  Fanny  judging  r^t  .th^^j^^^jj^J 
salutary  to  her  exhausted  frame,  for  a j^hp^l^j;;,^^ 
retired,  and  joined  ISVilliaBi,  who  waited  ff|r  h^ 
l^elow  stairs.  :...//.  »4 

The  str^ijgeness  of  the  yirhole  occiii;rei|ce,^^ 
ployed  all  their  thoughts  and  conjectiji;^.  j  ^E^ 
ma's  dress  was  cle^.n^  though  of  the  i(np^t,9i|:|[^^ 
kind.  Her  features,,  though  much  ^ni^pi^l^^ 
were  yet  lovely;  and,  notvvith^tanding.dti^.v^ 
past  the  age  of  thirty-six,  might  still  h?^Fe  Ij^ 
accounted  captivatii^g,  ,  ,       ^^^ 

Several  times  during  the  night  did  the  kjp^f^if^ 
attentive  Fanny  stieal  into  thp  apartment  tq  l$|oj| 
on  the  poor  penitent ; ,  but  constantly  fojj^j^f  ^ 
awake;  apd  listeijing  at  the  door,^  hft^^,^ 
always  earnest  in  prayer-  ha^r^ui 
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lii  tK6  taiorning  Godwin  and  Bertiard  inqiiired/in 
tHil  kifadest  manner,  after  the  strangef,  of  whom 
ilfey  had' no  suspicion  beyond  what  had'  been  tbld( 
llBraci,'ttolil'  after  breakfast  William,  having  sent 
lilH^Hdhs  ahd  servants  on  different  erriahds,  deter- 
mined to  disclose  the  truth  of  the  business,  ' 
^*^^]Wfy  Yather/  said  he,  addressing  Godwin,  *I 
^^^e  vi^henever  I  reflect  on  the  rtiany  sorrows 
fh'St  hive  imbittered  your  life ;  it  is  a  proof  to  me 
fllkt  even  virtue  is  not  a  security  for  happiness 
ftferle  below ;  for  whose  life  has  been  more  spotless, 
and  yet  who  has  felt  more  calamity?  But,  niy' 
ftlflier,  you  have  borne  up  nobly,  havfe  struggled 
Wlm  affliction,  and  will  not,  I  trust,  sink  uhder  a 
i^itft^Hse,  which  oii  the  whole  must  give  you  more 
ilfetewe  than  pain.'                         ^   ^ 

*My  son,'  replied  the  old  man,  calmly,  *the 

Power  who  has  hitherto  supported,  will  hot  at  this 

iRftlr,  I  trust,  forsake  me.    Speak  then,  and  fear 

iidt.'   I  feel  thy  care ;  thou  watchest  my  age  with 

tl^^  ti^ndemess  of  a  parent,  arid  hast  been  the  prop 

cfftliytlec^lining  years.   But  for  thee,  William,  and 

fflfy  angel  vdfe,  I  had  toxig  since  siirik  into  the 

^tiB ;  but  thy  duty  and  affection  have  supported 

me,   and  I  have  lived   even  to  the  time  when 

nfeii^s  days  are  said  to  be  labour  and  sorrow ;  yet 

it 'is' not  so  with  me,— wherever  I  look  round  I 

i^  ik^^sihgs,  and  bow  with  reverence  to  Heaven; 

^mo/lJioiigh  it  has  afflibted,  has  ialgo  blessed  me 

beyond  the  common  lot  of  man.' 
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*  Best  of  men  and  parents !'  replied  William, 
'our  sister  Emma  is  returned  penitent,  and  I  hope 
worthy  your  forgiveness.' 

Neither  age  nor  time  had  sufficiently  blunted 
the  feelings  of  Godwipi  to  hear  this  liiteU^eiice 
without  emotion.  The  old  man  turned  pale,  an 
iiniversal  trembling  shook  his  frame,  ai^d  for  a 
inoment  he  cast  his  eyes  anxiously  aronnd,  th^ 
^unk  senseless  on  tiie  bo^om  of  his  son.  His 
situation  for  some  time  caused  alarm ;  but  by  the 
cares  of  hi^  attentive  children  he  was  at  leidgth 
recovered ;  and  rising,  he  said,  ^  Lead  m^y  lead 
me  to  my  misguided  daughter;  if  she  is  ioiieed 
repentant,  I  have  but  one  wish  rismaiiis  ^nsatisfied, 
and  that  is,  if  Edwin  lives,  th^  he  o^ay  be  tiie 
same.' 

'  Precipitation,  my  fath^,'  replied  William, 
'  might  be  &t9l ;  jBpima  is  grpatly  reduced ;  w^ 
will  first,  if  you  please,  iiiforpn  her  you  co|idQ* 
scend  to  see  her,  and  that  she  ff^ay  hope  for  your 
Ibigiveness.' 

'  Be  it  so/  |repiie4  Godwro ;  *in  the  ipesp  tiipe  { 
wiU  retire,  and  offer  up  my  b^artHfejlt  tbanks  for 
this  unexpected  bles^ic^.' 

Gpdwin  now  took  the;  aym  of  h)s  fop,  while;. 
;f aiiny  retir^  to  inform  Emma  thM  (ler.  i^fr  i 
w*p  Appr^ed  of  b«r  arrival,  wd  fto  pr^psope  ber  f<«.^ 
his  presence,  n 

D»riflg  the  ab9^ee  of  fwffy,  Emo»y :  wwk  m 
she  w9Ay  had  man,  and  »|tt  diressied^  hf  thaJHTfi-  . 
9ide ;  s^e  ha4  ^ppar^ntly  been  w^piQg;  .a»d  joa  . 
tl»^  entrance  of  her  ^ter  droppi^  qb  h»  Ipue^^*., 
andeutr^tedb^1x>plles4f9f  ^r^t;lbkl»<^&tf^^  . 
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il^g^fy  ttt  the  most  g^tle  teiYQSy  tbld  hieritiat 
iit^Mritsiiii£biii9ed  of  ^art  had  passed ;  dt  the  same 
time  conjuring  her  to  be  carefiil  of  li^r  behaviour, 
ai^^^iti^etfdtet}  my  sttong  emdtioti  at  itiiat  time'of 

»At<Mg&  the  sonnet  of  h^  on  th^'steh-il  gave 
M^  cfefiWiHiim  and  hi6  facer's  <a{ypit)^di ;  <and 
BttdbJa/ttfti^ble  to  suppi^ess  the  almtEi  tfaiat-oi^eiN 
p^^red^'ter,  sunk  on  the  bed,  exelaiming,  in  a 
veite^ctf^teirofy'  *Open,  ^^acth,  and  l»d^  from  the 
p^ifiita^e^of  ^  virti«)ais  fa^ha:  a  monster  tmworthy 
t(i>igriB  ttlne  l%ht,^ — a  pro0tituti^ — a  parricide^-^a 
-^itol^iiOh,  ^at  God !  my  crimes  crai^  me!  and, 
idbksei4«Hs^thy  m^cy,  I  darenotbope  to  meet  it.^' 

"^M^^imontent  the  door  opened,  and  £mma, 
with  more  exertion  than  she  appeared  capable  OfJ  ' 
tbli^>^h^s6if  from  the  bed  at  the  feet  Of  her 
kt^i^httyin^  'Mwcy!  mency!'  while  Godwin 
tcfAi/ta>t^HpB2Lk,  but  gazed  in  silence  ob  his  once 
bianig^il^aifd  ihhoeent  daughter.  *  Oh,  tay  father!* 
added  she,  *you  cannot  forgive  me;  bd4?chisk  • 
inib^««ib  b^fifeadh  your  feet,  and  I  will  bless  ydu.' 

Y^l^old  inttn-fiiir  a  n^oment  raised  his  eyes  to 
heaven,  then  turned  with  a  Idok  Of  tiofi^piaisi^n,' 
afifi^ikobysg  aloud/  esLolamvadf:  >  Oh  bl^^sed  saint, 
iftt^^alt'p^tnitted^'to'view  l»  al>  this  moment,  . 
plfi^d  «i  ^e  throne  bfiM^eyfe^  this  thy  ni»b«ippy 
daughter,  who,  I  trust,  has  abjured  h^>ef«oroi' 

^^^hh,  *ioay  Mhet^l'  ^^cded   fimmd,    '  idfies  ttie 
sliekighter^  latnb  etitr^»t  for  the  wolf  diat  shed 
itl^vbk^iMlT    HoW'tlie»'Ctsin  a  mqrdtei^  f^ 
pl^AA^dt^l^a^'Mimtte  of>  Mereyifor  ^the  parricide 
th^t^'plUiigbdf'hef  itito  ais^ >ut]|inid^^^  Ah{ 

Heaven  would  reject  the  prayer,  and  pour  fresh 
15  2  X 
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horrors  on  my  de¥Oted  hea4-  Yet  curse  me  %oU 
my  father ;  my  guilt  is  safficii^t ;  ao4  Q^y  puoiah^ 
m^Bty  though  perhaps  not  ^Ldequate  to  my  faultSi 
yet  has  b^en  severe.  The  han4  of  God,  I  m 
conyinced,  is  on  me ;  then  add  not  ypur  hatce4 
to  the  blow.' 

'  If  my  foigivei^eas  can  sooth  thee»  thou  bas^ 
iV  replied  Godwin.  'Thy  eflr^Ws  have  beQ| 
great ;  let  thy  repent4Q)ce  be  ejcef^pl^i^.' 
,  iE^ma  was  for  some  momentfBupiat^^tQ  reply  j 
she  clasped  her  father's  kj»ee9,  aud»  ili  tb^  iv^m- 
Uation  of  ha*  heart,  k;issf^  the  ground  on  whicH 
he  stood-  At  Ic^gjtfa  she.  exckjimi^d,  '  Ahj!  you 
know  not  the  ^;^i&i^  pf  my.^ciimf^,  or  yg«  would 
not  p9:rdon  me^  Yiee  has  brought  me  to  the 
T»y  gfttes  lOf  b^*  Atrocious  in  guilt,  heaveo 
^as  h^n  ^^dpfplai^"  J«  my  puws^limeait J 

*  Whatever  mjty  have  beep  thy  errCHrs/  replie4 
Godwiit,  '  I  trust,  sincere  repentance  may  oblite^ 
rate  them ;  to  thy  own  heart  reca|ntela4;e,  and  t^ 
God  alone  confess  them-  Thy  pallid  counter 
nai^ce  betokens  i^l  health ;  spodi  m^yest  thoo^ 
perhaps,  be  summoned  before  thajt  awful  Tribunal, 
from  whose  justice  there  is  qq  appe^).  The  for- 
giveness  of  an  earthly  lath^  thqu  ha^t,  Emma; 
ncme  but  thyself  can  procure  that  of  thy  heaisen* 
ly  one.' 

William,  w:ho  dreaded  to  prolong  a  Boene  so 
painfiul  to  both^  how  addressed  his  father,  saying, 
*  Our  sister,  Sir,  requires  rest ;  siifier  me  (o  Mtend 
you  for  a  while ;  iu  an  horn*  or  two  both  will  h# 
more  composed,  and  equal  to  another  nuaetisig.' 

'  Be  it  so,'  replied  Godwan,  taking  his  son's 
arm.  *  ^  Emma,  seek  repentance,  and  thou  shalt 
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eren  yet  find  peaee.  Farewell !  thou  shalt  not 
want  my  prayers.' 

',.*  Biessingg^oti  iua  honoured  head  I'  cried  Emma, 
w  he  left  the  apartment.  'Ahis!  howhasi^rrow 
changed  himP 

*  Time,  as  well  aid  rorrow/  replied  Fanny,  'have 
contribnted  towards  the  alteration :  His  healthy 
however,  thank  Heaven,  is  far  better  than  it  was 
iKMne  yean  back ;  yonr  return  too  will,  I  trast^ 
add  to  his  conlfort.  Could  we  now  but  hear  that 
Bdwin,  if  he  isiiving,  had  renounced  his  vices,  we 
idiould  hare  but  little  to  wish.' 

*  Edwin  living!'  replied  Emma,  shuddering.— « 
'Alas !  do  yoif  not  know  he  lives V  * 

'  No,'  answered  Fanny,  ^he  has  not  been  seek 
by  any  of  his  family  since  about  four  months  after 
mf  belofed  Agnes's  death,  which  is  now  near 
seventeen  yeacs  ago.  On  that  event  he  quitted 
the  army,  but  has  since  re-entered  it,  as  we  learn- 
ed ;  and  also  a  confused  account  thai  he  was 
again  married  to  some  woman  of  large  fortune. — 
Oh!  may  Heaven,  if  it  is  so,  inspire  her  with  the 
power  to  kad'him  back  to  virtue  I' 

*To  virtne!'  repeated  Emma,  w;ili(Hy*  rNoj 
Edwin  is  iiot  returned  to  vh-tue,  except -^-r^ ;' 
then  becomk^  more  calm^  £^e  continued^  ^Wf  ' 
b^an  the  course  of  vice  togetheri  monsters  in 
m^ji  may  our  crimes  have  testninated  tor 
getherr 

^^You  know  then  tlmt  he  is  lirviBg!'  replied 
Fanny,  astoniriied  at  the  maimer  m  which  sh4 
flpoke. 

*Too  wdl  I  know  it,'  answered  she;  *yefe,  for 
f^'« sake^  ask  me  not  how;  nor  am  I infi^oaeil 
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of  particulars,r— only  that  he  is  rich^  and  equally 
abandoned  of  God  as  myself!'  . 

*  We  will  hot  then  name  him  to  onr  father/ 
returned  Fanny,  with  a. sigh.  ^  He  had  bdtter 
think  him  dead,  or  entertain  the  most  distant 
hope  of  his  reformation,  than  be  told  what  wotilcl 
lie  heavy  on  his  heart/ 

As  £mma  appeared  fs^int  and  exhausted  by  the 
conversation,  Fanny  persuaded  her  to  endeavour 
to  rest,  and  soon  after  left  her,,  to  disclose  to  Wilr 
iiatp  what  she  had  heai'd  respecting  Edwin,  aii4 
the  emotion  she  showed  at  the  mention  of  bia 
namei 

^  Alas !'  said  she,  *  I  am  convinced  she  is  in* 
formed  of  some  horrid  circumstance,  which,  per- 
haps, we  are  happier  to  be  ignorant  of.  Heaven 
has  brought  back  one  wanderer ;  in  its  own.  time, 
peirhaps,  it  may  also  lead  back  the  other.' 
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JBmma,  after  she  had  been  returned  a  week  to  the 
farm,  so  far  i^overed  from  her  fatigue,  and  the 
misery  she  had  undergone,  that  she  was  able  to 
leave  her  room ;  but  her  health  was  visibly^  de- 
clining, and  a  hectic  cough,  with  an  expectoration 
of  blood,  daily  reduced  her,  though  by  almost 
imperceptible  degrees.  The  whole  family  treated 
her  with  peculiar  kindness,  and  spared  ho  pains 
to  recover  both  her  health  and  spirits :  a  circum- 
stance that  ever  called  forth  the  most  bitter  sdf- 
accusation.  Her  person  was  eVen  yet  lovely,  but 
vanity  was  dead  in  her  bosom  ^  her  hair,  which 
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had  been  uncommonly  fine,  was  cut  off  before  her 
retam  to  the  country,  and  her  dress  she  continued 
equally  simple  as  that  she  then  wore.     In  the 
morning  she  arose  with  the  earliest  dawn,  and: 
after  passing  an  hour  or  two  in  prayer,  wrote 
until  breakfast  time,  when  her  eyes  were  usually 
swollen  with  weeping.    She  afterwards,  in  spite 
of  all  Fanny's  entreaties,  would  assist  in  domestic 
occupations  until  dinner,  of  which  she  eat  very 
sparingly,  drinking  nothing  but  water ;   and  in 
the  evening  a  draught  of  milk,  which  concluded^ 
the  regimen  of  the  day ;  then  retired  very  early, 
tiiough  not  to  rest,  two  or  three  hours  being  de* 
Toted  to  the  same  duties  as  in  the  morning. 

The  name  of  Edwin  ever  caused  her  the  mosit. 
Violent  emotion,  and  was  therefore,  as  much  as  ^ 
possible,  suppressed  by  William  and  Fanhy^- 
without  giving  suspicion  tp  their  lather.  To  the. 
little  Agnes,  Emma  was  particularly  attached  ; 
and, if  ever  for  a  moment  she  forgot  the  sorrow 
that  devoured  her,  it  was  in  her  company. 

In  the  mean  time  Mrs.  Palmer  and  Anna  were 
settled  in  town,  where  they  much  feared  they 
8|ioul4  be  long  detained,  as  Mr.  Sommerton's 
health  was  in  a  most  precarious  state ;  and  he  had 
lived  to  be  sensible  of  the  attentions  of  a  virtuous 
daughter,  from  whom  he  declared  he  would  be  no 
more  separated. 

His  temper  naturally  bad,  was  now  yet  more 
embittered  by  illness  and  age ;  and  though  he 
had  some  years  before  left  his  only  daughter,  her 
husband,  and  infant,  to  perish  with  want,  yet  now 
expected  that  daughter  to  devote  herself  to  him. 
She  frequently  lametited  having  brought  Annft  to 
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Loiidon  ^<h  her,  as  ^he  was  under  the  neceibitity 
of  either  confining  bar  to  a  sick  ch^9:i^er>  (hti 
leaying  her  for  whole  days  together.  This  eon* 
sideratkm  determined  her  to  hast^  to  form  an: 
acquaintance,  if  possible,  with  the  Fitzmorris's; 
fabiily ;  for  if  she  foutid  them  agreeable,  fiditha,; 
though  younger  than  Anna,  would  pror^  an^ 
a^eeable  companion. 

One  morbing  therefore  with  Akma  she  paid  the 
preliminary  tisit,  vmA  was  received  widi  particukff 
respect.  Mrs*  Fitzmorri^,  sicccMrding  to  the  comr 
mon  acceptation  of  the  word^  was  a  good  sartQi 
woman,  Imt  possessed  none  of  those  humane  sen- 
timents thiat  distinguished  her  bew  visitor ;  c£  her 
niece  she  was  particufairly  food,  and  bmig  pleiis- 
ed  with  the:  person  of  Anna,  readiljr  acquiesced 
with  Mrs.  Palmer  in  the  wish  of  a  forthp  acqtisun*- 
tance  With  them.  The  youBjg  girts  wore  mutually 
delighted  with  each  other ;  nor  was  Editha  less 
pleased  with  Mrs*  Ptdmer,  with  whom  she  wish- 
ed to  converse  without  the  restraint  of  her  aunt's, 
presence,  and  give  vent  to  the  ovei^owii^s  of 
her  heart. 

The  next  morning  Mrs.  Fitzmoriis,  to  gratify 
her  niece,  returned  Mrs.  Palmer's  visit,  and  in* 
vited  her  aiDd  Anna  to  dinner  on  the  day  follow- 
ing: an  invitatsDti  which,  though  her  att^tion  td 
her  father  obliged  her  to  decline  i^r  herst^f,  die 
accepted  for  Anna,  whom  she  proposed  to  caU 
for  in  the  evening  on  her  return  home. 

Anna  was  del^hted  vdth  the  invitaticm,  and) 
charmed  with  Editha,  who,  thou^  not  much 
above  fourteen,  possessed  an  understandaig  un-^ 
Mmmon  at  her  years.    In  <^  course  of  the  aUtr* 
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nooA  Mr.  JFitzmoms  ww  aiuioiuiced,'  business 
fiaffing  him  to  his  inter's,  nrhom  lie  seldom  visated 
on  anjr.  oiiier  account;  possessing  none  of  ttiat 
jpaseatal  fondness  for  Editha,  who  constantly  rer 
sided  widi  her  aunt,  that  many  parents  might 
4ia?e  felt  for  so  amiable  a  daughter. 

On  his  entrance,  the  appearance  o£  a  strangof 
excited  only  aa  inclination  of  the  Jiead ;  but  after 
a  few  minutes  the  beauty  of  Anna  move  particu- 
larly engaged  his  attention,  and  he  C(mdiescended 
Aot  only  to  address  her,  but  also  to  con^atulate 
his  daughter  on  so  amiable  an  acquaintance. 

Mr.  Fitzmorri^i  was  apparently  not  beyond  the 
middle  age,  bnt  bloated ;  and  bore  the  appeasance 
4)f  a  ftee  liver*  In  his  manners  he  was  haughty 
and  imperious,  and  in  his  disposition  at  once 
aTaricioqs  and  prodigal ;  by  every  means  in  his 
power  a^cumnlftting  wealth,  and  squandering  it 
ia  the  gratification  of  every  favaurite  vice  I 

Siftch.w:as  the  farther  of  the  artless,  open-heart* 
ed  Editha,  who  from  her  tender  y^ears  had  trem^- 
bled  at  the  presence  of  a  fether,  and  wkoseyouth- 
&lnnnd  had  received  a  sev^ere  ^shock  two  years 
b^or«  when  she  lost  a  mother,  fmm  whom  aloae 
she  had  ever  ex|>ei:i^i^ed  parental  a^^tion.. 

Fkismorris  had  ^Iso  a  son,  two  years  younger 
than  JEidi^a ;  but  for  whom  he  appeared  to  kaMie 
asJUttte^affi^tion,  and  that  he  kept  constantly  at 
school, — ^perhaps  fortunately  for  the  youth ;  for, 
at  least,  it  preserved  hini  froi^  the  contagious 
poiscm  of  HI  example, 

f^zmoms's  ideas  were  too  depraved  to  admire 
i>ea«ity  without  wishing  to  possess  it ;  he  th^efone 
c^temj^ted  the  innocent  attractions  of  Anna  as 


w    ^ 
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ifh«  kite'doth  diectore^whomlie  meoasii^^cfsaDfe; 
and  on  hmk  leawiiig  the  rdova  for*  al  csfaiittiitiiQfc 
with  his  daughter,  qitestio&ed  his  sister  iiMJ>ect* 
mg;f  this  •  new  acquaintance.  '  Mrsii£ltpaiolsriB^ 
"^o  ivLdg(td*troxxithehehBviouT<^Mtm 
and  the  appellaticMi  b^r'wiiich  o4ima;¥taQBbi(i«tf]& 
^ishedr  thkt  she  witS'undonbtedfy  iiefidauijglRter, 
teplied,  hy  ioSonxMg  him  that  she  was  aotmli]p»iil 
^•And  who;' said  fae^  ^is  Mrs^  Palmori  oiQaot 
jxm  lot^  known  her?'  ^  :^yi  ^d  ,Joo 

His  sistcHr  replied  in  the  negative^  8&y]ttg^/J[«fa» 
came  f^qiiaiiitedmth  her  merely  m  tecnoneqldbilkce 
t)f  her  putehasing,  wittle  you  wereiat  Batii,^btte 
old  negroes  that  I  mentioned  to  yon.  <  Shdifeitthe 
only  daughter  to  Mr.  Somnerton  ;*.  and  ^isr^pitei 
to  be  immensely  rich.'  •  v  vjoi' 

This  intelligence  was  not  so  pfeasingttfe  fistil 

morris  as  if  he  had  heard  AnnawWaB^^^oclfdiand 

unprotected/ for,  in  that  case,  his  ftefudeoaiglii 

haVe  assisteid*  his  designs ;  ias  k  vf^%  heii^^^aitied 

suceess  tO' foe  almost  itniHractiicable.*  r  i       .hhijA 

Anna  and  Editba  in  the  mean  'tiniifi^ivi^eieliE» 

fnentmg  their  new  fii^idship  by  nuinbera^^ttle 

interesting  communications.   '  Ah^  JdmiffdhdmBj 

said  Editha, '  how  happy  are  you  tatpoeaesaiaufK 

a  mother !    Indeed  I  do  envy  y^u  v^^nt  beaften- 

demess,  when  she  addrelsses  you,  bivngiiotj&iifiai 

so  strongly  to  my  Mm0mlNrance^-  that  mj^^t^m 

notwithstanding  all  my  endcaf  ourB>  4^y&AoyfiyoA 

4ears.     Ah!  if  yoti  had  known  her,  yob  jnintf 

have  loved  her  :«-^even  our  n^pnoes  idolized  bci& 

Their  bitter  lamentations  on  heri  d^ath-JdiiaDl  yet 

Cimake  my  heart  'Sink  wben  J  refleqlQnitheifelJk^ii!^ 

:wa8  ever  their  mediatiix,  ami  fireiqpaenlly4ai^ 
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the  anget  of  my  father  from  fliem  to  herself-    How 
often  have  J  wished  I  had  died  with  her !' 

*  That  wish  is  wrong,  my  dear  Miss  Fitzmor- 
tis/  replied  Amia,  'and  almost  ungrateful  to 
^ose  dear  friends  you  have  left.  Have  you  not 
a  tender  father  and  a  good  aunt?" 

.  VThatis  true/  answered  Editha;  '  but  my  fa- 
ther's manner  is  so  distant,  that,  though  I  often 
k>ng  to  embrace  and  clasp  his  neck,  yet  I  dare 
not,  he  looks  so  coldly  on  me.  I  hope  he  loves 
me,  Anna;  but  I  sometimes  fear  he  does  not.' 
-  *He  must  love  you,'. replied.  Anna,  warmly. 
!  How  can  he  avoid  it,  when  even  I  that  know  you 
so  little  love  you?  Mrs.  Palmer  too,  the  worthy 
Felix,  my  brother,  and  all  are  charmed  with  you.' 
r  *  Your  brother !  Was  that  youth  your  brother 
then  that  accompanied  the  good  old  man  who 
cwie  to  purchase  the  negroes,  and  to  whom  I  am 
90  much  indebted  for  his  goodness  V 

•  Yes,  my  younger  brother  Edward,'  answered 
A^na.  '  I  have  also  a  brother  called  Reuben ; 
and  a  sweet  young  sister^  nam^  Agnes.' 

'  Bless  me,'  cried  Editha,  '  you  amaze  me !  I 
understpod  you  were  Mrs.  Palmer's  only  child, 
by  the  manner  in  which  she  spoke  of  you.' 
*  *  You  misunderstood  her  kindness,  my  dear,' 
replied  Anna;  'Mrs.  Palmer  is  only  my  god- 
Bftother;  but,  brought  up  with  her  from  my  in- 
fancy, the  name  is  more  familiar  to  me  than  my 
own.  I  love  her  equally  with  my  mother ;  and 
Ae,  I  am  sure,  loves  me  as  her  child.' 

^VThatis  sufficiently  evident,'  answered  Editha. 
^Hap|»y,  happy.  Anna,  to  have  two  mothers,  and, 
{Mvhaps  a  tender  father !' 

15  2  Y 
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'  Yes^  my  love,  a  dear,  kiiid»  and  affMStioMUnf 

one;  anil  who,  though  only  a  farmer,  is^univcKt 

sally  respected  and  belov^ed.'  ,  v  •  ■ ' 

.'Rich/richAnoar  exclaimed Editha;  'IWoidil 

I  was  yjQur  lister,,  and  my  poor  brother  also  y<Htoff 

Thus  ended  thediM:our9e,*-»btttnot  tha'ioipreif^ 
sioxii  ft  made  oa  both.  Anna's  heart  wds  <ifflklei 
for  the  gentle  ^^ditba,  who  apipeased  tO'4N€lif«  ' 
more  tenderness  than  she  apparently  mel^i^rMla 
Editha,  on  her  part,  isefleoted  on  the  baf^fmestiof 
Anna;  and  was  astonished  to  find  s|ie!waiiD[MI 
Mrs.  Palmer's  daughter,  as  that  lady  alwajosiiutt 
dressed  her  iv\ih  my  dear  child ;  or  speaking j| 
her,  said,  Anna,  or  Miss  Palmer.  That  sbe  9ras 
a  farmer's  daughter  did  Bot  lessen  hep  in.Editbt^ 
opinion;. but  she  was  too  wellaeqaainted^widn 
both  the  disposition  of  her  Either  anil";  auikt  noli 
to  know  it  would  have  a  contrary  effe^^. to* 
.them;  yet,  too  delieate  to  mention  this- to- fadi 
new  fiieod^  she  determined  to  say  iqK>^ing^^bt>at 
it  to  either,  but  leave  the  disclosure  tochanjodi/l 

After  pasaing  a  veiy  agreeable  49.%  Anamk*^ 
turned  home  with  Mrs.  Palmer^  who  caUed  fob 
her  at  Mrs.  Eitzmorris's;  andr,  haying  thieaikei 
that  lady  for  her  kindness,  to  Anna^  obtaJttedih^ 
promise  that  Editha  should  pass  the  ensuing  day 
at  her  house.  

From  this  time  the  acquaintance  rbeeame  |)er« 
l^anent,  and  thi&  young  folks  w^oe  seldom  a  dtif 
apart  As  Mrs.  Palmer  was  constantly  confflai^ 
with  her  father,  she  was  overjoyed  to  &nd^s^| 
amusement  for  Anna;  whp,  in  compiEmy  wj^ 
Editha,  herauni,,and  father,  thelabtar.^reqscntljl^ 
qondescendingMte)  he  of  the  partyv  yijHlA)^fl^V€f>ifl 


INGLBWOOD  FORBST.  855 

fe  pUMic -placed;  yet  siidhHvasthei^olditel^s^fman^ 

I  iies  natural  to  Mrs.  PitzmoWis',  and'tfie  sorri'e- 

thing  still  more  disgusting  in  those'of  her  brother. 
If  that  Anna  at  most  but  respected  them ;  and,  na- 
if terally  timid,  seldom  spoke  more  in  the  presence 
I  eC^either  than  what  wad-  absolutely  hfefcessary ; 
i  irli^e,  on  the  contrary,  every  moment  passed  alon^ 
k  Wifli  Editha  was  employed  in  thie  ej^change  of 
j»  flieirmutual  thoughts  arid  observations.  .^4ith^» 
i!  tt)ho^ WM  less  timid,  had  in  the  meanwliil^  insetrsi- 
ii  %ty  ma:de  herself  an  Intercast  iii  the  heart  of  Mi's. 
^  Palmer,  "whoth  she  would  run  to  mieet;  if  she 
ti  ^ard  her  coming ;  or  when  at  her  house,  and 
^  enly  her  and  Anna  present,  would  steal  softly 
i  behind  h^  chair,  and  taking  her  round  the  necl^ 
i\  VkBfh&t  eh^k^j  saying,  ♦  I  hav«  ho  other  way  of 
i;  j^iftg*  tlie  debt  of  love  I  owe  you,  and  I  am 
a  d^erinined  you  shall  take  it  thus,-— thus,-— and 
I  Ihus/ — ^repeatedly  saluting  her, 
i  JiiAhna,  though  she  was  traly  attached  to  Mrs; 
f  Pahner  tmd  her  friend,  yet  sighed  after  the  calm 
,  {Aeamres  of  Inglewood  ;  she  wrote  frequently  to 
^  flie  laonily,  and  expressed  the  warmest  wishes  that 
J  her  return  might  be  speedy.     One  of  her  letters 

ts  her  supposed  mother  runs  thus  :«^ 


*  My  dear,  dear  mother ! 
flam  sick  of  this  great,  noisy,  dirty  town,  a^d  am  hourly 
YsifffiiDg  that  my  good  mamma's  dqty  would  permit  her  to 
ittyjp  to  lQglewoo(i;  but  a«  yet  we  have  no  prospect  of  such 
happiness,  as  Mr.  Spmmerton's  health  is  still  in  the  same 
pecarious  state.  We  have  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the 
ratmorris  family;  and  I  am  quite  delighted  with  Editha, 
ilbd,  i  truly  beMeve,  h  one  of  the  best/ as  she  is  the  hand-< 
8fi»eet:|^l  I/ever  saw.    Her  auat»  Mrs.  Fitzmorris.  is  a  T«ry 
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j^>\<i^m«fi/iMd  IM^f  lie^  btitliefparti«ritylfW#iMi|ei]r 
%bowiir  ttittt  it  doe«  ttot  Tttch  tbe  heait  like«i«;h  kkidiiii^li 
my  father  and  you  ever  express  for  me.  She  never  satytli^ 
love, — not"  fiditha,— nor  My  ehHd,  as  you  address  us,  but 
Mi^  f\ttwtink,'^t  MiBs  Editha,  as  if  she  was  speaking  to  a 
stranger;  then  holds  long  tedious  discourses  about  the  ^s* 
tinctions,  due  to  birth  and  ftirtune.  She  likewise  frequent^ 
chides  Editha  fpr  addressing  the  domestics  as  if  they  weje  tier 
^(j^uals,  though'  I  ca^  assure'  you  it  has  no  bad  effect,  for  t%^ey 
alniost  adore  her,  and  aire  ready  to  dispute  whp'sfiialt  firsi'tt^ 
to 'Serve 'her.-    '  ' '  /' '      '  "      '"^^' ^  ^ 

'Mr.  Fitzmorrb  Im's  beeii  a'handsom)^  m'aii,  a6d  atpfict^ 
about  t^9  years  older  than  my  father,  yet  perhaps'  heiiif-nk 
^a  much  ;  but  l^e  has  ^  fi^ed  g)QOin.on  his  features,  and  a  haki- 
tual  frown  that  keeps  one  at  a  distance,  and  which  Editha 
feels  as  much  as  me,  though  she  isi  his  only  daughter,  and  is 
accustomed  to  it ;  yet  he  is  very  kind,  and  I  IM  myself  un- 
grateful in  thus  finding  fault  with  him. 

*  £dit)iaha9  a  brother/at  Winchester  8cbqol»  wkom  riie  is  vetj 
fond  of,  but  whom  she  soes  rarely,  as  her  father  does  not 
puffer  him  tp  come  home  except  at  the  vacations.  Oh !  my 
mother,  how  unlike  you  and  my  father!  I  am  vain  enough 
to  think  you  have  as  oilten  wished  for  me  at  home  again  as  I 
myself  have:  lighed  4ifier  k*  ;    .  .  >  miI 

,  '  1  hav^  s^n  m  great  mauy  fine  Ihiogs;  but  indeed  9s«Tei;%l<Kf 
tl^em  tired  me  j^ven  at  the  pipniefit,  ^d  yet.moxe  so  were  1  to 
attcttipt  giving  a  description  o^  them  ;  |  shalftherefore  oiiai 
them  until  we  meet  round  our' dear  fire-side  :  t  will  theii' jJro- 
diice  them  against' Reuben  and  Edward,  who  hav«  becfil'^tr&^- 
lers  as  well  as  an^sclf,  and  the^  fie^t  of  whom  I  ^«jl  i^emevHer 
!w«0  as  ^bd  to  ^t  back  as  I  shall  be.  My  4ear  m%m<D«.jjf s- 
terday  mflde  me  a  present  of  a  purse,  containing  sp  m»cbf90-. 
ney  tl^at  I  ^ould  fain  not  have  taken  it,  as  I  had  in  realityno 
occasion  for  it;  but  she  insisted  on  my  obedience,  anil  not 
only  so,  but  6f  my  bUying  what  was  most  pkai^ing  i^i^clf  I 
hate,  therefore,  purchased  knee  and  shoe-buckles  for  ndy  faitler 
aDdbf  others,— two  walking  cane?  for  my  d^ar  grfmiyatt^u68)T-a 
gowa  for  you,— a  frp^ck  for  Agnes,  and,  what  sthe  will  |ke^til) 
better,  the  prettiest' clojl  I  could  meet  with. 


m^ti^ifmi  p»>^er«.    Km  all  tbe  djQar<  £mUy  ft th^pdre^  tim^ 
vfcrwe;  a»d.  believe  me  your  ...  i  ^  .. ,,      ;r  .  /..^ 

u. '  .;      -  'Grateful  ai^cl  aiFectionatc  daughter^ . 

•:  o^  /    '.  -        -  •  Anaa Pfllnief  QodwWv 

.^I^'I  had  almost  forgot  to  tell  ypu  il^atl  api  s^  fine  some- 
times ivheo  I  go  out  with  Mrs,  Fitzmprris,  .thatj^feel  un- 
comfortable; but  it  has  been  merely  to  gratify  her  taste  for 
){d|ipW|  as  I  now^  frequently  accompany  her  ia  public^  Mrs* 
Palmer  ^aid  t^e  other  day,  '*  My  dear  Anna,  we  will  throw 
^|j^  ajl^  ttiese  Yiseless  decomtions  when ^we  get  home;  and  if 
^^jii^^ui^do^e^  man|ier9  and  persons  pailiioi  procure  us  re- 
ipief  t,  we  will  endeavour  to  be  satisfied  \vitho|]t  it"  * 
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Anna's  letters  were  ever  received  tyith  delight  at 
^^|&^e#d6d,  particularly  as  they  all  breathed  the 

ppre  spirit  of  a  heart  uncontaminated  hy  ^itliifer 

Jpleasxire  or  pride.     Fanny  and  Emnia,  were  aloiie 

i  when  the  former  rec^ved  this  last  epistle,  and 

'Savk^  read  it,  reached  it  to  her  sister :  *  Charm- 

%^%n6cenceP  said  she,  as  she  returned  it,  'may 

'^Hfeaveii,    at  least,   not  be  deaf  to  this   prayer! 

.  jiayest  thou  walk  through  life  untainted  as  thou 

I  art  at  present?   But  I  have  na  doubt  thou  wilt, 

I'ikaa  tliou  possessest  not  those  ^  detested  «eed8  of 

*^ -vcgftity  that  wroughtme  to  my  liiin:'    Ah!  Fantiy, 

''^  tl!  d6  r  remember  my  uiindturally  pressing  my 

lother  to  suflTer  me  to  go  to  London.    Agnes  too 

''M  it  for  ine;  yet  she  wept  to  see  my  mother's 
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rductaace,  aad  said,  that,  had  she  he^g;^  i]]^,|i^ 
place,  she  A¥Ould  not  have  made  a  parent  so  v^^ 
easy  to  purchase  a  kingdom.  But  I  was  de^.^ 
all  bat  my  vanity,  though  I  was  then  far  frojif^ 
thinking  of  committing  evil,  and  only  wished  <j^^ 
be  dressed,  and  partake  of  those  pleasures  wfajq^ 
the  unhappy  Whitmore  and  his  siste?*  de^crihifi^; 
to  me.  H^  had  awakened  those  sentini^iit^.^ 
pride  that  w^re  neural  to  me ;  and  I  loog^dttl^^ 
show  myself,  .and  beacfanired.'  ,  ..j^'^ 

*Alas!'  replied  Fanny,  *how  deceived,  w^ 
your  father  and  mother  in  the  chamcter  of  that; 
unhappy  man!  His  sister,  poor  woman^  w^j 
punished  I  fear;  for  it  is  plain  Edwin  never  l^o^^ 
her.'  .: 

'  Edwin !'  repeated  Emma,  with  the  usual  emon; 
tion  the  name  ever  occasioned :  *  Edwin ! — wou|d} 
to  God  he  had  perished  in  the  cradle,  or  I  in  o^ 
mother's  womb !'  .// 

*My  dear  Emm^/  replied  Fanny,  *  far  be  it, 
from  me  to  wish  to  distress  you ;.  hut  theim^w^^. 
sion  the  n^me  of  Edwin  makes  on  ypuJs  aloK^t* 
dreadful !  That  he  was  Whitmore's  iQifrde^r  ji& 
too  true;  but  the  hand  of  Go^.  alone  ^uffisr/^i 
Edwin  to  become  the  avenger  of  hii^fam^y^  a^^u 
to  be  the  scourge  of  those  vices  he  had  sp  pem|r)« 
ciously  inculcated .  Endeavour  then,  my  sistei[,.|4if 
think  on  him  with  less  angujish/     .  ..  5.,:jl 

^Neva*!'  intemipt^d  Emma :  *  for  the  death, Q^^ 
Whitmore,  Heaven  forgive  both  him  awL  ippbit! 
for  surely  my  follies  contributed  towards  it^  /as 
much  as  his  false  idea  of  honour.  Bi^t  ,t^ere  arjfo 
more  latent  causes, — causes  which,  once  ^uqui^. 
would  make  you  shrink,  though  guill;^^,  myy 
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^TA*me  again  to  misery  t  Niever,  my  virtuous 
sSter,'  can  I  shock  your  chaste  ears  with  recitals 
id  boriid  as  the  events  of  ray  life !  It  \va^,  indeed, 
iS(f  first  fatfehtlon,  but  I  fi)und  it  i)eouid  be  impos- 
^e  ;  1  have  therefore  done  as  my  father  advised ; 
l%aV(^  retapitiilated  my  errors  to  m;^  own  hlearf, 
atea  eotifes^dd  them  to  God.  Ah?  M^ould  to 
Ftesf^^iiihy  present  contrition  or  tears  could 
^Utidbthem.  But  it  is  in  vain ;  my  repentance 
comes  too  late.  Ah !  how  often  in  my  sleep  has 
ifiy%6tJier  seemed  to  stand  before  me,  and  re- 
ptottch  liie  With  her  death,  the  vices  of  my  own 
lifb,  and  prognosticate  the  final  desttuctk)h  that 
a'w^tedmfer 

Though  Fanny  endeavoui^ed,  by  every  means 
in  ber  power,  to  soften  the  poignancy  of  the  grief 
tkiat  -  evidently  undermined  the  constitution  of 
BStaA,  y6t  all  "was  unavailing ;  she  gi*ew  daily 
weaker,  and  at  length  was  unable  to  leave  hei^ 
ehaiUber,  though  she  still  emplv>yed  hersel^  in 
wrifihg;  add  never  laid  down  to  sleep  without  first 
ithp!6ring  not  only  the  foi^giveness  .of  he^veli  foi< 
h*lr  offences,  but  also  of  her  father.  In  short  her 
p^itence  and  humility  interested  all,  giving  at 
ofc^pain  and  pleasure;  the  first  from  the  trniA 
f^l^tiofL  m^t  her  vfces  had  ttiade'«o  severe  a 
prance  necessary ;  and  the  last,  -that  her  life 
had  not  only  been  happil  jr  prolbiigeS  beyond  her 

j^tik  bat  that  heaven  had  given?  hei*  time  and 

/mcittnatioii  for  repentance. 

At'leiigth  she  was  redufced  so  rtiuch  as  to  he 
oSHged  to  keep  her  bed ;  at  times  was  delirious, 
aHEd'so  violently  agitated,  that  her  sufferings  were 
terttWe  to  the  spectaitors. 
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Faniiy^'nd^,^  eveb  vtpon  her  kne^s^^^iite^ted 
her  fether-ia^arw  to  be  absettt  fromsuc^'aKSffliir 
of  horror.  -     •      -  .'  •  "    •.- v^um  ocii 

^No;'  said  the  old  man^  ^mycbUd^ssHpcBititti^U 
and  idhall  I  abandon  her  at  this  bcNdrttuJii  \kiA 
lucid  mtafT^ls  I  will  prajr  by  her,  atidtaidteTtaB 
to  iiifipive  her  -with  h^i^e.  Ah !  Faa;iay ^  Ihoti  iasfc 
tbysrelf  now  a  parent^  and  irt  once«nofai]<»p«nt 
format  the  duties  of  a  daughtca*  and  a.i3al€ithM^ 
say,  conldst  thou, — thoi^h  heaven^  forbiditliiilt' 
shouldst  ever  have  the  trial, — canldat^thbaaati 
such  a  fearful  moment,  refrain  from  adnini^f 
tering  all  the  comfort  in  thy  power  ?'        .ij  j  wi 

^Alas!  no,  my  father,'  replied  Fanfnys; '*i<Kat 
my  fear  for  your  health  makes  me  thus^anoitpAii^ 
The  loss  of  Emma,  just  restored  to  u9,^atid'W 
suddi^nly  snatched  away,  will,  indeed,  be^hiti^ 
tb  bear:  and  should  it  also  deprive  m  k^^^M^ 
we  shall  sink  beneath  th^  blow.'     -      ^  '^*^?i.n  ol 

*'The  consciousness  of  having  act^d  irigklV'^^n 
in  that  case^  Fanny,  wUl:  support  yfiu4^^it^.it 
new  nineteen  years  sjnce  the'  happy  day  that^>j^Mi 
became  the  wife  of  William ;  nor  hiivel,  'ifritiiii 
period^  seen  one  mom  or  eve  without^ Mid9»l^ 
the  hour  that  united  you.  You  are  Hie  inisltiM^ 
of  my  old  age»  and  yto^r  childien  the  c^M^bMfli 
of  my  second  childhood.'   ;  •  -.  %  ^  lua 

^  Bemardy  who  was  sitting  by  the  fire^side^^^^iidi 
Agnes  between  hi0  knees,  nutsk^her^ewtdlii^ 
raised  his  eyes  as  Godwin  •  ceaeed  i^dkili^i^iiili 
replied^  '  Sure  enoi^h  Fanny  hais^  ever  Ite^iMy 
dutiful  daughter  and  a*  good  wife;  :lmti#.lAa 
is  ten  times  bettei*,  Wiliiam  is  'd^sa^ving^  of 
her.'  -  '     ,,   i.  .;  «:*ri5Mj.n 


MilindjvfRre  worthy  of  eacb  other>'  returned  God- 
tnb;>f^fiory  to:  my  k&owledge,  ha$;Q|iter«yirtae 
the  other  does  not  equally  possess.'  <  i 
•-jQidtnB  Iben  adjonmed  to  Mh  datilgbt^il'd  cham- 
benj  wfaom  ikefound  calm,  but  >6i^tir^iti6)y  weak 
artweWjMMWM&di  Kneeling  by  !ber,  l)efp?9y^4  long 
Ind  if^rinently  ;  then,  in  a  ^com^eiv^fyk^te  with 
toKf  dehiiiioni  pointed  out  ih^  infinite  mercy  of 
^indlibleBsed,  and  kissed  her.-*-«*^£mmai' saidbe^ 
^^iifehlw  been' short,  aad  dlill  of  sin  and  sorrow ; 
itmofhels  thekm  long,  and  also  re^ete  with  error ; 
yetMiahmbt ;  n^t,  with  true  repenta^ce^  w#  shall 
meet  again  in  the  land  of  Peace  to  part  iW>^more  f 
toSmoaa  was  at  first  too  much  aflfectad  to  reply, 
bfitcSHpeseed  her  father's  band^  and  bathed  M  with 
Iht  lte«rs..  At  length,  struggling  with  h^.emo- 
liMjisha  e;xdtoJiBed,  faintly,  *  Ah  I  rnji^^ii^Jha 
pettiitfu)  intitrri^ide  Emsaa  will  nev^]^  jj^cipei^^ed 
to  share  the  rewar^k^of  th^  rigbtf^^Ws/ 1- ,  Ji  ^.  . 
fl4©eflpti*diiag  wQmiBMftH  answeii^jdrii^Bks^iy  ft^^^ 
%)|azi(m£ited  iiwi«^»ding:  sfttllinsis^tOijS^d'iS 
«PK:|ii?rf-^0ver^  never  yet,  Emiqa«6  4id;bi?fBeject 
*ftoriitentifciid.coatriteb0&rt^  ,  ,(!   -r,      r 

gifis^dWin^  sooB^  after  withdraw,  and.  Ei^nja  -feU 
«rij^;  during  which  Fatwiy  yrm  jmt^A^ by  be* 
)MlbM4>;^botb  anxiously  renaajlfting.by  b^r  until 
sheawoke.  ':■   .r^y.a-:  .";V' 

fitter dttbren^h  beang'QWSlewbM  r»eruifa>d  by  th^ 
xH^mimMnA  obi^ned, , ber  ^eliiinin:  e^m  her  first 
iMmkfpiii^.  was;  uncommonly  veb^nent;^  «tnd  re-, 
foindt  aE  .WilUi^mr'a  tendartpi^m^i  toj^^ 
arid  sf^otibhqrta  remain  m  bf^.  ^^:  :'     ' 

to*  ]^nwriU  go  to  Ingk.W!Ood,Veafrfaimed^s^^    ^my 
mother  commanded  it.    Your  paths  are  the  pa^bs 
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o|;hell;  iny  soul  shdll  never  ^amk^o^v^p^qjl^^t 
J.  de^pis^  your  threats ;  what  are  pnaoii;^  ^i^ffil' 
Then  looking  at  William  with  a  fixed  hpi^xari.^ 
cried,  *  Begoiie,  Edwin,— fiend^-^mo»e|pi:,7^Ta||| 
thiAg(  but  brother !'   Then  in  ^  lower  voip^/  y^ 
are^  I  know^  ?i  man  of  bloQdr-you,.9i^^f^ 
Wjiitmore.;  b^tthat^Qn  may  wa^^h  yp^j;  Ij^^ 
from,-Trhi9  wife  will  foi;give  yojo^ .  ^  sl^.^ff^^ 
uppn  the  deed  J  suppose.    But  who.ahal^  $QffiSJf| 
you  this  1^8t»T-this  ^/foirst, — this  (fete$^al>l^jffT-f^ 
Exhausted  by  the  exertion,  as  sh^  uttei;e4;tb|P)^ 
word,  she  sunk  .on; the  pillow^  and  af):^f. .f ^fjf 
little  tinie, appeared  to  sleejp,  while,  WiUiq;i^fa|^ 
his  trembl^lg  wife  lo<M<^ed  at  each  other  ii^^]^ 
terror.     After  remaining,  tolefably  comppjii^.j^ 
balf  .an  l^our  she  awoke;,  but  more  pliacid^^s^^  ap- 
parently insensible  of  her  laa^t  delirii^^h^.  '.  ^y|^^| 
trotber  and  lister,'  paid  sh^.  *for  yojii^ei^ipf^ti]^ 
to  call  you  §0,  upworthy  as  I  am-  .  IIf^y^E|.,i)i(f^ J[ 
hope,,  re<juite  your  goodnesp  to  me. .  In  tj^^  l^ 
drawer  belonging  to  the  table  ;is  a.  R^fUQu^fq^ 
whic^  P<»>|iWs  the  fa^al  histpry,of  ,BJiy.»jnj9(||. 
I  could  uotttaye  a  heart  to  rejlaAe.<t|i^«^,{jbf|t|j9)|r 
{iOsed-thepe|ianceoiL  Wy^dlf  of  tecapt^|il|g^^ 
thus.    Ohl  donQthate'anddei^ki^ilipM[^§yffi& 
jea4,n^,  unkssyoubpldit  particnlarly  p^f^iifl^ 
do  not  show  it  to  jgay  father;  npt  to  jCp|iq?al.^ 
,i»yn  shame  do. I  speak*  bu^: because -th^fr^jq^ 
would  sii^k  bim.tft  ^he,gi^av?.    Nay,  wfiyy^ii^.]^ 
both  ^eep?    My  fat|H»r  bi/ds  me  irast.ff^die 
J  jnercy  of  God,  m^  even  thinks  I  may  be^^p|(^^^. 
Alas!  he  knoTvs  nol^  half  niy  crjMnes :  his^v^w^ 
,p^%yers,  and  blessings,  have*  ha^wfe^w,  9W^|t<^ 
me,  and  my  heart  is  fio  l<mger  ffi^i|i.>i^g|^ 
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OiWf  ^fllfc^  now  alone  pressed  heavy  on  my  ^irits^ 
wHieli,  ^^rhaps,  yoU  mil  only  attribute  to  the 
#khd^iings  of  sickness,  yet  which  to  me  always 
ll|}^eared  the  effect  qf  a  divine  mission.    From  thef 
iftbe  of  niy  mother's  death,  in  my  drfearas  I  <V^ 
OT^tfy  *i^\«f  her,  but  always  with  a  severe  arid 
ai^  (Countenance;    and  in  particular,  abdat  ^ 
iilbhih1t>efbre  I  came  to  InglewOod,  hieaven  alone 
ll^<IHl  ifa^ impression  she  made  on  me!    Since 
ctettilne;' restless  as  have  been  my  nights,  I  have 
ii^erisfihce  seen  her;  methinks  it  seems  as  if  she 
Witt  totally  abandoned  me ;  for  though  she  frown- 
fefl%iid  (Chid  me,  her  anger  has  been  saltitary  to 
tft^^oul,  and  I  feel  T  could  die  satisfied  were  I 
wen^for  a  moment  to  see  her  again/ 
M^M^  dear  sister,'  replied  William,  *thelife*of 
liS4tefr^<5a  were  worit  to  lead  being,  as  I  trust,  con- 
tttr^t*  5k>tirr  natural  disposition  and  ediiciatiori, 
yth^^cftiisjpireid  to  gite  rise  to  ideas  Ivhich,  how- 
^^  yoh  tiifight  banish  waking,  you  could  not  stifle 
tiflftOi^ii'liburs  y»^heh  we  retrace,  wi^i  mitigied  tnith 
ifiM^'^fict^,    various  subjects.    Your    motherV 
IfihtiM'liad  doubtless  made  a  particular  impres- 
Wttfcf  iSfi  ybu,  arid  caused  you  frequently  to  dream ; 
Vkk  tttlfeftd'ihOse  reproaches  which  your  own  heart 
ilftife^fietatedi     Since  your  rettim  to  virtue,  Em- 
ilfoi  tlWse  self-reproaches  have,  in  some  meadurcj 
^SMSi^'ed';   and  yorir  agoni2fed  fancy  no  longer 
*|^ite!iitS  the  image  of  an  unhappy  angi*y  parent-' 
^ri^«ftif^'a  tiatul^al  conclusion,  KVilliara,  for  you 
l8^fiMA:e,''  replied  Emma;   *yet  you  know  not 
tii?#^tfttng,  how  awftil  the  last  injuncftion,  whi<?h 
^>l%^W!ly  cfee^ed  ;*  yet,  my  brother,  she  h^  since 
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v;^e  wiU  tt^n  »uppo«e,  my  dear  9ilfl»^^A^*€^^ 
FftBUy,  'ih9t  jtbf?  erraad  of  mercy  ojt  whiqli^ftbd 
w^s  p^roumd  to  iCame  is  fiilfiU^,  and^ibntf^Ni 
h^  xu)  farth^  Iwvsiness  quill  ehe  gteete  yoq^inyii 
most  happy  eternity/  -  u    uod 

^  '^Ifusf^cid  t^Qttghtt/  replied  Em?»a;  ^gr^'if  I 
9<w^>ft<pt  ^pnpe  more  hav^  seen  her  witkmit  tltat 
frowning  poimtenance^  I  confess  Jt  would^  li^yiii 
inade  me  die  happy :  but  God's  will  bt  dctttennla 

_^ ':M     IfMyO   X\ 
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^OR  two  days  after  the  foregoing}. disopvrsi?!^ 
Emma  yet  struggled  hard  with  anguish  ;ibut|.((h 
wai*ds  the  close  of  the  second  eveniiig  liel  ap- 
proaching dissoli^tion  became  apparent/  0^ 
$ease^  had  been  perfect  since  the  last-rineiilioQCyi 
delirium,  and  h?r  death  was  as  edifyingaa  htf 
life  had  been  erroneoiw,  Surrpundf^  .l^f*  ilb* 
whole  faiqily,  even  the  old  men,  sh^  jf^ifmdfiier 
prayers  and  ble^ings  with  tbemi .  ii^rliQipWy 
admonishing  Reuben  and  ,£^waM  t/f^^iew^fei^ 
vice,  and  tread  firm^in,  the  path^  of  recti^;ii4^»!' 
The  youths  liste^ed  with  pious  atten^ipii^  jih| 
dying  moralist  made  an  imprefssioq  n^eip^^ 
manent  than  all  the  eloquence  of  leaf^fgo^r 
pedantry  of  boojcs.  They  beheld  a  wQwmf^ 
in  the  piwe  pf  life,  aad  uncomn^onfy  Iat^ 
jinking  into  tiie  grave,  the  victim  .9f» jifp?,  fl^ 
errors,  and  a. striking  ejcafl^pje  of  tb«i  yMfi(ft{|icy 
of  ev^ry  human  endowment  withotit|ig|tMff.  ]^(,f>^ 
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fc#ll«yoi]rt!is  each  held  oneof  herh't!ifaaii,'ali*^ady 
eo¥0i^ed%itfar;the  cold  damp  of  deafii,  dtid  prej^in^ 
ftdfa^tb^i^  lips,  promised  to  T^TOtetift)fer*Ptt*iftjuTO^^ 
^mBf  rendered  yet  more  sadreiA  Ky  the  HiAemn 
•hour  in  which  they  were  giveh.  •  ^  -  -  ^  ^*'*^*  '  '^ 
I  Thte»  friendly  Bemai*d  kissed  arid  ^6pt'  Over 
h^j '^Aht  Emma/  said  he,  *  thoU '  gliouldst 
hiMil  dtHvea  gainst  this  unhappy  lUhiesd  t  tliott 
shotiMsb  have  lived  to  nnrse  ns  old  men ;  not 
thus  have  hurried  to  the  grave  before  us.  What 
if  thou  hast  been  faulty,  thou  art  not  the  first: 
God  has  forgiven  thee  I  am  sure;  and  let  him 
that  hath  no  sin  throw  the  first  stone.' 

Godwin  next  appfoiached,  his  venerable  form 
bent  to  earth,  but  his  eyes  raised  to  heaven,  and 
prAyingy  he  blessed,  and  repeatedly  forgave  hid 
dyirig  daughter.  \ 

M^  Iliad  a  wish,*  said  Emma,  faintly,  *to  see 
yddr  Aiina;  .but,  deprived  of  that  pleasure,  say  I 
iMMiMd '<her.  Agnes,  my  love,'  turning  to  th6 
iMle^'gifl,  *  eter  be  attentive  to  your  pafeAite  j 
fDlge*not  your  duty,  and  God  will  not  forget  you.^ 
5'»*WiKftani  then-  approached ;  his  manly  cheeks 
IbilN^kedFliHth  tiears;  and  unable  to  speak,'  he  pres's^ 
ted  hcilr 'haml-to  hi»  lips :  -*  Williaift,*  said:  she, 
*mf  bfest,  my  dearest  brother,  whose  wortli,  alas! 
l%ai^  Sensible  of  too  late,  d  o  not  hate  my  ihemory . 
WjlFftsmy  too,  kind  sister!  hay,  weep  not:  how 
WolSMly  have  you  fulfilled  the  duty  which  I  am 
lihsMi^  to  have  neglected!  Long  may  ye  be 
M^py,  it^rthy  pair,  and  may  the  blessings  of 
kiitt)^^<t>e  multiplied  on  your  heads  V 
T>EtiktM  now  appeared  exhausted,  even  to  al- 
most fifhthi^i  i^aimy  therefore  entreated  her  to 
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Q^6Mi  gpeiikiiig,  a&d  endestvotir  to  iAetjp :  a 
she  immediately  corarplied  Tfhbv  firi^t  iMtki^ 
kittdly,^  biA  fiseedly,  around  tm  «vefy  pitf ticdiyt' 
object,  as  though  she  would  impri^s  he^^^i^i^^ 
on  their  memory ;  ttien  desh-mg  to  be  placed^a- 
tfierloweriii bed,  she,  affer  sometime,  fe!ftittto%tf 
api^U'ent  heary  sleep,  in  which  she  cbntih^ra 
without  stragglef,  or  the  least  conl(^tilsion,^^li(J^' 
more  than  t^o  hout«,  all  sitting  fotmd  hr^-sliyifiS 
defection,  and  waiting  the  event  of  %^  id^xt 
awnking,  whicfh  they  feared  would  be  •decJMViP"^ 

At  length  she  began  to  stir ;  and  the  att^tiV^ 
Fanny  was  instantly  by  her  side.  *  My  rfbt«ftf 
eried  Emma,  with  a  smile,  which  wsis  th6  fif^ 
they  had  seen  enliven  her  features  since  IwSi^'ifeS 
<um,-— *OhI  you  know  not  how  happy  I  aftl^^I 
have  again  seen  my  mother;  and  she  told'oa^ 
thirf:  I  am  forgiven.  Ah !  Fanny,  I  hav^iiiitiM^ 
now-to-  'wish  t — ^nay,  look  there,'  cried  ^i^^,  #1^ 
isimltatioQ,  <«he  co^es  again;  see,  she ^mlM^ 
aiid  beckwis  tne\  Blessed  «ght!'^  1  cow^;  ffl^ 
'mother,'  stretching  out  her  arms :  ^  refe^^e  yflflf 
Tepentant, — happy ,-*-happy  *ttightCT!V--=A^  siWi 
ottered  the  last  word  her  vx)ice  died  6ti  h^'Hj[^ 
het  head  reclined,  and  her  eontrite  spifi^Qeft^ittf 
once  frail  tenement  iiJ}!uovf 

*<God  of  mercy  and  jCimipasaB^n,  act€»^^iny 
penitent  cfaildi'  JCiied  iiodwin,'  {isiBhig  Mo'^i 
amDB  of  his  son ;  'let  Iier  repesitance  ato]i0i[)i^bfll 
ofimcesi  and  may  we  hereaiter  nwet  in  hetiitetff 

*Ahl  my  fether,'  replied  William,  *hQWiA# 
have  died  like  Emma!  we  will  thelrefdre^^lllltt 
our  sorrow  with  resignation*  Had^stoxiiideptl 
diedinherer»NrB,  ms  sho^d  hav«  tetd^rmte^i 


ippitfp  I  A»~  it  is,  how  greatrthe  m^roy  ^  G^i^ 
mifmlj  to  ^wak^c^  her  to  a  seusa  of  her  ^g^uilty' 
%^  i^^eiffg  her  hoiae,  that  we  might  wi4ii6s$  biei^ 
ij^^^, virtue  r  ^  ^     '    > 

n^fi^w^Hf  raised  his  head  from  the  l^^^som  of  ht»< 
1^,  ;aDfd  ejaculated,  ^Blessed  be ^ the  name  o# 
^QfJji' .  jTfaen  taking  his  arm,  he  0e»4»  ^  I. will  g<Q^ 
fi^h..  Mypreseace  is  no  longer  'tts^ftri,  smd'tha^ 
i^Ms.  moji^e ttlwin  ^y  ag^  caa  well  heat*!' ' ^  " 
{^r^ilU^mand  Reuben  imme^liately^i^coiafNEaiied' 
Ura  ii^o  another  a^partment^  and  W^ite  soen  Mter 
jpjnfid  Jbiy  the  rest  of  the  family^  exa^t  F^any, 
w^  slayi^d  behind  with  hermaidfiitopatformthe 
l|9^t^  n^Qumfal  rites  to  the  onc^  beauteoasralail 
^^^i^  vEiafi^a^ — to  shut  those  now  dto  eyes,r 
f  hcH^.  4[)t4^$tiess  liad  ^eqa^tly  been^extolle^f 
^^oa;»^<  every  thing  humaa  ;  ^nd  to  elose  tht^d 
tty^/Ups^  which  had  been  celebrated  abovfe  the 
1^}^  axMithe  damask  rose.  '  Ala^ !  fri^odr  ^isle^, 
QompQiiioii  of  my  childhood,  why  has  this  task 
4gYokedonme?'  saidFsmny,  kissing  her.  **Thy 
Sf^ll^ow  and  repentance  have,  l4rast>  aton^dtfc^ir 
%,  emrprs-  Would  to  God  thoa  hadigrf;  heea 
V^e^l:  ^  sister  of  my  betoved  hu^baml  3shc»ilfd 
It^vi^^flhAr^d  all  tny  ,tond^f nees,  &ad  our  M&drue^ 
woald  at  length  have  forced  her  to^ fmr^vie^rself.' 
YaWlJ^tn^t^at moment ienteredi'  'Fanny,  my 
)(!{9e/  skaid  he^.  ''in  our afflmtioii f^rthbdead,  we 
l9tfstftot  forget  our  d«N;ie8  tO/^heriiviBg*  :  Snfftt 
l|Kt.ii»;]|eadihee  from  tUs  scene 'ofmortatity^ — 
th^^aitft' performed  ail  tiiat  dti^y  ulldv  tentkmess 
It^^UFel  Oh,  Fhmiy>  in  bow  many  sorrows  have 
1)^v!i«tahal^p^  Ihmily 'invoired  thee!  W*en  I 
€On|fM»plKl^  thy  palimoe  and  virtms,  how  6flea 
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do  I  complain  of  my  own  unworthiness,  and  ex- 
claim, that  I  am  blessed  above  the  lot  of  man  f 

*  And  I  above  that  of  woman!'  replied  Fanny, 
throwing  her  arms  round  his  neck,  and  presmg 
her  lips  to  his.  ^  Best  of  sons,  fathers,  and  has- 
t^ands,  blessed  be  the  hour  that  made  me  thii^! 
and  may  I  never  be  less  sensible  of  my  happiness 
tlian  I  am  ^Jt  present !' 

William  clasped  her  to  his  bosom,  and  plac^ 
bis  arm  round  her  waist,  drew  her  from  the  apart* 
quent  with  the  attentive  kindness  of  a  bridegroomJ 
Seven  days  after,  the  last  remains  of  Emma  w^pe 
deposited  at  the  foot  of  her  mothers  coffin,  in  the 
church-yard,  the  whole  family,-  except  Godwin 
and  Bernard,  attending  the  funeral,  and  who  wti^ 
Iboth  so  warmly  entreated  to  relinquish  it^  that 
they  at  length  consented. 


CHAP.  XLIV. 

s 

WhiL£  the  foregoing  scene  was  taking  plate  at^ 
Inglewood,  Mrs.  Palmer,  on  her  part,  wa^  lalso 
surrounded  with  uneasinesd  in  London ; — her  fo* 
ther's  health  grew  daily  worse;  and  his  piievish- 
ness  increased  to  so  great  a  degree,  that  he  codMi 
i^arcely  bear  her  out  of  his  sight.  '^ 

The  hours  therefore  she  had  to  pass  with  Anna 
were  few ;  yet  she  was  in  some  measure  consoled^ 
by  having  found  her  so  agreeable  a  compamoff 
as  Editha,  and  so  respectable  a  protectr6S«  in  h€sr 
absence  as  Mrs.  Fitzmorris.    It  i» tine,  tibe-ladjv 
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usep  kme  fiur  ^b<mi  she  never  pould  bwe  experir 

en<ieGlra.  itend^  friendship,,  a^  jshf^  v^ixted  that 

^i^nil^ty  o£,di&iMij»itioii*tbaii  unites  hearty. y  but 

ipraft^-iiiafiwithstaQding,  a  desirable  acquaintancB^ 

aadfia  wr^  prop^  person  to  be  eutra#e4witb 

tfiei  tgiiid»nc6  of  youth,  as  she .  <w^  .pafil^culfMrly 

<iiiQl(jGa)^af.theirinorals,— rsaw.  tittletcai;9rp(ii>y ;  •  that 

choiseni  and  of  a  description  that  the  n^^t  rigid 

padeiQcmbl  not  haye  objected  to. 

•liikiB  wenamg,  afiter  Mrs.  Falm^r  b^  reined 

fiURifaevifatbef's,  «he  received  a.npte  £r<Hn.hi^ 

dtbmieyi  rinfoflpming  heir,  that  in  the   Jai^ica 

^t^ijuat  anived,  was  the  female  negro  she  had 

jHiitibMed*  of  Mrs.  Fitzmorris  ;   bu t/tbat  of;  tl^e 

ttiMT'lbfeer  t>vo  had  chosen  to  reiqain  bebiudf 

with  the  stipend  allowed  them:  tbat  the  ^oaof 

the  woman  just  arrived  was  dead ;  an4  bet  mop^y 

ioi  consequence  would  be  returned  ;  concluding 

I^  note  by  entreating  her  further  orders  respect- 

idg  the  business. 

Mrs.  Palmer  immediately  answered,  by  desir- 
ing him  to  send  on  board. the rvijssel  for  the  wo- 
vm^  and  cau^e  her  to  be  conducted  to  her  on 
tlb^fiibllp'wing  m((iifningr*.*to  p^y  ^11  ,^pqa^p(ii^ 
aimLiplMe  it  to  her  accoimt  The  ttmt  day  early^ 
BftsictP^mer  sont  a  cvd  to  Mrs.  FitzmoiriSy-rer 
<}iftNrtwgt  the  favour  of  ^dit^'s  coqfipaQy  £or  the» 
"tiMo  4a7^;  a  dewre  tbflut  iyas.r4^fi4ily  Q^HQpUed 
with ;  and  she  soon  a£(^  enti^red- 
i;rXlle<.*fptp^et«ney  Mrs,  Pftliwr  bad  of  Julia's 
^ti$V$AnfA^*m*0iwA  ni^  ;to sie^iliio^ . but  jd<ater^ 
«JMdttf.attrpm0bejr  1^1)6^  4#dacc<>rdinglyr 
^i|t<  aaiiour  alteri  -on.  thetiLttoaii^'s  beiiig  «an- 
^^fmmAj  ap^gilsed.  f#c  iatrtdn^i^  ,biip.:   He 

16  3  a 
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entered,  followed  by  the  liberated  female,  vAx^t^b 
sooner  perceived  her  young  mistress,  and  giving 
an  exclamation  of  pleasure,  she  rushed  forward, 
and  throwing  herself  at  her  feet,  embraced  her 
knees,  while  Editha  fell  on  her  neck,  unable  to 
articulate  a  word. 

*  Julia  free,  MisseyT  cried  she*  *Poor  Julia 
free!  Come,  live,  die,  willing  slave  to  deat 
Missey !' 

*  My  good  Julia,'  replied  Editha,  recovering  her 
surprise,  *how  I  rejoice  to  see  you  here!  Bat 
where  is  my  poor  Scipio?  I  expected  him  too.' 

*  Ah,  Missey  !'  answered  Julia,  a  tear  stealing 
down'her cheek,  '  Scipio  die  !  Ah,  Missey!  when 
I  see  no  move,  no  speak,  hand  cold, — my  heart 
how  sink !  But  when  I  tink  again  poor  Scipio  be 
free,  I  laugh,  clap  hands, — say,  Scipio  free  widaut 
buy !  Gone  home ! — dere  no  white  man  whip, 
no  black  slave  cry  :  dis  comfort  poor  Julia, — dry 
up  tear!  Ah,  good  Missey,  you  cry  too, — cry 
for  poor  negro  Scipio !' — Then  perceiving  a  tear 
that  had  drbpped  from  Editha  on  her  hand,  she 
kissed  it  off ;  adding,  *  White  man's  smile  and  tear 
-gain  negro  heait.  Missey  warm  mine, — make 
forget  sorrow.' 

"  *  To  this  lady,'  answered  Editha,  taking  Julia's 
ebon  hand  with  her  own  ivory  one,  and  leading 
^ler  toward  Mrs.  Palmer,  *  we  owe  every  thing. 
You  must  love  her,  Julia,  as  you  loved  miy 
mother ;  and  must  serve  her  as  faithfully.' 

*  Julia  will  serve  as  faithfully,'  repeated  she, 
^laying  her  hand  on  her  heart,  with  a  sigh.  ^ 

•     *  And  you  will  love  her  too,'  replied  Editha, 
J  Ml  love  her.    She  4id  not  itnow  you ;  yet  she 
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would   have  bought   you,   together   with   your 
Scipio,  and  now  gives  you  freedom/ 

*  Julia  will  give  her  life!  Lady  make  Julia 
love ;  but  no  promise  before  know.' 

*  I  like  your  honesty,'  returned  Mrs.  Palmer. 
*  Love  me  only  as  you  find  I  deserve.' 

Editha  then  explained  to  her  more  particularly 
the  oUyigations  she  had  to  Mrs.  Palmer,  and  the 
necessity  there  was  of  neither  Mr.  nor  Mrs.  Fitz* 
morris  knowing  that  she  had  been  instrumental 
in  procuring  her  freedom,  as  it  might  be  construed 
a  wilful  disobedience  of  her  father  s  commands. 

Mrs.  Palmer  then  told  her  she  should  for  the 
present  remain  with  her,  and  attend  on  Anna; 
and  having  already  spent  more  time  than  she 
could  well  afford  firom  her  father,  she  took  her 
leaye,  and  left  them  together  for  the  day. 

Mrs*  Palmer,  on  reaching  her  father,  found  him, 
yet  worse  than  she  had  before  seen  him  ;  but  still, 
notwithstanding  his  great  age,  so  attached  to 
life,  that  he  had  just  resolved  to  try  the  Bath 
waters,  which  had  been  casually  mentioned ;  and 
'Warmly  pressed  his  daughter  to  accompany  him 
4lia?e  immediately.  This  request  was  particularly 
unpleasant  to  Mrs.  Palmer,  as  she  could  not  well 
refuse  a  parent  in  such  a  situation  \  and  yet  knew 
not  how  to  dispose  of  Anna,  whom,  if  even  she 
tpok  with  har,  she  knew  not  where  to  place  when 
fjg^  arrived  there,  as  the  same  objections  would 
hold  at  Bath  as  on  her  arrival  at  London.  ^ 

After  repeated  deliberation,  she  at  length  de- 
termined to  intrude  so  far  on  Mrs.  Fitzmorris^ 
kindaess,  as  to  entreat  to  leave  her  there  until 
J|pjeri4«itl»er  ^ould  fetch  her  Iw^k  tiSK  t^  JRoBust 
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Thus  d^tei^iimiedi  she  waited  on  thfe  ladyj  mk 
apologizing  ifor  the  liberty,  proposed  her  suit, 
•which  was  iinmediately  granted  ;  insisting,  how- 
ever, that  Miss  Anna's  visit  should  be  prolonged 
until  their  return  from  Bath. 

These  preliminaries  settled,  Mrs.  Palmer  fo«nd 
herself  more  at  ease ;  and,  on  her  return  home, 
informed  Anna  and  Editha  of  the  arrangement 
that  had  taken  place. 

This  news  had  at  oiice  the  most  opposite 
eflfects ;  Editha  was  enraptured  to  have  Anna 
entirely  with  her,  while  Anna  was  overwhelmed 
with  grief,  on  the  idea  of  being  separated  ftom 
Mrs.  Palmer. 

*  My  dear  child,'  said  that  lady,  *  was  I  not  so 
unhappily  situated,  nothing  should  part  us ;  but, 
my  love,  the  absence  will  be  short, .  and  your 
grief,  however  flattering  to  me,  is  ungenerous  to 
your  friend  Editha.' 

This  gentle  reprimand  dried  Anna's  tears ;  she 
was  hurt  to  appear  ungrateAil,  and  determined 
to  conform  to  what  appeared  most  conveioiait, 
without  showing  any  more  uneasiness,  whatever 
it  might  cost  her. 

Mrs.  Fitzmorris's  carriage  soon  after  fetching 
Editha,  they  separated  for  the  night,  Mrs.  Palme* 
promising  to  take  Anna  in  the  mornihg. 

On  Editha's  departure  Mrs.  Palm»  entered 
more  fliUy  into  the  business.  She  informed 
Anna  that  her  father  had  insisted  on  har  staying 
in  the  same  house  with  him  when  they  reached 
Bath;  and,  that  thiis  situated,  shefaadnoodiiet 
feasible  measure  to  pursue;  but  left  it  to  fctet 
•own  choice  whether  she  would  temaiii  at  Mts.. 
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f%morri6'd,  or  i^hetber  Bhe  sh^^uM  write  to  ber 
father  to  fetch  her  home  as  speedily  as  possible. 

•  My  deaSr  Madam/  replied  Anna,  *  I  feel  I  be- 
have like  a  petulant  spoiled  child,  and  yet  you 
condescend  to  hulnour  me!  I  will  not  trouble 
my  father  to  take  such  a  journey  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  when  there  is  no  absolute  necessity.  I 
love  Editha,  and  I  respect  Mrs.  Fitzmorris,  and 
will,  if  you  please,  remain  with  them  until  your 
return.  To  part  with  you,  I  confess,  is  unplea- 
sant to  me ;  but  I  will  endeavour  not  to  disgrace 
your  goodness  by  my  behaviour.' 

*  My  beloved  child,'  answered  Mrs.  Palmer, 
'a  separation  cannot  be  more  displeasing  to  you 
thsm  to  me.  You  are  become  essential  to  my 
happiness ;  I  am  arrived  at  that  age  when  attach- 
ments so  long  cemented  are  painful  to  be  bro- 
ken,—and  nothing  but  the  duty  I  owe  my  father 
could  force  me  to  be  a  day  deprived  of  your 
company.  You  are  every  where  received,  my 
love,  as  my  daughter ;  nor,  were  you  truly  so, 
could  you  be  dearer  to  my  heart.  Mrs.  Fitz- 
morris's  hoispitality  must  be  requited,  for  my 
Anna  must  not  be  under  an  obligation;  ther^ 
^  a  pair  of  bracelets  in  my  casket  that  I  would 
wish  you  to  present  to  Editha ;  her  aunt  is  fond 
of  show,  and  vvill  doubless  be  pleased  with  this 
malrk  of  attention.  I  would  also  wish  you,  while 
IKctc,  to  dress  more  than  you  usually  do,  as  it 
will  gratify  her  to  introduce  you  to  her  ^ompany^ 
while  you  yourself  have  too  much  good  sense 
to  suffer  your  mind  to  attach  itself  to  such 
frivolities;  you  shall,  therefore,  my  love,  take 
that  casket  of  glittering  toys  with  you,  and  wear 
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occasionally  such  as  may  best  please  you,  pre- 
senting first  the  pearl  bracelets  to  Editha/ 

'  Oh !  M adaniy  how  good,  how  considerate 
spre  you  for  your  Anna!  Can  you  wonder  I 
should  dread  even  a  week's  separation  T 

Mrs.  Palmer  then  asked   Anna's  opinion  of 
Julia;   and  finding  it  conformable  to  her  own, 
it  was  agreed  that,   if  Mrs.  Fitzmonis  had  nO' 
objection,  she  should  accompany  Anna  thithar^ 
as  her  attendant. 

The  next  morning  the  separation  took  place, 
— both  Mrs.  Palmer  and  her  young  friend  strug- 
gling with  their  own  feelings,  fearful  of  distress- 
ing the  other. 

Mrs.  Palmer  conducted  Anna  to  Mrs.  Fitzr 
morris,  into  whose  care  she  resigned  her ;  and 
finding  she  had  no  objection  to  Julia's  attending) 
her,  soon  after  sent  her  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  afternoon  Mrs.  Palmer  departed  fofi 
Bath,  writing  first  to  Inglewood,  and  inclosing 
a  letter  .from  Anna,  informing  them  of  the  change 
that  h^d  takeji  place,  and  desiring  them  to  make 
themselves  happy  on  her  accoimt,  as  she  wa^ 
placed  in  perfect  security. 

This  letter  reached  them  about  a  week  h^om 
Emma's  death,  and  when  she  was  judged  in^  tlid 
most  imminent  danger.  The  removal  of  Anna 
gave  them  some  uneasiness ;  but  the  prudence  #1 
Mrs.  Palmer  was  so  well  known  to  them,  Ikik 
no  idea  oif  her  being  in  any  danger  from  the 
change  obtnided  on  their  imagination. 


v4*)       i-'-^^i 
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CHAP,  XLV. 

Otf  the  same  day  that  Anna  became  an  inmate  at 
Mrs.  Fitzmorris*s,  that  lady  towards  evening  com- 
plained of  a  sore  throat ;  and  on  the  following 
morning  found  herself  so  ill  that  a  physician  was 
called  in,  who  declared  her  disorder  to  be  a  malig- 
nant fever.  In  the  course  of  the  morning  Fitz- 
morris  dropped  in ;  and  being  in  expectancy  heir 
to  the  lady,  was  by  no  means  the  least  interested 
of  the  family.  He  was  astonished  to  find  Anna  a 
permianent  visitor,  but  too  good  a  dissembler  to 
show  the  pleasure  that  circumstance  gave  him.  His 
prudence,  or  rather  his  cunning,  seldom  forsook 
him,  unless  he  was  inebriated,  which,  however, 
was  frequently  the  case ;  on  which  occasion  he 
possessed  more  of  the  brute  than  the  man,  giving 
way  to  the  most  unbridled  passions,  his  affrighted 
family  flying  before  him  like  sheep  before  the 
hungry  wolf.  At  other  times  his  hypocrisy  sur- 
passed his  other  vices,— for  it  was  g;reat  enough  to 
cover  all  the  rest :  and  even  those  who  were  not 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  him  found  an  excuse 
for  his  excesses,  if  by  any  chance  they  were  dis- 
covered, being  pitied  for  the  unhappy  propensity 
he  had  to  liquor,  which  could  transform  so  respect- 
able a  man  into  a  creature  so  unlike  himself. 

For  two  days  Mrs.  Fitzmorris  grew  worse,  and 
on  the  third  was  declared  in  great  danger ;  Mr. 
Fitzmorris  in  consequence  was  advised  to  move 
his  daughter,  as  the  malady  was  very  communi- 
cative; and  might  endanger  her  health. 
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Editha  bad  lived  entirely  with  Mrs.  FitenKwfo 
since  her  mother's  death,  now  two.  ye^rs  pi^^tfS 
and  looked  fonyord  witi^t  hprfor  to  the  lofigfj^l 
that  friend,  as  she  then  must  indubitably  ir^m 
to  h^  father '1^ ;  an^i^veiitshe  dr^^ded*  :     „n  //)l 

Mrs.  Fitmiwmloyc^  heir  as  m^^J^.^t^icw^flHi 
n/^m  of  her  disposition  would  p^mj^ :  ao^  i^iK^ 
tion  which  Editha  returned  with  ifitl^esty.r^g^iilt^ 
ing  her  as  h^r  lO/ot^,  atifi  pbeyipg.b^r  ai^«i|[|;h. 
Her  grief,  therefore,  at  thisev^  rcfguiFHe^  ^i^i 
na'^  tep^ei^ness  Ui  sqpth,  while  ij^thal^i  s^ffiojilt 
twght  her  bow  keenly  susceptible  |ier  iv^ftrt  Wii 
to  the  suflTeriogs  of  a  firiend;  a^  in  .her,c|d«4M^]rT 
she  almost  forgot  her  ovm  grief  o^  partiiig-wiilihi 
Mrs, Palmer.  .  (».  >  ►f 

Mr.  Fitzmorris,  apprised  of  the  danger  iOf-tlM^} 
malady,: immediately  dj?tert[iii»ed  tfi  .rein^>f€}>ili$ 
djLUghter  and  her  cc»npanion  to,  a  bof^^-ft^tliftii/* 
skuat^ed  QiiiOQie  sid^  of  Hdunsjiow  He#]^ ; ,  pb?*^ 
h^  inforpaedt  th^W,  thejr  isbonld  reeajftip  ft»li|f;^b#i 
ev/eat  Sfn^^  kn^^n.  Edi^Cha^  thto^gfa  s|a^.gifA«^^ 
to  leav^  her^Unt,  yet  dared  nqi  disp^  tji,^  fstfit 
of  her  fa^tb^,  imd  *<?cJt)rdiiigJy  piromis^i^  k^t 
r^dy  tp  ^tpepmptoy  him  pn  the  jB^tj^^c^iimfti 
Fi);5?inojTist  a^sumipg  the  utmost  com^litfHPitsfl/^ 
ai\d  ^atreatwg  the  removaj  Wight  npfcid^^irijfea 
th§»  of  Miss  Pak»ei?'^rCftftij!(Miy'         i  ^n^^}fitk^H 

Oa  ^is  d^pftrtme  Ai»ar  s^  down  .^p  >fHtf^^ 
Mrs,  Palm^r^m  aqqou]@ttof  wM  ^fk^ipas^;^  \iff^yl 

pi^^mng  ber  s^tis^ction^haw^  ^mk  w^m^t^fyi 
etent  bad  occurred,  ^he  w^  09  ^  Si^Q^it<).C4j||sp^ : 
tbeaffiiic^^JEdiJb^;  ^dy§fti*?«t?dMi^»tl^«teafff^ 

had  passed»  m  9^^  yf9»nAh^  peli»(^  ct9  mmm^ ' 
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vAent  on  that  score,  as  it  might  probably  give 
fliem  uneasiness, — spoke  highly  of  Mr.  Fitzmorris's 
iJndness, — and  entreated  her  immediate  answer. 

^  On  the  removal  of  the  young  ladies  to  Houns- 
low,  they  found  all  prepared  for  their  reception  ; 
Fitzmorris  receiving  them  with  a  pleasure  which 
struck  Anna  as  unfeeling,  at  a  period  when  his 
i^ter  was  in  danger. 

The  only  dortiestics  were  his  valet  and  an  old 
woman,  who  usually  kept  the  house;  and  who, 
having  daily .  assistance,  made  other  servants  un- 
Biecessary,  especially  as  Fitzmorris  seldom  slept 
there  for  more  than  a  night  or  two  together ;  and 
then  usually  accompanied  by  people  before  whom 
he  could  throw  off  all.  disguise,  and  with  whom 
little  ceremony  was  necessary. 

''FIditha,  as  her  father  had  not  expressly  com- 
manded it,  did  not  presume  to  take  a  servant  with 
her;  but  was  not  so  scrupulous  on  account  of 
Anna,  and,  therefore,  before  her  departure,  had 
ordered  one  of  Mrs.  Fitzmorris's  servants  to  con- 
duct Julia  to  the  stage,  and  give  a  proper  direc- 
tion where  to  leave  her.  Fitzmorris,  who  simply 
kitew  that  some  slaves  had  been  purchased  by 
Mr^.  Palmer,  or  her  agent,  had  never  given  him- 
self the  trouble  to  inquire  into  particulars,  and 
Was  therefore  not  a  little  astonished,  on  the  coach 
stopping,  to  see  Julia,  whom  he  particularly  dis- 
liked, enter  his  house.  Inquiring  into  the  cause, 
h€  found  she  was  one  of  those  liberated,  and  now 
the  attendant  of  Anna. 

In  the  first  paroxysm  of  his  ragie,  he  gave  his 
sifter,  Mrs.  Paliuer,  Julia,  and  the  whole  groupe, 
tr  ti»e  devil,  cursing  his  own  folly  for  vesting  any 
6  3  3 
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power  m  Mrs,  Fitsmorris;  but  luckily  not  susr- 
pecting  tds  daughter,  who>  as  she  was  l^forea^ 
stranger  to  the  parties,  he  could  not  iaclaSe  uL 
the  offence,  though  he  well  knew  she  was  partial 
to  Julia^  who  had  attended  his  late  wife-  /To 
i^how  his  dislike  would,  he  considered,  onlys^fve 
to  expose  himself;  he  therefore  determined  to  con* 
ceal  it,  and  even  treat  her  with  a  kindness  he£^^ 
tiever  shown  before.    Julia,  in  the  mean  ^\ 
was  is  little  satisfied  with  h&t  old  maste^!  at 
whose  sight  she  even  yet  shuddared.,    Howey^, 
being  warmly  attached  to  Editha,  and  pl|^eq 
ivith  the  gentle  demeanour  of  Anna,  she  coAso^ecf 
herself  with  the  idea  that  he  had  no  longer  s^ 
unlimited  power  over  her. 

The  apartments  of  the  young  ladies  were  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  house ;  a  circumstance  tui-i 
pleasing,  to  faotii,  and  which  Editlia  meiitifmea 
to  the  housekeeper ;  but  on  her  replying  it  was 
by  Mr.  Fitzmorris's  particular  order  that  B{iss| 
Paliner  should  be  accomixiodated  with  &e  best 
bed-chamber,  she  did  not  presume  to  say  inoi*e. 

On  Fitzmorris's  retiring  for  the  night  to  hi^ 
own  apartmei^t^  being  alone  vrith  his  valet,  (who 
was  nothing  inferior  in  villany  to  his  master^^  l|e 
isked  him,  with  a  more  complaisant  smfle  thtaii 
uisually  enlivened  his  features,  what  he  tbousbi  of 
their  new  visitant.  .^ 

*  Why,  iu  good  faith,'  replied  the  man  fi^eel^^^ 
^  I  scarcely  know ;  she  is  a  charming  girl ;  aQi4 1 
think,  Sir,  you  look  as  if  you  would  haye/no 
objection  to  give  us  a  new  niistress/ 
'[  *  No,  oh  my  s6al,'  replied  Fitzmonis,  *1  ikeyal 
mtend  to  commit  matrimoiiy  more.    I  cannot  say 
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but,  i^  the  girl  had  not  been  so  confoundedly  well 
bora  and  provided  for,  in  point  of  fortune,  I  would 
^ave  endeavoured  to  make  her  easy  ;  but,  as  she 
is  ptuated,  any  attempt  would  be  fruitless.* 

*  You  were  not  used  to  be  so  easily  disheart- 
ened,' replied  the  confidant ;  *  you  have  taken 
^owfi  pains  on  less  interesting  subjects/ 
*  ♦True;  but  t  am  no  longer  of  a  temper  to 
dance  attendance,  and  sue  for  favours  which  man 
ought  to  command.  The  women  in  Turkey  are 
tfioie  properly  educated,  and  know  how  to  esteem 
a  compliment  offered  theiti.  But,  now  I  thiuk  on 
it,  how  the  devil  came  Julia  among  the  number 

of  slaves  liberated  by  their  d d  humanity,  and 

my  sister's  cursed  officiousness?  She  was  not 
one  oir  the  old  incumbrances,  for  my  fether-in- 
law,  I  am  sure,  purchased  her.' 

'i^hat  is  more  than  I  can  tell,*  replied  the 
man,  *for  I  well  knovv  you  never  meant  hereto 
be  free;  but  the  business  is  past  recall.  Slie 
was,  if  I  mistake  not,  acquainted  with  the  affair 
of  the  little  mulatto ;  and  gave  a  hmt  to  my  mis- 
tress, who  never  held  up  her  head  afterwards.' 

"^tPerdition  seize  you,'  answered  Fitzmorris, 
^ for  introducing  such  a  subject;  it  will  banish 
sleep:  fetch  me  a  glass  of  brandy,  Curse  the 
slut!     1  wish  she  was  poisoned/ 

The  servant  soon  broiiglrt  the  soporific^  and 
tten  coiitinued  the  discourse  :•— *  I  attempted  to 
iih  her  to-night,'  said  he ;  ^  but  she  either  knows 
^othing,  or  is  obstinate.  Thinking  the  old  im- 
pression might  remain,  tried  a  trifling  threat; 
but  it  \f  as  of  no  use,  for  she  seems  to  be  aware 
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of  the  advantage  of  liberty,  grinned  in  my  fiice, 
and  snapped  her  fingers/ 

*D n  her!    it   is  better  to   sooth  than  to 

anger  her ;  for  it  may  prevent  her  prating.  We 
must  find  sonie  way,  if  possible,  to  get  rid  of 
her.     In  the  mean  time  be  still.'  ' 

Such  was  the  conversation  of  this  detestable 
pair ;  after  which  the  servant  retired,  ^nd  leift:  his 
master  to  his  own  thoughts  and  machinatiltas, 
The  valet,  by  mentioning  the  little  mulatto}  tiad 
not  only  given  rise  to  several  very  disagreeable 
reflections,  but  had  aUo  reminded  him  of  aneltiier 
circumstance,  not  altogether  so  unpleasant,  as 
it  was  an  almost  certain  recipe  for  vUlany  tq 
triumph  over  innocence. 


CHAP,  XI4VI. 

In  th6  morning,  while  the  party  were  at  break* 
fast,  they  received  a  message  from  toivn,  inform- 
ing them  that  Mrs,  Fitzmorris  was  better, — ^nfews 
which  conveyed  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  Editha, 
and  also  to  Anna,  who  sympathized  in  her  grief; 
but  was  totally  disagreeable  to  Fitzmorris,  who, 
the  day  before,  had  flattered  himself  he  had  an 
additional  ten  thousand  within  his  grasp.     '^> 

During  the  afternoon  there,  was  something  in 
the  looks  arid  behaviour  of  Fitzmorrisso  i^iffi^ent 
from  what  Anna  had  been  accustomed  to,  that 
she  shrunk  from  his  ardent  gaze,  and  her  face  wap 
covered  with  blushes.     Editha  tdo*  percelv  (id  the 
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diange;  and  well  knowing  how  addicted  her 
father  was  to  liquor,  trembled  lest  he  should  ex- 
.  .,})ft*^,himself  before  her  new  friend;  for  the ^alter^ 
Hition  she  was  too  innocent  to  attribute  it  to  any 
other  cause,  particularly  as  she  remarked  he  drank 
pncommonly  during  dinner* 
.ui>  Uojtil.this  day  Anna  had  been  perfectly  satisfied 
[iyj^  her  situation:  it  now  began  to  be  disagree- 
<,ftWe;  and  though,  like  Editha,  she  totally  attri- 
Inliut^^  Ijhe  cause  to  liquor,  yet  she  detennined  to 
*f(^l^rite.  to  her  father  on  the  ensuing  morning,  to 
Mgnify  tliat  sh^  wished  to  return  home. 
M  feuppeir,  Fitzmorris  was  outwardly  cheerful ; 
V.  but  ?it  intervals  seemed  lost  in  reflection,— a  sud- 
den glopm  at  those  times  overspreading  his  fea- 
tures :  his  confidential  servant  he  had  sent  that 
eve^ing  to  town,  with  orders  not  to  return  till 
the  n^xt  morning  with  an  aeeoirat  of'  Mrs.  Fiti- 
jnorris's  health.     During  supper  he  apologized  to 
Anna  for  absence  of  bis  domestics,  who  were  all, 
he  truly  said,  at  his  town-house,  presenting  both 
:,}m  aiid  his  daughter  with  what,  they  wanted. 
..rafter  supper,  as  they  had  drank  nothing  but 
'/iRater,. Fitzmorris  warmly  pressed  them  to  pledge 
.  j  him:  in.  a  glass  of  wine  to  his  sii^ter'$  health,  at  the 
i  ;jsaine  time  reaching  each  one  from  the  side-board ; 
Mj^ind  s^  peremptorily  urging  them,  that  they  conld 
(ir  m)t;  refuse.     Soon  after  the  young  firiends  with- 
drew 4  Editha  accompanying  Anna  to  her  cham- 
1;  |>^%  in  the  most  delicate  manner  e;x:cusiiig  her 
Uvi  fether's  unhappy  propensity  to  wine,  and  conj  uring 
u  J i  ih^  ii^ot  f^  jet  it  weaken  thdr  friend$h^.        ^ 
'I  ;/  ,  5Stan>p?Ti§  npw  left  alone^  hi^h^ad  resting  on 
his^  \^4^  for  ^Qfl^  time  rew,wjjed :  Ip^t  in  thjQwght. 
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Atlefigthlireakingsaehee,  4Wliat«iiil  a^iSttt^^ 
do?"  md  he;  < Violate  the  rites  of  hospibai^^^ 
aiid,  pearhaps,  ini^olve  myself  in  ruin !  for,  shoiwP 
it  be  dificoirered,  what  will  be  the  conse^ti^iti^)^ 
r- Consequences !  I  defy  them ;  none  dan  ^rU^ 
m  two"  hours  she  will  be  insensible  to  ev^&tf  tihS^i 
and  I  ma;y  in  s€ffety  seize  whatJE  shoufd  ii^vsm^' 
entreat ;  for  well  can  I  read  the  coldness  tfPliiir 
heart  in  her  ayerted  eye  and  distant  t^lfaViiitlK'^ 
D*— — d  reflection,  epemy  to  pleasm^;  begditel** 
drinking  a  goblet  of  wine.  *  With  my  fbrtiM^ 
am  I  to  shrink  at  such  a  trifle?  Surely  noit  'iJPlE' 
is  discovered,  who  will  believe  such  a  tale?  ISFf 
fortune  and  character  will  protect  me ;  besid^i^f 
lmy<^  pradently  in  this  case,  no  accomplice,  aii9^ 
therefore  need  not  fear  discovery.^  :      --'^ 

While  ttie  villanous  Fitamorris  was  thus  ptei;^ 
ting  the  most  infernal  scheme  that  ponid  disgi*^ 
manhood)  Anna  ^  and  Editha  were  in  social '^olS?' 
versation  in  th@  chamber  of  the  former,  whoV  li^* 
the  Gonfumon  of  Mrs.  Fitzmorri&i's  ill  health  £Qid' 
their  Mmoval,  had  not  until  now  recollected  ^^^ 
peari  bracelets  that  her  best  friend  had  desired  im 
to  present  tQ  Editha,  Taking  them  th^rfefSftP 
from  the  case,  which  she  had  in  her  poqket;  '^hW 
fixed  them  on  the  arms  of  her  compahicm,  W!|}' 
received  them,  saymg,  <  Anna,  I  wilt  keep  t%t^ 
for  yoor  sake  and  Mrs.  Palmer's ;  but,  indeed,  dii* 
my  own  account,  did  I  possess  all  the  jeWel^W 
^enniv^^  I  would  give  them,  never  to  sefeWjf 
laither  inebriated  again.'^  '      ^    ^^** 

They  then  examined  the  contents  of  the  casi«!t*,^ 
which  contained  a  pair  of  ear-rings  and  nekkkclB^ 
of  pearl,  a  locket,  and  several  rings ;  on  "wWA^ 
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tar^|cete»  Ikaving  no  more  maieml  cobt er^ntioii^ 
th^y  ^cours?d,  trying  on  some  and  admiiing 
^^f^fSi  until  at  length  Anna  complained  of  beiagig; 
tiiipQmmonly  sleepy ;  and  Editha  kissing'  her^ 
hade  her  good  n%ht. 

Axuia,  trfaenaloiie,  endeavoured  to  undress  her«> 
sf^.but  was  dibble:  she  felt  sick;  her  li^iids 
bprs^^  listless  t  and  conftised  ideas,  o»  dijSi^rent 
siBtbjecli^  it  once  floatekl  on  h^disorcli^ed  faincy/ 
**0^V^  saki  sbe,  faintly,  'it  is  surdy  the  hand  of 
de^th;T*"the  wine  has  kill^  me  ;^-4t  tasted  bitter, 
sbd  my  heart  recoiled.  FltziQ^rris's  looks  lii^ht- 
eui^  me  as  he  prei^ented  it ;  and  I  scai^eely  kn(sw 
what  t  did,  or  I  i^ould  not  havedrank  it*  I  shall 
net^rmofresee  my  £aimily,-*--p^ents,--*Htaii»na,^-^ 
nor  yet  Reuben !  Oh,  God !  protect  and  guide 
them  I  Oh,  Editha,  Editha!  why^---why  httve 
3^on  left  pe  V  As  she  concluded  she  arose  from^ 
her  seat  to  call,  bckt  found  the  giddkess  hi  bear 
h^  too  great  to  suffer  h^r  tp  make  any  exer- 
tion ;  and  reeling  towards  the  bed^  she  thirew  her- 
self upon  it,  convinced  she  should  rise  no  more. 

AH  was  now  still  throughout  the  honse^  Lust 
aiid  yillapy  alone  vrere  waking,  and  in  tlfe  form 
of,  Fitzmprris,  stole  into  the  chamber,  like  the 
hateful  fee  of  mankind.  Darkness  was  best  suit- 
ed to  his  deeds ;  he  therefore  bad  extmguished 
bis  candle  beforfe  he  enteri^d,  and  was  greatly 
surprised  to  find  a  light  bmrdng  on  the  table,  and 
Anna  dressed,  though  in  a  lethargic  imd  death- 
like sleep ;  her  cap,  handka*chief^  and  tl^  con^ 
t^ts  of  the  casket,  lying  scattered  on  the 
floor,  where  they  had  fallen  as  she  attempted  t« 
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.  He^od^ed  #ighdy,  that  the  stren^  of  .ibei 
ppdon  faadio^erpowt^ed  ber ;  and  rejoioed  to  findi 
the  effect  so  fevourabie  to  his  wisb^^.  Jh^tmn 
min^d  to  feaat  hia  iajtes  mth:  her  beaiiiy  befiWB^'M) 
extinguished  the  light,  as  there  was  nottto  OMsti 
distant  prospect  of  her  awakexuxigy  heLapproaobttd, 
aiid  for  a  mobnent  contemplated  ;the  ^nchpntrnpi 
lov^inea&of  h^>  face  and  person,  liGentiaMB3e!0ii 
adding  a.  deeper  crimson  to  Ins  cheiekMkhaneiMi) 
tfaeiflush  ofWine.  He  crtooped  to  endl^m^e \liirt)' 
l^it  a  conrulaive  smile  at  tbat.insM:ant  overispitaji^ . 
ing  her  face,  displayed  the  .beauteouj»  dimplMiiife 
ber  ch^k,  whidb,  however  they  m^lgtiiAi^iify 
<iharai€d  any  other  beholder,  app€^ed:to^b^liiiuir^> 
differaott  effect  upon  Fitzmorris,  who  gai^^aiSMisi 
mientary  al;art ;  but  instantly  recovering  bimi^^ 
srnaiched  up  jier  hatid,  and  imprinted  J4;^w^<|»' 
ard^t  ki^s ;  but  as  suddenly  again  di^ppii^iifeiril 
heisto^d  trshsfixed  with  a$toinsbme9Lt»»7^i^¥<^KXn 
unove  thaQ  human  appf^ared  to  sound  in .  his  ie^yrnsmd 
aclammy.&weat  htmg  on  his  forebeadi"--: tbjBikiHr 
temperate  fever  of  passion  ga»ve  wajr.to  thi^if^otA^ 
ahivering  of  an  ague,  and  desire  was  lost  i»^aaia»ni 
ment  and  hotror!  . .  c<  v't>i4 

-   '       .     1    •     .      .         ..  .       .       .-;i 

CHAP.  XLVH- 

f  Infernal  remembrancer,  what  dost  thoi|  hfp^^  t^, 
at  length  exclaimed  Fitzmorri§>     *  Not   aU  t^. 
malice  of  Hell  could  have  coDa^^^^d  pp  smk  a*: ' 
other  petrifying^  though  silejit  monitor.     IsJtnpfe 
sufficieiat  that  my  whole  life  has  been  embittered 
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bfmfyrenk  contrition,  but  that!  must  also  be 
iboved  thus  by  the  sight  of  a  paltry  ring?  May 
wt  t^o  be  alike  ?  Doubtless  they  may ;  and 
tibdttgh^  aloDe,  I  am  ^ishamed  to  give  way  to  so 
"BNimamsh  a  folly/  :        .         * 

With  these  words  he  again^  yet  with  the  nt- 
nbst  agitatioBy  raised  her  hand,  and  drew  off  the 
ittg*  that  caused  bis  alarm,  Anna  at  the  same 
iKonieiit  uttering  a^  deep  and  piereing  groan, 
which  added  fresh  terror  to  his  guilt-struck  heart ; 
bitt  soon  recovering,  he  hastily  approached  the 
candle  to  examine  the  trinket  more  minutely; 
but,  fer  from  deriving  the  satisfaction  he  expected, 
founds  to  his  yet  greisiter  dismay,  it  was  the  very 
identical  one  he  dreaded,  and  particularly  iden- 
tified by  tiie  initials  on  the  reversef.  His  first 
stt^rise  had  in  a  great  measure  overpowered  the 
fiitee^  of;wine,  and  contributed  xioi  a  little  to 
recdisome  painful  and  long  banished  rem€m- 
bruiCes.  Seating  himself  by  the  table,  lost  in 
thou^t,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  Anna  with  a  curio- 
sky  that  totally  overcame  every  other  sensation : 
thiS)  however,  sodn  gave  place  to  alarm ;  for  he 
now  perceived  her  so  violently  disordered  bythe 
potion  she  had  swallowed,  that  her  whole  frame 
appeared  univ^^ally  co£»^ulsed« 

Fear  was  now  his  predominant  passion;  for 
ithould  she  di^  thus  suddenly^  it  might  have  se- 
rious consequences.  Mrs.  Palmer  would  be  im- 
m^iately  apprised,  and  might  cau^  her  to  b^ 
opened;  in  which  case,  perhaps,  the  whole  vit 
laay  would  bediscov<ered.  'In  short,  his  sensa- 
tions were  of  that  kind,  that  ^ch  men  alone 
could  only  deserve,  or  ever  expmenee. 

17  3e 
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He  now  hung  over  her,  not  with  passion— -(|a^ 
was  vanished, — but  with  the  most  acute  angmsiu 
dreading,  as  the  convulsions  increased,  that  ne 
should  see  her  expire,     At  length,  though  ^tul 
senseless^  she  It^egan  to  scream,  and  that  so  loud, 
that  he  was  convinced  it  must  echo  throu^houj; 
the  house,  and  perhaps  waken  Editha  or  Julia,  (for 
he  did  not  much  fear  the  housekeeper)  whom  he 
had  no  doubt  would  immediately  hasten  to  tbe 
spot.    This  supposition  made  him  at  first  d<^ter- 
mine  to  leave  the  room ;  but.  Anna  beoynu^ 
suddenly  more  quiet,  though  evidently  strugglms; 
for  life,  he  listened,  and  the  house  appearing  |>erj- 
fectly  still,  ventured  to  remain  and  sprinkle  hW 
face  with  water ;  at  the  same  time  vowing,  .ttal; 
if  she  escaped  with  life  he  would  never  ,pipre 
have  recourse  to  such  desperate  means ;  even;^ 
horror   and  amazement  occasioned  by  the  hm 
vanishing  on  the  contemplation  of  her  agonies^ . 

While  thus  employed  he  was  suddenly  ala^nied 
by  the  hasty  opening  of  the  door ;  and  tuniiQjg 
round,  to  his  still  further  dismay  and  vexation, 
perceived  Julia  at  his  elbow,  who,  awaken^  oy 
the  screams,  had  only  stayed  to  put  on  a  pet^- 
coat  before  she  ran  to  the  spot  from  when^ce,  she 
conjectured  they  proceeded.  '/ 

Though  Julia  started  at  the  sight  of  Fitzmon^ 
thus  employed,  and  at  such  an  hour,  yet  his  coti- 
fusion  more  than  doubled  hers ;  but  passiok  a^ 
sisted  by  his  natural  arrogance,  after  a  momeat 
overcame  every  other  feeling,  and.  he  bade  W 
begone,  demanding  what  business  she  h^d  i$ere. 

'Business!'  repeated  Julia,  ^businessT*--^ma^ 
proper  me  ask  yjrbat  business  you  here?---Np^yoit 
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slave  now,  massa.  Me  dream  horrid  dream- 
Hear  poor  Missey  cry  out — so  run  to  see  what 
inatter/ 

J '  **  And  so  did  I  also,'  replied  Fitzmorris,  recover- 
ing his  usual  cunning,  and  smoothing  his  ruffled 
Drow.  *  1  heard  Miss  Palmer  scream ;  arid  not 
being  gone  to  bed,  hastened  hither,  and  found  hei* 
as  you  see,  I  fear  in  the  agonies  of  death!  You 
observed,  Julia,  that  I  was  sprinkling  her  face 
with  Water  when  you  entered.' 
"^'^H'Oli,  yes !  me  see  dat  sure  enough ;  but,  massa, 
%hy  you  no  call  ?  Poor  soul,'  continued  she, 
najigjng  piteously  over  Anna,  *  she  die.  Oh,  she 
never  wake  more !  den  her  moder  die  too.  Oh ! 
wishnever  come  here.' 

^^Wish  you  had  never  come  here!'  answered 
l^itzmorris,  in  a  rage,  which  he  could  not  imme- 
aiately  repress :  *  What  do  you  mean  by  that,  you 
black  devil  ?  ,  Do  you  think  any  body  has  killed 
Wf  But  instantly  recollecting  the  folly  of  ex- 
l(sperating  her,  added,  *  I  am  much  grieved  for 
ner ;  can  you  judge  what  ails  her  V 
.'  /  No,  bless  heart!'  answered  Julia,  gazingonher. 
/  jV^er  see  nobody  so  but  once — she  die !  Poor 
inulatto  I  you  remember  pretty  Jenny,  massa  ?' 

D n   you!'    exclaimed   Fitzmorris^    rage 

agaiii  ovei^powering  cunning.  *  Name  her  agaip, 
and  you  shall  have  cause  to  repent  it.' 

'^Repent,  massa  ?  for  what — for  speak  truth? 
Bat  no  harm  sure  in  free  country?  No  slave 
ter^— ^no  whipping  post.' 

*  tint  there  are  pistols,  infernal  torment !'  replied 
flifzmorris,  *  and  if  you  do  not  hold  your  tongue^ 
those,  or  something  worse,  shall  be  your  portion? 


.ti 
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.  .Anne  at:itUat  moinent  began  to  strag^iafreifi^ 
a|i4  to  acresain:  moi!e  violently  thant  befeve-;  thfe 
dispute  was  therefore  fbrgotten  in  her  denga^ 
FitzmtorriB  a<id .Julia  both  assisting  her  toi&k 
Vtmostofithdir!  power.  .  ' 

.  In  this-  manner  passed  the  whole  night;  Ht^ 
morri^r  ^ith.  seeming  concern  towards  WM&fid^ 
calJix^  tha /housekeeper  and  Editha,  inforyif 
thiemlliathe  had  been  first  alarmed  byUeltuilf 
Anna's  screams ;  and  fearing  some  ill  hittd^b^ld^ 
^n  her,  had  repaired  to  her  apartment,  and'i^tld 
haras*  they  now  b^eld  her.  ):r;^!>^>d 

Editha,  .half  distracted  at  the  situation  bf^heir 
friend,  .was  the  first  that  mentionied  medical  as^irti' 
ance ;  nor  had  the  frowns  of  her  father^  whAA 
used 'to  silence  her  in  a  moment,  the  least  efiyot: 
'  Alas  !'  cried  she,  *  what  was  night  or  thriidi^ 
tance  from  Hounslow  ?  I  would  myself  Jb*e 
almost  flown  in  such  a  case  for  any  humatn  ^t^^ 
ture,  and  much  more  for  my  beloved  Antiai'  T» '^ 

Fitzmoriis,  thus  pressed,  ordered  his  old  hoMii^ 
keeper  to  go  to  the  town  and  procure  hdip^,' ab^lie 
well  knew  she  would  be  absent  tiie  longe«sl  tfine; 
judging  that,  if  Anna  survived,  the  effects  oi^A<i 
potion  must,  by  .her  Ktum,  be  exhansted,  ^^ 
beyond  the.  power  of  being  da^orveJred  by^llte 
person  she  brought  wil^  her.  ^  t^  i  iHt 

Fitzmorris  jiidged  rightly,  the  strength  of  Ife 
infernal  dose  failing  efvapotated,  but  not' ^' 4ft 
effects.  .Anna soon-after;  with  heavy  and  tepettt)- 
ed  groans,  opaied  her  eyes,  and  casting  'the«^ 
mournfully  arouaid  they  rested  on  Ediths  Mpho, 
^^iraptured  to  see  her  a  moment  free  from  the 
dreadful  convulsions  in  which  she  had  so  long 
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ilfeuggled;  threw  herself  by  he^  side,  dud  watered 
bbr  face- with  her.  Ieai».  <  Anna' in  a  few  minnteti 
htgan  to:  afipe^  sansible  of  her  attentions ;  and 
^o^iog  her  arms  orotund  her  nciek,  ^exelaimed, 
thb  ugh  faintly,  *  Oh !  the  wine !  tbe  wiile  !*  , . 
\  Had  the  sentence  of  death  that  moment  been 
pronoHiiced. against  fitzmoms,  it  could  not  have 
prmluoed  a  more  strikmg  effeet:  he  trembled 
^«»'^hefid  to  ^fopt ;  hi»  face  tamed  to  a  ghastly 
^dl^i  MMiihl$i teeth  chattared  as  if  in  the  paroxy&m 
D£piii  a^e,  ^JSibeT— she-^4s  delirions!'  at  lengtih 
hesitated  he :  ^  she  drank  no  wine  bnt  a  glass  with 
fOMi5'.;£^itba;  thAt,  yon  know,  could  not  hurt 
h^t^l  i  Her  head  is  alSeeted ; .  and  she  merely  imys 
irki^t  first i  8tlikes  her  imagination !' 
<  iE?it9nfKi>rns's  agitation  was  not  lost  on  either 
£4itha  or  Julian  bat  caused  different  surmises  in 
^mh  iNo^som  ;  the  former  simply  vrondeved  at  his 
oanfuMim*  while  the  latter  found  iher  8i»spicioiis 
corroborated  by  his  behaviour,,  and  surmised  the 
tinijth  ;  JjS^  she  knew  her  former  tyrant  capable  of 
fjloiiiariyills^y.    :  . 

,  ^^yP^  length  the  old  housekeeper  returned,  accom^ 
pflii^  by  a  sui^geon,'  who,  examining  the  state  of 
h6^f^%  declared  her  in  a  high  fever.  Fitzmorris 
llfu[nediately  caught  at  this  report,  and  affirmed 
that  she  was  delirious^  as  a  fresh  proof  to  stmngth* 
€gi  the;^«c»sicrn.  Rejoidng  to  fiud  himsetf  so  ap* 
p$ir69tly  safe  from  detiection,  be  sow  collected 
j^^^cattered  spirits,  and  ibecame  as.  boldly  calm 
iil^guilt  as  others^are  in  .conscious  innocence;.  > 
^  v^  JKitzYnorri^s, assi^tion  that  Anna  was  delirious 
was  upt,  howeveiv  entirely  wittout;  IbuiKfaition ; 
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for  though  she  had  intervals  of  recoIlecti6\i;  Vet 
her  bead  wis  greatly  deranged.  ^^^** 

'  At  length  i^he  began  to  appear  mw6  lioih- 
posed,  and  Fitzmorris  left  the  apartment,  ordfe^- 
ing  the  reldct^ant  Editha  to  attend  hhn,  sind  ttake 
breakfast:  -^  .:ii^« 

The  discourse  turned  entirely  on  Antik  t  (de- 
cerning whom  Mtzmorris,  more  particuliu:!^  tHifi 
before,  questioned  his  daughter ;  who,  HtEwcrW^ 
without  falsehood,  gave  simply  such  anisirers  as 
she  conceived  would  raise  her  in  his  estiifillt^c^^ 
being  well  aware  of  the  difference  he  paitt "ti^ 
fortune,  showing  him  also  the  pearl  Krkcfefeis. 
which  she  had  the  evening  before  presented 'hfefj 
and  asking  timidly,  in  her  tuni,  '  if  he  did  hoi 
think  it  necessary  Mrs.  Palmer  should  be  iqime^ 
diately  acquainted  with  her  illness.^ 

*By  no  riieans,'  replied  he,  peremptoril;^ ;  '^'d 
few  days  will,  I  hope,  render  it  needless ;  itwiltila 
therefore  be  only  alarming  her  to  no  purpo'sSe!'  "^^ 
*  Fitzmoms  would  lain  have  introduced  M 
subject  of  the  ring,  but  guilt  made  him  cai!iti^ii&^' 
he  dreaded  lest  Anna  might  hereafter  recofiect 
she  went  to  bed  with  it  on ;  and  also  had  iii 
expectation  that  his  daughter  knew  any  thin^  re- 
spectingit.  >       .  ^ 

*  D6  you  not  think  it  v^ry  extraordinary,  S|ir,' 
said  Editha,  'that  Anna's  mind  should  dwett'dii 
ibe  wine  she  Arank  last  night  at  supper  ?  t'tecoy^ 
feet  too,  that  even  before  she  went  lo  bed, '  sfte 
said  the  wine  had  disordered  her,  aM  that  it  i^a^ 
very  disagreeable  when  die  drank  it.  Had 'Apt 
that  circumstance  better  be  mentioned  to  tW 
doctor  when  he  cotnes  again  ?* 
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^^.FitRmoccfe  muttered  ain  oath  betwgew  his  tecith 
unnoticed  by  his  daughter,  to  whom  he  repliejdf;^ 
*  j^o,  fool,  if  the  wine  had  been  injurious,  would 
i^  not  also  have  affected  you2' 
^  J*  I  should  suppose  so.  Sir/  answered  £dithai 
mildly ;  '  yet  she,  it  is  plain,  attributes  her  illnj^$i$ 
tp^  that  cause :  and  I  have  heard  my-^unt^say  t^iat 
mv^^  i^  jfrequeutly  adulterated  witii  unwholesome 
q|^s.tQi^^i)^der  it  intoxicating.', 
.^^  *P(^t  I  idiot  r.  exclaimed  Fitztnorris,  stamping 
0^ the,, ground  with  rage,  ^begone!  leave  l;be 
fj(fopi.— No,  now  I  reflect,'  coiitinued  he,.caUing 
i^r  hack,  *  the  fever  may  be  communicative ;  dp 
Rtpjt  therefore  go  into  Miss  Palmer's  apartment; 
J^^  ^ill  only  humour  her  whimsiea;  and^  with- 
ojai  being  of  service,  catch  the  malady/  ■'    > 

*  Not  go  into  Miss  Palmer's  chamber,  Sir  J'  said 
E^itha^  bursting  into  tears.  '  Oh !  donot  Jkeep  me 
^l^ni  Anna!  she  loves  me,  as  I  do  h^r  dearly V and 
no  one's  attentions  will  be  so  well  received  as 
i|)j^ie,.  Indeed,  I  mean  -no  offence ;t^L  simply 
tO;^ij^ght,  the.  wine ' 

..,'XJursp  th^  wine!— again  am  I  to  be  tormented 
mtl|,th«e  subject !  JFool,  would  you  infer  that,  as 
j()^e?:y€l4,  W  with  it,  she  was  ppisoned?' 

*  Poisoned,  Sir !'  repeated  Editha.  shuddering : 
f  PJ^,  i|iy  ffirfher  I,  h^vv  can  ypu  thus  cruelly  treat 
vj^u^  poor  child  ?' ,  /  ;  ' 

J  /jBe^n^  then  to  ypur.own  apartou^nt^'  said  he; 
]1^  will  think,— consider,— and  l^t^  you  Jcnpw  my 
^^S^li^tioijinhalf  aiihour..'  I  .,  :  , 
^^^^itha immediately  obeyed,and;retired,  shocJk- 
^. at, the  b^ayiour  of  her ♦  father,  an^  dp^y 
impressed  with  sorrp^  at  the  |iiitua]ti|op.  ^f  Jiuna.  - 
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-FitfeUenisv  ^n  bfeio^  left  alolie  for'ftcteMt&he, 
lirelk^  Uf>  ^tJMA  down  the  apartBd^nt  in  ^i^  illP 
otder I  hesair "vrittihorroi* that tb^  aUiMoA l^fiiS^ 
mia.de  to  thewhiehsld'imi^eased  itself  oitlheidiiMf 
of^iftdau^ten  andtti^mbledforthecbmequds^ 
At  length  he^hdwerer/rteolved  to  retnoi^rBtofiflQ 
under  pretenbeF  tUnt  thfe  fever  i^as^co«iiMi]iilgalk69 
Uf  call  in  mdre  assikonee,  if  necessary,  "ft^ .^fiMiil^ 
and  at  all  evei!kts/if'there^vraB  no  dian^ -ftf^M 
betfen  in4^b  days,  to^  send  oS  znexpip^  W  Bai^ 
for  Mrs.  Pdlmer.      *  /-    ^  uoi  jwil 

Bditfaa,  on  leaving  h^r  fiitiier,  had  M^^tli^'er 
o^irn  Tocfm,  and  sat  iirebping  alonb  ^vi^ien  Jtdia^^ 
ti^redv^he  having  left  'Anna  tor  st^e'W  "tt^iSUit 
under  the  care  of  the  housekeeper.  ^  Ah,'^nMI^ 
said  £df(lia,  '  ifhat  shaU  I  do  ?  my  father  6d§<^r- 
bAld^  'me'  to  come  into  Anna's  chflimbeifl  ibsci- 
should  catch  the  fever!'  '  3  iom  ^iao 

^^^oarMiCRtok  the  fever,  Missey,'  t^H6^#6M3t; 
*Hi$Ue^ayK>iily  wine  make  siek.    Ak'l  M^^f,iis» 
sSe"  all  n^t  long,  wh^n  massa  no  let^y^'lb^'^ii^ 
— ^so  fast  deep, — eyes  open,-^^e«k  'j^^o^  fft^tS^^ 
--'4attgh,-*-scream,---icry-»--nev»'wftk6^ftite8»']f^.fc^^ 

*It  is-very  odd;  Julia,''  saidEditfiaf^I'>iieW(* 
heard  of  any  one  before  bdttg  iittfcttkekP^lh^* 
feti^ttge  a  manner'.'  -^  '■'-*''    :.  )i  .w  a  ^^ifuo^ 

*  *  Nor  toe,  only  ^cB^  before.  ^Pdbi*?  mkm^ 
Jenny,  she  more  worse  than  Miss^vui^t^^ 
gl^d  me '  bad^  dream  last '  m^g|it^-'make^tt)^>%eil^ 
pboi^'cMld^«e^/    '     ^^' '  ^^  •    *       ^Ai:l>T-;tllf^i^J 

*  And  -ddfefd  ycfu  col«6cJtiitt^,^  r^iie*»aM«WP/ 
^  virhat  had  disordered  the  mulatto  ?  I  remenlA^^ 
her^  well ;' she^'died^  3^o*at  k^^yeitr  ^befei-^'ity 

-1  ^1 
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Mi^Ahy.Misiejr!  meJuiow  veary  w«U — ^^yauFmoder 
v^  know  toa  what  kill  her.  :  Yoiui  fed^r:  t^^me^ 
t^HD^pooriiMilatlc^  because  she  pr^ty ;  bi^t  Jeany 
ItmeffOfOf  modern  have .  no.  ,ti]&g/ftQ  aay^^ith  your. 
Mw,i :  Oae night ydnrfader flijake sh^ drinkfglass 
p»&0k^d6n  poor  Jenny  sle^~-j5Jleep,r->*l^^P>-^ 
90  £rto^igtb,  iio  life^—^den  mass^ :  u^,  ilL  •.  Fmm 
^Vtmy  eiy  ea  sadly, ;  and  tell  me-rr-n^  tpU  you 
9i9d^^*-caQd«  tiy  comforfe  poor  iJ€qi^y->^Jenfay 
iMf^ioo  joo^ort^^poc^  Jenny  die^-rMisa^y  not 
livelong — so  grieve!'  :       ii^ 

u/G^at  God!'  exclainied  Editha»  her  face  and 
n^-^pop^er^  with  a  deep  crknson,  'you  nwst 
HRflEily.  inistake.  Did  you  see  Jenny  during  ^the 
^xmkke  slept?'  , 

.f  jSee  \  ^hf  see  sure  enough. — Jeimy  sleeps i^  d^ 
4^9(1%  jg^.make  know  she  alive^just  likeJVlils^^^ 
only  more  worse.'  /       .  r  . 

:  ^Itha'siliead  now  sunk  on  her  bosom  ;^  apd/she 
cnljr^yepjif^d,  bjy  entreating  Julia  on  no  pretenc^e 
yikfA^^T'  tOi  leAve  Anna  a  moment*  She  was  no 
^^W^  alone  thAn  she  gave  fir^e  vent  to.hejr  tears,, 
ud  fecqUected  with  horror  some  ck^umstances 
ttqit  .corroborated  Jinlaa's  stfury,  s^ch  as  the^lSfec* 
t|(^aiidpity<h»  mother  always  expriassed  for  the 
young  mulatto,  and  the  dislike  her.  father  had  to  . 
i|^ ii^r  tts^ned.  She  alsq  rem^mberedr  that,  on 
%«ev€aung  before,  h^hadfet/c4&ed  iJ^eir  wine  from 
%, sideboard,,  th(»2gh  thei:^  mm  a  bqttle^  on  the 
table  :^^a  trifle  which  she  at  that  time  tibdought 
ii^WlflleKial^  but  noipr  aemisted  to  sttr^ngthen  her 

%»•  '.     • 

y;£ditba  kneiPir  not  v^hat  measures  to  pursue;, 
•he  wished  to  save  her  father's  honour ;  but  de- . 
17  3d 
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tetanned  ^Iso,  thpogh  ^tie  ^should  never  $jee 
Anna  more^  to  rescue  her  from  the  danger  Jvdi^ 
had  imprinted  on  her  mind ;  she  therefore  re- 
solved, should  hec  father  insist  on  eeparating 
her  from  Anna,  to  write  to  Mrs.  Palmer',  though 
Without  a  signature,  and  inform  her  that  Annans 
health  was  in  a  very  precaiious  state. 

Fitzmorris  at  that  moment  sent  for  her  down 
stairs ;  and  on  her  entrance  informed  her^  ifith 
more  than  usual  kindness,  that  the  surgeon^ 
again  seen  Anna,  and  declared  the  fev^vji/^ 
higher  than  in  the  morning,  therefore  he  coq)|d 
not  risk  her  life  by  continuing  her  in  such-.^ 
fiitiiaitiou,  but. would  forthwith  take  her  to^.a 
school  in  Hounslow  until  the  danger  was  over« 
He  also  told  her  his  valet  was  anived,  and  ^x^ 
J^itzmorris  was  much  the  same  as  the  day  befpjre; 
Editha  courtesied  acquiescence^thoi:^h  never  fiad 
her  heart  felt  so  cold  to.  the  commands  ofidier 
£9itiier;v  never  before  had  she  contemplatjed  It^ 
with  so  little  reverence ;  but  the  .sorrows  of  her 
mother,  the  death  of  the  mulatto,  and  tbe^sitp,^ 
tion  of  Anna  at.  that  moment,  obliterated  .€^e^ 
other  idea...  ,r;  .,  ^, 

^  It  may  easily  be  surmised  it  was  not  die^^fje^^ 
Fitzmorris  wa&  fearlful  of;  he  dreaded  ev^n  ^ 
eye  of  his  own  child,  and  shuddered  lest  ^ 
belief  should  strcoigthen  the  assertion  of  i\^ 
^respecting  the  wine.- 

Editha  iiad  no  sooner  returned  to  her  ap^* 
ment,  (for  the  old  housekei^r  lein^ining  with 
Anna,  she  did  not  dare  to  enter  that,  le^t  hf 
father  should  hear  of  it,)  than  she  sat  down>and 
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"iripote  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Palmer,  bwt  withaiit'  sig^ 
Mture,  and  simply  eontaining  these  lines  :-^ 

*  Madam,  .  .       ,. 

.  ^  'Your  dear  daughter  has  been  taken  suddenly  ill ;  I  wish 
you  could  come  to  her.  I  hope,  hovr^ver,  she  is  in  no  im- 
mediate danger.     Show  this  to  no  one. 

*  From  your  friend.* 

When  Editha  had  concluded  and  folded  her 
fetter,  it  first  struck  her  that  she  did  not  know 
Mrs.  Palmer's  address  at  Bath,  not  being  aware 
thitt  the  residence  of  all  new-comere  in  that  city 
are  easily  discovered.  For  some  time  she  was 
pumled  how  to  act,  but  at  length  determined  to 
«Biid  it  at  all  events,  abd  also  tO;  writej  in  casfe 
flrnt  ishbuld,  miscarry^  one  to  Godwin,  wbtfse  aA-. 
^ess.  she  well  knew,  having  often  sfeepr  Anna 
direct  letters  to  her  mother  and  the  family.: 
'-Her  letter  to  G6dwin  contained  Mtiearljr  the 
'iwrme  words,  with  the  addition  of  »  pft^ts^ript, 
^i^fying  where  AnAa  then  was--  Editha  g^  in- 
Viiiliori  was  not  put  to  the  rack,  to  devijse^  mfeanfe 
tidVtoseiid  her  well- meant  epistlesi  Atlajstsbe 
recollected,  that  as  the  post-man  evefy  evening 
NKifen  We  passed  the  house  blew  hife  horii,  they 
tfdght  easily  be  convey^ed  to  4iiin  by  Julia,  whorft 
Sie  well  knew  w^uld  readily  obey  her. '  JuJia. 
^isbme  time  afker  calling  in  toiirform  her' that  An^^^ 
Was  more  c<Mnposed,  she  told  ber  of  the  step  »fe 
hiA  taken,  and  eirtreated  that  no  perseciitiSon  nor 
tti^naces  might  fwce  her,  who  was  now  Mrs. 
JRalmer's  servant,  from  her  young  mistress.     - 

•Julia  'feithftdly  promised  to  watch  over-  Anna 
with  the  utmost  care^  as  also  to  give  the  letters 
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the  foUowiitg  eveni]^  to  the  post-mste  ;  attddBKfc- 
morris  sending  soon  afteir  to  inform  his  danghtk 
that  his  chaise  was  at  the  door,  £ditftia.  again 
warmly  recommended  Anna  to  the  care  of  ^Jufe; 
and,  with  a  heavy  heart  and  overflowing  ayw, 
attended  him  to  the  school  where  he  {itopoMfl 
to  place  her.  'oj 

,  '.1    ',i  }'  loi 
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FiTZMORRis,  though  he  had  designed  to  ha'^e'liO 
confidant  nor  accomplice  in  his  plot  against  Anii^ 
yet  foimd  himself  so  tortured  with  the'  paii^^*f 
conscience^  or  something  like  remorse?,  ^lirt  4*, 
on  ttie  following  evening,  deteitnined  to  t&4%il 
the  whole  of  what  had  passed  to  his  bld'lfriiyd 
and  comisellor,  the  valet  before  mentioned^  who 
%ad  grown  grey-haired  in  the  service  <rf  ini^tdfyj 
and  well"  knew  every  occurrience  of  his  ^dt'^Hfb. 

Anna  being  in  some  measure  more  c<im^i6^, 

his  anxiety  became  considerably  rdfievedtcm^^t 

'head ;  but  curiosity*  and  mingled  angfti^b,  ^oebi- 

^ioned  by  the  ring,  agam  disturbed  bis^  inifi(g4a&- 

tion ;   and  while  lie  vras  undressing,  prott^tdd 

him  to  cdlsult  his  statmcfa  emissary.    l%e^fd- 

'ioW)  however,  presumed  to  censure  Ms^-fiMiOff 

jm  tte  object  of  the  dose  that  had  befen' di* 

mimstered  to  her.  ^   -.  •?  i*..;/'' 

*  I  wonder,  Sir/  said  he^  *  ybu  wl§Uld  valttite 
>it,  >wlien  yoti^  huA  already^  %itliefi»ed^itB^  4^flfeete. 
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f3kf%Jbsare ik  was  only  a  mulatto ^wexieh^dsidii^ 
idu^  of  little  eoAsequence  $  hut  m '  tite,  present 
Yiiase  it  might  cause  iiiquiraes  4;faat  WiCMlld  jptoiMHe 
^serious  consequences.  As .  tfot  the,  wg, ;  Isiam 
.  mnazed.that  it  can  give  you  tfaefledtsfe  uAeaainti^s ; 
Hhrt  ¥rhat,  except  money,  is  more  eomoiotilyitraais- 
ferred  than  rings?  It  may  have  apperfiBU^aH^^tQ^ 
dozen  owners  since  it  was  in  your  possession ; 
for  it  is  not  probable  that  it  should  have  been 

preserved  as  a  pledge  of * 

*  My  perdition!'  exclaimed  Fitzmorris:   *but 

to  appear  at  such  a  time  and  place  strikes  me 

with  horror  and  amazement,  and  might  almost 

surpass  belief,— to  rise,  as  it  were,  from  the  bow- 

-^Isi^f  the  earth,  where  Ithonght  it  deposited,*  to 

Siiatoh.  t)^  victim  who  was  incapableojf  r^si^t- 

)#fifie.  from  my  eager  embrace.     By  HqUj.  I ,  could 

f^ii^^st  think  the  interference  sapamatnrial  J  .  .^he 

{^^t  m  a  moment  petrified  me;  ev^  jH  my 

^ood  chills  at  the  recollection !'  ;  ,   ?/  v  - 

0,!  Mnch  more  passed  on  the  subject ;  but  before 

:  Jtlieconclusion  of  their  discourse,  the  valethad^in 

DQiu^  measure,  calmed  his  master's  emoti9U,,,laky 

^)Qfi«u^diag  him  that  chance  alone  had  mo^^pro- 

ti)ft)%' placed  it  in  the  (hands  of  its^pr^seqit  owner- 

.Ji$  also  persuaded  his  patron,  from  any  more  at- 

l^pts  on  the  innoqent  Anna*  as  her.  birth  ati4 

f^ils^fi  might  make  it  d«ng€srou«v  ;  - 

;  \B^morris  was  toonuch  sd^nuf^^by  ^w^hatrh^id 

ifiafis^d  iiot  to  resolve  to  take  .t^i^f#df ibo^  fu^  fitr 

IWifefegatded  the  i?MM»al.^ar|s/he^^^^^^ 

course  to, — yet  could  not  detf^riiiiQe  whoUy^lo 

5i«V#,h«.»pv.   *I,will,^fiwd!h^-^h(att,^l19^    *if 

by fid«>l»P«HW^^ tftj*»e  we 
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after  my  own  m^od,  and  fly  witb  her'td^lffil^ 
Continent,  if  Hiis  fafls;  *  I  witt  tioon^  nfad^ 
than  lose 'her;  Her  fortune  wffi;  no  dotibt;^%£ 
large;  and,  hatefbl  as  matrimony  is  to  md'i 
shall  $it  once  grdtify  my  love  and  int*restl*  '  *' ' 

Thus  resolved,  Fitzmorris  retired  more  ^iottk 
posed  in  his  mind,-<>-the  most  distant  idea  ofa 
refusal  never  obtruding' on  his  imaginations "   '"^^ 

On  the  foUovring  morning  Anna  y^^k  Udm^ 
what  better.  Her  fever  being  considerdbly  lo*^ 
er,  she  partieulai^y  inquired  for  Edithsi ;''- itiid 
being  informed  she  was  removed,  appeared  grelil^ 
ly  depressed^  '  Alas !'  said  she,  weepings  ^  how 
nnhappy  am  I!  Had  I  been  ill  at  home,  I 
dionld  at  least  have  had  the  i^tisfaction  of 
being  surrounded  by  my  friends;  now  I  ap- 
pear alone^  and  shall  die  without  being  blessed 
with  seeing  them.' 

*No,  no,  Missey,'  replied  Julia,  who  wsm 
alone  vnth  her,  >see  all  soon;  and  no  dieiw 
hope'.  Julia  nurse  day  and  night,  and  JkJake 
well,  to  show  good  moder  she  no  buy  Julia^fSf 
nothinigr 

Anna  felt  soothed  by  the  unafTectefd  kinifaif^ 
of  Jolia,  who  informed  her,  though 'Wid^nt  hint- 
ing her  {suspicions  of  Fitzmoriis,  that  Igdit^'li!^ 
written  privately  to  Mrs:  Palmer,  knfd  ai^b  tb 
her  father,  as  she  thought  the  presence  Vxfi'^'a* 
would' be  cohsolatory  in  hef  present  sitn^dti:  'j 

This  intelligence  was  a  powerful  restorative tb 
the  spirits  of  Anna,  who  flattered  herself,  tbit  in 
a  shcMTt  time  she  should  see  ^ome  of  her  M^i. 
She  then  inquired  after  Fitzmorris,  whom  Jt& 
told  her  was  yet  in  the  house;  to  whicb^'Atttai 
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^ii^dkd,'  ^  I  ain  giieved  to  giveihim  such  trouble ; 
His  .very  kind  to  me;  uad  I  know  not  wh^t 
mtkos.  me  so  ungrateful;  but  I  hope  he  will  nojt 
come  to.  3ee^  me.',         ..  .       . 

In  two  days  the  youth  and  uatural  good  oon- 
$fifution  of  Anna,  assisted  by  the  indefatigable 
9ares  .of  Julia>  began  to  overcome  the  shock  it 
l^d  sustained;  but  she  was  even  yet  incapable 
oCrfjl^vjijg  her  bed.  Fitzmorris  had  not  pre- 
$W9pd;to  visit  her ;  but  contented  himself  with 
fading  into  her  apartment  frequently,  to  inquire 
after  her  health. 


CHAP.  XLIX. 

yjlnxhB  the  innocent  Anna  was  thus,  in  the 
power  of  a  wretch  whose  passions  knew  no  coa- 
frolj.  the  family  at  Inglewood  were  performmg 
tiie  last  duties  to  Emma;  whose  request  respect- 
^.the  manuscript  had  been  strictly  obeyed.^ 
;  William  and  Fanuy,  truly  judging  it  could 
<jQBtain  nothing  but  what  would. tend  towards 
^ving^  additional  pain  to  their  aged  parent, 
determined  to  have  no  auditors  whatever  to  the 
perii^^,  willing  to,  draw  a  veU  over  the  errors  of 
]^ma^,  even  to  their  own  children. 

Accordingly  one  night,  when  the  whole  family 
^ere  retired  to  rest,  they,  in  their  own  chamber, 
Pfrepared  to  begin  the  narrative,— William  takings 
j?P^^he,.manuspript/ which  ip,  ma»ny  places  was 
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ficaraely  l^ble  from  tears, -^Faany)  her.  :lmk 
reclined  on  her  hand,  lustemng  vith  attentifil, 
sorrow,  and  mingled  dread,  to  the  rectCal'ttf 
Tices  that  filled  her  with  horror,  while  Williia^ 
began  as  foUowB : — 

'  Confess  jour  sins  to  God,  and  recapitulate  them  to  your 
own  heart,  were  the  words  of  the  venerable  man  to  whom  I 
owe  my  being;  and  who  yet,  in  spite  of  my  manifold  jtraiit^ 
gressions,  has  pouved  balm  into  my  .soul,  by  not  spaniiiu[ 
my  unfeigned,  though  late,  contrition.  I  dare  not,  liow^ 
ever,  prefix  his  honoured  name  to  this  black  recital,  .ifor 
prostitute  has  no  claim  to  that  of  a  worthy  family ;— to  suc^ 
she  is  civilly  dead,  and  like  a  rotten  branch  cut  otf  from  the 
parent  stock.  Emma  alone  will  I  then  call  myself; .  snd 
may  the  name  be  forgotten  and  obliterated  with  me !  for ) 
li^ave  overwhelmed  a  father  with  sorrow,  and  raised  dif 
bummg  blush  of  shame  on  the  cheeks  of  a  mother! 

*  With  a  bleeding  heart  I  will  truly  retrace'  my  criipes. 
Ah !  would  to  Heaven  that  either  tears  or  prayers  cpuTd 
obliterate  them  !^ — but  they  are  too  heinous,  and  thqiuro 
they  have  rendered  life  hateful,  yet  my  guilty  soul  s^iks  at 
the  thoughts  olT  death ;  for  the  fascinating  tenets  that  iv^ 
beguiled  me  are  vanished.  Horror  alone  now  strikes  l^V 
l^uilty  mind,  and  loudly  procljaims,  that  even  the  grave  aj^n^ 
no  peace  for  such  as  have  wilfully  incurred  such  a  weiirht  olT 
sm  and  shame.  , . 

*  Oh,  painful  remembrance  of  forfeited  happiness,  and  the 
pleasurable  days  of  innocence !— 'would  I  could  recall  ye  ?— 
Qut  ye  are  fled  for  ever;  and  nothing  is  now  left  of  the  pnoe 
gay  and  happy  Emma  but  an  emaciated,  polluted  shadow  !-^ 
sad  monument  of  the  effects  of  vice  !  Ah !  would  to  He^Veo 
I  could  persuade  one  misguided  daughter  of  folly  to  da^^ 
from  her  lips  the  gilded  cup  which  holds  the  empoisood 
draught  of  flattery,  or  snatch  back  one  victim  from  the  pat^ 
of  destruction !   But  as  I  have  lived,  so  shall  I  die  in  vain !  '^ 

*  When  you  read  this,  my  beloved  friends,  I  trust  I  sbaD 
be  consigned  to  the  silent  grave,  insensible  of  the  shame 
that  must  otherwise  overwhelm  me  on  havii^  my  cranes 
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itM^laif  ^i^peik.  Qtr  WU^ian,  on  70U,  at  tUia  tmM  nHlmeiit, 
»fc'ymi»rfarly  call,  <  wbm  ay  guik^  soiiLis  shudderiDg  be- 
'^FQ^klSi  Creatorl  Hear  my  request, -r-hate  me  not,  my 
^tber/^Alas  !,  1  repent ;  and  my  sin  is  eVer  before  me ! 
fiemeinber  biir  days  of  happy  infancy,  when  hand  in  hand 
we  walked  togeUier.  At  a  more  advanced  ^  age  Vdu  saved 
my  Hfe  from  the  fury  of  en  enraged  bull.  Oh,  William, 
had  I  died  then,  how  happy!-— what  guilt  had  I  been 
^parea  !i— what  angufsh  woulitt  you  haVeesckp^d  !  Oh!  re- 
meiiiber  yoiir  joy  as  you  bore  me  home  unhurt  to  my  parents! 
JDow  foDcfly  yoii  kissed  my  cbeek  as  you  gave  me  to  my  mo- 
raers  at-m'st  Hemember  all  thte,  my  brother,  and  do  not 
curs^  my  memory. 


tic 


days 
ly  hand  wa;s  steady,  and  nriy  ey^s  sparkled  with  theintoxica- 
ipii'  ^f  vanity  !  You  know  all  previous  to  my  going  abroad'; 
I  will  Ihdrefore  speak  from  that  period.  Yet  no,  it  is  not  suf- 
£ejeat;  I  willprobe  my  guilty  heart  with  tKe  recapitulation 
Af'tte  ill  sensibility  I  showed  to  my  mother*s  grief  at  toy  de- 
partu^e^'and  the  little  respect  I  paid  to  my  Other's  admonf- 
ubnsV  i  tore  myself  from  their  encircling  arms ;  pleasure  ap- 
mared'jalmost  to  give  me  wings  to  reach  London.  You,  Wil- 
InSiii,  seemed  hurt  at  my  uofeelinff  conduct,  and  bade  me  fare- 
%elJLin  a  voice  less  tender  than  usual ;  but  I  was  deaf  to  all, 
jMid^  leaping  into  the  chaise,  soon  wipisd  off  the  tears  that  had 
ttvo^htarHy  escaped  me. 

'^dwin  was  uncommonly  thoughtful  during  the  whole  jour- 
ney,' and  I  recollect,  told  me  not  to  mention  to  Mrs.  Delmer, 
on  my  arrivaf,  how  much  he  was  attached  to  Agnes,  as,  be 
4^(|,  she  had  dissuaded  him  'from  the  match,  and  it  might, 
i9ciprQ|)ierly  divulged,  iiyure  his  future  prospects* 
-  ^pn  my  arrival  in  town  all  contributed  towards  my  undoing. 
JPress^^'pleaaure,  Battery,  at  once  assailed  iny  weak  mind. 
Whitmore  had' the  art  to  persuade  me  he  should  obtain  a 
diyofce  &,6m  his  wife,'  and  would  marry  me.  I  also,  by  de- 
(rc;es^unt>ihe4  his  tenets,  and  became  a  professed  free-thinker; 
forhe  used  jbo  engage  me  in  cdntrov^sies  that  T  was  not  able 

T}7.  :l ..,  '■  ^■;  ""■  3e'    ;  ■  ' ' 
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to  defend;  and  to  bear  down  my  reason  by  y»votlift{teiy:iMd^ 
erroneous  maxims,  dressed  in  flowery  language,  ufttilf'Wai' 
fofc<3d  to  yield  ilie  pointy  Ihongh  at  the  sane  %lnMf  in^  It^iirt 
bore  leMioK>fty  of  theur  faUacy.    The  discovery  of  ^S^wtn's^lteto^ 
riage  wa^  first  leveakd  to  me  by  Whilmore/who  had  heAfl^%- 
f«om  his  .wife's  gallant  i  and  wfano  doubtless  gained  the  inteifi^ 
g«ilcefrom  that  lady's  having  caused  Edwin  to  i>e  washed; ''^^'^ 
5  Alarmed  at  a  quarrel  he  had  in  conse^fueface  wHii  ^diik^^ 
vjUe»  in  an  evil  hour,  forsaken  of  God,  I  consented  to  a<^iMli^ 
pAny  him,  firmly  persuaded  that  in  a  short  time  i  shdiM  pi* 
hftswife* '  But  in  France,  fas<Hnated  by  pleasure  atid  ^itHkH^PV 
became  his  mistress ;  and  by  a  natural  d<«graMtioii  i/Ml^^i^iP 
perfectly  satisfied  with  my  situation,  having  sid&chiiM^  UfiAib^' 
hisidoan  to  pride  myself  in  iseeing how  muc^  he was'flbsvi^d 
tome,  uBCompelled  by  religion  or  law :  so  that,  when  lie  affi^^ 
wards,  ittfonaed  me  how  greatly  a  divorce  must  injure  hid'tfolf^^ 
tnne,  I  readily  gave  up  the  thought.    In  short,  my  on^'^iM^'^ 
bitioii  was  to  reign  in  his  heart ;  I  knew  no  happmess  lmS*lliM^ 
affeotion,  no  wish  beyond  giving  him  pleasure.    AS,  ^tiiNii^^ 
ever,  vras  not  calm  within ;  my  heart  frequently  reproadiisd  ItM;-^ 
and  I  stMed  reflection  as  much  as  possible.    I  sometil&t^'^l^t^ 
at  the  remembrance  of  my  friends,  whom  I  regarded  ai  j^lv^^ 
up  f(Nr  ever :  for.  I  could  not  bear  the  most  distant  ^id^k  4t  H^^ 
meeting  with  those,  whose  tenderness  I  had  sO  ungtadrfU^^ 
rejlaW.  *       '"'''^^ 

n '  We  stayed  some  short  time  at  Paris,  and  from  ^elice^\^^ 
led  to  Montpelier,  then  returned  ag^n  to  Parii^  litid''ftbB<^^ 
thence  to  Brusseb,  wbere  the  unhappy  Whttmor^  lost  US'M'^ 
in  the  prime  of  his  days,  and  in  the  height  of  bis  sldiL  ^  ti^J^ 
merciful  Father,  have  pity  on  bim  I  Nursed  in  the  i^d^  of 
vanity,  he  imbibed  vices  and  destructive  tenets  from  those  ^-^^ 
pcaperly  placed  around  hm ;  had  his  education  be^ '^fi^-^' 
ons,  he,  perhaps,  had  been  so  too.  How  mucli  grc^tteriU^^ 
crinel-^bom  ami  reared  with  beings  f^ltless  lis  H^v^ii'(iW^ 
created  man,  I  mi^d  into  guilt,  and  erred  ftgai^^t  ittfoiU 
heart!  .,n -...Isi^e- 

'  The  death  of  Whitmore  was  to  me  a  i^evere  bfeiv, 'thbii^^ 
it(did  not  awake  me  to  repentance,  my  whble  aiiiriio&^ty^i^Ung 
against  Edwin.    Hekvem,  iUl»  I  suffered  'him  to  be  4ieM^^agi' ' 
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^ii4^yrf4bmsMf  and.  Great  God!  to  be  Mo  the  tehninator 

ifiSerbaps^  at  the.  time  of  Whitmore »  deailh,  the  voice  of 
gefitleoe»a  migfat  have  recalled  me  tothe  paths  oif  reedtade  ; 
biit,£dwii|*«  was  harsh  aad  hateful  to  me;  for  how  could  a 
mfpyi^hphad  violated  the  most  sacred  duties,  vrho'  lived 
himself- ia  opee  adultery^  and  whom  I  eoasidered  ais  the 
mimhiier  of  Whitmore»  have  iafluenoe  to  persuade  me  to 
alyw^e  vioes  he  was  equally  g^ty  oft  To  return  home 
w^  |MMrror,-t-my  mother  dead»  aad  I  the  guilty  eause,  what 
ffcqition  could  I  hqpe?  Let  me  also  confess,  the  thoughts 
oftjgi^Wg^  up  the  grandeur  and  luxury  in  whieh  I  had  lately 
If^^Juid  it^  veif^t with  me: 

/'A'g^ntleman  of  the  name  of  Hartford,  who  attendeil- 
Wjiiloiore.  at  the  meeting  with  Edwin,  endeavoured  all  in 
lu8;f>ower  to  serve  me,  or  raUier.  to  gratify  himself,  by 
plung^g  me  yet  deeper  in  error;  he  had,  however,  art* 
eaoiif^  to  assume  merely  the  appearance  of  friendship' to 
bi|fliile  me  :--a  trap  that  my  youth  and  inexparie»ce  read% 
g9^  XPt^ ;  and  to  avoid  my  brother  Edwin,  I  readily  agreed 
t^.ai^oippaBy  him  to  Holland :  fromi  thence  I  was  to  embark 
for  England,  Naturally  volatile,  travelling  soon  overcame 
the  .hittemess  of  my  sorrow.  Hartford  was  profuse  in  bis 
atl«gtipn»  and  presents,  and  plainly  be^an  to  show  his 
views.  My  heart  was  cold  to  love,  but  not  to  pride.  I  deli-^ 
bet9^;  and  the.  consequence  was,  that,  oh  shame!  I 
%l>9fiht^  )iis  protection  preferabXe  to  humiliattng  myself  be- 
fn^fmy^  family*  In  short,  in  five  months  after  Whitmore*s 
deiith  I  became  his  mistress. 

)' All  .tlioughts  of  England,  were  now  given  up;  I  strove 
to.jbanisb  rejection  j^  and,  firm  to  the  doctrines  implanted  by 
"V^il^siorje,  regaided  the  life  '  I  led  as  nothing  more  than 
ai^g  according  to  reason  and  nature;  The  ttmper  of 
Hfurtford.was  not  dissimilar  to  that  of  Whitmore;  he  loved 
shpifr  and  .pleasure,  and  spared  no  expence  to  gratify  my 
taste  for  dress ;  but  he  played  deep  and  without  skill,  and. 
w|^  frequently^  duped.  < 

^^'Wh^en.I  had  been   with   him   9<»newhat   more  than  a. 
'tii^eji^emQa^,    we  agreed  to  pass  a  winter  at  Paws^aad' 
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ftoon  reached  that  city.  :l  was  no^  ^nite  imiTed-  t^'tQjr 
situation :— my  appearance  usually  procured  me  adiMrati^tt) 
and  I  sought  lio  farther.  Character  I  regarded  as««trrfle 
below  the  consideration  of  a  wbman  of  understeadtog  mk 
spirit.  I  must,  however^  tsonless  that  I  4tta4ed  to  be  «kMR^ 
as  fi  thousand  uhpieasant  ideas  Were  snre'to^  iatmdej  «adh 
even  in  dreams  respecting  faiy  fiuinly,.  have  L  frei|^eiid|^i 
awakened  myself  with  vblent  paroxysms  oftgifef^^ '  '*'i- 

*  One  evening  that  Hartford  had  beea  in  eompwvjf  wift 
some  £nglishraen,  where  the  play  was  more  tfaati  4oaittioiiy 
deep,  he  lest  considerably,— -dorabledand  Ir^bled^fai^  bdti^  W^ 
vras  still  ansuccessfnl ;  at  length,  in  a  fit  of  deapBiWtoa,  Itv 
made  a  final  throw  for  the  shattered  Iremaiiirs'  of  ilis  isktam) 
which  was  before  this  considerably  impaired,  fbe  east  #ift 
decisive,  and  Hartford  fonnd  himself  in  a  moraeat'  depfiM 
of  all;  his  opponents  receivmg  draaghts  aad- tfecianti^ M 
the  whole  he  possessed.  ••    i 

'  On  his  return  home  his  appearance  alarmed  -^vA  sbockei 
me.  He  threw  himself  on  a  chair,  uttering  an  imcomfbicUd 
String  of  curses;  and  I  believe^  had  not  my  scresaBs^ahinasd 
the  domestics,  he  would  have  terniinated  his  life  ^^^miiinaj 
presence !  When  he  was  rather  more  ealiti,  I  leaitied*  the 
extent  of  his  loss,  and  vras  not  a  little  grkved  to- find :3ii<ii 
heavy,  both  on  his  accotint  and  my  owa ;  .for,  tk^ugii  \ 
could  not  love  hhn,  his  kindness  aad  gettetosity  bari^atteohtd 
ine  to  him. 

*'  Emma,'*  said  he,  **  you  afe  tmivcrsotty  ad»ii>edi'iiif  f^nds, 
aiid  I  cannot  be  so  greatly  youir  enemy  as  to-  wisk*ys«4o 
suffer  for  my  misconduct;;  I  would  therefore 'a«hr«se,-^dtt 
indeed  wish  you,  to  accept  the  ph>tection  -of  smse  manlof 
fortune,  who  might  be  aUe  to  moire  than  repay  yo«  fsette 
loss  of  me;<— for  my  own  parti  hav^no' resource  bat  ffetum- 
ing  to  England,  where  I  believe  I  can  make  snfiicieot^  interest 
to  procure  a  commissibn :  but  was  I  even  to  obtain  >tirat, 
must  be  obliged  to  my  uncles  who*  has  ver)r  i%id  notiois: 
I  dare  not  take  a  female  compimion  with  me.  I  hMreabimt 
fifty  pounds  in  my  escrutoire,  which  ire  will  dinde^hslf 
that  shm  will  carry  me  thitheir;  and,  perhaps,  mtb  the 
remainder,  and  by  ike  sale  of  some  ef  year  wpcilbMiis 
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ajp^ndlttg^,  y4u  iiity  be  nble  to  nmkeybttTself  tolerably  easy 
iiMii  sttii«f  fbrtnnate  ciruumslan^e  occarsv" 

f  Froatitutien  was  iMt  y«t>  sn  hasbitual:  to  nie»  but  my  soul 
skak  fiiAikf9tm>K  iHt  Ihe  id^aof  anot^ier  dnvge ;  and  I  know 
not-  wbat  resolution  I  might  have  formed^  had  not  tcmpta- 
ikm^  wbich'  ijiy  aecur^d  vanity  covld  not  withstand,  p^gain 
firiteiiiiSA.  my  vi^y*  I  wisli^d  to  assist  Hartford,  for  I  could 
dot  be^r  the  id<^  tba^  he  ahoukl  ga»  to,  Eugtapd  so  slenderly 
p(iividf4£}.Iitberefore»  two  daysi  before  hia  mteuded  depar- 
t$6s^  wen^  io^.Uie.- hired  carriage*,  which  we  had  net  yet  dis- 
ckar^edyita^a  jciW<^er's>.  asd  informed  him,  that^  having  a 
inw.iKK9|iyifu»A.4ftd  ^^r-rings  setting,  I  wished  to  part  with 
th«SQ  I  showed,  hita.  While  we  were  bargaining:  a  carriage 
ii0|»p«di  ^Hvd  an  eUkrly  gentleman  stepped  out  to  give  some 
oidArs^^  .J9i^  yiQwed  me  attentively;  and  I  socm  recollected 
him  for  a  financier,  whom  I  had  frequently  seen  at  different, 
public  places,  and  whose  name  was  De  Forlaix.  As  I  did 
Mi  .eboose  to  contihue  n^y«basines«  before  a  third  person,  I 
kfil  the  jewels,  and  desired  the  man  to  let  me  hear  his  deter- 
mination on  the  day  following,  the  financier  very  politely 
ktdittg  me  to  my  carriage. 

i  *  Hart&rd's  tosa  was  so  considerable  thfit  it  had  been  muck 
talked  of,  and  in  consequence  reached  the  ears  of  De  For- 
lait«  wfeko,  0n  the  jeweller^s  informing  him  of  my  business^ 
Tfad%  snnmnfiA  the  truth,  and  took  his  measures  accordingly. 
'The  jeweller  called  on  me  in  the  evening,  and  having 
a^ed  for  the  jewels,  he. respectfully  took  his  leave,  hoping, 
8s  bo  e9K{>resa^d.  himself,  that  they  were  not  going  to  lose  the 

^fittest  wctoian  in  Paris.  Compliments,  however  gross,  were 
alnagie  -i^l^aifig  to  my  depraved  heart ;  I  therefore  complai- 
ft^Ktly  nqplicd,  th^t  I  should  at  least  remain  some  time  longer 
iBiitbat  aity«    Having  fwrced  Hartford  to  take  about  seventy 

•  powidsi,!  we  separated  with  concern  on  both-  sides,  but 
wWioiitifngiMsh ;  for»  as  I  had  never  loved  him,  my  greatest 
aAielioit  vm^  bnw  I  shwiU  afterwartls  dispose  of  myself.-* 

KSjotoetimes  .1  thought  of  parting  with  aU  my  superfluities,  of 

■.sciursiDgto  E»gkui4l,  and  learaii^  ^unne,  busHiess,  by  which 
I' aught  obtdain  a  UyeUbood;  but  I  had  been  too  long  aecns- 
tMttfidto  idleaefkS  imd.  di^isipatioii  to  form  a  determined. 
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resolutioa  on  the  subject,— though  I  must  d5^,ip»i«K  ft^ilte.. 
tice  to  say,  that  I  believe  I  should  have  a4opt^.jit>  .>l4if»*iir. 
as  I  before  said,  temptation  again  beguiled  me,  ^  I;^^[a|f^ 
sifch  a  step  as  a  kind  of  preliminary  to  a  recondliaftifAwiAku 
my  friends.  ^  •  •  ;•  ■  ••ot  ^'^^ 

'  On  tb^  morning  after  Hartford's  depairtore,  my  :Cfir!«Mlii^ 
informed  me  a  gentleman  requested  to  spjeaknith.iRi^fAlq^ 
business.  Having  admitted  bim,  I  was^not^a  litlie«liipnbfe(l 
to  find  it  De  Forlaix.  ''Madam,''  said  he^^'I  1^«^^  ^Wh 
myself  the  honour  of  waiting  on  you  >  with  <tke-.neir.^^ffil9tb 
that  you  expected  son^e  days  since;  I  hope tb4y ^ipiUnPieitai 
your  approbation;  if  not,  any  alteration  shall. b#  pMbHthttbli 
you  can  wish."  -     ^hijs'^eqBST 

"New jewels r  replied  I,  with  astonishment,  ^' X ei^^6filiidr/ 
none;  nor  can  I  judge  from  whence  such'  a  ntu^iib»i^rp^i 
ceeded."  .  »  ^Kl  -^o) 

''Pardon  me.  Madam,  it  is  no  mistake.     Did  yoiDtnoid) 
say  some  days  past  to  the  jeweller,  where  i  had  .the  IwfcaiiBl* 
of  seeing  you,  that  you  had  a  new  nedilaee  and  eaiwiiMiigs 
setting r  ,  ti\  .Ir-^ 

"It  is  true  I  said  so,"  answered  I,  somewhitt  eon^iiedrAitii 
my  duplicity  being  discovered;  "but  these  ace  ndt  .wkal[  l)!i 
expected,"  .      h  v  ^/ ^f-mi^n 

"Indeed  but  they  are,"  replied  he;  "for  Ifbajwextheo' 
jeweller*s  receipt  in  your  own  name  for  them,  alldiye1VffonW^ 
hardly  have  psud  four  hundred  louis  for  what  yeui^jfollnfl^y! 
approve."  <  ninb  vfrr 

'  He  then  placed  the  jewels  and  receipt^  which  wan.  tft'*dieBd 
name  of  Hartford,  before  me;  adding,  f^He  bas.d8O)fii0f{n 
missioned  me  tp  return  jour  jewels^:  as  they  do  Hot^uit.lmfgt^ 
and  there  is  likewise  an  acknowledgment  for  the«iwo  hnadiedifr 
which  he  advanced  for  them,  ^d  whieh^  you  .caniMit:.iditii^' 
to  have  repaid,  as  I  know  to  the  i^ontrary,  being  yoKff  agliit 
in  the  business.  I  have  only  to  ,addi,  that  if  y^u^itttretafffn' 
more  commMisioos  to  execute,  you  see  bf^fofeyoii'the  8iMf<'i 
attentive  of  your  servants."  ..»  nw-nr 

'  De  Forlaix's  intentions  were  too  nmnifost  ta  be  mstatol*!^ 
I,  however,  for  the  present  declined  atcepthtg  hi^  JcunAt 
but  ^e  was  too  profuse  and  assiduous  to  be  long  denied  by  a 
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woftftui  sd  fiatiifrSly  depraved.     In  fine,  a  short  moiith  beheld 
mc^TMisferrcId  to  a  third  keeper ! 

'"'Dfc'FdH^x'knew  no  bounds,  either  in  his  affection  or  g;ene- 
r(Kitt]f^M4iriMnk  me.^  He  had  a  wife  ;  but  that  circumstance  1 
was  too  vile  to  make  an  objection ;  and  at  I  had  an  ample 
aHmraiKeie,  and  ivas  inferior  to  no  keptwonian  In  Paris  for 
spitoKiour,  gave  myself  no  concern  on  any  other  subject. 

f^^hsA'Vfffed  ^  this  state  for  near  si&  years,  when  one  even- 
ing^tite  the  pbblic  walks,  I  contracted  an  acquaintance  with 
affSmglish  adveHtui^r  of  the  name  of  Davis.  He  was  about 
ii4o««rn?lige,/lillhdtSDme  and  accomplished ;  but  dissipated  and 
tUMilifhllfeiirj  li^vitig  hi  the  preceding;  seven  years  expended  a 
respectable  property.  For  this  man  I  conceived  a  most 
▼ibldatiftff^dtibn ;  attd,  regardless  of  the  kindness  of  De  For- 
hua^^<prt»jilililted  my  person  without  any  former  incentives, 
for  I  had  no  wish  for  grandeur  or  dress  unsatisfied :  it  was 
tlitaKf(»«<lepravity,  and  the  satisfaction  of  unbridled  passion 
tl»t^«liMie  led  me  to  this  fresh  vice. 

'^ISfiiie  shMt  time  previous  to  my  forming  an  acquaintance 
witM>avis  I  became  pregnai^t :  a  circumstance  that  gave  the 
iitai6^tpl^«sirre  to  De  Forlaix,  who  had  no  children;  but  was 
not  po^erftil  enough  to  restrain  me  from  forming  a  detested 
intimacy  with  a  stranger.  About  two  months  after  this  new 
coiiMU0ti  Madame  de  Forlaix  died  suddenly ;  and  some  time 
affagr^my-eituation  being  then  visible,  M.  de  FoHaix,  as  near- 
ly %b<  I 'OaiirecofiMit,  thus  addressed  me: — *' Your  conduct, 
my  dear  Emma,  during  an  intimacy  of  more  than  six  years, 
hasfbeen  i^  I  could  wiah,  and  your  present  situation  adds  to 
myatfectios ;  I  therefore  propose,  when  a  decent  time  has 
elapsed,  to-make  you  my  wife.  I  am  rich  enough  to  defy  cen- 
sula^'we  wiU  retire  to  one  of  my  country-seats,  where  I  trust 
you  will 'DNiiDe  me  a  happy  father."' 

i{&f»  jgHBittoAtj  of  this  ^er  overcame  me,  and  conscious 
uawHrthiiMss  nmd(»  me  unable  fov some  moments  to  reply; 
but^Be  ForlftiX'  resuming  the  c<)nversati6n,  said,  *'  You  do  not 
answer  me,  Enuna ;  you  change  colour :  surely  my  proposal 
doei  not  meet  your  displeasure  ?*^ 

'*iMi|riea0iirer'  cried  I/at  length.  *'atad!  how  is  that  pos- 
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sible?  But  you  do  not  coQifider  vfh^i  yon  n^y.  iHj^Vtikkr 
life,  before  I  became  acquainted  with  yo!U,  rtiaTe^opeiiWift- 
vcaled';  j^d  can  you  be  generous  eiDbugh  to'inidd^^BUtlh^a 
woBOBu  your  wife  f    .     *  »i..»^*^n| 

''  I  can,**  replied  he  r  ''  for  a  woman  Wtio  fiai^  VtXA^  \U 
yoit  have  ddne  for  six  years,  I  can  veatiir^  t6*  Mbf^ttmm 
life;  besides  our  inarriage  will  Iegitiniai:e  my  ebiltf,  wb^flH 
by  that  means  become  heir  to  my  fortune.  ^  You r'fyr^k^^ld- 
conduct  shall  be  entirely  forgotten  J  1  regard  your^rsi^V^* 
ation  as  an  error  of  youth  ;  the  seoond  bccasioiied  s^meea* 
sity,  and  but  the  effect  of  thi^  first;  in  which  p^iivt'^f^^ll^I 
also  consider  your  complying  with  my  proposals  at  tfieft^ih 
Qing  of  our  acquaintance.  Yoii  have  freqneatly'J^^it&ilfeil 
being  estrcmged  from  your  family :  this  stc^,  €  flattSr'ifij^lillPi 
may  conciliate  them.  We  will  s^id  them  a  ceTtifiiiiaii^'  c^  m 
marriage ;  and  some  mohtks  hence,  perhaps,  I  may  )niE|Le*'yni 
to  England ;  for  they  will  haiidly  refbse  you  Aeit'  C^J^M^JSMtts 
when  they  find  you  so  advantageously  marHed.^    ->»»*.  n^i\ 

*  The  compunction  for  my  falsehood  to  so  ^en^ilpiiBlr'nttii 
was  too  powerful  to  suffer  me  totiiankiiioii  as  I  oifgw  :^^^ 
was  too  partial  to  me  to  attobate  my  enil^tiba  iif  iaii^ii^ 
cause ;  and  repeating  his  determined  resolntibi^V^^^Ibi  im^^ 
i  was  no  sooner  alone  than  I  began  toreifl^ct  oSJi'^Sijyiii'Md 
passed*  The  advantages  I  must  unavoidaM^  i^^^p^^o^S 
marriage  wilh  De  Foflaix  1  was  by  no.  me^Uis  lUia^  tdi^^t 
would  at  once  give  me  respectaliility  with*  the  ^^ditt^^ 
lea^t,  where  my  former  Hf^  was  unknown,  t  shdnld-^^B^^Hle 
of  ft  competency,  my  child  of  a  good  fortiukie',  ink^  wUUPUd 
also  its  weight  wijiih  me,  perhaps  in  time  I  'dii^hl  ft^eraiA^Ht 
hope  for  a  reconciliation  with  my  friends.  '  My ^ffi^c^lM^ttr 
Pavis  was  ^  considerable  impediment  to  ihik  iStitS^^^i^ 
not  violent  enough  to  influence  me  ito  detsline  It;  for  De 
Forlai^  wais  most  indubitsri^y  Idtt  liei^er  of  mfy'.ibliiKi;  kt'I 
was  pregnant  two':nMmihs  be&ce  t  became  ae^^auiirt^mli 
pavis ;  t  thec^oi^  .determined  io  liafosm  him  (rf*  iDe'f^JiMi 
generous  offer,  and  in  fiiture  declined  altr  AcquaiD^'dli^^rflh 
him ;  for,  abandoned  as  t-  was,  f  odtild  liot  )^diiUf^4ftc 
tKonght  of  so  ^rossty  abusing  his  ^ndhjesft';  alid  lltK^tl!' 
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.l^^ibflif^  myself  with  my  fonner  misconduct.^   Thus  (Jeteir 
jpf ilied» ,  I  wrote   to    Davis,    declaring  ray  resolution,    and 
^  efitfeating  him  to  give  up  all  future  thoughts  of  me ;    ex- 
pressing, however,  the  pain  this  effort  cost  me.     Davis  was 
^if  (a  dnp^sitiqn  not  eiisily  to  be  repulsed ;    he  replied,  that 
,Qi[  I  nfiitk  determined,  he  must,  per  force  submit ;  but  that  he 
I^Has  lesoW^d  to  see  me  at  all  events  once  more,  and  therefore 
varmly  pressed  me  to  meet  him  at  his  own  lodgings ;  where, 
•hfme  tp  .9!fty»  I  had  frequently  been  before. 
,  /  Had  my  intentions  been  really  virtuous,  I  should  have 
.^^fljivered  thi^  letter  with  a  positive  denial,    confessed  my 
unwortbiness  to  De  Forlaix,   and   have  thrown  myself  and 
>  f^pected  infant  on   his   mercy ;  but  not  so  did  I .  act,   the 
.fDeaa^ire  of  my  iniquities  was  not  complete,  and  the  sword 
of  yenffeance    trembled .  ove/   my  guilty    head.     For    some 
.^time  I  wavered ;   but  at  length  concluded  that  one  more 
^Q^eting  could,  not  make   much   difference,   as  I  wished  to 
part  amicably  lyith  a  man  whom  I  persuaded  myself  I  loved  : 
„|^ti^efore  returned  him   an   answer   by  my  own   servant, 
;ir)^9^we}.l  knew  letters  had  frequently  passed  between  us,  and 
Hgreecl,  t<x  see  hiju  on  the   following   evening,    provided   he 
jiipv)d  p^miiste  to  require  no  future  interview.     To  this  he 
\MqHJi$9.Cf$d ;.  and  in  an  hour  fated .  for  the  coounencement  of 
my  efirthly  punishment,   I  repaired  alone  to   his   lodgings, 
,^ttle  awa/e  that,  the  treachery  of  my  maid  had  that  very 
fjf^y^PlfiVf^led  the  whole  correspondence  to  De  Forlaix.     My 
H^Qt  cip^jpdi^ct  bad  taught  her  dissimulation  and  ingratitude,r- 
.  ^n^d  I  then  wonder  that  she  followed  my  example  ?     Davis 
.)if^, at  about  the  distance  of  a  mile  from  Paris,  in  a  house 
jipt^t^  in .  a  garden  belonging  to  a  widow   woman,  who, 
n^th  his  servant,  composed  the  whole  family. 
^  'The  fatal. night  of  this  meeting,  Davis  had  sent  his  man 
f  oj^  oa  business ;  so  thfit  the  wom^n  alone  remained  below. 
I  had  scavcely  been  there  five  minutes  before  a  loud  knock- 
ing wfis  heard  at  the.  door,   and  the,  moment  after,  to  my 
in^pressibk  confusion,,  th^  voice  of  .De  Forlaix,  who  ex- 
Skunx^ .  m  ai^sver,  as.  I  suppose,    ^o  the  woman  who  had 
(iemed  iny  b^ing  there,  *'  It  is  f^e,  I  ss^w  her  enter ;  deny 
1  ^r  at  your  peril  r    These  words  were  scarcely  articulated' 
1      »  we  heard  his  steps  on  the  stkirs ;   and  a  moment 

3f 
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bfovght  him  to  tbe dowr,  which  waa  onlv  seciued  by^ silM4 
and  crasy  lock.    There  was  no  time  for  nefif^ti^,  nof:ii4fl 
I  capaUe  of  any ;  for,  ovecponreredr  widb  shame  aj|d  cf  aia- 
sion,  I  had  9mak  into  a  chair»  and  conee«kd  n^  ti^e  wm 
luy  hands.    Davi9>   in   the  meatt  iSne,  had  snajtchfAiPf  & 
pfetoU   the  report  of  whiph,   and  the  forcing  of.  thc^dwMI 
were  both  instantaneous^  and  jfiUed  me  with  dei^a^.j|ii4 
horror  i  ior  starting  from  my  seat,  tiie  first  object.  %|t>pie^ 
sented  itself  was  De  Forhdx  on  th^  floor,  mGi^^mfiig,,m  WH 
blood :  ''  Ungrateful  woman  V-  exeiaimed  he,  in  a,.fiiint.^oice, 
'Ms  this  the  letuirn  for  my  partiality  and  unbound^.  ;^||^ 
tion  I     Was  it  necessary  to  add.  murder  to    ingfatitivAl^ 
Weak  deluded  wretch  that  I  wasv  I  codkl  not  heUf liMS/dM 
evidence  of  your  confidential  servant     Alas!  conviGMiMlirM 
cost  me  dear!  the  hand  of  dea(|i  is  on  me  V  .  M    .;)  o( 

'  Exhausted  by  the  loss-  of  bloody  he  ftuirted  as  be.iitteM 
the  last  word,  when,  thinking  he  had  expired*  I  entii}^  l#l 
aii  knowledge,  and  fell  on  the  floor;  in  which  sitiialM 
Davis  took  me  in  his  aims,  and  hove  me  into  tfab  next  a|isft^ 
nuent:-- seating  me  on  a  chair  be  retorned  to  the  chainheK 
where  De  Fprlaix  stilt  remained  on  the  floor,  and  thei  woman 
^  the  house  weeping  and  wfingmg  her  bands  over  hin^rex'^ 
claiming  she  was  ruined  for  ever,  and  should  be  ptinished'^a 
principal  in  the  murder. 

V  Davis,  as  be  i^rwards  informed  me,  laid  De  Potliii^ 
on. the  bed,  bound  uptiie  wound,  which  was  inthcf  ^hdliAd^f 
and  when  he  came  to  himself,  assured,  Ilim  he  shduld'hflf* 
immediate  assistance,  then  left  him  alone  with  the  |W'oviaip( 
Securing  both  by  bolting  the  door  of  a  passage  that  sepaijale^ 
that  apartment  from  the  rest :  he  then  returned  tt>  me,  who 
was  just  recovered  from  my  swoom  •     >'  > 

**  Emma,'*  said  he,  in  grieat  afitati<^B,  '^we  haven^'titee 
to  lose ;  De  Forlaix»  I  £ear,  is  dying.  I  have  secofed  ilt4 
aad  the  woman,  atleasf  for  some  time,  for  the  honse  is  t«0 
diBtant  from  the  public  road  for  them  to  give-a  speedy  ahusi; 
the  present  moment  is  therefore  oiirs,  an  dperhaps  all  that  is 
left  us  is  to  escape>  for  certain  death  awaits  tis  if  n^  l^eiibftli 
Let  Hs  fly  then ;  my  «ervattt  wfll  return  man -hou)^  ^4akii(i^ 
sLnd  procuK  astistaiicef  if  D^  F<»rlaix  still  sawivea  i-^Jikft  4ii 
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t^'benitate,  we  may  now  escape,  but  the  least  delay  will  ren- 
^  it  i&possible.^ 

'"**lwilf  not  go,"  replied  I:  "  Unhappy  wretch  that  lam, 
l%to  sttf!  Ho  nttirdercr." 

*  **'In'this  case,"  answered  he,  "you  will  be  equally  involved ; 
F'tHerefore  agaiii  entreat  you  to  fly.  Say,  can  you  calmly 
Vesolte  to  stay  and  bear  the  torture  V 

"•^*  Oh,  heavens  r  exclaimed  I,  "I  dare  not;  I  will  indeed 
•j'j'iut'^wWthefr?  without  friends  dr  money  where  can  t  goT 

-♦^►To? Glanders,"  replied  be;  "  I  myself  im  but  indifferently 
[M'otidMi  however,  at  all  events,  life  is  worth  preservingw" 
M^e  <ion^rsation  passed  ;  but  the  distraction  of  the  momei|t 
pVevents  tciy  recalhng  it  to  memory;  1  only  recollect  that 
I'obllged  "Davis,  before  1  would  leave  the  house,  to  go  again 
to  De  Forlaix,  whom  he  found  much  in  the  same  state  he  had 
I<ift  hite  in,  except  that  his  binding  the  wound  had  stopped 
tif6bl(Md;  lie  then  again  secured  him  with  thie  womaii ;  and 
'¥11^^'  my  trembllttg  hand,  we  left  the  house  together,  otir 
HMt  property  consisting  in  about  fifty  louis  d*ors,  which  we 
M^in  our  separate  pockets.' 

'  Whten  William  reached  thus  far  iii  the  manu- 
script he  paused,  and  for  a  moment  laying  it 
^owi^,  thus  addressed  his  wife :  *  I  wonder  not, 
my.beloved,  that  you  cover  your  face;  swch  i*^ 
dtal^,  I  thmik  Heaven,  we  dre  not  accustomed 
tB ;  even  itoy  blood  appears  to  chill  in  my  vein^, 
oh  tTie  reflection  that  such  a  woman  ever  called 
me  brother.' 

> . '  H(^r  crimes,  I  trust,  are-  expiated,'  replied 
Fanny ;  *  atid,  thank  Heaveri,  we  alone  shall  lie 
HcqUaiiited  ^ith  the  iei^tent  of  them  ;  for  not  for 
tte  wealth  of  India  would  I  ever  have  our  dear 
g^^nt  shocked  with  the  recital,  ^ut  proceed, 
Oiy^i^We;  ^^  will  not  break  oh  the  peace  of 
t&other  evening,  if  possible-  wi#i  even  the  re- 
membrance of  what  we  hear  to-night.' 


L 
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uodtiw 

WiLi>iAM  -ag^m^  took  up  the  maamseriptii  fvAkh 
for  nearly  a  page'  was  alitfost  anhiti^l^llte)^^ 
letters  being  in  several  places  effaced' byfcSBft, 
but  which  appeared  to  contain  bitter  setf;j^ccusja^ 
tions  and  expressions  of  despair ;  he  ihf^fd^re 
passed  it  over,  and  b^an  as  follows  :.^s  r-  .ii  s 

*  We  travelled  night  and  day  until  we  passed  thtrfiroalMn, 
and  even  then  only  stayed  until  we  cottid  get  sa^ely^to'EnglaM, 
where  we  arrived  almost  without  clothes  or-aion^.  it  ma 
now  th«rt  Davis  began  to  show  himself  in  his  true  €<Ata>: 
too  indolent  to  exert  himself  for  his  own  sup|H>rt  oc^tfwie, 
he  urged  ine  to  prostitute  myself  fov  botii !  I  had,  .however, 
sufficient  spirit  to  resent  this  proposal  in  the  higheatitenib; 
and  completed  the  disgust  I  had  for  some  time  Entertain- 
ed for  the  man  whom  I  regarded  as  the  author  <6f  aHtay  wis- 
-fortunes.  •"  -        •••♦.•  *.!..•> 

'The  benefits  of  De  Porlai^  new  returned'  ^wttbHiiNrble 
force  to  my  memory  ;  and  being  deprived  of  themi^eiAaidiMi 
their  value.  1  saw  royiielf  ahio  on  the  point-  ef  beedlaiiig 
a  mother  to  an  infant  who  would  be  bottad  to  eurae-aia,  ^asats 
birth  must  new  be  infionous;  whereas,  bat  for  iny  vice  -aid 
folly,  its  mother's  shame  would-  have-  be«n  cdnociled'^nlier 
the  name  of  a  respectable  fa^ar,  and  itself  heir  to  a  «<»&- 
derable  fortune;  wbiie  now,  on  the  contrary;  I  dreaded iits 
birth,  lest  it  shduld  share,  Qr  perhaps  increase-  my  own 
miseries.  •►'»  • 

'Davis  finding  his  endeavours  ineffectual  to  Teduee  iaeto 
his  infamous  iritentions,  even  treated  me  u^tl^bMality 
and  one  evening  so  ikr  forgot  himself  as'  to  -give  ^ne  rcipeatfed 
blows*    Stung  to  madness  by  this  insult^  myrage  faiewno 
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bounds ;  I  cursed  him  and  myself,  and  calling  him  by  every 
epithet  that  passion  could  dictate^  rushed  out  of  the  sorry 
apartment  whexewe  lodged,  leaving  him,  doubtless,  very  glad 
to  be  rid  of  me. 

•  '  Behold  me  now  a  wanderer  in  the  streets  of  London, 
without  money,  or  even  a  place  to  teat  my  head  !  Suicide 
was  my  resolve;  and  inquiring  the  road  to  a, village  I  had 
heard  named,  had  no  donbt  but  in  the  way  thither  I  should 
«4M«ttrwitk90Qie.piieiP(|  of  water,  ii4ien»  I  at  least  might  term!- 
Hilte  ii^^aftidy  ytf^^;  for  the  reflection  of  what  might  hap- 
fiffl^j^etfiMftfX  nev^  obtruded  on  my  imagination  ! 

'  Heaven,    however,  saved  me  from  that,  crime ;    I  wan- 
dered through  the  fields  in  vain,  and  found  only  ditches  or 
'^ttrgbated  pool»  too  shallow  for  my  purpose.     At  length, 
exhausted  by  fatigue,  I  sunk  under  a  hay-stack   in  a  pa- 
roxysm of  despair,  where   I   sought  my  pockets   for  some 
,«iBitaiineQl^  of  death ;  b«t, found  neither  knife  nor  scissars. 
.Iffelirs.were  now  wy  o«ly  refuge;  I  wept  until,  like  a  wearied 
^mkM,  L  fell  a^leep^  my  late  pan^pered  body  exposed  to  the 
an^'Wiftd,  and  my  .only  canopy  the  spacious  blessed  firma-* 
«iiiieBti.  I<  aw^ke  at  d^y-break,  my  spirits  not  only  recruited 
jhy,i»8t,\bti|}  4lso  the  idea  of  suicide  much  weakened :  I  sat 
^^^SQWe. lime  paust^.  what  mi&thod  I  should  pursue;  but 
ft&KAA'v&it  on  none  determinedly^  for  poor,   friendless,   and 
dpnegiHiiiti  tfie  prospe^fi  was  cold  and  dreary  before  me*  AH 
application  to  my  friends,  however,  I  was  now  more  firmly  than 
)iei^>def»0mined  ag#ia»t>  hodx  on;  account  of  my  poverty  and 
b«itimli^ii« .  I. 

^(^..ffM  <Mrillwalk/'  said;I,  /'  through.this  great  and  busy  city  to- 
^iiia]r,.aiid  ^reiiolve  »^  future  prospects;  some  lucky  thought 
)>aiay^.pediapfi^  IH^^uri  if,##t,  lean  but  again  rest  here,  or 
.  jl4ttpt  I  Jibe,  itetwwation  qf  yester4*y.  Oh,  inglewood ! 
ilBglei^opd I  Jhai^py  pesidencie,  wl^  did  I  ever  leave  thee? 
aTb0lilpil«]dsi9O,^F9o4eu^  tQ  besi^W,  b«t  thou  hadst  content ; 
uno  ^i«be«»  .bMt  pe%ce  a^d  ^n  unblenMshed  conscience;  no 
pleasures  that  leave  a  sting  behind, — no  pangs  of  remorse 
ojBvehjQiS  I  now  ftfdJ"  .\  ■ ,   •■.  .; 

y;,ii^Wh0  riding  of  thevsnn,  and  the  cheerful  matins  of  the  lark, 

^Jbthi^i  t<»ig  been' a  slKa^^r  to.    ''Ah!"  cried  I,  "I  once 

iedebsaM  thetrrfs^twra  of  morn  as  ^cheerfully  as  ye  do;  but. 
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dead  Id  iMppiness,  the  gloriQHB  bob  has  domt  do  thpjmi^;^ 
me  C  I  advanced  towards  London,  raminatuig  on  my  m^vn^^ 
choly  situation ;  for .  the  clothes  I  had  afi«  jood  n  ibpr  %j^^ 
pence,  were  all  I  possessed.  I  had  some,  few  arlialei.^fff, 
jraiment  at  Davis's  k>dgiag,  but  those  I  detennined  peveflitft , 
claim,  as  it  could  not  be  done  without  againc seeing, the JWM^t 
whom  I  now  detested.  ,  ;r>M,t 

'After  I  had  wandared  some  hours  I] began  to  -^i^ivti^! 
the  cravings  of  hunger;  ami  again  th^  idea  of  self-rdtetspqr. 
tipn  came  strong  into  my  fancy ;  when  passiiig  a  sfa^,^  c^, 
taining  a  variety  of  articies,  I  was  staruck  with  tbeftf  .';ff(BH^i 
on  the  window :—'' Money  lent  on  Pledges^'  'ilCJpjif..4i^ii|%i| 
disrtely  g^ve  rise  to  a  thoaght  that  I  befotse  had  np  gidf^^pSii 
I  had  in  my  pocket-book  a  miniature  of  WhitpiorQ»  seti^ifi^' 
brilliants,  that  I  had,  for  some  years,  always,  caniiedhabo^t 
me ;  and  this  for  two  reasons ;  the  first  of  which  w^,  |Jmt 
he  was  particularly  dear  to  me ;  and  the  second,  l^ti  <the 
picture  being  dnce  seen  by  De  Forlaix,  he  had  appsav^s 
dissatisfied  that  I  preserved  so  carefully  the  remembrance. (O^. 
another  man.  From  this  period  I  had .  constantly  kf^ptj^ 
concealed ;  nor  had  Davis  ever  seen  it,  or  be  had  dp^u^fosjit 
deprived  me  of  it,  as  he  had  before  done  of  my  wf^tc^f.7Tt« 
drawii^  it,  therefore,  from  my  pocket-bopk  witfi  a  hefivy 
heart  and  tottering  frame,  I  entered  the  shop,  and.pr».. 
stoting  it  to  the  man  behind  the  counter,  requested  hiia. 
to  favour  me  with  the  utmost  sum  he  could  advance  ^09  it.  j  }.;f, 

'The  fellow  having  viewed  m^  with  an  impudent  stmr^,,. 
doubtless  taking  me  for  a  woman  of  the  town,  rqiJt?di(  ''  A\ 
devilish  handsome  fellow,  egad;  you  have  been  crying  I* 
see,— -one  of  your  old  favourites  I  suppose; — ^welI^:^^«SK{ 
mind, — he  will  .be  perfectly  safe  here,--woise  luypk  ;ypw, 
better  another  titae,— rdrink  a^lass,  and  keep  up  your  spijnjts^r. 
you  are  too  fine  a  woman  not  to  have  plenty  of  busini^^s.*.'.  ,    t] 

'  Humiliated  as  I  was,  I,  however,  replied  tartly  .to., tlnfii 
insult ;  and  the  man,  after  a  number  of  preluninaries,-  leMf 
me  the  sum  of  t^n  pounds,  declaring  he  could  not  adyanOf  ^, 
shilling  more.  With  this  I  departed,  comparatively  Iw^r 
to  what  I  was  before,  determined  to  provide  9i9n|^.,^dt 
immediately,  and  a  lodging  before  night.  Having  fa^Cid. 
my  appetite,  I  walked  in  pui'suit  of  an  apartment^  and  soon 
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f6\itk&  one  suited  to  my  circinnstances,  being  only'  three 
sMIltngfs  'per  week,  and  in  llie  house  of  a  widow  who  kept  a' 
9!\klp[  t  here  purchased  a  change  of  raiment,  and  likewise 
sohie  bf  the  cheapest  things!  could  procure  for  my  expected 
cWW  r  for  'every  trifle  I  expended  made  me  tremble  for  the 
ft^e.  'One  dayj  that  I  had  been  out  to  buy  a  loaf,  turning' 
bastily  round  the  cornfer  of  a  street,  to  my  great  surprise 
r  ^flcotrtitered  Hartftmi  in  regimentafs.  He  expressed  at 
atii^  pfiasufe  and  pain  to  see  me;  the  distress  I  had  under-' 
gdttV  MMg  visible  both  in*  mj  person  and  haliiliments.  He 
iJtfeMe^ttEi^  that  his  unble,  with  some  difficulty,  had  procured 
bilfif^ii  coiiiiiAssioTt,'  on  his  arrival  in  'England,  whiclV  was  att 
Whfttftiow  to'^ust  to;  and  that  he  was,  in  the  cowrse  of  4. 
ftfil^  days,  -60  efnbaric  for  fhe  West  Indies,  where  his  i^egiment 
\iU9  otdeted,— desired  to  know  my  address,— and  promised  to 
cUl  bn  ine  the  ensuing  morning: 

'•^^fertford  was  true  to 'his  appointment;  and  I' related  all' 
tt^t^had  befallen  me  without  equivocation.  He  expressed* 
itich  concern  for  my  misfottunes,  as  also  at  his  inabiKty  to 
fOsist  me  a^he  wished  ;  but,  before  he  took  his  leave,  being' 
t6  depart  on  the  morrow,  presented  me  with  a  baiik-note  for 
twenty  pounds. 

'*!*  about  a  month  after  this  I  was  seized  with  the  pang* 
of  labour,  anrrf  delivered  of  a  lovely  giri.  Oh,  Ood !  the 
erne!  remembrance  yet  wrings  my  heart !  with  what  anguish- 
did  I  weep  over  her!— with  what  bitterness  did  I  accuse* 
myself,  deprecating  my  folly  and  vice,  that  had  ruined  her 
eten  before  she  saw  the  light!  She  was  now'  all  the  world 
ti  me ;  and  nursing  her  at  my  bos^om,  f  appeared  to  live  for 
hcralone. 

'By  the*  strictest  economy  my  money  lasted  seven  months  ; 
at  which  time  my  babe  was  uncommonly  strong  for  her  age. 
It  was  now  that  poverty  appeared  to  me  with  redoubled 
horror,  as  the  slender  diet  I  could  obtain  likewise  deprived 
hier  of  her  proper  nutriment.  lean  truly  affirm,  that  I  had 
no  hiteiilioii  of  returning  to  a  life  of  prostitution,  but  rather 
du^ght  of  gaming  a  livelihood,  if  possible,  by  indu[stry; 
ahd  therefore  inquired  of'  my  landlady  repeatedly  whether 
ate*  bould  not  procure  me  any  neecBe-work. 
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'Her  endeavours  had  been,  until  the  peiiad  bcteeaoH 
tioned,  unavailing,  when  one  momiiig  she  informed  ine»  IhMi 
.  some  ladies,  who  lived  fronting  us,  had  inqniied  iotM-nrnfff 
stress,  and  desired  me  to  apply.  Taking  mj  ia&at  Jp  m$\ 
arms,  I  went  immediately,  -ami  was  inliodiioed  t*  aa.isU| 
lady  and  two  young  ones,  who  received -me  wesy,  psiikilyijtt 
but  I  was  not  such  a  novice  but  I  coaU  iflunediatelsr^diiRr 
cover  that  they  were  women  of  loose  diamctor«  Thcf  wh 
mired  my  child,  and  paid  me  many  compiimente  aalaj  9iril 
person;  the  old  woman  particularly  iiiq«ina|»  my  agCf'SiA 
on  my  answering  I  was  in  my  thirtieth  year,  appeared  iJiAiH^ 
credit  me,  saying,  that  I  did  not  look  more  than  'tw<nt|y-||i^ 
In  short,  they  kept  me  all  day;  and  before  we  paried#>ilh^ 
old  woman  had  proposed  to  take  ma  into  her  soci^ty^/f8Mk 
furnish  me  with  whatever  was  necessary.  :»iij 

'  I  gave  no  immediate  reply  to  Mb  offer,  being,  deteminidi 
to  try  what  I  could  earn  by  my  iNMrk;  but  at*  weekls  en(i^ 
found  it  so  little  that  1  began  to  deliberate  oa  the  snbjeot^) 
and,  going  home  the  same  eveniag  with  what  I  had^beat 
intrusted,  found  the  old  woman  in  earnest  conversation  with 
a  man  elegantly  dressed,  but  who  bore  the  i4>pearance  of  as 
emaciated  debauchee.  He  greatly  admired  my  infcal/^jliiid 
me  many  extravagant  compliments,  and  finally  pres«itflkl*%M^ 
with  a  note  for  fifty  pounds,— a  temptation  which  ifey^l^KWy^ 
could  not  resist;  and  I  promised  to  sup  there  the 'MloMFfalp 
evening.        ^  .j«i.fi..» 

'Accursed  promise!  would  I  had  perished  befbrsf  pro- 
nounced it !  or  would  to  God  my  infant  had  been  iMiitti«iRd> 
with  my  blood  before  I  consented  to  support  her  at  iitehil} 
price! — Oh!  cruel,— deadly,— horrid!  my  branr  ^Nirasi^^itMk 
I  must  lay  down  my  pen!  I  will  go  and  ptay $•  butt'tsitt 
Heaven  hear  the  contrition  of  such  a  wretch  as  the  mbaodbaidr 
Emma?  -"f^^ 

*  I  resume  n^y  pen :  I  will  probe  this  guilty  heart  %  thtf 
recaiMtulation ;  I  will  relate  how  I  murdi^red  my  infidK^rr' 
the  smiling  angel,  to  whom  I,  infernal  prostitute!  adiiiai»*« 
tered  poison  in  the  salutary  form  of  milk !  Bnabled-  b|f' the 
present  I  had  received,  I  dressed  myself  with  mote  •caretbai^ 
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Ikui  dMi^ior  naaqf  mtovi^,  aiid  cepfi0red.tQ  tbe  old  ^Qinan, 
iNlii#etinif««i8d  -JOie  :vr^ch>i  had  ae^n,  tbe  day  ^^6»re^  {^pd» 
ii%«i9ta»Hd  si«mlAi  ifMcqUar  pkafiivrfw  .  Ii^  ebor^  ^mp^-, 
t|M,«gttitiett.an.  »^  way^ '  and  <  J  piurqt^ed;.  ai  >UBdreds 
j^lfcawto  a(»itb<t^uiipcuce  ofjwhat;  jvaa  a*(ttbwf#JW^  im$»  ;dea^er. 
^(t^ii^ii^iim  nABk.Uo0d)tkatATa]Hflp^«PO^^V^^  7Jbe  old 
mfkadifMukMu^tiiiBmbe^  qui  tci  k^^v^  h^ir^-i^S^n child  VBihot 
wii  lMSarliaf>io£.Hie' whole*  «it ;  .and  .i^U^av^s^j ri9t9.,wJuctt 
iwy  f^mk  fhsma^,  .for  Aree  'dityi^f  ivh^,  1  jb^g^n,  tp,  6ud, 
Affifai»t|li  ^mcfMBoil^  diaottlcMt:  a^^^^eM  j^^k  tb^  ^  my, 
^yi^nsMtjm^n^  dMH>vered>  (dp  I  liv^  j;ojralatie  it  I)  .tba);  ber. 
litnl  Oml'^raa.JboateniiEbted  as  Well  iaa^in^  p;wii»  ia  PQns«7 

iitt0prot««d^^  ^i  hsraii^.wdat tried  t^d^^^^e  t)»e  agpoies  my 
chenib  saffered,  until  hem  oner  ckat-aiid  .tjipaji^;iai;eiit4cpm-4 
^teiion-JMIi  dtangcd  to^thcidaadly  hue  of  aaffisoo,;.  office  it,. 
Avf  (Belip  ^«d». IdBt:  me :  tke  JBm&i .  <  uiijbtfq)Hyi,r^mp9t  cursed  J , 
(Hu!»i  jny  slitasl^.««aBy  'hearty ^ pardon v  ]iiei--ftb«  r/ecoljef^tipi^ 
^mty^tcdistodnf »  my 'bntitt !  < 
iiJi-' m- if *;?;•>?.,..*  ;    ■•.    ,        _•   ■  .....     :    ,    .     ,. 

*  *  .   J  ■        '  r 

♦tf^^flii(i*#drWr.M*.|iK»  dealjb;,  in  wh^ch  state 

Wdifei»ftiy«fr9iifor»ed.  :down  my  throat  ^that  restored  my 
l(p*lilb^e^irt,;;  l^Ht  j^y.  ,^ns^8  wei:^,lon^  ."Sperfjpcti  durii?^ 
#J^fcl|M^riftfl  ^^R*  fm\3  reipepab^  ^I  >Wia^  fr^pnuently  ^rpelly 
and  brutally  treated* 

?o^^e9t<;i<^l^gliili^4'  ..>py».  ^derstanding;,,  for  thp  first  ^ipe. 
ik^-ttfeJ  ^i^^(l.ri^0ection  by  th^.i^s^.of.  spirituo^^  licj^uors; 
<Wi^«  li4>.n^4rtiik  l»d»jnfMJe  ^^,  copslderabiy  V^  4ebtbr, 
Mm^VrOC^ma^Alled  TB^  9^4lQnce>  ^  .^U  bet;  ^infan\du8  (ie-^ 
^ittidr^u  Ip.Jiik^rt)  X  becafne, r^gardle^s  ^iid.,h{ii^eQed  Jto  all, 
tiliidJttfi^fejpi^f:    Ji^|4ti^ij,iii.)Jii^  situ^tipij  ^bo^t.  four  years,, 
^hen  one  evening ,  at  the  play,  casting  my  eyes  around,  t 
disco?er^d  my  brother  Williai|j^..who  was  so  little  changed 
4it  yh  wM«Pt^;.recoll^ted  bipi};,,^i¥l.  s,^eing  .that  he  also 
apDMtmly^ew. iQe^t  .d€tjer||^;WBd,,to,#y.4*°\-  for,  <iegraded 
^'I-:w^a,  boi¥..DOHl^  \  bcjvr  h|s  prje§eace?     My  father  too, 
I»fba|Lin<>^'dg9l}t,  imi^;  \^  ,^^^ti;.^fj  yegnoa^hes  and  )iale 
^■•(Nj  9ttjJ^<««M'!By*pgcjt^    Had  l,.^l  tjia^  peri9.d  .been  for- 
taoate  enough  to  be  apprised  of  his  kind  intentions,  Oh ! 
18  3g 
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how  joyfully  could  I  have  submitted  to  he  the  most  mmtif 
of  his  servants !  but  I  was.  destined  to  suffer  more  miseries^ 
and  feel  how  fax  guilt  and  sin  may  lead  their  votaries.-^For 
six  ]iveeks  after  I  saw  my  brother  I  never  left  .the  house.  Mi 
fearful  was  I  of  meeting  him ;  nay/  I  believe  I  cauld  ham 
preferred  instant  death  to  standing  in  his  presence,  30  tml]^ 
sensible  was  I  of  my  own  unworthiness.  At  length,  dnrea 
by  the  repeated  threats  of  the  old  woman  whose  slave  I  CQiQh 
pletely  was,  I  ^ain  ventured  abroad,  and  in  St. .  Jamef  s 
park,  by  chance,  met  with  the  servant  whom  Dayis  in  bifj 
flight  left  at  Paris.  .        <r  «t 

*  We  recollected  each  other  instantly,  nor  was  I  displease^ 
at  this  rencounter,  as  I  had  ever  ardently  liiished  to  leara.tlM^ 
termination  of  a  business  to  which  I  owed  my  final  rm ;  1 
therefore  entreated  him,  after  commoii  inquiries  had  paaaedi^ 
to  gratify  my  curiosity  on  the  subject.  .    n 

"  You  may  suppose,'*  answered  the  man,  <*  th|it  I  ww 
greatly  surprised,  on  my  return  home,  to  find  the  doors  &^l^ 
and  to  learn  what  had  happened  from  the  window  where  tb& 
woman  of  the  house  stood  watching  for  me,  requesting  la^ 
to  climb  to  one  of  the  lower  casements  and  release  her.  I 
immediately  did  so,  and  next  fetched  assistance  to,De  Fdp-j 
laix,  whose  wound,  though  severe,  was  not  found  dangerous;; 
for  in  six  weeks  it  was  completely  healed." 

.  *^  Blessings  attend  you  for  that  iojielligence,''  exclaimed  1, 
interrupting  him  in  a  transport  of  pleasure,  *'  you  have  re- 
moved one  mountain  of  guilt  from  my  surcharged  bosoio, 
But  proceed,  I  am  all  attention.^* 

"  On  his  recovery  he  caused  diligent  search  to  be  mad^. 
after  you ;  and  soon  learned  your  destination,  and  how  yofi 
was  accompanied.  This  intelligence  appeared  to  grieve  hilP^. 
and  he  retired  to  his  seat  in  Picardy,  where  he  died  ahont 
five  months  since.  But  before  I  proceed,  tell  m^  Madfon^, 
whether  the  infant  you  was  pregnant  with  be  living  T  ^^ 

^'No,*'  replied  I,  with  astonishment  at  Uie  question;  5'^t 

is  dead,  and  with  it  all  that  could  make  life  beiu'shk  ^, 

.me."  '    .il 

"  I  am  sorry  for  it,"  resumed  the  man  :  "  You  dou|)tl^^» 
ptf^e  unacquainted  that  M.  De  Farlaix  had  left  it,  oa  bmg 
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jiroperiy  £luthentic<it^»  a  handsome  fortune,  whether  boy  or 
gfli,  and  to  the  guardianship  of  his  brother  !" 

•  "  OeAeroiis,  noble  De  Forlaix,  what  a  viper  didst  tbou 
ftisterirt  thy  bosom!  But  proceed,  Sir,"  continued  I,  in  de- 
l^kit :  *«I  poisoned  my  child,  the  darling  of  my  heart!  But 
^' 6h;*!et  me  hear  all/' 

"^The-  man  looked  shocked;  he  doubtless  thought  me 
dWtHwStiiid.— "I  have  nothing  more  to  add,"  returned  he, 
*ti(w*  sholild  I  have  known  so  much,  but  that  I,  having 
^-  ttibfiey  to  bring  me  to  England,  procured  a  service  in 
Paris,  where  I  have  remained  till  lately;  for  Mr.  Davis 
mt^')Ai€ k  ye9^*^  wages  when  you  went  away,  and  his  clothes 
iWii'd'stopped'for  arrears  by  the  landlady." 
^  *TCrs  fntelligehcedisbrtlered  me  too  much  to  hold  more 
ctt^Vemtion  ;  I  therefore  soon  after  bade  the  man  farewell. 
On  my  return  home  I  gat^e  way  to  the  anguish  of  my  hearty 
ih^  nram  that  time  sunk  into  a  gloom  that  nothing  could 
oVei^come ;  threats  of  being  thrown  into  prison  I  disregarded, 
a^d  g^w  daily  more  callous  to  ill  usage,  which  the  old 
W6lnan:  tvas  by  no  means  wanting  of.  Liquor  alone  now  re- 
fiuceil*  mfe  to  her  purposes,  and  this  was  not  spared,  for, 
tSbilgh  no  tonger  young,  I  was  a  favourite  in  the  house,  my 
nid^rstaiiding  being  rather  more  cultivated  than  that  of  my 
companions,  and  likewise  from  some  acquirements  I  had 
otott^.      •  .' 

*^0^k  night,  about  eight  months  since,  she  pressed  me  so 
eirtiestly,'  that  I  consented  to  go  to  a  masquerade  with  two 
unhappy  girls  that  were  lately  become  inmates  of  our  houde  : 
<fiiyit(g^e'iimusetnent  I  sat  wrapped  in  my  usual  gloom,  and 
sd'W^^arly' hour  f^eturned  home,  leafing  my  companions 
etf^gfed  in  riotous  parties.' 

^^''l*  expected  to  be  reproved  for  my  haste:  but,  o^  the 
ciihtriary,  the  old  wtetch  expressed '  her  satisfa^ction,  inform- 
ing  me  that^  gentleman  who  l^quented  the*  house  had  beei^ 
tiiere  fhat'eVi^niilig,  and  introduced  one  of  hid  friehds,  a  man 
6f  crottstderabie  fortune, '  but  who  was  so  much  in  liquor  that 
he  was  obliged  to  be  put  to  bed;  concluding  by  desiring  me 
Whkki  my  place  by  hfe  side.— 'I  had  drank  a  great  deal  of 
wDaicr  iat  the  masquerade,  and  made  no  objection,  but  pre-^^ 
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.pared  to  act  as  she  desired>  by  takiog  a  caji^le  aad'  gdbg  to 
the  apartment. 

'  The  straager,  by  bis  breathing,  appeared  completely  in- 
toxicated, and  to  sleep  uneasy;  I  therefore  •  determinedi.'to 
undress  myself  as  quietly  as  possible,  fok*  I  wishevl  him  not 
to  awake :  for>  though  vice  was*  become  habitual,  <  yet  itiras 
hatefttl  to  jne  sinise  the  death  iof  my  ohild.'  An  uncomiBoii 
'heavwess  and  dread  aiso  hung  on  my  spirits,'  and  the  scenes 
of  my  youth  dwelt  strongly  on  my  imagina^n.  Deter- 
mined to  bluish  remembrance,  I  went  to  m^  eloset,  ahd 
drank  a  glass  of  spirits,  when  a  whim  seized  me  to  look^at 
my  companion:  I  therefore  took  the  candle  and  opened' die 
curtains;  his  arm  was  thrown  over  his  face,  so  thai  Mtkleof 
it  was  discernible ;  but  the  light  causing  him  to  move,  I 
hastily  switched  it  back,  until  perceiving  he  was  again  pet- 
fectly  still,  I  seated  myself  on  a  sofa  at  .the  farther  end  of 
the  apartment. 

*  I  had  accustomed  myself  to  give  way  as  little  as  possible 
to  reflection,  but  this  night  it  involuntarily  stole  npon  me : 
.'*  Ah  r'  sighed  I  meiKtally«  *'  accursed  be  the  hour  that  first 
I  saw  the  light ;  bom  to  plunge  my  parents  in  dishonour 
and  an  untimely  grave ;  to  destroy  my  beauteous  smiitng 
infant,  yet  to  live  myself,  though  daily  invotyed  in  fresh 
crimes,  abhorred  by  the  virtuous,  scorned  even  by  my  part: 
ners  in  vice,  hateful  to  myself,  and  abandoned  of  God! 
Horrid'retrospection !  when  will  this  scene  of  depravity  end  ? 
When  will  my  eyes  close  in  everlasting  forgetfulness  V* 

*  A  dread  of  futurity  at  that  moment  suddenly  flashed  os 
my  f)|ncy,  and  made  me  shudder ;  but  determined  to  shake 
it  off,  I  started  up,  and  had  recourse  to  a  second  glass  of 
spirits  to  deaden  the  pang  of  conscience.  Power6il  qs  was 
this  soporific:  it  did  not  immediately  take  effect :  I  reEeated 
myself,  op  the  sofa,  and  for  son^e  time  remained  lost  .ill 
thought,  until  the  liquor  I  had,  drank  overcame  i^e,  aii^  1 
droppied  asleep,  my  he^d.  resting  on  the  back  qf  t^^  couch* 
My  eyes  were  no  sooner  closed  than  either  the  thonghts  that 
had  employed  me  waking,  or  the  immediate  providence  of 
Heaven  interposed  to  snatch  ine  from  destruction,,  to  save 
me  from  a  crime  against  which  nature  revolts,  and  .tha$: must 
have  plunged  me  in  yet  tenfold  guilt. 


..  J 
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^IiL  my  sleepv  which  was  uncommonly  heavy,   I  dreamed 

that  Whitmore,   Hartford,   De  Forlaix,   Davis,  and   several 

I  other  men,   were  pursuing  and  driving  me  with  swords  and 

•  diierent  instruments  of  torture,  through  a  narrow  and  thorny 

.  road,  until  I  reached  the  top  of  a  prodigious  mountain,  where 

there  stood  a  monster  so  horrible,   that  in  spite  of  all.  their 

<<irsap»iis  I  started  back;  bot  the  beast  advancing  towards  me» 

'  ^and  finding  no  resource,   methought  Heaped  the  tremendous 

stee|),  where  I  must  have  been  infallibly  dashed  to  pieces, 

>  had  not  my  mother  caught  me  in  her  arms,  saying,  ''  M isera- 

ifUewr^xjh,  is  it  not  enough  that  you  have  plunged  me  into 

>:thergffa^w,  but  you  must  recall  me  again  to  earth  to  snatch 

^  yot  from  destruction  ?" 

^The  alarm   occasioned  by  this  dreani  made  me  cry  out 
aloud  in  my  sleep,  which  disturbed  the  stranger,  who  jumped 
'  out  of  bed,  asking  what  was  the  matter  ?    This  totally  awaken- 
ed me,  though  I  could   not  for  some  moments  reply ;  but 
'fiittJAg  up,  I  endeavoured  to  recover  from  my  terror,  relieving 
'    iBy  overcharged  heart  by   a  flood  of  tears,  and  at  length 
exclaiming,    ''Ah!   no^   it  is  indeed  too  late :   shouldst  thou 
even>   Oh,    blessed  spirit!  be  permitted  to  return  to  earth, 
'  thou  couldst  not  now  snatch  the  devoted  Emma  from  destruc- 
tion !   the  doom  is  passed,   and  my  torments  here  are  but  the 
preludes  of  those  to  come!'' 

'The  stranger  replied  by  a  loud  and  tremendous  oath  ;  and 
sBatehing  up  the  light  which  was  burning  on  the  table,  pre- 
sented it  full  in  my  face, — he  at  once  discovering  the  wretched 
<  Emriia— and  I  the  abandoned  Edwin  !     *•♦**«* 


At  this  passage  the  manuscript  fell  from  the 
hands  of  William  ;  who,  struck  with  horror,  fix- 
ed his  eyes  in  silence  on  the  pale  cheeks  of  his 
trembling  wife. 
,^  *  My  beloved  friend,'  at  length  cried  Fanny» 
.pressing  him  affectionately  to  her  bosom,  *' be 
not  thus  moved ;  the  mercy  of  Heaven  providen- 
tially saved  them.' 
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•  Saved  them !'  repeated  William  :*—<  ©hi  CWN/ 
is  it  possible  that  such  should  be  the  children  of 
our  virtuous  father  aud  sainted  mother  ?'  ,  / 

*  Alas !'  answered  Famiy,  *  virtue  is  noth^^i:; 
tary*  ^ut  for  Emma  all  our  faars  are  now  celmiy 
eke  r€9tSy  I  trust,  in  the  bosom  of  peati^e :  her 
errors  were  indeed  great,  but  her  expiation  waS^' 
terrible.  Ah,  William!  the  situation  of  fidwiii 
is  far  more  dreadful;  perhaps  even  yet  reyeUjjpgj 
in  vice  until,  like  a  blast  of  lightningy.it.jihaQ' 
strike  him  without  time  or  prq)aration.  Biit^M- 
ce^ed,  my  love ;  you  have,  I  doubt  not,  healed jfllie 
last  of  Emma's  errors.  This  warning  was  surely 
decisive/  William  again  toojt  up  the  ni^tnu^cjripjt 
and  continued.  .  .    j:.  ..n 

'ph^  God  !  i^'bat  were  my  sensations  at  that  moment! 
Edwin,  as  well  as  myself,  was  unable  to  articulate  a  word. . 
but  remained  fqr  some  time  with  his  eyes  fixed-  on  me  with 
an  expression  of  horror ;  for  astonishment  had  overcoiiLerlhe 
fumes  of  wine.  Like  myself,  I  trust  he  felt  th^  hana  of 
heaven  upon  us,  and  jcsolved  to  tempt  destruction  no  far- 
ther;  but,  alas!  if  he  felt  contrition,  his  expressipQ  of  that 
sentiment  was  very  different  from .  what  I  experienced  :  m  ^ 
being  in  some  measure  recovered  from  his  first  surprise  nis 
rage  knew  no^bounds. — Never,  depraved  as  were  the  com-^ 
pany.  I  was  aqcustdnied  to,  did  I  ev^er  before  hear  jsuci 
dreadful  and  tremendous  execrations;  justly,  however,  up-, 
braiding  me  with  my  infamy;  and,  finally,  dressing  himselff,. 
he  hastily  rushed  from  the  house,  before  the  anguish  an^  W- 
ror,  occasioned  by  the  foregoing  scen^  had  left  me  suflfcientl^^^ 
«ble  to  reply  by  aught  ^ut  tears/  ./■■   \      :i/'jiJI 

*  Midnight  brawls  were  too  common  in  this  detestoble. 
hpuse  for. this  to  be  noticed  ;  I  passed  the  remainder  of  the 
night  alone ;  and,  for  the  first  time  for'  many  years,   threw 
myself  on  my  knees,    thanking  my  Creator  that  he  had, 
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ali|idAt>m]K  uutaberless  transgressions,  at  least  saved  me  from 
s^  (Aea4fy  a  sin  as  that,  whose  very  name  chilled  my  blood 
with  horror. 

'I  remained  in  this  posture  until  day,  and  during  the 
tiine  !form^d  the  determined  resolution  to  brave  the  worst 
t|jtt  eolihl  befal  me,  rathet  than  have  recourse  to  my  usual' 
inayof  life*  My  spirits  were,  however,  overpowered  ?  wkhf 
t^  ^ck  they  had  received;  I  tovmd  my  head  giddy,  my 
tiurpat  parched  with  drought,  and  by  noon  was  in  a  burning 
fever,  which,  for  near  a  month,  baffled  all  the  power  of  me- 
(fichie,  and  which,  when  even  vanquished,'  left  me  in  a  state 
oifittielaiibtKify'that  frequently  impaired  my  senses. 

<^l3haKi..mever;  failed,  in  my  lucid  intcarvaJs,  informing  my 
al^wd^ned  hostess,  of  my  resolution  of  embracing  death  , 
lather  than  returning  to  my  former  vices ;  but  she  regarded 
tHis  merely  as  the  effect  of  sickness,  and  doubtless  thought 
shecbidd,  as  she  had  before  done,  s!Bduce  me  to  hier  wishes'r 
ber  rage  was  therefore  unbounded,  when  she  found  me  de-^* 
termined,,  and  equally  regardless  of  threats  as  promises,  andy 
a)K>ve  all,  strietly  resolved  to  drink  nothing  but  water. 

*  One  day  that  she  particularly  pressed  me  to  renew  my 
former  'infamous '  course,  I  hastily  snatched  up  a  pair  of 
scissoris,  and'  clipped  off  my  hair,  saying,  ''  There  is  one  of 
my  flattered  ornaments  destroyed  ;  and  know,  that  if  nothing 
else  could  save  me,  I  would  make  myself  a  spectacle  of 
horror  and  disgust  sooner  than  I  would  ctgain  submit;  but 
that  is  not  necessary,  I  am  a  free  woinan.  If  your  conseience 
will  permit  you  to  swear  I  am  indebted  to  y6u,  do  so;  I 
9m  willing  to  go  to  prison ;  it  will  be  heaven  to  this  poUated 
house." 

""then  go  you  shall,*'  replied  she,  with  an  oath,  leaving 
the  apartment ;  and  next  morning  was  true  to  her  word,  for 
I  was  arrested  and  thrown  into  the  Fleet  pfision.  * 

'  I  bore  this  calamity  with  thankfulness,  as  it  removed  me 
from  such  a  scene  of  guilt.  Money  or  valuables  I  had  none, 
for  Uie  old  wretch  had  stopped  all,  and  I  must  have  perished 
hvii,  for  the  humanity  of  my  fellow-prisoneifs ;  the  virtuous 
part  of  whom,  however,  treated  me  distantly^  when  it  was 
known  from  what  house  I  came. 
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*I  had  hewBt  in^lliift  place  abo»t  feur  woilfts,^  niienaie 
sight  I  agaia' dreamed  of  my  moUier,  who  I  Ihoaght'niyi 
looked  -with  great  severity,  but  presented  me  with,  a  Bihb{ 
and  putting  it  in  my  hand  vaaishedb  I  imitiedkitely  aurMo^ 
and  determined,  as  soon  as  it  should  be  light,  to^sballDwr 
tiie. prison  imtil  I  had  bfnrrowed  a  Bible;  and  acc«tfdiaglyi4i| 
the  moniing  applied  io  several  of  the  pnaooerSibefsie  If«Mikl 
pvoeore  one^  and  whiefa  JL  atjeagtb  obtained  .fronx 'a.  potfr 
widow,  who  was  tponfined '  for  .tibe  fnneral  expenses  -of  W 
husband.  -    runu 

*  From  the  time  I  hh  lagkwood  to  tlie  present naomeiit  I 
had  never  opened^thait  Sacred  Volume,  whose  idootriaaii^nhsd 
learned  to  contemn,  and  whose .  precepto  I  had  .denikdiri*] 
now  seised  it  with  avidttj)r^  and  ran  to  my  omn  fspaa^mmk 
where,  biwing  seated  myself,  I  casually  opened  it'  ai-^ 
fifteenth  chapter  of  St.  Luke,  where  tiiese  .immediatedwbtds 
Qtruck  me  i-^'^  I  wiU  arise  a^ad'  ^  to. my  £atlier>  »aiid.i«ciU^  WjF 
unto'htm^  Fa<iier«  Lhawe  sinned  iagainat»HetfViHi,.<«nAriiefciK 
theei  and  am  namooce  worthy:  to  be  caHedthy  sdn.P-.i.    navtl 

*  For.  a  moment  the  book,  dropped  fromimy)JHiii4iir.biit 
anatchittg.  it  up  again  iaa  tcanspoft,  J  pressed  i^te  ijAy^Mflb 
tod  vowed^if  ever  in  my  power,  though  I  .ahoaldj'be^fMt 
way  home,  .to  eftiey  ^hat  I  regacded  as  a  sacred  ii^oaclitoi^fiH 
'  *  About  a  month  after  this,  as  I  was  rffji4ingt  ion«:  ot^iki 
nnhappy>girl8^:  who  resided. vitk. my  wicked  JWieditoi^iifstM 
to  inform  me  that  their  house  by  some  neglect  k^dftlikta 
fire  in  ihe  nighty  and  thstt  it4  vile  mi^resa  had-^befUi -so 
iieverely;buni*'thait  h^  life  was  despeuted  of;  .in  poimc^iiMfif 
o£. which. she  had  sent  .to..entijeat  the<  presentee, ^ of,  aiwtiffi 
with  whom,  for  many  years  before,  she  held  no  cowHtmaiflftf 
tioo, '  bang  as  respectable  a  character  as  iny  credil^.  m^  Ae 
revei^se.  .    •:  .;i  -  m 

'  This  relation^  howeyer,!  obeyed  the  summons,  as  tbe.gfit 
informed  me,  bidding  me  hope  the  best,  as6be.wa#.cer|<y|( 
I  should  not  long  remain  a  priaoner,T7-a  prediction  that  ym 
verified  that  very  dayrweek,  when  I  was  informed  an  eM/ei^y 
lady  inquired  for  me,  and  who,  on  my.  attending;  h^ 
announoed  herself  the  aister  of  my  creditor. — -r-"  You  arif 
free,"  said  she,  viewing  me  with  a  look  of  pity;  "l;to«f 
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diBcfitfged-jjroiir  prioon  dues^  kM  y^itave  at  liberty  lo  go 
itfhea  :yau.-pieftae;  the  inhftppy  woirta»K  i^t  whoae  suit  you 
,)mre  cowfioed,  is  dead^  m»d,  ha»  kft  10119  beir  to  whaA  iU- 
^oltea  weaUb  s^  posteflsed:  but,  aever  ^hsall  oiy .  ebildven 
•be<  €iili«faad ,  by  the  spoils  of  ^pcosl^itulion  ;  •  U.-  sliaU:  be  ex- 
fenitd  in  the  relief  of  those  wpefcc&ed  wiwuen.  te  vboi^ 
1IU9tfy»  sbe  Jbaa  «o:iaf9el3r  coalhboted.-^I  hi^vie^^.hdaard  your 
^iifaappyr«tory  )  aod  to  you,  as  a  pTopetelaiixiaot^  I  preseiftt 
ithe  ivst'-offern^,  aitreataag  you  .to  pray  .that  Heaveu  may 
{raat  her  that  mercy  i^e  deuied  to  you  J'  .  - 

1  ti^!  Abe^sfMihe  «be;gaif«  nte  a  paper  ^ontaioiiig  tureuty 
(fniiieas^  addm^«  ''Yonane^  I  liope^  ixcd/ia  the  jrefiolution 
that>vMfl«d  ;^oar  removal  httker^  And  shonld' you  wantra 
fiiMNi,.  apply  i»  me;  you  shaU  meet  everjrasisistaRce  in'  my 
^w«r."  ■      . 

'I'thtevrmyaelf  at^thefaet  of  this  geneHous  -wotoan^  thank- 
iqg  kera» usellad^my  emotion  would  permit;  and  wheh'Some- 
«^uit^efillllM9r  mmpilulatedtiay  intembs.  respeeting!  my  journey 
home,  and  adso  the  prevbus  events  of  m^  life.  > 
<  'Sh$-  did  not  listen  to  tbem  umnoTed ;.  and  when  I  con- 
ekidedy  «epKed,^ — *'  By  ^e  common  coxme  of  .iiatMine:  yoor 
'fclhtt'  .i»'  dead.  I  however  appbuid.  ypmr '^motives ;  htt 
shovMryttn  find  it  as  I  predict^  ami' eiromsstaneeA> render 
jMinl^  ineonveiHC«t,  Keturii  to  me;  I  km  uot^dehi  butcan^ 
With  the  exertion  of  your  own  indofilry/sceliTeybiL  from  want 

^-'She'sooft  afte^leftme,  ftving  me  her  addmss ;  ^nd  this 
woiHati,  mt  geaerous,  disbterested,  and  bumaftejl  w^s^simj^ 
thef  ifvife  of  a  linen-draper;  trat  whose  hunilde  itriptues- might 
hi^^gnified  a  eoronet;  ...:'..»  1       r 

'^On  her  departure,  after  returning  my  unfefgoied  thAtka 
to  the  fimer  whose  hand  had  led  me  through  this  afflic^oti, 
t'l^epared  to  depart,  oalliug  first  on  the  wid(^  of  whom  I 
hud' biirrbwed  the  Bible,  aiid  insisting  ^ni^ari&g  myplirse 
Wi^  her:  an  offe^  she  would  fain  have  deelined;  but  in 
ivkiehiwas  so  perBm'ptorythat  she  a#  length  aequi^seed; 
«ttd  I'  had  tlie  pleasure  tb  see  'her  compound  the  debt  with 
het  'creditor,  and  regain  her  Itb^irty  at  the  ^ame  time  with 
myself.  As  few  objects,  in  respect  >of  raiment,  could  be 
18  3  H 
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more  wretched  than  myself^  my  first  care  was  to  pai^clJAS^f 
change  of  linen;  and  the  gown  I  wore  on  my  r|^tiii3i,^:(jp 
Inglewood,  in  which  I  went  to  hid  adieu  to  my  bene&ctrc^ 
who  received  me  kindly,  and  would  willingly  have  advaiff;^ 
me  more  money ;  but  I  declined  it,  assuring  her  I  had  a  s^- 
fictency  to  carry  me  home.  ..^ 

*  From  her  I  wait  to  procure  a  place  in  one  of  the  Caijli^ 
coaches,  but  all  were  full ;  and  it  was  two  days  before  f^ 
were  to  set  off  again.  Disappointed  at  jthia  intd[ligenc<^^ 
took  a  place  in  one  that  was  on  the  point  of  departing.  ^ 
Grantham,  as  that  would  at  least  advance  me  above  a  h^i^- 

.  dred  miles  on  my  way.  The  money  paid,  I  entered  Ae 
vehicle,  my  whole  baggage  contained  in  a  ppcket  han4ke|ri^hi(^* 
M  had  but  one  fellow-traveller,  a  woman,  and  remain^ 
lost  in  thought,  revolving  on  the  reception  I  might  exp^ 
to  meet  at  Inglewood,  when  a  few  miles  beyond  Barne^J 
was  alarmed  by  the  cry  of  Stop;  fmd  a  moment  aftet^a 
horsenian  made  up  to  the  carriage,  presented  a  pistol,  and 
demanded  our  moiiey.  The  moon  shone  bright,  md  r^ 
fleeted  fiill  on  the  face  of  the  highwayman,  whom,  to  ^ 

Jaexpressible  terror,  I  recognised  to  be  Davis !— An  invol^- 
tary.  scream  escaped  me;  but  he  repeating  his  demand  vi^ 
execrations,  ^  and  my  companion  having  given  her  pursers  ^ 
also  pr€;sented  my  little  all,  which  he  snatched  fromjBg 
hand,  and  galloped  qff  full  speed. 
'  Though  deprived  of  the  means  by  which  I  meant  to  rjc^^f^ 

Ihome,  I,;  however,  could  not  avoid  looking  back  with,  thaiii- 

.  fulupss  to  the  Power  whq  had  awakened  me  to  a  sense  of  mpr 

.errors,  .'and  retraced  with  agony  the  effects  of  debauchei;y and 
sin,  my  heart  blessing  God  in  silent  adoration  fqr  ^^^^ 

.  separated  me  from  so  infamoua  a  companion^  and,  likewise 
that  J  was  unknown  to  him,  as  I  sat  io  the  corner  of,  the  <<9,9^ 

.  with  my  face  totally  concealed  b^  my  bonnet.  ,.{',/ 

*At  length  we,  arrived  ^t.Grantham»    where  l.hadji^t 

•  even,  the  means  to  procure  a  breakfast,  and. with  a  he)^ 
heart  leaving  the  coach,  my  little  bundle .  in  my  hajqid,.|I 
piirsuivg  my  way  on  fool;  contemplated  how  my  e^h^ted 
iiram^  could  ever^  reach  the  end  q£  my  journey,  wh)i^jtl^lf(l8 
yet  a  h«n4?ed,,w4,  seventy  miles.      Q^tenaiued,  ^ovfgjffsf, 
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^o'^piirt^tfere,   I  walked  lintif  eveniiig:,   when/ Beiing*alrti6^t 
^ficoi^ik  with  cold,  I  entered  a  cottage,  and  etitreat^d  a^sisifci^ 
'4,hce,  offering  the  contents  of  my  bundle  for  a  quarter  the 
^oney  it  had  cost  ine.    The  woman  of  the  hodse  refused 
niy  ttffer";  but,  bidding  me  draw  near,  stimed  up  the  iircf, 
and  soon  set  meat  before  me,  telUngme  I  w4i^  Vd6o^e,  anA 
Ifeit,  jioior  as  she  was;  she  wonfd  sooner  giie  than  take  from 
lttf&     tik  short,  this  good  creature  kept  nie  all  night ;  and  ini 
we  inbirning,'  before  my  departure,  gave  me  "A,  shiall  loaf,  a 
^ece  tif  baobii,  and  a  slice  of  cheese ;  bidding  me  farewelt  in 
ld*Mafan€fr  that  called  forth  my  warmest  gratitude. 
*ir  tf  I'ftfe  Vdatlier  was  hncommonly  severe,  and  during  the  fest 
bf  thfe  journey,  which  I  was  a  fortnight  in  performihg,  I  met 
^Mth'tiO' similar  instance  of  humanity ;  so  that,  though  I  sold 
^iky  i^w  trifles,  I  was  almost  perished  'with  hanger,  ks  well 
^as  overcome  with  cold  and  fatigue.     At  length  I'  reached 
*tei '  fentrance  of  the  Forest,  and  began  to  retrace  the  happy 
4iaunts  of  my  youth  and  innocence;  but  my  heart  sunk  with 
c6n^dousi  guilt,    and    I  dreaded  to  stand    in  the  pr^seAce 
''of  iany  of  tny  family.    My  father  I  represented   to  myself 
"is  deaxl,  and  feared  the  reproaches  of  my  brother.    I  had 
^^iatefi  nothing  all  that  day,  arid  it  wag  night  when  ^reached 
^hi  tieighbourhood  of  my  nativity;  the  snow  top  began  io 
'^1  %  such  quanttties  thai  the  face  of  the  earth  was  covered; 
and  it  was  with  much  difficulty,'  as  I  passed  the  churchy 
^^IfaV  1  cbiild  find  the  spot  where  our  family  are  buried  ^ 
nor   should  t  but  for  the  old  yew-tree  that  distinguished 
^.   '  Cpticluding  that  fhe  grave  of  my  mother  was  riot  'far 
^^^f^tarit,   I  knelt  and  prayed  aloud,  regardlfess  of  the  time 
q&V 'die  weather  that  had  drenched  my  garments.  Until  I  wa« 
^ikfiSibst!  unabk  to  rise.      At  length  the  chtir^^h  clock  stru<5k 
^ii';  and  again  entreating  the  protection  and  support  of  Hea- 
ven in  the  arduous  scene  I  had  to  undergo,  I  resumed  my 
■'Vay ;  but  exhausted  with  fatigue,  and  cramped  with  cold,  my 
^'Ainibs  refused  their  office,  and  I  fell  several  limes  in  my  road 
from  the  church  home. 

^'^   *  When  1  reached  the  gate^  how  can*  1  describe  my  sfcn- 

^atibnB !    In  spite  of  the  cold,  that  had  neariy  ^zen  my 

Wfdi,  a  genial  warmth  for  a  moment  seemed  to*  revive  my 
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heurt ;  and  I  can  truly -declare  I  entered  it  wHh  niore  f>leasu»e 
than  I  had  before  abandoned  it;  but  soon  again  toy  s}^ 
forsook  me :  I  contemplated  the  dire  effects  of  my  etpmtr; 
and  my  heart^failed.  The  house  was.  all  dark  and  filM^^ 
nor  for  worlds  could  I  have  assumed  the  courage  :to  ioMk, 
I  stood  trembling'  with  dread'  and  irresol^tionr  nM  Hiy 
wearied  limbs  would  no  longer  supporl;  me ;  when,  makingt 
last  effort,  I  determined  to  crawl  to  the  weopd^hbu^t;  wA 
there  said,  "  If  I  die  before  morning,  I  shall  at  Ijeast  have  the 
satisfaction  of  resigning  my  spirit  near  the  .happy  idhr^D| 
where  I  received  it.*'  ^.  '    •^.    «     . .    ; 

<  Thus  determined  I  wtched  the  shed^  but  tftupe"  Bim 
jbst  all  remembrance.  A  heavy  sleepiness;  a(^>eared  'to  dp^ 
press  me ;  but  I  ftlt  no  pain,  nor  knew  ^y  thing  itfore^  ii^Hi, 
blessed  mQment!  I  found  myself  odce  agahi  in*  lay^Bllhw'i 
house,  with  an  affectioi|ate  and  merciful  brother  haosiig 
pver  me. 

'  Oh,  William,  may  this  act  of  tenderness  and  hu^inlty 
b^pewarded  !  May  thy  children  be  the.  i^eky  of  thy  presefii 
day,  and  the  Uessing  of  thy  old  age  !  IM^y  they  nefSer^ca^ 
a  frown i^pn  thy  brow,  nor  a  blush  on  their  mothers  cheek! 
May  they  grow  up  examples  of  virtue  and  innocence,  'worthy 
p>  live,  and  not  afraid  to  die!  May  thy  unhappy  sister  Ik 
fkt  last,  as  she  is  the  first,  disgrace  to  her  fomily  I  and  with 
}ier  death,  may  both  her  errors  and  her  $ortows  be  forgotten  I 

*  Oh,  my  beloved  friends,  I  have  hMt  little  more  to  add ! 
I  feel  the  band  of  death  is  oa  me ;  and  my  short  day  of 
vanity  is  terminating  with  a  long  and  gloomy  night!  Oh, 
pray  for  me,  my  brother, — nay  sister^  pray  for  pie!  J^t 
yoiir  pure  souls  intercede  for  the  wretched  £mma,~^fi[eavea 
4s  never  deaf  to  the  prayers  of  the  virtuous;  and  will  beirto 
tOt  ypn^  Akongh  its  gates  of  mercy  should  be  barred^  agaMt 
lay  .petition^  I .  .Fray  too  &r  ithe  {ost»  unhappy,  mbm^P*^^ 
Edwin!  .       .    i,. 

'  Oh,  nty  father,  I  cannot '  close  without  imploring  a  blessr 
ing  on  your  venerable  head  \ — Though  it  passes  my  [kiQawl 
lips,  Ob,  lei  it  be  heard  atrthe  Throne  of  Mercy!  uAi'Vikjf 


Ihe^ta^ifS  you  liftrVe  ahed  £oi  your  uofaappy  ciiilfi  b/e  t^  last 
|b9i^:.ev€^r  may  yvet  your  qheek!-^J[ay  blessings .  multi^y 
^ound  you,  until  the  hour  you  shall  be  called  to  aji^ppy 
etevuity ! — But,  Oh,  there,  my  beloved  pareot,'  must  th^ 
ilretiehed  Emma  be  for  ever  shut  out  !^  Oh,  mer^yi  merey4 
Methbius  ,a*tr0ittieiidoits  mce  sounds  m  iny.earfil» .  'S  Qo,  .thoi; 
fc^ui^lir  Ah!  no,  iiiy  father,  you  sm^  itvWf^. s^nfol  rt^ 
4espiur  {  I  wUl  go  pjay,  aud  eudcavoiir  tp.  hope !  •    .      ,        « 

:  ^Afiother  day  do  I  behold  the  glo;:ious  sun,t*^aiiother  dQ,j 
fB  given  me  for  repentance !  Merciful  God^  I  thank  tWee ! 
femsetlittg  MfhispersL  ime,  that  1 1|^  but  fe^  moro  lemam^ 
i^lg.  nO%  that  I  bad  prpfite^  of .  the  piauy  I  have  tbrowii 
i^^y  I'-TAVk^l  my  eyes  grow  diui,  and  weakness  pervades 
jftk^,  whole  fcame !  Perhaps,  it  is  the  last  time  I  may  be 
aJbsle  to  hold  the  pen ;  if  so,  heaven  have  mercy  ou  me, ,  and 
bless  my  dear  friends  V  -         <.     . 

:  Thus  ^nde4  the  narrative  of  the  uuliappy  Em^ 
tiwi,  Mrbich  Fmnf  and  Wjailiam  i)e(Jeiwre(J  -vqjll^ 
jfflfeir  tears/:  At  length  they  retired  to  restj 
^6cki^d  at  what  they  had  read,  iti^d.  determine^i 
fl4  mU  eventsi,  tojjoijceal  it  froin  their  parents,,    > 


ti*  i'  ','  i 
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CTijij  tlie  following  morning,  wheii  the  family  met 
a^tj ,  t>reakfast,  the  maternal  eye  of  Fanny  fixing 
,©apt  her  eldest  son,  read  an  uncommon  anxiety  in 
?h»  features,  and  immediately  inquired  the' cause ; 
which,  however,  Reuben  passed  off  as  a  tri0ing 
Juadisposition ;  andx  soon  after  ac.companied  hi§ 
father  to  a  neighbouring  village,  where  some 
lousiness  called  him. 
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*  What  is  the  matter,  my  son  ?•  said  WilRaM/Itt 
his  way  thither.  *  I  see  with  concern  that  y6ar 
health  declines,  your  usual  spirits  are  fled,  and 
some  concealed  uneasiness  appears  to  prey  on 
your  mind.  I  had  flattered  myself,  that  iii  a 
family  so  affectionate  as  ours,  one  would  riot 
have  had  a  thought  necessary  to  conceal  from 
the  whole.' 

*  Nor  have  1,  my  dear  father,*  replied  Reuben. 
*  I  am  uneasy  almost  without  knowing  why  ^  and 
frequently,  even  myself,  endeavour  to  accoiihl^flJ^ 
the  melancholy  that  overpowers  me.  I  d^n  tftffjf 
say,  that  was  the  whole  world  laid  before  tiife) 
and  I  had  the  choice  of  my  state,  I  would  'ii6f 
change  my  present  one.  It  is  true,  I  wi^h  thaii 
Anna  was  not  in  that  hateful  London.  Do  ybti 
not  think  it  strange,  my  dear  father,  that  the 
post  brought  us  no  letters  last  night?'  '  •'^''*'* 
/  ^Rather  so;  but  we  can  have  no  fears ibi^fie^ 
safety; — npxt  post  we  shall  doubtless  healP'c/f 
her.  Mrs.  Palmer  is,  perhaps,  returned  tb  Lon- 
don ;  and  they  may  be  on  the  point  of  ^et^f 
out  for  Inglewood.' 

*  May  they  never  s^gain  leave  it!'  replied  Ifteu- 
'  ben,  warmly.     *  Surrounded  by  my  family,  I* feel 

myself  the  most  blessed  of  human  beings,— n^t  dii 
individual  in  it  but  what  seems  necessary  tci  iny 
happiness ;  but  deprive  me  of  one,  and  my  h^'afrt 
IS  coltj  ;  and  though  I  accuse  myself  contiriualiy 
with  ingratitude  to  the  rest,  yet  were  my  Kffi  at 
stake  I  cannot  banish  it.'  ' ' ' ' 

More  conversation  of  the  same  sort  passed  ftifr- 
tween  the  father  and  son ;  but  all  of  which' tfeiidefl 
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^w^rd^  confirming  the  former  that  the  latter  had 
coaceived  an  affection  for  Anna ;  which,  however 
it  might  be  restrained  within  the  bounds  of  rea- 
son, would  nevertheless  embitter  the  peace  of  his 
fiiture  life.  On  their  return  home,  William  find- 
ing, HO  one  present  but  Godwin,  Bernard,  and 
F^nny,  began  a  conversation  on  the  subject; 
giving  his  opinion  respecting  the  uneasiness  of 
his  son,  and  asking  their  joint  advice. 

*  Were  it  not,'  said  he,  *  foi*  the  unhappy  ex- 
amples we  have  had  in  our  own  family,  of  the 
efiects  of  trusting  youth  in  targe  towns,  I  should 
think  of  placing  Keuben  where  he  might  study 
some  profession  which  might  divert  his  mind 
from  this  unhappy  inclination ;  as  law,  physic,  or 
divinity.' 

*  Naj,'  interrupted  Bernard,  *  for  his  souFs 
fiake,  never  make,  the  boy  a  lawyer :  it  would  be 
a  wicked  action ;  and  you  would  have  it  here* 
after  to  ajjswer  for.' 

*  Why,  surely,  my  dear  father,'  replied ; Williaqi, 
with  a  smile,  *  you  would  not  infer  that  all  law- 
yers are  wicked?  Doubtless,  there  are  many 
virtuous.' 

*  Like  enough,'  answered  Bernard ;  *  but  they 
fteyer  came  within  the  scope  of  my  knowledge.' 

/Indeed,  my  dear  father,'  returned  William, 
{yw  are  wrong  to  condemn  a  whole  body  of  men 
for  the  errors  of  a  part.  .Believe  me,  there  are 
fuaiiy  worthy  pillars  of  the  law,  whose  merits  ex- 
ceed all  praise ;  and  that,  written  ia  the  hearts  of 
tl^if  countrymen,  will  be  transmitted  from  g^ne** 
T^on  to  gieneration,  though  writing  should, be 
prohiUted^  and  printing  destroyed.' 
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'  *I  loiock  tiiider/ cried  Bernani. . 
health  af.  ^  su^h  in  a  bumper;    and  ia. jtf^ 
jcmrney  through  life,  may  they  nttvet  mee^  ^W- 
that  feyjeres  and  honours  theok  lesstt^au  ,l^o! 
Let  the  boy  be  ^a  lawyer  thea;  £or  as  ,^q  a  fg^^ 
son,  bis  &ce.  h^  not  the  right  cut^  andL  .yifff^ 

never  do  for  a  pulpit*'  j^  j_ 

*  *'Aijdwhyy'  inquired  old  Godwin,  'shduld^^ 
think  sof  .  ;  ;  ^  ^^  ^^ 
-  ^Why?-^why,  because  he  Idoi^  too l.^i^njl^ 
The  ^  dog  too^ha»  a  sly  iook..  A  pars^'if  i^ 
ihould  be  like  a. standing  pool,  iin]:uffl^|j  :^^ 
any  breeze,  excbptwheait "  creams  am}  m^t^ 
with  the  prospect  d£  a  good  fat  li?ing4  ^^^^ 
1  do  not  diiidc  the  boy  would,  like  to  be  a,  pa||^9n*' 

*  Perhaps  not,'  answered  William.     *  ]3i^,:i!^ 
sjayrypu^o  phyfeiql  or  xather  surgery  ?  y. 

^; .  sWliy,thio«e  will  never  do,'  relumed  .B^r 

*  A  fine  swrgeoB..  truly !  ^  Why  he  cannot^., 
old  hen.  Oh,  he  would  cut  a  sorry, Agarel  ^^ 
surgeon !  Then  for  your  physic :  it  woukifoii^k 
b^  a  s^i  tod  a^hafiaefor  sueh:a  ^ttong  faaoi^iMpie 
feUaw  as  Reuben  to  waste  his  time  in  listc^tuo^tf 
the  complaiats  of  old  women,  (for  whoMkb^^ 
^'puld  be ;  fool  icnough.  to  trust  him  wilJ^^|^ 
young  \ones;}  spreading  of  ..plasterff>  rallj^^jj^ 
.pilk,  or  making  drenches  thai  ^ould  poi^jp^^ 
hovBel  Beside  he  woi;ld  have  fko  lmspic«^^|^ 
thecDuntvy  :<  faemust^  g*o^  to  London;  and  Iter^ 
we  should  losfe  hip^  for  good/   .  ,  ; .  »- 

. .  *  If  he  mu^t  beia^pirofessson,'  said  tbr^c)!^  %^ 
^iti,  ^I  m9^  eo]^f€Ss  I  see. none  es^th^^  ^^.^ 
church ;  for  what  man  so  truly  respectabfe  Wjti^e 
worthy  minister  of  hia  C^e|Ux>r  ?t--*ih6;Qi^ni^      of 
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tfce  afflicted,— -the  reprover  ot  the  wicked,-~tbe 
protectbr  of  the  widow,— the  father  of  the  orphan, 
•-and  the  friend  of  sail  mankind !' 

*Bttt  where  will  you  find  him?'  answered  Ber-^ 
aaiid,  drily.  *  1  never  heard  much  of  our  parson'^ 
comforting  the  afflicted ;  then  for  reproving  the 
wicked,  I  suppose  it  is  for  that  purpose  he  gets 
Ati^k  foitr  times  a  week  with  Squire  Joice ;  and 
as  for  protecting  widows,  and  being  a  fother  t<4 
orphans, — who  helped  the  poor  old  widow  and 
h^  children  at  the  miil  ?  Not  the  parson  I  trow. 
Kay,  never  frown,  I  have  let  the  cat  out  of  the. 
bag  undesignedly;  but  the  widows'  prayers  and 
flie  chHdren's  blessings ' 

*  W^  will  change  the  discourse,  il  you  please,* 
mtermpted  Godwin,  gravely. 

*Ay,  ay,'  answered  Bernard,  *yo«  rniiiy  hid6 
your  light  under  a  bushel;  but  it  will  burn 
tKrough  and  blaze  out.  Ho^ev«*,  I  mean  itto 
^ence )  so  let  us,  as  you  say,  change  the  subject: 
f  vote  for  the  law.^ 

^  Nay,'  answered  William,  *if  we  find  ifrabso^ 
hiis^f  necessary,  Reuben  muist  determine  for  him- 
%df.  Were  it  not  for  this  unhappy  prepossession^ 
tte  atocation  of  his  father  is  what  I  would  have 
&kon€ik  for  him:— the  profession  of  man,  in  the 
tuivitiated  state  of  nature,  who  reaps  what  he 
*oWs,  and  feels  the  power  of  his  Creator  in  every 
irtbd  that  blows,  and  his  providence  in  the  glori- 
ous sun-shine.  But  why  aire  yxm  silent,  my  love  f 
Continued  William,  addressing  hi^  wife.  *  Your 
tfemhseis  ever  better  my  opmion,  and  are  desirable 
to  us  all.' 

^My  advice  then,*  replied  Fanny,  *is  thait  yotf 
3i 
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^iuk  no,, more  of  a  cban^  for  Bedbeil^  W« 
)(;pow  hipa  now  strictly- wtuoas,  and  alLiow 
hearts  can  wisti;  but  who'  could  answer  for  his 
stability  at  so  early  an  age,  were  he  thrown  iinte 
pUiiru^  md  dangi^rons  situations  ?  Let  hiiDtthen 
remain, at,  horn?  a  farmer^  like  hk  father.  ;  GKrii^ 
may,  perhaps.;  remove  this  partiality  for  AosKat^iii 
it  is  so ;  bat  should  it  not,  and  we  find>  it  mnhtaU 
we  are  not  without  resource/  -».  1 1  »lfl 

*  Name  it,'  returned  William.  j  .  /i  .i  w 

'  Bid  defiance  to  censure,  which  can  iiever(Wi« 
jurens,  decl^irethe  truth,  and  unite  them^'  vepiifsdt 
Fanny*  '  Think  you  not,  that  could  my  .bdioteii 
sister  look  from  her  seat  of  blessedness,  she  woqitl 
sa^  ^  I  do  ?  for  can  you  s«^p(^e  she^w^uld  doem! 
the  son  of  my  bosom,  and  the  child  who  ba6>€est^ 
her  so  d^ar^  to  misery  ]  Surely  not ;  my  Agnw: 
h^d  aspul  superior,— she  would  have  stepped  iOilcr» 
^uch  nan'ow  bounds,  joined  their  hands>  andf^ftMTi 
theii:  l^appiness^  hauvebeen  regardleas{of  theinger 
of  Calumny,  if  any  sucJi  could,  point  at  so  geattet 
add,  I  will  add,  so  innoceiii  a  victim.'  r  *  4iw/ 
.  VFirst  of  women!'  exclaimed  William^  *botf 
tridy  might  I  say  thy  counsels  ever  b^tered  iigr 
opinipnl  The  disgrace  wou^l  indeed .faU.iWhcfip 
it  is  most  due,— on  my  unhappy  brother  5  i^bwij' 
in  all  probability,  it  would  never  reach*  But^wMat 
say  oiir  parent^  ?  Thf^r  advice  shaU  deteamniit  us^V 
.  *  My  brother  Bernard  s  opinion  shall  be  jmi^V 
replied  Godwin.  :  /  Asrthe  most  injured  pentdiQ^ 
he  shall  decide'  .;  ^f.sfil  W 

,  *\¥ell  th^,'  sajd  Bernard,  ^Lcoincid^r^tWt^ 
Fanny;  for  what  qould  give  us^  mot e\pl6^i)9 
than  joiuj^g  theJm^  of  .tlutt  good  JbiOy  ^Jear 
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giU :  I  am  sure  it  would  leave  me  nothing  t6 
vmh'foT  on  earth ;  and  co^ld  mf  pooi*  I<!)st  chilci 
rifite  fitom  her  grave,  I  am  ^dftvinced  ishe  would 
applmdit.^  * 

it-nAnd  forme/  added  Godwin; « I  truly  <?onfe$^ 
ifknbw  no  event  that  could  coirfbr  equal  satii«?fa:c'- 
tion  on  me  as  thiat  of  seemg  the  cMld'df  otrr  deaf* 
afad  lamented  Agnes  united  for  life  to  our  worthy* 
Reuben.  Notwithstanding  all  the  pretfautions 
we  have  taken,  I  bate  frequently  dre&.ded, '  lest 
sMie  unforeseen  accident  should  discover  her 
birth  to  her  unworthy  father,  if  he  yet  survives,' 
dnd  Aiiat  he  should  claim  her  from  us.  By  thi^ 
i^Mp  she  would  be  secure  for  life;  and  safe  in  the 
bosom  of  Truth  and  Affection.  But,  my  ehildren^j 
the^is<»cui*rence  of  Mrs,  Palmer  is  also  neces- 
swy,  and  should  guide  us  all:  she  has  in  our' 
oeilamities  been  -  a  true  friend^  and  Anna  is 
peculiarly  hers. ' 

^f^Jfor^oold  I  advance  a  single  step  without' 
hdr^adviee,^  replied  William.  *  On  her  return  we 
will  resume  the  business,  and  endeavour  to  dfis- 
cover  wliether  Annans  affections  are  in  unison 
wMi  Reuben's ;  if  they  are,  with  our  good  friend^s 
sqopqrtAation,  we  will  then  bid  defiance  to  all  but' 
theffihappiness.  -    . 

i^fieilb^^  and  Edward  at  that  moment  enter-' 
ingi  the  conversation  gave  way  to  more  general* 
subjei^^  ■ 

iThe^day  following  wai9  the  return  of  the  post. 
William  had  his  eyes  on  his  son,  who  could  not 
settle  to  any  business ;  but  ten  times  in  each  hour 
walked  to  the  gate,  listening  to  every  noise.  At 
longth'the  sound  of  the  horn  struck  his  ear ;  and,' 


}rilk  the  apndiirf  ligfateing,  {jEercudi^i  te^wfsel 
the  "Vf^oomei  pontmuif  who  pc^ented  4>iett0B^ 
directed  in  an  unkoown  4sanid^  to^  kw  &dMXilI^Jta 
imutedl  trfipidatiim  sisized  his  wfaofe  fraoieqf  ^liv 
.a!m6iBemt;hii;'hMri  qbbmA  tBimat;  .bip(r>^ieibad, 
4ta.  mdtioiL  nkthn^Btd  nvitk.  redoiMedt^fiolfifidi. 
Btstemag  to.kiis  fttdiar  he  praseated  fte^lettar  ii| 
«ilfeitoer  ^idng'his  e7«B  onbisiaeey  418  tlJai^Jip 
would  read  the  conteats  there;  hut  thougbithte 
were-KOjb  disoemibk,  the  eflS^  tfaey  pwv^Ghfced 
plainly  eWnned  fiomething  mora  tiiaoi  ^^Qtoaifft; 
for  the  dufih  of  health  gave  pk^ci&.'to  A  ^4tlffa 
'pal^nesB^  an  nntisiial  gravitjr  at  tha  9atti)d<^tiiBe 
overspreading    his   whole  comkeifMK^*    ^^ 
Heaven's  sake,  jny  dear  fether^'  eatclaimed^lWt- 
hea^ '  speadcl    Pardon  my  inipati^ce»*-^ydii'Jui«pi 
snrely  received  sonie  disaiilrQtts  newiai*    ^ayi  wh^^ 
ol  Anoal    I  am  snre  it  conceinsker.'     ^    .:iqo 

'  Atinais  not  in  pei^ct  health/  rq^ied.^fliwia|> 
widmsikLucheotnpDsureasheeoold  aaamiai)  /^We 
'wili  goto  licmdon^f  and  bring/ Iprhi€8ge<'^i(itk/ii«l 

Reuben  for  a  nioiQentmade  liQreply^ 'Uf^tft 
lengtii  j^Kelaiihad^  ^Qh,  my  beloved  AomalJ  my 
lieart  sunk  at  thy  dapattnte,  ^nd  too  ttobf  fdie^ 
bo^ed  t^t  I  ^oiild  never  se^  thee  moKfil'    •  ^^ 

^  It  would  better  become  us  as'insnt  HbmhgSk; 
replied  ]m  fiither^^to  coitsidei^bow  weji^^jps^- 
en  this  newi  to^  yoi|r  modier  and:  oiir  vgi^  par 
Yents,  than  give  wuy  to  anguish  that  memly^iii- 
teresta  xmiaelvesv.  Wt  pr^wr^,.  we  wiU^idepirt 
tius  ttight)  foi^-tiie  iq^Mer  of  the  mtekU^n««  yet 
jnor^  aiam^one  tMan  hei^isiclciiem/  ^^  >lo  v^  ii^ 
.  He:tiieqi^giftvebiAwn<thel€ttc9^^i^^ 
nlwuredoiddfd  by  the  ^uaeii    WlyS#^li»ivMa 
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tipieiitiilg  Ihb  smrpriae  st  tibe  eontrata^  fidwai*d 
eatemd;  and  wausr  immediatdy  infonied;  of  the 
MeiligMatce hk fothw^hadreccwed.  -, Amtmn^wtXh 
«tt<^  Im^  laittmtod  m  £»leimid'BiK«kBDu 

^^ibf^^eNetj  hadna  toMaeFlooiKiikdidt'idMSf/kfkter 
.tMtitaiiodd  exdftii&tkiii/escayfiditkim  ^ilH^it-n- 
iit  inr^'Mk^  iFitsmoiaris's  haoidj' :  iriaid  Iwin  ^1% 
^iMie^Sdkbaisadanxifid  £(ir^o^  ambthp 

b^difiiMp  viiat  raadon  should  yon  aqpfMiee  bc^T 
^iityAmbWiUimn^    .^  How  is  it  pqsiftibie^ouithQidd 
fiMb&bb^  to  ascertain  the  youi^  kdj's  hand  t     ^ 
jfni^l^j^dlfaingqiore  easy/  i^epjiad  he,  prod<idttg  his 
jjKlcket^MQk^  and  drawing  {eaAh  a^letteri  ^Sae^ 

llJbdte  te^whatshe  wrote  ccmcerning  the  slaves;  cMi- 
t|mtei&is^m,  and  yon  wili  find  die  diaractws  a^ee.' 
iiiiiWim^sn  d^  ^^;  and  WHS  ^entirely  iof  his' snn'^ 

opinion*  Thien  infermii^  him  erf  their  iiiidfifeided 
.IMitiey,  ■  was  ^  putting  np  boA  latere :  *;  TiSton^ — 
^jW^ha96  latot  returned  ray  letter,  fefebfer/  hesifet^d 

^di^iii^/;  ^and  iiiay,  perhafts^hi^eit^out  &f  ^a«r 
ifdoKet/,'     ....  -  --•  '  -I 

'(mWitiitamihus  reminded,  gaveit  bach  A^  hte  S0tt» 
'Whbsi^tfaceatthemonientwaacovered  ^thabnm- 

log  critBaon«  f  And  may  not  I  aJso  acrompatiy^^yQtu 
jae^d^aar  father?'  said  he.    ^My  heai^  is  ankions 

Sax^jmy  sister;  alid  I  may  be  o£  som^  service.' 
'si^jf'^QXk  will  be  mo»fc;so,  my  son,  by  using  every 
-»eeMiin  your  pc>w^i;di»ring  .my  absence*  toaiq^* 
jfMffithespirito  of  onr^ed  |>ar€Knttii  ^ndyoilr  diear 
tn|othai^td:wiio8j.I  am  eabg  to  disi^  di$a- 

greeahlebusineaa;ishailLiheni^aKlv«(thii^ 
{i^Esdbrai^jQbndefio^imiTertmt^^^^^ 
^j^iiMlliiytelyrfoU^^  t^l^i^tikefMiiily 
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The  intelligence^  though  comniuniqat<^  r||fjtlr 
every  caution  that  tenderness  could  sq^i^,  fg^) 
heavy  on  all.  Even  Fanny's  usual  ,pr^esf^i>p^r^ 
mind  forsook  her;  and  she  lament^ ,>vij^^^^ 
guish  the  situation  of  Anna.  f     .,,,.(1^ 

*  Oh,  fly,  my  beloved  husband !'  criedjShi^f^*|^ 
to  the  darling  of  my  heart  1  Oh,  gracipus  J^,5«^^'v 
spare  all  that  is  left  me  of  my  dear. — -rrj^rJ^^^f^ 
her  to  my  maternal  ai*ms,  —or  never,  .neyejfrVjiq^^, 
soul  know  peace  I  Where,  at  this  di^astjrfa9>jqf|o- 
ment,  is  our  best  friend?— where  is  Mrs  P?^iiiej;,l^„ 

*  By  this  time  she  is  doubtless  with  her^'.rppjjp^ 
William,  *  Cheer,  my  love,  or  indeed  I  ,c;ai^p^; 
leave  you.  The  next  post  will,  I  trust,  bd^  JQ^;, 
good  news.'  .  ....q 

Every  thing  being  ready,  William  and  his:$l9^j, 
soon  after  departed,  on  their  own  horses.  for^|)^.) 
first  stage,  ai^d  on  hifed  ones  the  rem^tidei;  Q^j%^ 
journey.  ,,  l,;,ij 

•       ■■^<  ma{ 

.     „  ■    ■„      I       .,.'1  ,    ,' .  apBgasgagteggya^ftem    JA  'u^m 
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Though  the  letter  which  Editha  had  vyi^tt^^^ 
William  Godwin  had  reached  him,  yetth?^d%d 
signed  for  Mrs.  Palmer  had  failed,*^ii^  ^^l^mjRr 
addressed  to  her  at  Bath,  and  that  hidy  ,Yi^fQ^>\ 
moved  to  Bristol.  Her  father  bdbg  tlbgHfiite^il 
with  the  former  place  after  a  week's,  x^si^^ma? 
had  insisted  on  repairing  to  the  latte^;  whi:()h  bgtl 
reached  in  so  weak  and  exhausted  a  state,  Mijte- 
make  it  apprehended  that  he  would  havc^expii^d/ . 
on  the  road*     ,  ,  ,-  it -v   ^k^ 
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''^HJtife  arrival,  be  found  himself  so  much  worse, 
tllat,  inwaiing  as  he  was  to  acknowledge  it,  he 
declared  it  was  fruitless  to  attempt  any  longer  to 
flj^froni  death ;  and  accordingly  began  to  bustle 
about  the  mighty  work  of  repentance,  being 
dfetennmed  to  rub  out  the  accumulating  sins  of 
foiii*scorc!  atid  seven  years  between  £he  rising  and 
g^lh^  down  of  the  sun ;  for  he  survived  but  little 
B^fciiWtH^n  that  time  after  his  arrival! 

'ftfirs;  Palmer  left  no  duty  unperformed  while  he 
waJ living,  nor  yet  after  his  decease;  for  finding 
by  hiiiwiU  that  he  desired  she  would  see  him  laid 
id  the  vault  of  his  ancestors,  she  determined  to 
obey  hitn.  To  his  wife  he  had  left  five  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  and  the  bulk  of  his  fortune  to  lus 
dan^iter ;  to  whom  this  acquisition  was,  until 
lately,  totally  imexpected. 

'The  second  day  after  his  death,  Mrs.  Palmer 
had  written  to  Anna,  signifying  the  event  that 
had  taken  place;  also  her  intention  of  accompany- 
ing the  body  to  Derbyshire,  desiring"  her  not  to 
write,  as  she  should  have  left  Bristol ;  and  that 
immediately  after  the  funeral,  she  would  return 
to  town  post,~expressed  the  sorrow  she  felt  at 
Mifei'Fitzmorrifi'sillness,  (Anna's  letter  respecting 
her^h^ng  reached  Mrs.  Palmer  the  day  before 
she  left  Bath,)  declaring  her  obligations  to  Mr. 
Fifezfrnom^  hoping  that  gentleman  would  permit 
his  'daughter  to  accompany  them  the  ensuing 
swiavher ;  desired  her  not  to  inform  her  parents  of 
IVfeps.  Fitzmorris-s  illness,  as  it  would  give,  them 
uBfi^eees^ry  uneasiness ;  and,  finally,  she  con- 
ceded the  whole  by  saying,  she  expected  to 
embrace  her  in  a  fortnight  at  farthest.    -  ^ 
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This  letter  reached  Anna ;  biit  li6(^uiitfiPiiiltt»k 
had  been  perused  by  Fitzmoriis,  w^hBiibi^ill^ 
tisfaction  to  find,  that,  ib  all  probabrUtf,  Ih&lfli^ 
W^  safe  for  a  fortnig^ht ;  doriixg  vthMk^tat^/iihe 
iBeiermined^  to  give  np^  Anna,  hei*  hecdtlC^tiMl 
be  enrtirely  r^iestabli^ihed ;  or  if^  on  the  tbtatn% 
he  adopted  other  measures,  he  would  :hiivi6<lillll 
to  execute  any  tilling  Ibe  m%ht  resolve  hth  ^^^ 
;  Itbis  letter  arrived  on  the  sixth  dayai]|^fid}dli% 
rebdval,  and  When  Anna  was  suflSfefetiflytfec*^ 
vered  to  leiive  her  bed.      '  ^^  '  '^-^-^  ^^^^ 

Prevrbus  to  this  event  Rtzmorris  harf^  n^i» 
trudied  his  presence  on  Anna ;  but  now^yMM^ 
Mrs.  Palmer,  and  apprised  that  HertieSiilk'^ 
almost  restored,  his  usual  spirits  returned,  ittdldi 
detamiiied  to  lo^  no  tiine»  but  to  pi^ess"  }^  toit 
with  all  the  earnestness  he  was  mastfif  cf,'  add'ihh 
tiinfingly  iaent  his  cbmplimcittts,  and  ett^hefSi^ 
fav4>ur  of  personally  inquiring  aft^%^^^K€^i 
AtOkkj  who  felt  a  repugnance  she  aci^ded^li^df 
^tK  ibr  Fitsmorris;  returned  to  Ais  timSl^mk 
obligiiig  answer,  determined,  as  her  heial^  iMHW 
much  restored,  to  entrettt  she  might  bg  pdV^Uto^t 
to  ^o  to  HditKa,  whbm^  shfe  longed  U6''qti»iB<fii 
ie^pecling  her  writiMg  Vo  her  parent^ ;  aiitt^fHte. 
Palmer,  as  she  cpUld  not  conceife  ifrli^^ilP«iil 
been  done  privately,  ti^uly  sumtisiii^^'b^^fll^W* 
moval  of  the  lafet'nieationed,  thkttheFeilttr^lt^ 
had  failed.  :  /  - ;   ^  ^^^^^i^^nA. 

On  Fit^knorris^s  entrsoi^e  be  %as  BtrutfcliWw 
the  alteration  his  diabolical  arts  had  t^adfe^^ft" 
beautiful  face;  butj  nevertUdess,  compliliinted 
hejf  on  her  recbvei^y,  ekpressittg  Bi'^  tilih^^fSt 

first  Had  ocoasibned  hiin>  tli^hcnhehishe^/^iimil^ 

Ml 
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nwtBiofifi  into  h^  apartmeaat^jmd^^^^i^^  "^^ 
meU^tbt^^nnblied  curiosity,  if  tfcis  w^s  a  ^rat  at* 
tift|,u4$r  whether  she  was  subj^c^  to^  fits.        • 
iffiNey^lv'  ire{^))6d  Anna;  fa^dj  tmeit  1^  Beyer 
Ill»il7a^ip^  {  Tb^  wme  I  ijraafc  ^  ^VW  ^^ 
jpsiot^FJl]? disagreeable  to  ivfo;  ,aii4,to  ttj^ftt  I  at* 

FitzqpHHrrisb'  yexed  to,  fijy^A  t|i^  ^.  ^fi}l  perse- 
yat^>t|i-^tbiB  real  capse,  ^adeayqured.^l  he  omlii 
l^^veit.tlptaitopmion,  whieh  Aula's  timidity  414 
fiot  suffer  her  to  persist  iu;  but  tun^iii^'the  dis- 
4^):3||ti^.£dithaaiM}  her  auat,  desir^  to  berin- 
|pxfn^..re»p6ctii^  the  health  of  the  latter,  and 
4vtieU}^  she  might  now  be  permitted  torsee  her 
M^ffl^j   -,  •  >..  /-  ^ 

iiu^  to  ^irter'si  health  is  still  yay  precaripu^/  re- 
||i}^f*ite0Mirris ;  **  and  for  »y  daughter^  W.^^-fe^ 
^3l4l.^*«U  be  happy  to  pps^ut  h^riq  jy  Wv  for 
iift^^Hll/JangerwiU  heo\er:  ,  1^^,  .  t  r  V 
'flst^ft  sigb^-  *  I  thought,  Sir^ ;  ^^]p)^ed  Jshe, 
JPl^J?!^  gi^^ness,  '  that  fit^  were^never  q^^ 

fedi^fil^iPW:^^"^*^?  ^^*^?^^  yours  w^accom- 
^Wf^^^  l^y;  ar  d^i^ae  of  f<^yer  that  rendered  them 
;49|nouiog.  J  fear  you  rf ceiye4  soipe  infection 
(^j^^n^|Sii^ter  previoiJis  to.  your  coming  hither : 
Iff t^ij^y  jdoes  that ,  melaiichc4|y  overspread  your 
If^gp^s^^O;?  .  Is  £ditha  the  only  one  in  the  family 
for  whom  you  have  the  least  esteem"?  Command 
;)lff}&r:y^.w^  ^distress,  and  myself  the  most  de- 
^'l{|^d.<rf  your  servants/  , 

j^^^J^jl^h  a  speech  from  the  gloomy,  harsh  Pitzmor- 
jj^al^opQe  surprised  and  overpowered  Anna  with 
9^li^<]«^.  ;ij  should  be  very  ungrateful.  Sir/ 
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replied  ^be,  'ijiot  to  respect  the  w^ole  famiJir,  t^ 
l^liom  I  have  been  sq  highly  obliged/ 

*  Respect,  charming  Anna,  is  too  qoljd  ^a^retji^ 
fqi;  the  affection  my  heart  acki^owledges  for  jou; 
so  gentle  a  mind  cannot  surely  be  cruel  eiioq^ 
tOj  ^0911)  fnq.to  ^espair,  wh^  I  l?.y  n^y^cjf  jand 
fortune  at  your  feet.'  ,  .  .  •  u  ii 

'Good  JJeaven!  Sir,  you  ^hock  me.  Edit^'9 
father!  Indeed  you  distress  me  beyond  n^^^^ju;^^' 

*  Hojw  so.?'  replied  Rtzraorris:  '  Is  my  ^i^fj^oa 
then  so  dreadful  ?  and  is  Editha  to  iponopolize  a^ 
your  love  V  As  he  spoke  he  attempted  t(h  t^ 
her;  hand ;  but  Anna  shrunk  back,  and  apipestre^ 
ready  to  faint.  ,/ 

*  Nay,'  said  he,  '  why  that  averted  look?  .  §f% 
lovely  girl,  wiU  you  give  me  leave  to  ta^{^  to 
Mrs.  Palmer?     I  flatter  myself  ray  forjtunerrrr»> 

.  *  Will  have  no  effect  on  her,'  replied  A^i^s|,  rer 
covering  from  her  confusion.  '  She  lo^^s  mi?  \Qp 
well  not  to  leave  me,  in,  a  cjiase  of  ^o  much  c^R^fi- 
quence,  to  my  own  choice,  ^d  th^t  is  laev^^ 
quit  her:  I  have  therefore  only  to  entreaty  that 
while  I  intrude  on  your  hospifca.lity,  ypji  will  Cfi9§^ 
a  conversation  that  gives  me  so  much  pain . '  *  J?jr 
Heaven,  it i^ impossible!'  exclaimed  he,^ attempt- 
ing to  embrace  her :  ^  I  must  be  more  or  \^s  tfi^f^ 
man  not  to  resolve  to  conquer  this  soft  timifli|y^nT 
this  childish  decimation.'  :„) 

Anna  screamed  aloud ;  aaid  m  a  inom^t  J!q}jp 
rushed  into  the  room:  *  What  be  de  )ua^^/ 
cried  she,  *  you  fright  away  my  sense)  ^r^  yflU 
not  d rink  wine  again !'  .  .  ^:^,  •., 

*  Begone,'  exclaimed  Fitzmorris,  *  why  .tl)is  in- 
Bolent  intrusion  ?    You  were  not  called/  .  .^„  .1  . . 
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^'  *^Mfewas/  replied  Julia.  *Y6ting  Missey'no 
scream  widout  want  me.  Julia  -know  duty,  and 
Yriore ^om' love  den  fear:*         '  .  '.'  i 

^  ^I  chfarge  you  stay,'  said  Aritiai';  *  Thave  busi- 

ttess  for  yon.'         ' 

'  ^I  then  take  my  leave,'  rejoined  Frtimiorris, 
malignantly.  *  You  will  consider  of  wh^t  I  have 
said  ;  and  I  trust  wiH  answer  me  more  kindly  in 
the  evening.'  '• 

I'  'Anna  made  no  reply,  and  Fitzmorris  iminedi- 
y,tely  sifter  withdrew.  *  What  shall  we  do,  Jiilia?' 
cried  she,  *  that  odious  man  has  frightened  me  to 
death.  Oh !  that  I  had  never  entered  his-  housel 
Mrs.  Palmer,  from  her  removal,  I  fear,  lias  never 
recieived  Editha's  letter.' 

'  But  de  Oder,  Missey.  Friends  get  dat,  no 
doubt— ^soon  be  here,''  replied  Julia:  ' 

'That  thought  alone,  Julia,  enables  me  to  keep 
tip  ihy  spirits ;  for  the  bare  idea  of  passing  a  fort- 
night here  would  kill  me.  Btit'  have  you^  heard 
Where  Editha  is  placed  V 

'  *^No,  I  ask  footman,  for  more  servants  be  come 
how,  Missey;  but  no  tell  me,  only  laugh  my 
face.' 

*  I  *will  go,'  said  'Anna :  *  I  can  hire  a  post-chaise 
to  take  us  home ;  there  is  less  danger  on  the  high 
road  than  under  the  roof  of  this  odious  maii:- 

Julia  advised  her  agaiist  this  step,  as  by  that 
meang  she  Would  probably  miss'  bf  her  friends, 
Whom  she  mi^ht  soon  expecit ;  adding,  *  No  fear 
dat  little  tim6;  Missey  ;*  me  take  cal'e  me  warrant, 
— beside  me  tink  massa  no  let  tis  go;' 

'  Not  let  me  go',  Julia  !*  Repeated  Antia ;  *  you 
astonish  ibe ;  he  vvill  not  surdly  dare  to  detain  me.' 
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,    '  Pare !' ;  repeated  Julia*    '  Ah»  M ig^ejif  i  ^19 
know  wha(;h^.  clve,— he  lEaar  noting/  mk 

Anna  ahuddei:ed  at  this  account;  bat^nera^ 
thelessy  deteiiinin^  to  menticm.  hffr  j»tmtim 
when,ne;ict.h|p. should  wait  her.  [A 

Fitzmorris  retired  to  j^fess  in  due  niieanv/tiiM4 
and  to  his  trusty  confidant  declared  what  had 
passed,  vQw^i^g:^  that .  Anna  jhftuld  .iwt  escape 
him ;  for  he  was  determined,  if  all  other  means 
failed,  to  carry  her  out  of;  the  kingdom,  and  se- 
crete her  until  she  consented  to  his  terms ;  adding, 
that  the  death  of  old  Somtn^tcm  (whfcmi  itsvupi^  . 
posed  her  grand&ther)  would  make  ii^ne^dk 
tion  to  her  fortune,  and  concluded  witb  H9yi»^ 
'  Between  ourselves,  such  a  recruit  a)iay;iu>tjpi»rR 
amiss,  for  I  have  lost  considerably  since  l^ti^amig 
to  England*    Had  the  old  woman  died^viiierillsD 
thoussuidf  indeed,  might  have  madeup .theidfa^o 
ficiencyi:  hut  I  have  scarcely  any  ho^^et  ofiiflud] 
npw,;|br  j^e  is  mwh  better/  • )   MUil 

flittmorris^  to  hia  great  v^ation,  was  pre#e»bit 
ed.  ra^Hsajtiog"  h^  perseeution  to  Annathtfti^y^ 
by  the  unwelcome  visit  of  three  of  his-LdonadcHil^ 
companions;  who  knowing  he  had  a  house di 
the  Hea&,  called  to  take  a  dinner,  and  saftdbriAk* 
ing  with  him  until  the  nightrWM  far  adi^anced^t 
leaving,  him  in  a  state  of  almost  brutal  inftosiea^'i 
tion ;  in  which  sifcuiitioii,  taking  up  a  caiidle,rhe 
declared  b^  would  go  to  Anma's  afiartoifiit^  Boti  \ 
his  t|a)8ty  valet»  M^Mo  saw  ha  wa«  in  no  ^uatka;/ 
to  recommend  himself  to  i»  lady»  preiffvlBft  bin,! 
by  assurteg  him  sh^  badiong  aineefelired^^t; 
and^soon after  perwaded  him.  to  do  thefititoe/^ 
While  Fitzmorris  and  Im  .domeeticii.bddbito^ 
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iHiifto$red[  m  the  entertamment  of  the  guests, 
Anna  had  wrttten  to  Inglewood,  without,  how^ 
ever,  mentioning  the  extent  of  faer  uneasiness,  hat 
aDtfeatfl%  to  be  fetched  home  without  delay, 
Juha  conveying  the  letter  to  the  postman,  bs  she 
bttd^done  those  of  Editha- 
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F(iv£MfOftRis  rose  earlier  than  usual,  his  head 
aching  from  the  last  night's  debauch, — his  blood 
&aiw^  with  what  he  called  Love,— -and  his  con- 
sfienoe  agonised  with  all  the  torment  that  vice 
gww-ri^to. 

:  lb  Older  to  reduce  his  spirits  to  some  degree  of 
caltame*s,^he  walked  into  his  garden,  and  was  ap- 
ptnitofly  lost  in  th<>ught ;  when  Anna,  leaning  on 
Julia,  crossed  the  patii  before  Mm,  ktxd  for  a 
tknetbanisbedi  his  unpleasant  I'eveiie.  *  Abroad 
SQek'lylf  saidhe;  'I  am  fortunate  this  morning  f  at' 
thvjlam^  tim^  offering  to  place  her  arm  under  his« 
*  May  I  flatter  iny  self  yon  will  breakfast  with  me1' 

Ml  datine  merely  to  try  my  strength.  Sir,*  re- 
titiiBEd:Anna,  witfidrawing  her  hand,  '  as  I  pro- 
paseigoi^S  to  towji  to  me  Mrs-f^tnnorris  to-day/ 

oilYoiJ  jttrt,  suf^y  !*  a&swered  he ;  *  you  cannot 
thiift  o£  pnttiog  yonr  'health  to  ^  da'ngerous  a  ' 
haaatdv  w  that  I  am  so^  little  S€^dible  of  the  value  ^ 
oCinry  Gkaygii&  as  to  pemdt  so  imp^roper  a  step ! ' 

^'tl  was  intrusted.  Sir,'  re|ilii^d  Atmh,  >to  Mrs. 
Fitemonis's  <^are ;  I  am  ndt  afiuid  oPfetm ;  and^ 
aaJMIissifiditha  is  not  her^-i^^^'  ^^■n^it.-^^i     i :  .  ^ 


i 
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'i  will,  oii  my  honour,  fetich  h^r*in  {iM6  dipf 
interruptea  he.  *  But  fav our  <ne,  chartnin^  Ahmii; 
by  dismissing  your  servant;  I  have «on/etlfiri^to 
communicate  which  requires  your  jtflvafe^  ^ar.'  •'^' 

'  I  hear  no  subject;  Sir,'  replied  Ania,  «^flia» 
needs  concealment;  and;  for  myself,' N^ould^Ofliy 
entreat  that  you  will  permit  one  of  your  don^estici^- 
to  fetch  me  a  chaise  from  Hoonslow:'  •       .  *     i 

*  And  will  you  favour  me  with  noanstfir't^ 
what  I  requested. yesterday  ?*  said  he,  angrily,^-!-' 

*  since  I  must  speak  before  this  black  deviL' ■    * ' 

•You  call  devil  black,  massa?'*  ifateituptfed 
Julia.  *  Negro  call  deVil  white :  me  brieve  HO 
colour,  only  bad  heart,  make  devil,^- wicfce<l  ijon- 
science  hell.*  • 

*D n  you,'   exclaimed  Fitzmorris,'    losing 

his  temper ;  *I  merit  this  for  permittifigyou  to 
torment  me  after  what  passed  in  Jamaica.'         •• 

*Ah!  much  pa^s  dere  massa  ;^  if  you  foflfgel^ 
your  memoiy  no  so  good' as  Julia's.'      '   '     ''    •'* 

Ktzmbrris  raised  his  hand,  and  was  otily  pre*-' 
vented  fi'Dni  striking  her  by  the  presence  of  AttnttJ 

*  I  see,'  said  he,  ^  T  have  nothing  to  expect,  *i«ft 
shall  act  accordingly;  yet  must  inforhi  yoti.  Ma-' 
dam,  that  to  Mrs.  Palmer  only  will  T  resign!  j^c**; 
«he,  perhaps,  may  be  more  sensible  of  niy  attend 
tion  than  you  are.'  ♦  ^    1 

With  these  words  he  turned  away  itt  a  tagei^ 
and  soon  regained*  the  house,  leating-  Ahna 
amazed  at  his  brutality,  and  shocked  to  find'iibr«-' 
self  ih  the  power  of  so  bad  a  tiian,  '     '•  ^  f'  ?      • 

Fitzmorris^  saw"  Anna  m  the  afbernocfti  inlier 
43wn  apartment ;  he  attempted,  as  before,  to  send 
away  Julia,  but  in  vain:  liberty  had  ihade  hef 
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bojid:;,  fM^d  ^be;9P^<(^^y  <}f»pi«f^d  th^tyitiHt, 
^P8e  frown  bad  h^etpft^re  mpfde  her  treiQble. : 

.iFrQm  Aima  be.w^  coaviuced  he  hadao  fav<Hir^ 
to  e]j^|)pc(j;  .h^s^w  be  ,¥ra^  .d^te^^;.aiid,^i^iir,. 
£|^  much  ?«  lov^  iplamtil^ed  him  to  ^ev^n^i  the 
a^rPPt*  He  ha4;  ibe^n  particularly  favoured  by 
Ijiqja^i^sr,;  ^«id  iY^^  eBT^ed  )to  find  b^  bliad  to. 
tbpsie  attr^otiQasitbat^h^d  ^lihditfd  so  mwy,  neyer 
W^^wtorwg.  .thait  }h w  heatt  might  be  yir^-eng^ed, 
orib^);  hewa^  ao  lo^gecso  y^u^g,  or  pajs^e^t^od 
of  ^o^ttractiye /a,  person  aaforniferly;  though,  to 
confei^  the  truth,  his  dissipated  life»  more  than 
a^e, .  jbtad  ieaused  the  alteration^ 

.tl:haYeno  time  to  lose/  ^gadd  he  to  his  colleague 
in  vice;  /and  it  is  but  iabour  lost  to  try  gentle 
imwB ;  force  and  fear  can  alone  conqi^er  sp  pbsti- 
oate  a  spitiii;  .ahe shall  find  I  am  not  to  be  trifled 
with. — 'Sdeath,'have  I  lived  until  now  to  be  van- 
qwshed  by  A  g;irl !  Beside,  should  I  let  her  esca.pe, 
she  would  but  relate  what  has  pa$sed,  aixd  make, 
me  ridiciulous.  By  Heaven^  I  will  bear  her  to 
&anee,  and  there,  wife  or  mistress,  her  choice 
i^wti  determine.  1  have  pothing  to  jfcar  in  this 
cftl^,  but  the. tongue  of  her  mother;  and  that„ 
Wtil  I.c^n  .make  all  seottre,  I  will  keep  at  a  dis* 
tanaeu  She  has  Mo.  heroic  brothers ;  but  if  she  had, 
I  care. not;  toy  annnever  yet  failed  nxe,  nor  do  I 
^itno.w.'  ..  ;  .  ., 

'  I^must  confess/  replied  the  valet,  *  I  am  not; 
^te  30  wnguine  in  this  bufiness  s^;  I  have 
been  in  some  in  which  J  have  ,had  the  hqnour  to 
WFe  you.  .  Mrs.  Ealmer  is  rifch,  and  will  ,doubt- 
hm^  spare  no  pains  or  expense  to  .dii^cpver  her 
dwglNter.' 


4M  'rHB>rAtlHEII  OF 

» 

*  True,  nor  no  expaise  to  heal  h^  repatatkm; 
for  who  will  believe  she  was  not  consenting  to  the 
elopement?  Beskfesi  the  yoimg  vixen  will  very 
sOon  be  glad  to  salve  so  desperate  a  case  with  the 
old  remedy.  Matrimony,  fiut  enough  of  this. 
PipepttiPeiaie.pMirli«aisi^  to-^morrowitii^  ^\SA 
<^'eloek^;  I  IshW  i^ettte  all  my  bosiness  in  t^di^t 
You  must  fide  forward,  and  obtain  relayt'^  Mi 
give  out,  i^  ease  of  question,  that  I  am  co«««]^ 
all  iln^nd^M  daughter  to  France.  *  WesfasSI^Mldl^ 
9over  eartyin  the tnorning,  and  wtllgo  ^rted^ 
on  chipboard  to  prevent  all  alarm/  *•''*♦ 

'  But  what,  Sii%  do  you  mean  to  do  Mri^Jiilial'' 
!  « ]>.: — B  her,  if  it  was  not  for  her '^iMfefttil 
yelis  on  the  road  I  would  take  her  too,  \t-^^^ 
wily  for  the"  pleasure  of  pushing  her  ov^i%dal# 
mto  thef^  sea.  As  it  is,  we  will  loek  hei"  upj^iWtf^ 
fosiv^ter  sunder  ^e  eare  of  yom-  siftter,  wh^  jM^ 
nvatcMatiiai&d,  as-  etie  values  her  places  mik^^ 
release  her  until  the  l»ext  day/  -^>lool 

t  <  But  Miss  Editha,  Sir,  and  your  sdn?V^''' 
1*  *  Pisb,  if  my  sister  gets  wdl,  the  ghrl  wiB^liJtlllt' 
i^Uy  -return  to  her;  aad  I  may  make  ^'i0MI# 
hereafter  of  sending  fw  her  abfoad.  >A«tfo¥'ite 
b«y;  hecsomidtbeJbettcrllian  at  whodI;^b@ldy^ 
i^  More4}U6St»m»,  Init  piiepare  «6  ^ej''^t.^<'^ 
^  <  After  so  many  proofir  of  my  attfaiehmMiti^Si^ 
l^lied  the  matt,  '  I  shaU  nM  now  fMfeit'^t^ 
IHcSadi^ip/  '  ^.n  J4» 

« After  so  many  j^oefe  ol  my  gratittt4e,%M^ 
you  wiirnoti^^answeied  lite  AMwsiter.  flM:»irf 

;  With  these  words  the  «i<^Mjf  paii^  e#^^ 
foM^e  sighft.  '-•■-  ••  '-  ''^  ^  ':•  • '  ^^^^  ^;^ 
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^V  ' 

*  •  •  •  '     ••.'..    :  * 

YIW       ■  '    ^H     ■ 
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?ii}  ;^%/  ■•    ' 

■*.':.      ^    ■ 

lKrl%  UBKHOg  all  ?Rr^  pvaparalioii  for  the  ihi' 
(^i^i^ype^HioB. :  Fitzfii(»tisjWto.td  to  his  sister^ 
Wjfep  ^'Sfts  yet  in  a  yerj^pr^tef^iimB  sitete  pf  shealthr, 
^XfWm^edieXehfii^^  demapded  his  presence  in 
ilt^mit.  t>su*tt)f  the  kingdom ;  and  entreated  that, 
yk^^M  sliould  be  couvemeirt,  she  w<Hdd  agaoi 
take  the  care  of  Editha.  To  his  soft's  pi^ceptor 
li^tll^ibiid^sietLt,  signifying  his  intention  that  he 
|)iQ{i|)i^en)ain  at  sehool  until  they  heard  farther 
f^fi^i  Him.  He  also  settled  his  domestic  econ^^y 
fH}tb^  country  with  his  housekeeper^  whc  tnras  the 
Tal9t'^^ister»  jlnd  remitted  an  order  to  his^  attorney 
Itli^if^f^btfcfgethis  house  in  town,  together  withhia 
4#ii^ics«  Thus  all  was  prepared,  aad  Fit2m(»rns 
looked  on  his  success  as  certain. 

Julia,  wliose  eyes  and  ears^  irete  att&nti%ie  to 
^r^t/patsised^  wis  not  unnraidful  of:^h^  ttore 
^i^Jib^uiual'b^ine«Mi  that  seemed  in  agitotioii,  but 
wJbtd^pejrhaps,  had  made  no  materiid  impre^^i]u^ 
had  she  not  h^ard:th!i>alet'andh.Qttsekee|)er  in 
close  cpnversati^a*.  The  former  with  a  bitter  im- 
p9f)^a|ton  carrying  lh!^)tei9^/foUy^^j^^^  his 

flfl^rt  4^^  4ee]^Qii^  i|t  ^^m^  !the  tost  he  would  be 
engaged  in,  concluded  with  saying,  *  The  pitcher 
gaesh  Cjfbm  t^^  the  ^eUj  butval)  ia^Tcomt»^  home 
broken.  Never-had  ismi  sack  4ey il^sh  ^t^l^rmngs 
14^1  hair-brefuithe^apes;  but  it  is  all  in  yain; 
^ey  only,  I  think,  make  him  more  darmg.  And 
for  this  attempt  on  Miss  Palmer, ' 

19  3l 
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His  eye  at  that  instant  met  the  figure  of  !#!* 
who  was  standing  in  the  door-way;  hut  uncertsiil^ 
whether  she  had  heard,  and  concluding  th^t  if  sIm^ 
had  she  could  make  nothing  of  it,  he  turned  tb^ 
discourse  to  common  occurrences  untilh^ri}^ 
partmre. 

Julia  had  but  ju^t  related  to  Aniia.Mrba|i«&h^ 
had.  heard,  when  Fitzmorris  sient  his  cQoi^ji^mfpiJtfe 
and  desired  to  be  admitted.  It  was  ^flWilt^lM^ 
npon^  and  heh^d  been  endeaj^o^iripg  ta  drftwa 
thought  in  wine;  he  therefore  behaved  \fjjht^ 
caution  th^  fom^erly;  urgisig  his  sai(  with^m^^ 
veh^nei^ce^  until  at  length,  seeing  the  U^vs^i^ 
AnuB  terrified,  and  almost  |eady . to  f^iqt^  tbi^i^ 
fisted,  and  left  ber  s^lone  mth  Julia.  _  n  i- 
.  *  Ol^  my  .God,  protect  pie !'  ciied  4w^-  *Mk^ 
can  I  do  ?  SuceJy,  if  you  love  i»e>  yiw  ]w#dMt 
deny  my  request.  The  attempt  you  kp^f^.ttkW 
mention^  and  his  .behaviour^  all,qoiispii;el9tsibaw 
I  have  no  time  to  lose.  LetuS'tbeiithisT^ry  Qfgfc^ 
privately  leave  the  hoi^se;  I  ^m  stpQiig^  §A!i^¥«!9 
walk  a  great  way ;  neither  ain  I  wit^ha^t  ipa^mV* 
Heaven  will,  I  aoo^^ure,  prot^tji^,  ia]|d^/»|b^ 
i;each  home  in  safely.'  .iiii;t  n 

[  Wid  all  my  heart,'  replied  Julta^  '  4^ ! )  jM 
hope  some  firiend  com#  b<e&>re  qtojw.'         .  ..T^bio 

'  It  is  impossible  tjiey  could  reach  bi^%;  Wff 
they  even  to  come  post,  before  to-morf^gfl^rj^t^^ 
liext  day :  and  qhl  Julia,  v^t  m.^y  ;a^ii^§|peo 
in  thM  interval !  No,  I  will  br^e  4^e  wci^  9^^PfifK 
than  remain  longer  under  this  hated  toofv-^K<fi;ai 

They  then  determined,  as  sooii^faa  glia^^liwa^ 
should  be  settled  for  ;the  ip^t,  to  eii4^$^«9ui;jt^ 
escape^  and  resMcb  UQ\i»gk?vv  ^n  l0#iirTi«FinM> 


JlAk^c^/  Mid  Anha,  '  we  wiU,  thy  fkithfol-Jblia, 
|yro€ifli^  archaise,  and  travel  all  thew^y  post.  By 
ifcortiiligJ  We  sliall'  be  safe  from  pursuit,  should  we 
m^n  be  fdllo wed ;  but  that  1  thirtk  iinfifrobablei  a^ 
Fitzmorris  will  be  unoertaiH  of  our  route.' 

This  resolution  supported  the  spirits  of  Aimn 
diiriug  the  evening ;  in  the  course  of -wHioh  Julia 
#^e  up*  a  little  bundle  of  neeessaay  apparelv 
ilMch  she  proposed  to  take  with  them- 
^'•At  length  the  clofck  struck  nine,  atodaninetanH 
ifter;  a  chaise  drovie  into  the  court.  Anna  scarcely 
l^re^ed,  though  she  thought  it  impossible  it 
flkould  bring  any  otte  from  Inglewood ;  but  all  her 
hopes  vanished,  when  a  moment  after  Fitzmonis 
desired  to  be  admitted.  *  I  am  sorry,  charming 
Annid,'  said  he,  *to  be  the  messenger  of  bad 
IMiiig^*  but  Mrs.  Pateaer  is  taken  ill  at  Derby, 
i^^ has  Bent  to  requireyo*ir  immediateattendance.' 
'''**!Pr^serve  h^,  met-ciflil  Heaven  f  exeiaimed 
jAttfe.  "^  1  will  fly  to  her  ;  the  ifatigue  she  has  lin- 
9f^^ifitb  ha^  kill^  her,  and  I  ^shall  be  deprive 
«(Ptfty  deatest  fri^s^.' 

^'  ^1  received  the  intelligence  near  an  hour  since^^ 
returned  Fitzmorris,  ^  but  could  not'assunie  cou* 
rt^e  tb  d^cla*^  it  to  y Oii :  I,  hbwever,  inlmediately 
(wrdered  a  chia^ise  for  yoni^  conveyance,  and,  with 
)^IM^ permission;  will *a([!con^any and  d^livaryou 
ili^to'ber.' 

'-'  "^Julia  will  be  suffi<^eiit,'  re^Iifed  i^e,  recoiling 
il^kisollbr;  'Ihikvenofear  btkt  fdrmybdoved 
nammia/     - 

'*'1^^u«eBie,  I'win  tfottrufetyoualone  to  thieJ 
#lEg€SP8  0* ^be  nigh* ;  «*  1  presume  you  witt  dfe^ 
l^itiSinecBal^y.    J^utta  ckn  foliow  iat  ihe  laorR*- 


at  laaE  farmbr  of  t 

log  by  the  «tage&    Come,  you  lose*  tiilM^'^ilIiib 
prepared,'  concluded  he,  presenting  his,iiaii|Db  o 
iVjOka  drew  backy  and  paused  for  aT moment, 
while  Julia  l!^Iied«  ^  No  leave  Miasey ;  matoi 
after  coiicb  sooner  den  be  leave  keiie  behind.' 
j!  *  Has. my  (dear  mamma  sent  no  letter^  nor  yet 
faer  s^rvaiL4;to  accompany  meV  demanded 'Anna, 
fixing  her  soft  but  inquiring  eyes  on  Fitzmevdf. 
^  No,'   replied  hia ;   ^  a  horseman  rkroil^  the 
nmssage,  and  departed  immediatiriyfcnriiiOndttii' 
^  It  is  strange,'  answered  Anna,  pauH^ingoltj 
riiould  have  thought  that-*<^  But  emAe'p  Jidpi, 
we  will  go ;  and  I  can  but  thank  Mr.  Fitemenis 
for  all  hi^  kindness.'  :*  ^i 

*  On  my  life,'  interupted  he,  impatiently  Jiym 
qliall  npt  go  unprotected.'       ■  y}'^  •-  ' 

*  Heaven  will  protect  me,'  repli^d  Anoa^  4^- 
Jag  her  eyes.    '  No  action  of  my  past  li£alia3,  I 

trust,  made  me  forfeit  that  blessings'        ^ii^    lit 
..  'Doubtless  not^'  answ^^d  FitKmonis^>wiAiia 
fpesr ;.  f  but  in  this  case  it  del^ttes  its  poWcrrlo 
me. .  C<Hne,*— come,  on  my  homur  I  will  guide 
7pu  in  safety.'  .  kv 

'  Slender  barrier !'  said  Anna,  aside,-^the  dis- 
course which. Julia badoverheard  recurring freih 
to  her  memory ;  then  turning  to  FitsmoBids,  wth 
as  mvch  firmnosa  as  she  could  assume,  she  added, 
'Pardon  me,.  Sir,  for  declining  your  otka^^loAt 
indeed,  I  will  not  go,  withoiM;  Julia.'  ^. 

,  VBy  my  scmU  but  you  shall/ returned  he,  k)aiig 
his  patience,  a^d  stamping  wkh  rage:  '  I  wofced 
to  woo  you  to  love  and  happiness,  but  will  iJMibe 
trifled  wjith ;  and  tharefora  now  Haf&w  off  Jhe 
mask,  and  boldly  tell  you  that  I  atn  detmsMi- 
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AUiTesktatiee  ia  vain;  youmusti  and  i^ail  ac* 

comfxmyme/ 

..  'O&iGod,  protect  me  r  cried  Aniifii,  trembling; 

ilitheft,  perhaps,  my  dear,  dear  Jriemd  is  not  ill.' 

'  Lnaitiier  know  nor  care/  e^eclaiined  he,  rudely 
)S6izing  her  hand :  'she  is  an  old  woigian,  and  fit 
,only?\for  worms'  meat,  while  yOtt,  glowing^  wkh 
jjQUth  and  beauty,——' 

':'  Uphandme,  monster!'  screamed  Anna,  at  the 
'auttetimerdeasing  herself  and  flying  to  JuUa, 
(who  ijlench^d  her  fists,  and  ^nnmg  horribly, 
plued  herself  before  her,  bearing  no  indiffiereiat 
dreaembiajnce  of  a  fnry  defending  an  angel; 

*  No  go  widout  like,'  sputtered  Jutia,  almost 
imrtiettlate  with  passion :  '  Bad  white  man-— * 
wicked  Christian,— me  die  before  let  take  away 


'    >  Die  then^  and  be  d^ d  !'  exclaimed  he,  at 

the  same;  time  with  unmaidy  brutality  strikii^ 
her  over  the  &,ce  (which  was  instantly  coVered 
)With  blood)  with  such  forc^  as  caused  her  to  re-- 
iraiL  se?eral  paces,  and  but  fbr  the  timely  sue- 
cour  of  Anna  she  must  have  fallen  to  the  ground. 
'  Moni^ter  1.  villain !'  screamed  Anna,  rending 
the  9^  with  her  cries:  '  Murder  us  together,  for 
'vwe  wiUrnever  separate.' 

V'.v^I.bave  business  for  jfou  living,'  replied  he, 

jtalmtingjly;  'resistance  is  usdiess.'— With  these 

words,  like  a  fdl  kite  seizing  ado?e,  he  snatched 

v:«p<his  pi^ey,  and  in  spite  of  her  cries^and  resist- 

i)9jyse  bore  her  down  the  flight  of  stairs  into 

3ihe  hflUf,  cov^^ed  as  she  was  with  the  blood  t)f 

•  JuBa,  whQ;  /from  the  blow;  lay  senseless  on  the 

proimd;^ 


*  For  Hkven  V  Sake,  Sii^  T  «ichumea  iOi^y^ 
who  was  waiting  in  the  hall,  'cover  her*filftfj& 
cloak  ;  ir  will  not  delay  a  raom^t.  Sfee,  shfeM 
feinted.'  And  indeed'^  Anna,  exhailsteic!*'by  the 
€»ferti<>»^hfe  had' iriade;  had  stiddenly  BefcbM 
i^tilimate,  itntf  lio^  lay  motionless*  in  FilSm^ 
ris'&anns.  ';*" 

The  door  of  the  hall  hadijeen  openfed  ih  reidi- 
ness,  as  Ktzmonis  descended  the  staircase.  '  lit 
that  instant  William  Godwin  and  Renbeiranfvfetf, 
who  rushed  in,  having  heard  the  screams  as  fl^ 
alighted  from  their  horses  at  the  gate,  there  lining 
no  one  to  oppose  their  passage,  the  postilKon  ^foWfe 
being  on  the  outside.  The  first  abject  th«rt'  pre^ 
sented' itself  was  Anna,  covered  with  blood,  sxtd 
appar^tly  dead  in  FiteKm^rris's^  armi^.  ItettbM 
his  eyes  sparkling  with  rage,  flew  to  him,  ahdtb 
^Tnoitteht,  With  the  vigoron*  htm  of  undeba«?tfM 
youth,  snatchefd,  in  spite  of  resistance^  tlkesetiiS^ 
less  Anna  from  his  grasp;  whilie  his  father ^i^nd- 
ed  Ms  efforts  by knotiking  down  thevalAif,^^ 
seizing  another  villain;  who  cattid  to  the  assliSt^ 
ance  of  their  infamous  i^iaster.  *        ^      hi  . 

Fitzmonis,  whose  ftoy  knew  no  tioun<fei 'fitt- 
ing himself  delved  of  Aima,'  hastily  dre^  k*pis- 
tol  from  his  pocket,  and  levelled  ^it  at  WtiH^ttii^ 
At  that  instatit  their  eyes  met, —they  b^dme  'fii- 
ed  as  statues,  the  giiilty  Rtzrftbrrife  re^oafe^ll 
few  steps,  and  droppilig  the  pi^toPlfrom  Ms^ifit^ 
vittedvhatid.  ,  •  ,       i 

•Is  impossible;'  at  l*n^th  exdaStrfe^'Wtofeftft 
*thk  my  eyes  dft  n6t  dfeteite  me?  DWsK'ttm 
earth  yet 'shudder' vwth' thy  impiouBweighfl  W^ 
generate  monster !  guilty  of  every  crime  tliiKt^^ 


|^;f^c^,l|fiip;ciii-i|ati]|re  1    Tb^  iJ^th  of  thy  <wa 

daughter  was   alone  wamtin^  to  cp«iplete   ^ 

jM^mber!    Oh,  oiiirdered  ohUd  of  sweet  Agnes! 

J  her^  devQte  myself  tjo  revejjpge ;  th^  lies  of  blood 

J[.^?ar  frojn  ttiy  })6P^%  md  ^y.ea  h^re  on  earth  «hall 

thy  detested  father  pay  the  dwa  :0f  pSend^ 

justice.' 

.,j^aiTOg  as  J^U^niQrm,  or  ra*h«r.  Edwin,  w^  m 

^jpe,  he  .app^ai^d  petrified.  w,ith  bororor,  rolling 

^  T^aggf^vA  eyeis  arouud, .  md  gnashing  his  teieik 

^)ih  anguish. 

,.^*S|ieis  i^otdead,  my  father !— she  breathes,,  and 

I^jUI  j^t  live  to  bless  us  r  exclaimed  Reuben;  in,  a 

traj:>siwt. 

/For  that,  Heaven  be  praised !  But  say,'  detr 
m^pded  William,  .turning  indignantly  towards 
his  t^irothejc,  *  what  does  this  mean  ?  You  canho(t 
furely  have  b,een  sq  abandoned  of  God  as  to  baye 
ii:^jurt^d  tbis.inAoaen^  r 

J,  *  SM>^  ie^st  ha$  not  been  .abandoned  of  ;Go,d;' 
replied  £dwin ;  f  her  person  is  as  nncontaminated 
?^:  ijt  .is^  feej^atifuU  But  speak,  for  I  have  bqJ; 
little  time  to  lose.;  did  not  you  sayjshe  was  th^ 
c^t^W  of  AgiiesT  . 

r*  I,di4,'  Teturned  William.-  *  In  the  horror  erf 
^\  m^ent.  prudence  wa3  Ipet,  and  X  n^Qyf  will 
cjp^ceal  the  truth,  no  ionger.  S^he  fe  your  own 
dau^hit^ :  but  build  9ot  up^n  ]th^  for  ao  human 
^^vFier shall  snatch  her fromnpsy protection;  there- 
fore attempt  it  not,  I  warn  you ;  it  wiU  be  in  vain. 
J^p  ^opn  a^  slie  recovers  we  wiU  be  gone.  You 
have  my  pity,  and  Heaven  forgive  you  J  Okl 
ijjfiil  no  warning  .movje  that  pbdumte  heart  ?  Sure- 
3f  the  me^tbg  with  Emma  \yoiild  .liairie  deteixed 


456  THE   fARMER  OV  ;v 

afiy  other  but  yourself  from  vice,  for 'eHf^^pJ^ 
made  them  penitent  as  she  wag/  ,  Y..  j^^ 

*  Well,— wellr— Well,— you  know  that  too  \.j^ 
enough.  Answer  me  ^  few  questions,: and. If^gftg 
swear  never  to  attempt  removing  the;  chi^d^fffr^^ 
my  Agnes  from  you.'  . ; ,  ,^^^ 

'  I  ask  po  oa^hj'  replied  William :  '  but  pr^piipe 
your  questions ;  Anna  recovers,  and  I  am  inh^g?^'{] 

*  And  so  am  I,'  returned  Edwin,  franH<;^]|^ 
*  If  Anna  is  the  child  of  Agnes,  whose  ipfi^t^i^ 
I  see  dead  on  her  bosom  V  ,    ,'.x 

*  Mine,"  answered  his  brother,—*  an  unO^^ 
innocent,  who  even  in  the  womb  fell  a  sac^^PjL 
to  your  offences,  by  the  anguish  they  cau^g  )|i^ 

«notV-'  .     .fol 

*  Enough !'  cried  he,  striking  his  forehead.  •  *  pM^ 

more  question,  and  then  farewell  for  ever :  Wiuxii|g 
ft|rs.Palmer  l-r-Oh !  that  subterfuge  destrp^^cfmeL 

*  The  present  owner  of  the  estate  upon  ]tM  J^^ 
rest,  and  a  more  than  parent  to  Anna,  wh^ip^^ 
received  from  her  dying  mother/  ^  ^"^ ;  ^^^^ 

^TTJie  mystery  of  the  ring  is  then  e^pt^i^i^^ 
s$idVEdwin,  without  regarding  his  brother,  i  Jjjjga 
warning  could,  indeed,  awaken  me  T  Tj^en  |^[|^ 
ing  towards  Anna,  who  was  almost  recQvef^^x  j|^^ 
in  silent  terror  clasping  Reuben's  necki,  he  y|^^<^q 
her  with  attention  for. som^  minutes;  t;h^4»..l^ 
a  look  of  despair,  rushed  out  of  theVoomij^,^^  ^^^^y 

\Villiam  now  caught  Anna  to  his  bo3on|^^^||^ 
ing  comfort,  and  tenderly  inquiiiflg  if  she  wai|a^^^r 
to  accompany  them,  for  that  he  was  deteiWu^i^^ 
be  gone  as  speedily  as  possible.  .    j^    .j^  ,,.^/^ 

*  O  let  us  hasten !'  at  leiigth  said  ii^^nna,;  ^  l]&'i^ 
where  is  my  poor  Julia?    This  blood  i&  I 
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iW^sfBMfed  in  my  defence.'-i^ William  then  asrk- 
ed  where  she  had  left  her  ;  and  beinjg  informed, 
wftnmftT^i^^  the  staircase, 

aU^fdurid  Jiilia  recovered  from  insensibility,  bu^t 
80*mncn  hurt,  that  she  could  not  leave  the  apart-" 
ment  without  his  assistance, 
ffiaviirg  led  her  to  Anna,  and  bound  up  ber 
h^dj  they  virere  about  to  depart  in  the  chsas^, 
ifSlc^'had  been  prepared  for  other  ptirposes, 
imfo  the  report  of  a  pistol  alarmed  thim.  Wil- 
liam, prepossessed  with  the  horrid  troth,  left 
iS^^and  Julia  with  Reuben,  and  rushed  for- 
i^ai^^  into  the  house  to  demand  the  cause,  which 
¥^  iboti  discovered  ;  for  on  the  floor  of  the  par^ 
.lourlay  extended,  in  the  agonies,  of  death,  the 
g^ty.^win,  wlio  had  placied  a  pistol  to  his  ear, 
aMi^taiis,  uncalled,  rushed,  with  all  his  vices  on 
fais^Jji^ulyiiead,  into  the  presence  of  an  offended 

I^^%6wever,  had  not  quite  forsaken  him ;  he 
?d  his  eyes  on  his  brother,  and  ai%er  various 
IS*  t(y  speak,  all  of  which  were  unavailing^ 
ted  to;  the  table!;  theii  grasping,  the  hand  of  ^ 
Wfflikiii,  who  had  foi^otten  the  vices  of  the  man 
.id'Wer^uaitidn  of  the  brother,  with  an  agonizing  ^ 
pfe^Si^fredt 

.  T^prdved  as  Edwin  bad  been  for  years,  Wil- 
liam wdk  shocked  at  his  death,  ^  particularly  as  it 
pf^^ded  all  repentance,  and  appeiEured  a'cbm- 
preff^se'al  to  his  numerous  offences.     For  some 
tifiiW^e'i^emfuned  in  speechless  anguish,  bending  ! 
ovei:;,the'  disfigured  body  :  atl^ngth  ht  recoUefct- 
4B<^dwili'^  ipointihg  tot^ 
ingfft  £&u^d  a  paper^  w^^ 
90  3m 


468  THE  FARMER  OF 

.  *  I  appoint  my  daughter  Anna  Godwin,  my  son' wffliidD 
FiUmbrm,  and  his  sister  Editfaa,  joint  faeird  anA^nk^flfiN 
of  alt  1  die  possessed  of;  and  I  leave  them  ia  tb#  JsaMJind 
andeir  the  sole  goacdianship  of  Wiliiain  Godiiti^fi!^''^^^ 
000^  called  Brdth^ri  .  .  .  i .  u  m  aiuD 

'Edwin  Godwin, Fitp^oi^**^Q 

This  had  apparently  been  written  but'^a.rew 
moments  previous  to  the  rasti  act,  'and  'ptl^imy 
evinced  that,  however  destitute  he  was  «vmae 
himself,  he  revered  it  in  his  brother,  by  vwhiDg 
him  tA^  take  charge  o^hiis  children,        V^ 

Oppressed  with  the  scene  before  him,  togei 
with  the  fatigue  of  a  long  journey,  pei^ofmedlji 
scarcely  an  interval  of  rest,  William  for  soye 
time  was  almost  overpowwed  with  theV'"*^"^' 
but,  straggling  with  his  feelings,  he  at  leii^ 
ed  to  the  domestics,  who  stood  around  in  si 
amazement,  and  gave  the  necessary  ordei^,*  wmch 
.  they  iramediatelyshowed  a  disposition  jtp  ot^ey,^ 
the  valet»  who,  as  may  be  surmised,  was^  nolnSer 
than  Harris,  informed  them  he  was  iT^eSr  ^Ste 
master's  brother.  >     no  rnffi 

William  returned  to  the  hall,  desiring  wei 
and  Anna  to  depart  immediately  to  aii^li 
Hounslow,  where  he  would  join  them  iii  iS 
hour.  Reuben,  notwithstanding  the  siraad 
Anna,  had  heard  part  of  the  discourse  tliapfp^^led 
between  his  father  and  Htzmorris,  aiid'oV  mat 
had  learned  he  was  no  other  than  his  uii^fc^TO- 
win,  and,  to  his  utter  amazement,  the '^IR^jf' of* 
/  Anna;  ^d  now  readily  surmised  the!b,tal^^nt 
]  which  had  tak^n  place.  As  fOr  Anna,'  "H^f  ^al^i  rm 
and  fainting  had  rendered  her  msehsibi^T^^^ij  fj 
thing,  untU  jfitzmorris  rushed  piil  i>f  M^im 
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\:^lijp^)H>w  would  faiu  have  questioned  Godwin  re- 

««|«ectiiig.,theqwseof  the  fresh  confiisioh;  but  be 

b4ml3^;fe|ilied«by  gimg  her  in  chwge  to  lieiiib^n, 

^  #6^pl««rM  hc<r  with  Julia  m  the  chaise^w  and  ac* 

companied  them  to  Hounslo  w.  Reubeh^  howe¥flr, 

pre^ffSris  to  his  entering^1^le  vehicle,  stepping  back 

to  his  father^  said,  *  When  I  have  seen  Anna  in 

rg^^y»  .™^y  J  ^<^*  return?    My  heart  recoils  at 

leavmg;  you  even  for  a  momeiit  in  such  distress, 

as.your  features  too  legibly  display/ 

'  *  N*o/tny  son,'  replied  William,  *  I  will  soon  join 

von.    Alas!  the  unhappy  man  is  dead  by  his  own 

ihatm;  an4,  though  nature  abhors  the  deed,  as 

,  well  as  many  other  of  his  actions,  yet  he  was  my 

'|ro^er.',  ^■ 

fliT^^^^^^"^  now  re-entered  the  house,  and  calling 

j^fpr  Rtzmorris's  confidential  servant,  demandied 

^.wlpiBre  the  children  of  his  unhappy  brother  were 

^fPWJ^^    To  which  Harris  replied,  that  the  boy 

i^W^  at  Winchester,  and  IBditha  at  a  school  iiot 

.more  id^an  two  miles  from  Hounslow.    William 

men  oiridered  the  domestics  to  attend  him,  and 

[^through  the  house  he  placed  his  seal  on 

I  escritoirs  in  behalf  of  the  children,  and  soon 

jr  iefi;  the  house  for  the  night.  * 

V     JMuben  in  the  mean  time,  with  his  cfi&rge,  had 

jjjreac^^  an  inn  at  Hounslow,  where  Anna  began 

^^  to  i<ipk  around  her  without  fear,  anxious  only  for 

j^fte^etur^  of  him  whom  she  called  her  father,  and 

^^vyho^coi^wluqt  truly  entitled  hini  to  that  appella- 

iiiPP^:  .  At  length  Godwin  entered,  and  Anna  flew 

I  embrace  himj   inquiring  what*  haH   detailed 


,„---*j,-T-at  whom  the  pistolliad  beien  fired,4-and^ 
{j|^aU|r,  wh^tuies^m^  ^ 
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.  :*A9k  Bie  no  quenlioAS  tom^t»  mji^lmr qi?nil> 
BWerckl  Godwin:  /  to-.mori^W  I  hatee  wtackjto 
.disclose  to  you;  but  ^t.prf^ent  liet  us  MilMd  to 
4CB$U  tbe^^-veatsof  theidayhate  inrflirl^  o^ifeome 

;  .  Thefjsoaa after  withdrew;  and  GoAyirin^iM' 
jmr  ioc  hiejbroth^'i^  death  was. for  aomeJuMte 
lost  in  sleep,  the  extremity  ci  fatigue  maatetiug 
^ev^7  other. sensation. .  .     j.    ^  ^oO 

In  the  moniiuig  all  m^twith;  redrmted  s|iiiite; 

Gk)dwin  only  was  depressed  and  uBhapf}^^  taml 

b^ipg  with  Reuben  and  Anna  alone,  aftar.fofeak- 

fasl^  addressed  the  latter  thus  :«-^'  My  deaeAmo, 

a  number  of  unhappy  circumstances  that  pncGedcd, 

and  likewise  followed  your  birth,  r^iderod-ita^ 

.cessary  that  I  should  adopt  and  pass  yc^to'the 

: world  asi  my  child;  and  I  can  truly  my  I'huife 

.loTed  you  as  such:  but,  my  Anna,  the  dac^ptifft, 

/ox  fiany  reasons,  must  now  cease^  buf  not»iti|jr 

affection, — ^that  must  remain  strong  as  ever^ 'Im- 

yond.the  |>owec  of  tiiue  ftr  chaace  to  fdter.^ 

*  Am  I  uot  then  your  daughter  erJod^Bii^ 
turning  pale,  and  trembling.  '.  Oh  I  ta^y  diear  fs^^r, 
do.not  disclaim  yow  i^ild.' 

'  Disclaim  th^ !'  repeat^  he,  folding  her  inks 

aims:  *N«vepr!  u^ver!  Ajoua^     Family  neasoos 

,  now  require  the  secret  to  bedi? ulgedtoi  fcb&^cidd; 

but  for  thyself^  thiak  .:«ie  thy  parent  as  thtMi*did3t 

before^^   .  .       ,  w 

'  AlasT  saidAnna,  'ifitmuatbeao»    Butba^ 

.1  a  father  }—amo^b^?.  Ahl  myheartwillifead 

ine  to  her !    It  i^,  it  imal  be.  Mrs.  Palmer/     :^ 

.    <  Notso,'  returned .GodMf in :  f  Your wotherdfoi 

soon  after  yow  biflh;  shi&  wap  tke bebur^fliitar 
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4|f;m3»mfeiabdi  called  Agnel.  Hw  lefts  yM'have 
oft^alieaixi  us  deplore.'  ^    • 

i  *fB^  mj  lather;  «sk  hie  too  de^r  : 
>i '  I '  Alas  1  I  trembler  to-  nami^  him,  for  I  fear  he  has 
macle  thee  suffer  much.  Bntremeraber,  he  kne^ 
4b^i»t,  and  hasMpaid  his  follies  H^^th iris  life;  let 
^Iwrefore  pity  draw,  a  veildver  the  errors  of  tkyi 
jhther  and^  btctther.' 

•Good  HeaFen^r  cried  Anna,  scarcely  atti- 
.Mlf<t)3^  f  swdiy  I  dream !  you  cannot  mean  Fitz^ 
bttorris?' 

>  ;*  I  doi  indeed/  ans/wered  Godwin.  *  By  what 
.«ea«LSv  or  for  what  reason,  he  was  called  ao,  I 
Jl»ow»  not,  for  we  have  been  many  years  esti^amged:^ 
hat  some  future  time  you  shall  know  all.' 
.1  ^Ohil  I  know  too  much,'  cried  Anna.  ^Heaven 
^^idoii  mie,  I  hated  him!  I  called  hitnr names! 
fiatH-'but--^alast  that  fatal  pistol  is  ex|)damed! 
-Jhd  yoU*  not  say  he  was  dead  too?  Oh(  I  can 
MYer>be  foi^en!' 

*  You  ape  indeed,'  returned  Godwin ;  <*for  see 
the  paper-he  has  left;  does  he  not  mention  you 
>rith  his  .other  children?' 

*  Oh !  I  want  it  not— I  do  not  dei^erve  it^'  said 
idle;  weepiBf^.  *  Let  me  MiU  be  your  dtild :  I  have 
<no'wish  for  his  wealth..  But  is 'ray  beloved 
^Editha,  indeed,  my  stst^  1' 

'':;'<Sheis.  lamDowgaiDgtoher,'  Implied  God^ 
win.  '  Reuben  will  remaia  here  in  my  absence : 
4  shall  return  to  danner.' : ' 
Oi  Korodwin  then  departed,  teaving  Anna  and  Reit- 
ben;  the  loitmer^of  whom;  lost  ik  thotight,  r4- 
«iakied  for 'Some  time  ailetit^  uiyfil  the  latter 
tifcing  het  bUid^  m^  tmideAf' pteBfik^  hi  said. 
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*0h!  myAnuQ^  b  it  pos^flble?  said.9feiyx)%  jpf 
deed,  not  ray  sister  ?'  h  ^.^ 

'  Your  fathi^  bath  said  so/  aBs^wecfA  f^^^s^ 
Wjeeping*  '  Bat»  good  Heaven,  how-d|^ea(^^||q^ 
is  no  loBgerifiy  father  1  I  have  now  lost  ^a^Urt^^sp 
ties  so  dear  and  necessar}'  to  my  happii^%[j^ 
yon  are  nojt  BOW  my  brother  P  ^  j* 

*  Happy  thought!'  exclaimed  Kcu^eu^v  ^.-^1/:  • 
-  *  Happy ,^  Reuben?'  repeated  A^^a.; . 'J^'§i  <^n 
you  be  so  cruel  as  to  say  sor-^you>wj|^9ii^jEa  j^ 
loved  so  dearly  f  I  ^./  * 

*And  do.  I  not  love  yon  equally^:  Ann^j'^x^ 
turned  ifteuben.  ^  Heaven  is  my  witne^s^  th^M^ip 
your  absence  I  have  been  the  most  -misejt^^e  of 
mankind!'  .ij 

.  *  I  wiH  never  leavelnglewood  more/  said  Ai^a, 
^  but  endeavour  to  forget  all  the  troubles  J^.^if^f^ 
siiflfered,  and  re^rd  those  disagreeable  s^jo^ts  as 
apakiful  dream«  Sut  Mr«  Fitzmorris's  de^^h  ((p|T 
I  cannot  indeed  call  him  fathei*)  will  evc^  ^^ 
heavy  on  my  spirits ;  yet  I  hope  I  was.  w^^ 
cause.'  ^^.8  5?.:mv£*iI 

Reuben  said  all  he  could  to  ocHftfort  hjer.^  and 
^they  soon  aft^  vkited  Julia*    Shcf  was  tf\^q:^^' 
ter,  but  the  surgeon  had  ordered. hi^rl9;.%Jl^^gt 
quiet  for  a  day  or.  two.  s  .     *   .  \. ;  »} 

Godwhi  rode  directly  to  ttie.house  pf  J^s^Me 
^l^rother,  a^  gave  Hams  the  necessary  of^fj^^j^ 
:specting  the  fun^id,  ^d  other  busiaei^,^  fi^f^^ff' 
laily  iiiquinis^  ^ffeer  Mrsv  EitemOTW^:  a^d^ihg^ 
told  she  was  better,  wrote  a  few  lines^  ^,to.^i;^|§;f^ 
her  ^  the  mdlajj^^haljT  ev€S9t:that  ha^  .^jj^pj^ce. 

^Aifcd  mn^^  mA.  Godwin,  o^hfllyr  j^j|fj?^^ 
Harriai   'ib/C^  >V>&gf  haw-  y<&u  Mved.|;^h,4»y 
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totetfier'?  'Hid  liow  came  you  so  readfly  to  know 
meV  "  '^=  -  '■•  "  ''-' 

^  *  ^l^ha^e  been  -  his  servant  near  ei^htieen  yfears/ 
f^pilWf*  Harris;  *  and*  as  for  knbmiig  ybti,-Sir, 
f^fisstdsieen^u  some  years  back,  and  y^Mi  ^ef^bnt 
Tikl^tMaiiged.'  --  '-^'  •""   •■  >'>  -'    •'»! 

*  I  do  not  recoflect  it,^    atfisVrtfterf  Wifliam. 

*  Mentioti  the  time  antf  plaice/       f    ^     * 

i'u.:d  ]^%  your  mother's  ftlneral/  replied  Harris,  *  ! 
'Wfen^t  a  letter  from  my  master.'    ■  ^   •»  > : 

*  And  g^ave  it  by  mistake  to  my  M^ife.  'WaS  it 
hot  so'V  i*etumed  Godwin,  a  momtotary  fltish  of 
anger  crossing*  his  cheek.  »  !       ♦     : 

'  ^* It  was.  Sir;  and  I  beg^ pardon  :  I  but'obelyed 
the  commands  of  my  master.' 

'  'K5rbjd(wiii  sighed.  ^  And  how,''  said  h^,  '^  came 
toy  Wother  to  be  called  Fitzmorris  ?* "  *  '  ^ 
->t;  ^^By  his  inarriage,  Sir,'  replied  Hfents  t  *  ani  fcet 
%f  l^^iament  was  obtained  for^diat  put^os^. 
'-Bht,  if  you  will  permit  roe,  I  wiH  relate*  bll  the 
'^itiMfel  etents'  that  hajipen^d  to  Wta  itftfer  Ws 
leaving  England.'  '  > 

^'  ■'  *  Sdme  tiriie  hence  I  will  trouble  you,'  implied 
'Godwin ;  *  at  present  you  will  tnor^  obUge  m^liry 
^tfiectffing  those  orders  I  hafre  given.'   »     !    ^  - 

Harris  bowed,  and  William  walked  intd  tile 

^^i]plaiNthent  where  the  retmdns  of 'Edwin  wem  de- 

"|fc81tisd  ;  he  remained  for  semetinie  alone  !^  when 

ti^irl^fired,  his  feature  ^urtray^  liow 

^ftici^h  h<$was  affected^  bein^  sw^^lMrafndinfldm^d 

"«^4^^Vious  to  his  TisMSng  Sditlia,  -h^  r^ui^fied  to 

SUKe^ftin^  and  finding  Anna  more  iealm^,  'piropbsed 

She  i^ould  accompany  him  ^'  a  >)«t*cb«iise,  in 
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was  Inmt^ed.  Godwin  uma  at  once  sfjrtfelf  ;«W 
her  appeamJAde,  ii4h)^»  jl^ima^lfal'owit^'^^irilfii' 
around  her»  m  broken  sentenced,  :Q^SlM^eifi'%it! 

Ibe  most'Ii^etf  ^Eflfeetidn;  i^eturhing  fi«r  t^SfUi^ 
.  Wlien  «i^  Ibe^atne  cbmposed,  ^ffiOtm^itt.^ 
tonished  Edkha'  %  ^iilibrittin^  hii^  4i€»'^i^^ 
ifftcK'-4tie  r^i^iotfshifi  ^^h^^held  to  Ainia^^^^^ 
at  length,  m  as  g^^tMe  a  manneir  sbs  |ibt^tt4  ftl^ 
her  &ther  had  died  suddemfyr  bdpt^  ^lipPW 
|irf;DLM  ^  would  regard  hkn  m  an  latffbttHkisalto 
representatime  of  the  paraxt  «he  ha^io^?!**^  -^^^ 
^  Haf*fih  as  Fitzmorris  had  'erer  %iE!eir*€4^'^ffiP 
daughter,  tshe  bewailed  Imn  with  tnidifttriiyptey 
row;  tholigli  ift  i^aa  soineWhat  mit^ittei^  Ay^^f^^ 
soidthhigs  <rf  lAima;  aiid  the  tendeMaul^^^^W 
niayck.  ?  And  shaH  I,  ihdtedv  Mtewilft^ 
^«id  >^,  'ra&iing'  Uer  jfiiHe  darit  ejfb^^i 
t&rotigb  t€War  to  his  faoe,^*  and  wiH*^6n^ 
beone  iifyotir  children  ?'  andmayf  b#pi^ij 
t0^  lov6  as%eU  as  honour  yon?*'  '^--^  :    rt^ii 

^^¥im^hall,  tiy  Bditha,  my  cMd^^^^^^^ 
teliid^i4y  elating  her ;  swe  will  ailfia^fe  yi^>^*  ^ 

^  AbJ  then^iwr  ^»  ipofl  AifeffoH^IH"' 
shfe, '  I  liaiFe  nNrt  been  naied  tcr'beitti?^*d/^^^^ 
Aima  ber^,  and?  lity  i^or  l«rt)tb^^^^^  *^ 

'  Yon  deserve  to  be  beloviedriby'^'^e  4i 
<;ried  Anna;  *at  Inglewood  every  one  will  be 
flfoi^ble  of  your  merit/ 

*And  shall  I  accompany  you  thither?':  i^d 
^CkUtbfi.  '  But  my  poor  auit,  she  is  not  yet  teco- 
^ered,  and  I  cannot  leave  her;  feir  she  has  been 
very  lunil  to  III&' 


,,f\y^^ViMJ  replied  Qo(}]«?iiii,.  ^perstiade  iicr  la- 

Qyf,gre;iMs|dii^.'.  ,.      -.  -  .  •  •  h  • :  .v--  r--.      • 

^,^ ^ei[^pfl|i^,  s<^  retoiifaed.  Bdit^m :^*rtt  U-  will. 
pi^jgi^»»e;  tforajeithepfiaerhoofi^^H^fi^^^ 
l|^je  jC^t^p  jget  a€Qi;de4  m^  OH^pb^^tWilctwHPtt'  l; 

,  %feh«^.P^f*Pi8^      see  heir  0<f^««t4»Jvajid  A*;. 

^»^it[^i¥.qi,.on  his  return  to  the  ian,.  wrpte  toJUs  • 
wife,  ii^ofming  her  that  Aaiia  was  perfei^tly  ren- 
<^8^^»i  jM)^  with  him;  but  as  .Mrs.  Falnler 
^RS^T  fe?-^^  tpwB:  i«it  the  coui;se  of  a  few  da^^  M 
<y^n9^  t(ii|ik  of  retumipg  till  he  had  seeA  hpr.  /; 
'i^^^W%9f^'  ^^  toe  40  Reubpfi  }j5iad.4ll«fe.^ 

'^^tfn^W^-'^^  ^^^'^  ^^'^^  ^^^'^^ 

tbgjd^^^rs  th^t  iiax^  h^ppeafd^  nxkt^  ,w^  d«e  io«:^ 

*^  W^ w^^*^'^  **^  conafprtS  B^r.  wiJl.J,i  if  pp^rr 
^^y^Nffif^^M^^  ^urage4  parqnte  h^'mfftW^^.  ^th*rf 
real  deatii  of  my  uaJtuftpRy.  brfttW^  .]^9tpx%)M^ 
mjfj9^^lspS^yCp\i\d  Bot  h^f  sa^seTsr^^afbtfw : 
r  shal|^Ijliy  |ther^oi;el8»y  th^  ^  4^f^^4^^gi^ 
Bgd^xpeQt  yjcm  both  to  b?  ^qi»aUy,  f^w^i^u^y  fpot 
c^y^^h^e,  bgt  ^q  to  Editlj%^ip4  h/eirlaa-^ti^^^ 
ftom  V^hom,  if  pq^sib)^»  J  ipe^il.  to.,jCO*piBal  th^, 
tti^|»|jpy;^Wti:pp  >    vo    :      :7 

:  \.;  ',-  -.>  ;  t..  ./::^.'-:^ 

•f«  ,      ■  : .' f     . .-  ■       T  '  *  '         '•       ■  .•  *  .     .'■-'' 

*^  3  N  T 
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cttAP.  Lv: 

Om  the  foflt)^<ragybriimg  Godwin  atid  '*Rifett8tt 
accompanifeil'  Anria'td  iier  sistet^s,  ti^We  ttteV'feft 
ker  for  the  day ;  GbdiWh  havihg  keteAiSilBflTO 
to  Lon^dn  and4n(]piireTespectihg''Miis^^^  i%liJ^, 
and  also  to  misike  arrangements  for ^e*  fitiitfy  vfftE 
Mrs.'Fitzmbrris'/  '  ."  :  '  ^  ^'"^^  '-'"'''^'^ 
*  Hefonnd  that  iady  somewhat  reboVere^ 
still  very  weak  from  her  iHiieS^.  SShfe  tefc^W^ 
Godwin  and  iii«r  son  coldly,  titit  expfess^'^B^ 
concern  at  the  death  of  her  brother-in-laW?^^^ 
qifbed  ^articitbuly  whctl^er  lie'ti)ad  lOTrapy 


m< 


*  I  have  not,  IVIadam,  found  one,*  repli^t?^, 
^tblr  iis  yet  T  h^ye  been  unablte  to  make  any  iSea^ch : 
trnt  r^should  rather  suppose  he  had  not  niitdb^ 
regul?tr  towe,  As  this  p?tper  w^s  on  his  taWb.  ; '"^' 
•  '  Godwiti  then  presented  it  to  Mrs^.  Rtitriifi^ 
who  con'siflered  it  some  time  in  silence.  '  'Ki^t^Si 
^he  said,  *1  have  ffequently  found  your  ^tir6tLer 
guilty  of  duplicity,  bujt  neVer  suspecftetf  *tf  ^(JcftHn 
extend  so  far.  In  the  first  place  Hepassetf  Himself 
on  my  father  as  ^^  6niy  son:'6i  ^.  Scots  gentfdmkn, 
who  had  left  him  a  foktine  of  ten  thousaiid^pbu^^ 
This  suibhetlndbtibydly possessed ;  but  hffBirttt 
was  a  falsehood.     He  likewise,  for  I  knd^tifec 
Hyhat  rbasbn,'  cbrtcealed  %[is  hame^  atid  tti^^  my 
sister  fey  tKkVf  Edirin,'  vHilch  how  kppeai^ft^^ 
xSnfy  his  bUfrtismiarbne  f  %b  miamag^^   ^her^ore 


i^onceive  not  vdid,  c^nseq^i^ly  the  cliildrm  must 
be  iUegitiimate.  Now  though  I  dbou)d'not  he  m« 
clined  to  notice  this,  yet  yon  may  be  assured  mjs 
ftUlt^  will.  Skjd  miiffH04^  wjith^nt  the  cong^nt  of 
my  father,  who  was  OfdveFrecbtieited  to  her;  and; 
having  a  large  fadiily^  will  liardly  lose  this  ojipor^ 

^y^^thei^oi:e^  Sir,  ex^^t^Jlaw^spit'  ,  .  ,; 
^^, V^dj^ Jtshall  npt*^  Tepliod GodwiiiL ;  'iojicl  wift 
rl^y^  in.lg^a^lf  pf  thfichU^r^ft,i:feli^^  if 

]f(f^j^f^t9^\^^^  thw.i%hU  ne^€i:thel|Bss,  tf|  gpu 
m<]uiry,  I  find  justice  On  theii'  side,  J.^tUtfiefe]^ 
Ij^m.to  thp  extent  of  all  I:pi)#sqii^s,  Th^  ^^^  % 
j^<^(^y J^ljt  me  by  m  u»hap|)y  brother ;  aftd  are 
=Jiirpla9itt«  .claimants  both  oft  tny  love  aft^  j«:cm 
l^ioft/.^  :..:  .    ... 

yjt'^^^J^  l.tfsk,  Sir/  g^d  Mrs,. JFitsiQcj^ris,  'yrh^r' 
iher  the  ten  tbousfiBd  pomds  yoiir  brother  f(^9^ 

!  ^^^Jtw^hOtiM^^  rfetumpd^ipdwia;  'iiw^ 
^f^^l^^h^hk  first  wifev  tJisi  p^ffn^  :fpfti,ti3i3^ 
wouldJin^e  b^nt  aipEipljri  th?  refCT^ian  of f  ^wrnpi 
Qg|i|.qb  .iPlfl^tyWacEd  upWwnisbi^  honesty,  k}^  h 
|»^  J^e  ii^ef  :}j^t  ns>  h^  had  possessed  them.- 


1^ 
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,^utlo.n^  sure  mfdi^ntQ  iAfer»  iliait  yonaft^jM; 
|Jjig|  tii»e  a  fjHTO^it,  S^^^^ 
Ij./J  amt  indeed,  Maidajto/  . 
j,,J^,  F^itzmowrie  pa#ed  for*  mome]^,  thfn 
hgf4^  *  And  pray  who  is  this  4^nna,Godwi]ft^  whom 
|{i^  h^  so  libwily'mftd^  a  shasf^r  iji.^w^ 

^,J^  IJis  daughter,  Mad^»:  ll3.d  irbe  not  the  ho-, 
^iir  to  b*  for  $ome  time  nnder  your  t^^oteQtjpn  V 
^^^^QVm^ywx^^mfia^  Mis^k  Fal^rt.  The 
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lady  who  inlMduced  her  to  me  is  awomimM 
fanuly  tod  ibrtime,*  aad  W0id<l  scorn  sm^iiBderi 
ception.'    •  '•'.'.'       '.  .    .    M  >.r«w  I 

Godwin  explained  liow  he  sofmised  the  niiaisiU 
had  arisen;  sdid  though  Mrs.  FttemonriayfkVAe 
iimiiinnsikm.  of  the  discotirsei  bdbaired  Uritbf  iiv) 
creased  cookiess,  still  he  preserved  the  equality j^ 
his  traeip^ ;  but  fiiuiiBgr  his*  vint  neidiek-  bkd^to 
prove  satisfactory  to  himself,  nor  ad  vantageMli!t«i 
his  brother's  children,  he  at  length  took  his  leave; 
having  signified  that  he  should  consult  his  fiiends 
on  what  ghe  had  advanced*  and  l^tt  her  know  the 
result  after  the  funeral, 

Godwin  then  called  at  the  house  that  Mrs, 
Palmer  had  occupied  in  town,  and  l^a  letter  for 
her,  should  she  return ;  then  with  his  son  rode 
back  to  HouQslow,  and  leaving  Reuben  to  take 
care  oi  Anna,  went  on  ajone  to  the  houscffof  hb 
broths  on  the  Heathy  as  he  wished*  to-  obtlqa 
what  intetttgence  he  ceuhl,  that  he  m^ht'tieiabte 
atber  to  defemc^  in  case  of  necessity^  tluD^jdaimsMrf 
thechihfeen ;  or,ifheioundtheiMi8iBe8shoiiefctaQ 
to  give  it  up  without  further  ti^oidde.  ClguaJfefhef 
apprehended  was  ftoroughly  ^KM]uaidted  wilfa  the 
whole;  and,  therefore,  sending  fbr-'hiflciiiitO'i^ 
private  apartment,  he  addressed  ium  tlMis^'4^i>nl 

^You  will  eblige  me  by  Telatk^  dil  yoalioid^ 
respecting  my  broker  ironft  the  tinle  lieiieft 
England.  Circumstances  have  arisen  that  t&oij^ 
it  necessary  ilsboald'^  hear  that  which' T  witdd 
other^ifias  be  excusfsd  from ;  nor  Will  I  bemunoilt^ 
^*of:  the/trduhle  I  giveyou.'  sj  mthit 

^  Ahf  JSir,'  lOfeptidd  iiarris,  '  before  I ^be^^i 
pmst  enti^eatiyaii  to  mwmaa  >  ^t  yow fci^titade^ 


INGLEWOOD  FOREST.  4» 

Aidndso'ihat  Ton  waald  remember Itiat,  thougte*!^ 
haiieiiidt'iNBhav^ed  wilii  the  strictestrettltudei  stilF 
I  was  only  a  servant,  and  acted  under  ttie^«m> 
iMmt^oSy^  ^nd  by  the  eotmrnkiki^  ^'^^mtA\'^  * 
SI JlBeneimeeKyotir  errors,  and ^hel^Mftev u^u sUnili 
not^loit  teC0m%Lgement^to^t 'Uprightly;' i!B{il^^ 

o  }I{fanin  bdw^,)  and,  ^fter  a  paui^>;  beg^n '  his^ 

;^f /fj-ic  <iUi  J  .t:^     '  •::    '     •;     ;     .>.■'.:.';•..  z^'.       ilrid;,.! 
<?bu'*ru  >fi'i  -:  J  "^f  ' ;     '     ■  ^  •  .,!    ;  \[-  ..    '    ■•.  *.    >.*■. '  ..< 


'*'t 


'         .  CHAP.  LVI.  ,  , 

^^>{i:|  i><   ...  .',,>.       ,( 

^Miionftster^  Sir,'  said  Harris,  ^neifer^  I  bWiere; 
li^ltljF  n^OYCS^d  the  dc^thof  tfae lady  who  died 
Biddhibd^bedi  for  ever  after  that  eveslt  ^he<  f^€ 
futertja'^faafait  of  drinking,  ^and^s  ttra)^  bdlten^e^t 
]Fmiife4  ibte  ^eii^ry  others  specdes  ^of  diesi^atioii,^ 
BEfbnBbjr^  stifle :re%cti«ni.   r    :»;  :        r  ^ 

31 1$  Cbt/his  re-^pujpcliasing  mto  the  arttiy^  ^tlne  i^^P 
inonliww  on  the  point  oaf  emfaarkiiig  for^he  West 
Indies  V  bttt  a  stdrmc  onfeptaking  'Hs  a^  we  left  the 
GhwtoBh  ^^  beat  about  some  time^adid  ^t  length, 
llrflh  ^jiiiueh  difficulty,  nmde  Jersey,  wfaere^:we 
«ti^^  to  refit.  J    '       .  '  :     1 

blfflw  the  same  vepment  wds  a;  <Mr>  D«a4e^]}le/ 
^t4tos.«0nietime  before;  bad  fdisghtwidiM^.-Whit^ 
moFe ;  he  knew  my  master:  pierfectly  •  well  ;^  al»d 
iDms^e  spite  he  bore  ^  hiti  ^  iuspect;  cte  .th6  ac- 
pottoiiitf  MxB.  WMtmcnre)'  was  coacinuaUyi  end<a>^ 


jreiieclipig ^on4  bM. i birth i^^r^cireipi^tli^fitj^ft^if^ 

flight  »r<»i|ii#ft  b«t  i¥fi^^9t»  ^l^s^fl  mbik  l\m 

iDil$|<Hr„  tilit^;.^iaft  tbfeiifii^;  Mid  iHlfiNiA  ^ 
regiment  left  Jersey,  determined  him  t#6illH^|ftipk 
it;  which  at  length  he  did  with  «»omfi Iti^a^V^  ' 

*Soou  after,;  the  ship  sailed ;  and.  si  Je^Wlxrd^ 
after,  we  ^fabarked  for  SouUiafiqitimK.il^bfifififl 
had  been  but  a. short. time,  when  my jua^er  fMri 
luckily  had  a  quarrel  with  a  gentlem#p^rai|ii^ 
hazardrtablev  High  words  enautng^:,^f9oFtliH 
drew  t^g^hen  and^  in  the  beat  of  paa$iim«  i«t^ 
their  difiereiS4;^e  by  the  sword,  \fdthottt#^Qild^or 
wit^e^^^v    .;•,    '    '  .  .'^ru.i^ba^ 

*  Thf^  eom^wnc^ioi  tyi:  duell  war  feejwiig^k 
al#  dea^  of  msroa^er'^  0pponieiit4'  asa^/tt^JMAltii 
;§9€iupcl^ to  afoid  tfae^haad  of  jvmtkQfs^kiSi^^^^t 
livithout  lofis  lOf  lime^  therefore,  wi^  ^msb  ^tfm 
Portsmouth,  where  we  arrived  ni)  a  ^ft^  b^iHt^ 
On  inqntry  w^  found  I  a  Wort  ^  Iiuiia  irti^), .  bAntid 
to  adifl^reixt  part  rfiom  that  wh^re  layiti^afilpi^ar 
late  raiment  was  ide&^«d.«  ila  tbery  only-piitidl 
for  a  wind*  my,  mastic  imaKdia^dly  ad4»pt0i}ti^ 
plan  pf  going  witLtbem^  taking  faift'  pivasmeior 
the  name  of  TbomaB  £dwin,  Esq.  .to  preT^entiall 
suspicion^  .    :v'i^ 

'  On  board  the  same  v^mei  were  Ma  iFitamaf0. 
anditwo  daughters^  who  bad  been  s<ftneti^9tS^ 
England  for  ^eben^tof^that  gentleioaiaabvml^ 
biit;«f^^  aow^etuooing  to  timr  estaM^»  .wlia:b.lP9'' 


I  ngple  moo^  rcmmT.         ^n 

mm^^dimikte  tma^iAg^Um  In  vlttn^ft.    The 
«il€l>)oitt^e  foiMes  il^s  Mrs.  Fftst^oitis/  iR^W'llt^ 

«8^ii«<A%«ofi  of  a  Scots  getttt€«hail  lM«ly4eiad^ 
iMl  Muked,  Ihat  he  propose,  pro^i^icl^  lie  lik^ 

lil  £M4iHi^  wte  toosriistH  to^^lkifart  yoi'M^h^ 
4^HH«^  w  fiurepef*  -■  '  •'  J^.^*'' "^  r  *)•:-:. —.-■•> 
^  Feif^itieo'werefiiore  edfcliliited  to  {d^tos^fhaAi 
a^^^mttsfter  at  Ufaat  period,  aitd  ndt  oilly  Miss 
SIiArii;  hnt  lierfather  also,  w^s  greatly  t^^n  with 
Mit}  ke^at  bcif^ife  the  end  of* the  voyage  thedld 
fi^tlMfiatt,  idtose  favourite  d«tughter  rfie  wai^ 
h4d%>M  liim  that  he  wocdd  willingly  give  her  to 
hith  with  fifteen  thousand  pounds  on  llieir  alriVati: 
^>  *^4Mhr.  RtsBMioms  was  a  man  of  sfri^  mofl^s^ 
and  would  as  sooh  have  married  his  danght^  to 
t(i}^MbUr  an  to  a  dneHist;  mymasterrth^c^Qre, 
tfd'HOt  dei^  reveal  to  him  the^real  rei^On  of  U» 
"k^Mitig  ^B^gland, '  nor  yet  his  dhadge  <>f  4iasiie ; 
l^thbr  ikras  k'coBSistaat  with  'hisf^wa  kei4^i  ^ 
<tli«n»fertf'wlas.dead.  ^   ^  ' 

-^  '«<>iie*;^eniilg;  ^eirig  alone  with  hfea  4li^  his 
taiiiii;  aft^someprevidas  diiSi^odrse,  b^^iddrei^^d 
iMr^Jms  1— '^*Harrit8,  I  have  sadi  an  opitidn  of 
y  oar 'fidelity,  that  I  sh^afl  fiot  so-aple  to  dedare 
fti)rr€Siifl'defi|i^s.;  to  eokfess  trulyv  my^heart  nevet 
•liired  tmt  once,  nor  can  ifcever  more*;  hot  Miss 
Rtaanorris's  fortune  is  too  great  an  offer  ta  be 
i^i^t^;  h^r  pei^mitoo  is  aii^bli^;  knfd  T think  I 
Mmiot  do  better  than  marry  her,  as  stich  li  cbn- 
MsWkm  w31  at  ont^e  incase  my  ftirtiifle,  ted  ^ve 
i^r^pectabilfty  iu  the  tionatry.    Mt;  Fitusmon^ 


ham  A'lwtgb  piprtaiMt  ^.ilta%  fWiii^  SidlllQtlf^^ 

9tiU  retain  the  appdl4ti<n.Jiie  if  :nf  TMUJiPf fll JIBifc 
jMiKMLffalk  bb<{tfud«nt  JiOth  pit  tbirtt#^oiW^|l|HMl 

Miimvnn  too  limted  the  9th^  4iif  i  %fi|i#S9|| 
itflidiiio  sail,  l^coi4d:;ffi^  big  diwghtpr'i Jisj^t^jij 
^  <ai$swae  iMia JA^nt^,:  (ov  wiuch  puiqpioQe  i»%«{|«l4f 
jpdo^^Eun^t  •  ceuH .  b^  psmly  obtai^p^^^  ,%1^  )SH^ 
lpa|Dstsnc«  tfito  wiU  .a^  aesist  iip^  QOflrrf?t\yflgaHy 
;6Nr#^;Sa9»9  of  Q^^mw  wo^  inifflftdi^al^  liH4 
ito«>d»acoveigr,  wberei|6  in  theat;Of  |'i|zf|f|g|^|tjA 
Jinll bieloi^ten."  ,„  i;-«,;»ahiarf 

,  y  .*  Ob?  qnr  »ri?j»l  in  Jpmaicja  the  ^im^iUNil 
,pfatte»  ^  my  19919^,  ^rth^^fi^sif  latqAt 
'jhept  att  ii^t  aigut^rd  o»  hiffyyel^,  ^t)i{^^^,gtg|^ 
drfgbly  iiR>  ^iv  ,fit:?qpiTip>».  f»i»ii^%i  sA^jM 
^|ii9iM(«l  :tbei>Qiidt  gemimnvBi  di^,  ,wf4  I^^^^^Utal 
^iliid  {Jitwi^ijbo  liif  eldessjt^aiig^tei^  yt^i^ji^ 
^duft 9f  thfe e^te4o  yoipjr  fapoth{f«|  l^miM^Wi 
within  the  course  of  one  year,  he  a89am4|i^^|| 

before  without  his  consent. < ,.  , , .  . .,,  ,j,  ^■^g^^^ ^ 
K  J.*  Thi# ^viasi^  was^,^K|%  S^?|t%ffiii;,to,unagpB. 
-ten  wb«!  im|»e<liatp}y;^l^Jf:  ;^rfl?f^ff«QLftei| 
JMp!<.  Fitemprri%'g.,9ldv;^e;^t  iftil*^ 
.I^yAd>  ao4  |i)e,bu^ia^fff{^u94|y,^^y/|^[0^^ 
,tbpsj>«ci^:tijnf..i  ,.,:  .£;,  ,ui=q .^iV)  s;n«.>virl  aiii 

sidered  himself  greatlyjf.  my  power,  for  ^^ 


I 


iky«iA«i«Mi  inofe  kiti^h^ss  toi  ne  diiHft  to  mqf 
«Mfei^^4kift  dfMd^slks ;  attd  was  Ulcemoe  partsfn^ 
IMj^'^itat^as  to  me.    In  aboil, 'Sfo>^  itwas  >]»> 

^'^^MH^.  FM[zriK>rrld»  who  ^wa^sbptii^  a.ciliaiwiiat 
hooxMf,  iimd  powessed  of  in  eaceji^mte  tMqwar^  he 
B^^  ItPiedi  1lM>8gh  healways  ^AdeMovrad^  wiinL 
|jyte>e9^  to  bdiave  with  polkdneis^ toiler ^^iMttigr 
Mie^mi^ht  pltki}y  see*  bis  >  conduet  pmjed  oik 
Im^  spirits,  afid  nndermined^  her  hsidth;  iob'teni 
boiMbir  tJHm"  the  nianii^e  Mass  Jfi^Mia  ww  born, 
^  (Ke  year^Howmg  a  6im;  who  was  chrwbaMd 
Wmadn,  «Aer  bis  grandfefr^  Finmoriisu '  Bdt 
4w^  Ylies^  iG^ents  gave  my  tsoe^tur  no  ap^araot 
jfeadtiftey^bis  temper  became  darly  moie  <0reg^ 
beariag  and  insufferable  to  his  dependants^  :aad 
Mf^^apres^mly,  who  had  no  resource,  wouMbear 
iMirW^  In  Ms  fits  of  intoiKieation,  his>/pa9siott8, 
itflOdvisr^ekdted,  knew  no  bounds  ;^  and  ut  thoaie 
lldtoe^  he*  has  eren  been  knowji^^to  owrodfa  the 
ftusdb  sfefcV€fs  wHIi  his  own  handy  %Hait  pwhapsithi? 
^m^re  he  had  taken  to  his  e^braoesct  ;  But 
fin  slmdder.  Sir!  shall  I  fi^ch  you^  ^  g^aw  of 

*&!?!»••••-•  -    '  '.-';.- 

'^^-^'A  glafes  of  t*rater,'  retur^^ed' Godw^ ;  ««iid 
'tfiiin^tirds;'  if  yon  please,  iMbridge  your  narratrvig 
as  mach  as  possible/  -  *^ 

^^ffalr&,  having  presented  the  water,  cbtitmued 
M^  :-^^  My  master  b^d  engaged,  'dilHi6st  itftm^di- 
ii^f  alUir  his  father-in-law'a  death; '  a  sui'geon  to 
iltt^d  the  estate;  tfeos  young  m^n  in  time  became 
hk  fityourite  companion,  and  I  believe  was  the 
A^ligsftor  of  much  of  the  rajsc^nef  that  was  perpe- 


4»4  tne  f^ARM^ti  or ; 

tmt^';  ildt,  fjMvieti^  to  m  liimg  te  diiiMidit;^ili^ 

hriing:  l%e  iofimi  sEftd  a^^tti€r^fiQff^^0i;f^m^riK»i 

^at  tb^m^  \m  bar  estate  {>eifehed^^#oii^/wittttiiif 
«li!F^'  wfatftt  thi^y  b^gun  to  M  pa^liidlft'faAotati 

^  ber.pow^r,  ai^^ed  tfaeiB  wfaeot  eh^ihliiiilll 

*  ^/hm  tity  niastei^  bad  t^een  m§»A4Abtim(ai 
iskf^eti  y efttis,  a  ^namfa^r  of  D^Mb  iif«a»9lfDtl^  iKi^ 
^4ed.df  ikt^n  adjoiAlfi^  plantati^  >  iA:t4ba4adl 
ii«'piil'€^a^(^^  two>  a  ftiulMto  hbyy^ikA^^ff^pstilm 
ilM;  abdiHt^i^it^A,  the  latter  tm4$  fiMm  ^cffHfNl 

kiompli^mi:  S^tLxOikp^  {iteaMd tny4dbti4 
hi^iSt  I  bcfliev^  h^^psMred  no  paing  «b  vkduebte^ 
^ut  in  Vain,  a;^  khe  beqaoie  ^^tifettlariby:  jaiilwiriifci 
to^  i^y  fnidtri3S(i^  ^hibh  pdti^fy^iidi^MMUhlf  to 
tehdl^r  ^his^  aitt^mptis  frtritlesft;:  tit^nfi^i^^^sai^mM 
^^w^re'  that  bMh  prM[it8«»  itnH  dip^tft:<<MibHf# 
i^lo<yed;  i  •  -,  ■'  ^  '•  ^  -  ■•  .'  -  /r'irilaoJkufc 
'  One  evening  Ibat  I  happened-  to  69in^i<flife 
iWift6  to  my  misu^tbr  (dtad  the  siit^gttoft>i»<6is  paeMMii 
i  heard  the  iMter  say;  ''r¥0Q«reto^!ie;rdpfd^ 
Wiil  give  you  somethmg  to^Aieiriiaw;  whitDbKiMlrf^ 
•tiii^tered  in  agtags  <if  ^mtae  or  ptm6lM':^iGi^iMd&«e 
^ail  objection^.^^  I  heard  no  mdre^n#te4M4<dUl 
I  tMhk  about  iPvakt^  tm^^B^yB^t^ffrnk^i^mm 
4nt(QrmM  tkist  the  bmdMme  molMta^i^^  ^dfilg, 
aiid  had  d^ckred  foluUa  thfift  it  ^tt^eccMbiifl 
hf  ^^wAe^mg  adtnwistefed .  m  poiciitl^iuiNr^tlite 


^taaufkmm^hiti^^^         I  bad  b^ftrd  .vat^a^i 

4Avbff  the  ^be^avkmr. of  my.  ms^tor;  isho  4w^# 
^myi^pixjppe^tjiiA  pasi»Uwl3r.uQUappirf  j^v  rat^ 
iMii£INli9ied<  nAad^tbQi)gb'4Q^tlQsa^v.€»y]^^^ 
la»lifmiWM  tis^f  tbe  ^islat  hugth  |iMe4r  >l^«ife 
ittii4>Ai^fQjr6  &he  bp.d  told  JuUa  tHat;ycv^r  broth^i( 
kodb^kiki  ind^diaotage  of  the.  stupor  ia  ^oh  she 
|l«ratrltiyv; 

/  Jalia^  who  n^d  a  gareat  favoarite:wi0i  ray  aus-t 
tiiifHi^di^»B«t  fail  «to.  mfe?im  hex  p£  this. ;  imd\  who- 
ikOf  k^r(kmMt  dedioai  froia  thsrt.tiiiii^,  pr  ifoMt 
«^j|«iQral  caos^,  orUiat  grief  by  d^gi:eea.lllld9t 
irfptQd  ihet  QonstitutMHi,  I  knaw  not;;  k^  db» 
noQI^rl  ^dicHre,  imiled  afterwards  ^  wdM  ka* 
^htov»i)(mff.  died  apparently  of  k  cfimfmp^mi 
J»it<i(rbtliete.i«eKer  complaiiied  to  mjf  om^  md 
pMAtskih^mtav^  who  Uvedoa  a';. small  .estate 
iMi^aiBM^.  us*. 

01  *xAlmitsm*vfeek»  previou9  to  tlua /Qveiit, m» my 
itatttafiwadretpa&iiig  'home  oalic^pv^jbaqk  frow a 
jriritiiaifcpqiimga  aioall  wood,;  he  racijiyed  &  piatolr 
«hot  on  hisahoiilder,  apd  had  doubtless  fallea,  aji 
fdie^b^  Was^refiaatod,  Jmt  fiurrlihe.fieetiiesa  qf  his 
Jiaoieb.  JWtaiiately,  hcwev^r,  he  escftped  with 
Ui9i9*0ffae^JVMmdiml&(^  didBot  prove  dai^^eroua- 
^^Hbr9t^we  could  not  by  aay  meaaai^simQiso  who 
maaidi^  aiithor<of  this  ^ttem^  ;o  j>ut  we  were  not 
llimi^flk^uflpensey  fof « the  fcdl^wkig  evening  t^ 
jiipigjMmimsnoitally  w^a^e4^  a.^an^ 

.Ifilfaplirlfty^tibi^ftAttta^  wasi^pMJiasfKl  wi& 

Hii&ciiPJb  ^4U«I  iwai»  sold  to<;bo  .h&  iQpeti,^  Though 
di^siilg^oatiMft^  aeiiS!^kssi^il^Sii.'£a94^  <  djisepvered, 


4M  rmn  vikimmst  or 

.he  fiuurrHP^iom^  h<WBayTaii4fe0oreiw^ilffifl^' 
iy  to  dteoiOfe^iirlto.  h%d  iwowrfed:  lifairtrtiHitqut'^ 
witManding  all  possible : ^earch.JHias  icrtadb^it 
was  without  effect;,  the  AiAii  w«^  mutenitadBcfa, 

.  hikviog  doabtljtoftMtbef  maide  aWt»yt  ^with .  ImnaBf, 

*  These  events  all  conspiredtOtmiidiKiijJhBmaiea 
hatf&d  ,tp  my^^fi^t^i  raod^e  taUcedfOf^odShiii]^ 
^  l$iO«)fie»  ^Mod  lif^Uta^.m  Ftttna^  ia9tJieif«»#t 
)ii^  tbeie  i|ir€i«C^t)r :  Immererr  afib^jnm^'detilRe- 
9f^%,^ke,e9me  to  the  KSoliitkm;to>ae|idf«MjRst 

:.  to  £i%)a]|d»  tb  ipquire  iato  er^ry  thiiig^4l]^iiUi^ 
eoAccim  bur  retuiai  thi&er:  .''fioiv'' Maakloife^ 
^^^ongh  I  heiiere  I  amoiu^  alttorad^.tittifvs- 
ilttily'notoooiigh  to  prerent  my  .bsitig;l«i6wAv]iy 

i  any;  of  iD.y  form^  acgoaintaftce;  mA  th»8ibfiii 

.  siilltorftige^omy  name  and  thataccoiiMa  .'dtld 
wiU:  b^  reipistnb^d*  During  my  (ih«Mig(»i(e»n 
residence  here  I  liaye  never sedabflittOiftpt^snipn 
.thai;  If  w»s  e^tmot^d  witk  in  jE^ig)midi;«rflM  he 
^newi^ptkms*  of  tJ»eireiieouiiter  ^i)Sk>^ih^xi^[flmf 

^  ao^'tliat  I  ^ba4  ever  ^^jbttged  my  .natnet^tet^flity 
^ei^  tfaiw  l^?»nofri« ;  md  iimX^^mun^ilMw^ior 
icirpie4  by']^>ne5ii9piajpeiw  Ui^edboltarfshiirliABi^ 
after  k^  r^P^vds^&^sblNd ;  X  baw  tiMiw£wO(rttttle 

.  ,i,Yet  in  all?  BrobJibiHty  it.^vaa^ftQ»  :iBm}ift^ 
ageitlcbeat^  it<;  saijl  (^^  fpvhf^Wmm^4my 

mP^Y:  4JHmiry#  JA^J^y>  ^ihpr  wiw  ^dvimtoflie^ 
oo^y  QiaB«i44A  J^U^ib^d^ew  jUi^^fd»gfyi^^T^]it 

served,  *'  yoasball  go  to  En|^and,  Wfttefifurtwibr 
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laqQ%^after  tte  few  pedpki  li^mmh^o^n  nb, 

cognized  after  such  aa  absence,  peKHiCfttlttiiy  \ib- 
fiadwmloA^i^iiiamei"  *  '  ^         *  ^      a..  , . 

S^xf/Hrisire6olii«k)n  WM  not  mtii^ed' t6'e<^;  I 
Ifilt^rt^in ibefiiriM tessel,  a^ r^it^hM^^^laAd 
gttktfeiy/^wb^re,  on^inqaity,  Tifewid  MpsUWiit- 
^^aib9#4iiid  b€%b  dead  t^o  y4^ari^ ;  *  «tojt  'Bsitt4lttlie 
^illidLiiiiUle  uiitet*^,  and  was  4»6ttled  al^  Madra^s  ill  ^ 
r^Ifaclu^e  situation;  ai^,  finally^  what  h  knew 
"^n^^ittttgi^^^  niy  master  great  i»atis(action,  Ihe  man 
veiiiiirr^k^tithe  ha^ard^table  at  So<itiiaiiiptoa,^aild 
'^^  titag^the  4«ly  witness  of  the  quairrel,  thodgh^nOt  of 
l^^itUe  fiii^U  "Mis  dead ;  so  that  I  soto  tiqrote  ba^k 
i^tiroi'dithdt  ^  1  b^liwed  he  had  nothmg'  ti^  fi^^  iKit 
n^slg^twtahi^  when  he  pleaiied.  -  >-  '»  ^  '  > 
^l  i^fltodnMia^ta*  he  came  to  fiE^lldld,  a.«td^  dirt^r- 
qeiiil^'to^  Ffettirn  to  the  Wefst  Iitdies  iio^mOre; 
T4heMbra  put  up  tiie  eeNmte  and  negrdei^  >  £p¥*tta3e. 
-xilr§ii^iow  the^rest,  Sfer ;  and  I  hate  onJy  ttf  4dd> 
t>i|liiail&li^  now^  dmnkhardar  than  ever,.  gWre^  mc^e 
dl^y^to  p&^idon,  ^nH  aeidovk  s^pt  alt^hoiiM.     -^ 

'  From  one  of  those  noiSKwiial  rer^k  ht^ri^ilrii' 
^^(»a^«M^4ui^bef&r«  biie^k^^^^  itiaf  slate  of 
.dtiil^tate di^ractidn^  beoting^hi^ htodagaihst^e 
-^mbiAtbti  anCd  actkigalboiiisigndve^^ 

the^  cause  jrf  whick  T  tdtlld'lawfep  troly  Itttnl ; 
<tMt=iy^  oMe^  hint^  thai  be  hitd  by  some  chance 
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f  Had  we  uotidotab^jit  that  ifilitiiiateMffl^ 

liiaii'iiirdbwitii^^itd ?'?-  -     -  ;-    .ir^vi?  4rl  irrslliv 
Harrie  h^sii^ted^ « bdt  a  stemdooAL  .frdm^^Mfl 
WiU'  %itg«dr  liim  to  pi^^eeed:  ^i'My,'wtJBmtBr{Wki 

wMx^hdiliied^MM  lierat  £rftt  .«d^^   nidknfinK 
kaveittameil^ier.'r  '  i-  '^r'«-iIiT0jfidt 

'Ifaad/  re{>lii^d '^Qdwin,  /Jtkds^fionHBf  jiite^ 
nitittt^s  '^onv^i^atioii  alone  .isi^ilii  .th^  aBg»8bo- 
snan,  whom  you  call  Julia,  and  msLS>imftfgingM 
bm rmpmting  Aniia'd'illiiess;  4gttie  j^dsqudttmg 
cthiKt  at  K^ii^f^  irrested  hiy  attootien^  aii4  lafaBM 
pe^tilB^  mid  willi  bonror^  i^hi^  Anna  op^ieAj^ 
^oor;  imd'Ae  pmd^iitly  dropped  ^thedisc^uraB^ 
ddd  i  my  qci^^dKms^ ;  htA  her  answeis  «eka«»l(ior 
implj^tfaat  my  brothet-^w  Jthe  causer,  ofinfafa) 
lUa^grgJ  ^iSay^  was  it  so?   yon  doxribtleas^Mib  wl 

Hiui^,ifindteig  I^>thiiir4iiatiad^^  ddubtUbn 

lie  discovered,  replied,  'I  call  God  tonititaefl^ 
4li^  m  fhi^l  at^ecM^  vrab  ianoc^  A^c^nay^Mikter 
i^ad  seiit  me  tfawt  e^reihiiig'l^^Lotiddb  wq^faiimtsri 
«d  i^ky^mtili^tbemofiiittg,  ^emd)  bi«i^  bei&  wdni 
idfMr^.  Bitzfn<>)^ii^'^h^^tfa;*a^r?4bd^^^ 
lUing  ^  the  1^8fnd^  i&'agitatiou  duiil^ititi^ 

'^Ih^feJbiMi()^iMmiied  her$^^M^ 
<  b#oafi]»€^  I  ti^uM  1^  stodc  h^^mtlitbd  i«ttf«ii& 
brance,—  but  shall  ribqiiire  thtetruthiitftiij^ 
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fotiilad.7mr,  ^i(l.att$iikd  tfie  idiilattoif    '^  :      ;  f 

oitfaifiiiiqMtatiil:.    £dwiiiKMild3iiqft«b6ra€b&44^ 

yiUaia  he  woTuld  have  9aid»  bfeit:thefvrasd  ditdvCHT 

]tiK(li^s;li9  lle.fecoikitted  thci  tof^  » 

r.iiMytiQftster,  wast  uiiiG(a«bt$dl3r,\jr»^uiiM4  Hii^ 

qH,  ;^£orf'lid[  eonleaa^it  toMOeaiiihis  fi%lilt#)Erb»dk 

^itrdlHsfceK^  aidtaeof  the  sfutte  Idnd  4halr  h6  g»r<i 

&atunhaf»py  girl;:  butam<»8tnii]rafccilDiii»eir<Him<i 

StaHkOBptf^eoibbd  it  b^ing  favourable  t^jiisiMi^h^s.' 

ovSeiqiiick/  mtertrupted  6o4iyiiiy  ^aqd/i^li^i^i^ 

ky'jsnsiieiise/    •  ,:,/.  jf 

7Mf(A%r*madt^T  "^hen  h&th€ru9ht<sheiwaft  di«iet^p^ 

Atttdij^d  the  apartraemt^  Whef^  h^  fOtmdJherocM^ 

plkely  dressed  f  btit  ^m  appi'oacbing  tq  1^0  04 

bffir^^a  sight  instantly  struck  him,  tiiat  at  Qnc4 

foitoired  *  all  the  ideas  with  which  be  ei^ared  the 

QhAmber ;  for  on  her  hand,  Mrfaich  lay  ?cro^ed  Ovttt 

fafir  hosQlii;  ^as  the  idfentiqsl  titkg  ^t  he  M& 

made  the  pledge  of  his  faith  to  his  first  l0»ye>  and 

^ipUkih  he  afterwards  saw  on  h«r  filig^r  when,  in 

tketcoffin.  ,       .  •* 

1  «e-TM»sight  bad  so  vidlent^n  effecj;^  ^  he  iii^ 

fectefi^iine,  that  hesunk  into  a  cMtir  by  the  b^d^. 

4idfe^^  /The  woTds  od  your  fii^tei^niuTlft v:y  wheuevoi 

the  iocrked  at  ike  riQg;;dufing  h^r  i(ni^»iii<7»  ^nd 

iirbibh'.yjDiir  old  ^rvant  had  iu&rosai  hioi  og 

seemed : t^^  ^imd  in  im  <ear%«*--<'  I  ap.Edvrtn'f 

idfei"    Hid  likewiaf^  told  ma^  4h«t  in  ^e^  ftenzded 

mUFUWli  <>|the.moment^fh&  loii^d  1^^^ 

ing  to isae  Jber  «itand  besadfr hiin^  i  j .  ;       1,   ..  is 
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*  After  lie  was  a  little  recovered  he  withdi^w 
the  ring  from  her  hand,  hoping  to  find  he  hild> 
been  mistdcen ;  bnt  the  initials  of  his  own  nam^' 
engrav^i  on  the  reverse,  confirmed  his  terror  aiid 
"amazetnent ;  in  addition  to  which,  at  that  iifSdtasi' 
Miss  Anna  was  seized  with  fits.  Her  screamer 
alarmed  Jnlia,  who  immediately  came  to  h^,  and 
remained  during  the  night.  I  mCist  <^mifm9  I 
persuaded  my  master  that  the  ring  had  m^^ 
come  into  her  possession  by  chance;  and  he, 
eager  to  quiet  his  own  uneasiness,  endeav<lurei! 
to  believe  it  was  so ;  but  I  am  convinced  it  caused 
him  great  alarm,  as  well  as  increased  unhi^ppi- 
ness.' 

GrodMrin  now  rose  fi'om  his  chah*,  and  sooQ  after  - 
withdrew,  without  visiting  the  apartoimt  wi^KHS* 
his  brother's  body  was  deposited.  i. 


CHAP.  Lvn. 

Godwin  returned  to  the  inn  in  a  irtate  of  miftd 
tiiat  shunned  all  observance,  and  retired  for  some ; 
hours  to  his  chamber  before  he  could  a«sttiiie. 
sufficient  composure  to  join  Anna  and  Reuben, 
the  former  of  whom  he  could  not  look  upon  with: 
out  execrating  the  villany  which  cotdd  plot  the  . 
destruction  of  such  innocence. 
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f  ^w^'  days  after,  at  a  very  earfy  hour,  ittre  re^ 
iftahis  of  Eidwm  WfTe  privately  interred  in  the 
i^arest  femal-place ;  and,  to  the  great  relief  and 
liiliflifactiaii  of  all,  the  evening  foHowiijg  brou^ 
Ibdr  hf^ved  Mi«.  Pahaier/  lo  embraces,  que^r^ 
1$omi  sxtd  tears,  the  hourg'were  passed  until  the 
flight  was  fai'  advanced,  all  at  length  retiring  to 
rfest  with  minds  much  relieved  by  the  soothing 
iSterference  of  true  friendship.  ^ 

:Oj*  tile  morning  following,  Godwin,  drawing 
BIfS.  Palmer  aside,  requested  her  opinion  respect- 
ii^  his-  brothw's^  children ;;  at  the  same  tim^  ac- 
qiifitinfting  her  with  sdl  that  had  passed. 

*  My  heart,'  said  he,  *  prompts  me  to  relinquish 
sich  ill-gotten  wealth,  even  for  them ;  but  if  you 
tHihk  tt  mjr  duty  to  endeavour  to  defend  it,  I 
will  do  violence  to  my  inclination  and  aittempt  it; 
hut  never  shall  Anna  share  money  thus  procuji^d:' 

*  My  advice  then,  my  good  friend,*  replied  she, 
*  will,  I  fancy,  be  conformable  to  your  wishes.  A 
law-siut  would  but  reveal  the  actions  pf  youj:  un- 
jia^py  brother;  and>  perhaps,  be  productive  of  no 
xeai^  advantage.  Some  way  may  be  foimd,'  eoa- 
tHHied  she,  with  a -smile,  ^  to/reccMhpense  &em 
fojp  their  los9,  if  they  are  virtuous ;  for  ypu  knovr 
npt  how  rich  I  am  become  since  we  parted/ 

^W^  Jwtra*tce  heir^  iftf  thfe  l^aiter  with  at  1e^£4ir  ' 
pat-e  ^b)p  tt  the  disdoiii^e;4t  was  ifrora  Mri.  • 
Fiiiitiidrris^  and  contamed  thesfe  words  :i-     '    *  - 

•  Since  I  sa^  you  i  feave  heard  froai  my  s^^ter,  and  iho^^l 
•J^a^e  liaCi  nd  commiihicatien  with  her  for  .sevei:al  years,  yet  I . 
tbought  justice  required  !  i^houtd  Jtrfomi  her  of  *the  basineiss 
21  3  P 
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in  qirestioD ;  and  the  result  is,  that  if  you  do  not  reliaquiah  it, 
.Tve  shall  jointly  i^ne  for  the  purchlute-money  receive  >'f0r,tMf 
estate,  and  likewise  what  property  your  Inrother  died  pos^^ssn 
ed  of,  to makie  up  the  deficiency.  As  ydu  were  candid  enofuf^ 
to  mention  your  real  circumstances  when  you  caHod  q«^  jqntttA 
by  ho  means  wish  to  encumber  yoa  wil&  tl^j»(pea8^t|llt 
i^iist tiaturally  attend  the  care  of  WtUiamaod  Ediths* :  1^0991 
though  the  children  of  my  sister,  I,  muatheieitfleilMq^k^ 
produce  to  the  world  as  such.  My  sister.and  aelf  jiha^  Bf>t 
proceed  until  we  have  your  answer,  ^^   i*  ' 

'I  remain.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

.    'L;  Fitzmorris/ 
■/'        r  ■  .  ^     :  '    .1     -*{/ 

Godwin- preseuted  the  letfc^  with  j^-sn^^^J^o 
Mrs.  Palmer,  who,  hayipg  rea4  it, ,  giisryy^^iji^, 
/  Poor  narrow-minded  woman !  I  should 


pity  the  children  were  they  to  be  d?pe^^/l|[t^  on 
her.  I  have  already  given  you  my  opiipip^,^j|jd 
while  you  reply  to  her  letter,  shall  taJk^^^  f^^^ 
and  Anna  with  me  to  visit  Edijtha-'  .  raanxtri 
Godwin,  beio^  left  alon^,  im  ajteiji^^y j^^^j^d 
Mrs.  Fitzmonis's  letter  as  foUows.:T*7i|v/i^.  ,>  ^^ 

'■•'Madamr    '  '/  "''^'     '^^i^i^  ! '.. 

^  Before  the  receipt  of  yours  my  det^rrikinatibff  wUi^  td8M(.  I 
have  neither  time  nor  incKnatioo  for  A  lawi'Miity  '«&d|itii9t  I 
shall  be  able  to  provide  for  my  brot1ier'ii^;(;^|jl:|]^j^^j^at 
having  recourse  to  st^h  disi^gr^fiable  meaiifi^  |h)ju^ijiam  of 
opinion  th%t  justice  would  gpive  a  verdict  in  their  mour,  their 
fi^ht  beinjg  obvious.  But  to  have  done  with  this  stil^^di  I 
could  wish  you  to  send  somie  one,  or  be  present'yotriHeHl^ifthe 
opening  of  my  brother's  escritoir^  wbicfa  I  sedfejliiptd^ilis 
papers,  of  no  value,  I  shall  undouj^ledly  ckim  ;  .|i^)^jwiU  give 
up  evteryc^er  property^  there  or  elsewhere,  t^.wliM||^^ott 
sballappQio%.  ¥our  offer,  respectingthechildren^^I^iamt  beg 
leave  l^p.dectine ;  ^the  expense  of  them  i  shall  iiot  feelV^aiid  as 
^yjim.  capd^ly  own,,  you  who  are  the  sister  6f  iheir  undfldikiog 
mother,  that  yoii  should  bhish  hereafter  l^|>iio(kic&diem  to  the 
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#brltf,  wbut  veeeption  may  they  not  eicpe^t  feom  strapgers  ?  I» 
hfi^eter,  mab  to»|iare  boththeaiiaiiilyou  auch  mortificMion, 
ib^niy  feelings  are  fortunalely  uot  so  aputej  nor  iny  friends  of 
feat  <!lass  who  will  blame  tkm  for  the  errors  of  their  unhappy 
Aidlelr.  •  I, htive  nobbing  more  to  add»  but  to^  request  you  would 
Uft^if  l>ii«iitiess  be  settled  between  ua  as^p^edily  as^ppssible^ 
%  l^hall'Si^nd  fcr  my  nephew  from  si^bppl  iiivwdtfttely^  jintend- 
i^  ikrtiEike  bim  home  with  tte.   ,  i     ■;    .  ,' 

*  I  am,  Madam,   ^our  hunible  servant, 

*W   Godwin.' 

Mrs.  Palmer,  who  soon  after  retcimed  with 
Anha  aiitl  Editha,  whom  she  had  taken  from 
bc'hodl/  approved  of  the  letter^  which  was  seat  off 

^'^  Oil  ttie  day  following,  Mrs.  Palmer  went  to 

'fJbndbn  alone ;  and  though  shehdd  not  mentioned 

^itto  God%ih  before  her  departitre,  called  on  Mrs. 

FitzmoiTis.    That  lady  received,  her  with  more 

'i^^icitiie'ss  than  asulal,  and  appeared  violently  piqued 

at  Godwin^*  reply  to  hei^  letter,      -i 

*  I  came,  Madam,'  said  Mrs.  Palmer,  '  to  thank 
1  yioii.  fo|(;  your  kindness  to  my  Anna,  and  also  to 
^  ^eoQAgratulate  you  on  your  recovery  ffom'so  severe 
^I'^^'ift  fndfcpositioii.' 

^l^^'iRf  1^  M^  M  understood^  IVIar 

1  ^8iii?iv,  replied  she,  *  that  the  yo6itg  persoa  y^u  left 
iiiiWiitb  me  was  your  daughter,  or  I  cannot  say  I 
^iii9hQlilli^^  readily  have  ^cepie^  the  charge.* 
^^s^  <  «i[ii4epd  I  am  so  accmatomed  to  caH  Anna  my 
"^  jq®ld',  anid  to  treat  heit  ad  such,?  said  Mrs.  Palmer, 
r^  ;•  ifiat  f  do  not  vvonder  at  your  mis^ke.  But  I 
3'iiiliiapie.  she  has  not  disgraced  your  kindness  V 
♦^  v>^  d^She  is,  I  uiid»stwd,'  replied  Mrs.  Fitzmorris, 
haughtily^  ^  a  natural  daughter  to  that  man  whom 
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4r  wsMi;  ii«^%Hrti|D^e  enough  (^ifx^^fiiyt>ymMsi\^,iMX 
my  br^tbcy,  anil  i^bo  bftd  theluiisttraace^iiQfe^^idijr 
to  bequeath  hef  a  sbare  of  tbd  ^oAitnfe  ke^}fakd  HO 
.iSS^tftQ^  but'^pUo,  lea^e  my  mi&^^  cbildc^^  to 

.    'l^iem  mffim^^M/  reptied-dlML  iBtlifeiti); 

*  bui  f^n^  J  f^mcjs.  imscoikcebe  theireal  Mitodtite 
in  li^  of  Mr-.  Oodwis,  of  ybii  woold  Udt  4ilifi  hin^ 
iaf^or  to  a. plants.  It  is  true  he.;kt)a.&hiiitt; 
JMii  hi^  ianm^  f^hfOh  iACQ«$litafaH^,»  ^^^ Mtv; 
aaed  I  cna^pv^  joo  iby  wordthf^; I|fcs  €faifalreii>iia^ 
llav^y«*Ey.Kfi|)eiCtctb)i#fo|rtll&6St     .  »i>ji3t 

'  Ab  for  .the  liEUher  of  Anna  I  ]ia.¥Kit!»MPihib| 
JbotitKrice^  ail4  that  Was  ii^re  When  LoB^edf&r 
]M9r ;  ^ml  ffi  he  i^en  fcaew  not  her  pecttdBf.  iieitli^ 
4i<t  lief>i4ieift^  wrote  ^haA  p9fi^  know  her  c^ 
nexionsMid  "^pectaoc^,  Which  I  li»si|tdty4>«tiii» 
bqo^iiNrhhl^  ^Dfon^h  to.  itaake  her  l4H>k  do^rjl'  oi| 
mf^  beq«es|  he  migfalb  lefiYeh«|'^  tai}  i^a|bsfi^  i(tq 
b^.C^tii^r.a94  H^ter/  '.'  .  ^^'V*;^. 

•  .TyB;)pra8  spoken  intfotio^aHy  to^fsod^h/Miiak 
Mitpmm^'sk  jtritiei;  kdidiBo^  fodthel^ii^bMaiilli 
inore  cond^cending,  promisiiig  C6i«tteqd  p»mmfr 
ally  the  day  foU«M^ii^  4t  Hodn^ow»i       -;  >  *v '. 

T}«^  foilqlwiB^  niaiwiift  Mrs.  .Fit£]»on^^&ni 
tr^e  to  her  apfioi^taiMit,  and  with  >)»i>  attiftlMy^ 
Godwin  aikd  Mrs.  Palmer  went  to  the  kra^tfittl; 

W3|s  lately  jBdlN^ti'i^  T^e  esarib»l«d'4t#^<^^» 
fwere  opened  lajM'pvcssieiH^Oy  4md)M€mitie«i1httMl 
to  the  aiaci^aiit  <(f  th^  p^fam4si  ^^^ 

which  Mr.  pi^lwm  i^^  Mri^.  iStatnioi': 

mi  w,  Eec^ivjng  ;i»  iK^ioittal  fropfi  ha  aaail  ii«t 
mst^;  afttf  which  th^  separate^  good  Idendli, 
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^.Mfsc  FitCAOnw  propdsk^  t6  see  theiA^mtivb 
4lays  ;>  their  intention  being  to  depart  fdor  liigl^ 
*.^dad''<»b&e  thirds  .;•..-*•>.  ^^t*  ;  .^ 

•1  A)tt  the  Okwmng  before,    G^\^inr  hakl  eeitt 
Reuben,  accompanied  by  Mlis/ JPahb<^)^^  ^iH^lUiU 
,t»ri^6h  kH  nephew  Waiiam-  from'  WiSsdbiteter, 
ilirith'ittihpm  they  BKiv^ed  the- 8e«Qli^^<kya^ 
mihWr^.  Faimer  aiid  Oodwiq  w«te  pl^a^d  with 
^Bditha,  they  were  not  less  so  with  her  brother 
:yiim>  was  eqttaUy  wttlesB  find  tLffeMianat^, '-  mid  as 
ilBaofa^ flattered  by  being  beloved./   Rectben  with 
tenderness  had  informed  himof  his  father's  deaths 
^hdugknotol  die  means;  before  ^y  b^oa  the 
jjjfOiiiiiey ;  and  thotfgh  his  grief  haid  at  fitist  been 
hitteryt  yet  die  muay  claims  th^  s^aned  to  re[d«liee 
.^^Ims  of  a  patenti  who  had  never  treateil  him 
jVitkilfiiQdHesiB^  soon  calmed  his  i^ictfionl        ^^ 
lo'PwIbUoi^ngn^oktiiBg  brought  Mrs^  FUiBmor- 
\m^  'mho  mrDeolity  app^aned  lnui^'  to  part  with 
Editha.  At  the  repeated  entreaty  «€  -Mw-  Pali»e«i 
sh^ati^liSth  condescmded  to  proinise  to  vi^it  her 
4to&Mi^ifhig  syniinier ;  and,  at  her  departure;  pre- 
fmiieAi  ber  nephew  and  niefce  with  a  fifty  pouii^ 
poteeach,  for^pocket-moncryt 
afi  (Qodiwin  theii  sent  for  Haiiis».  and  taking  Kim 
4l|lMt^.itt<|fBred  bow  in  futare  ht  la^^ant  lo  dispose 
M^bimB^.      '  '/^"• 

y-^vjl.bai^ wished,  Sity  i^Iied  Harris^  "^to^iretirt^ 
laumy^own  country,  wfaieh  is  S^mersetsbh^ ;  and 
Iferitibat^ purposed  ha?e  for  some  year&  been  endea^ 
wnriagi  to  realise  a^m  si^csent  to  purcha^aii 
wintity  for  my  lifift,  tbat  might  imabte  me  to  lite 
,d»c3en«l3t/-'   .   -  '-  :     «    — 
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'  And  have  you  obtained  the  means  ?'  detnanded 
Godwin. 

*  I  have  about  five  hundred  pounds/  relied 
Harris;  *but  the  purchase,  I  am  told,  vnXltk^Sk^ 
another  hundred/,  *      '^   '-  ^^^ 

*  On  my  return  home  I  will  remit  wliiff'v^ 
make  up  the  deficiency/  said  Godwin;  ^^litf^i 
hope  the  remainder  of  your  life  ivill  'make  st^^ii^ 
for  the  impropriety  of  the  earlier  part  of  it^^^^^*^'^ 

Harris  expressed  his  thanks,  then  added,^**MHfe 
Fitzmoriris,  Sir,  ordered  me  this  morning  folbWii* 
my  master's  watch  to  you,  and  receive  your  tfi^d^ 
concerning  his  clothes/  ^    ^     j.:A 

*  Give  the  watch  to  William/  answered  GodMiJif ; 
•  for  the  clothes,  they  are  yours/  •  ^    ^r 

He  then  pulled  the  bell^  and  desired  the  WatVer 
to  send  up  his  nephew ;  who  obeying  the  'fiodl- 
mand|  Harris  presented  him  with  th#\fi0riftfi, 
which  the  youth  received  with  a  moist€iie*''&^ 
and  an  expressive  look  at  his  uncle;  ^.^tlktete^t 
Harris.  .•:>/; 

'If  I  understand  that  glance  aright,  WHKitii/ 
said  Godwin,  'it requires  this  answer,*^YttfeU[^fc- 
tention  is  praiseworthy,  act  as  your  heart  d#e^/ 

William  Hr  anted  no  second  permissidti,^*%tat 
presented  the  note,  given  him  by  Mrs.  titMlit- 
lis,  to  his  father's  servant :  Harris  having  Kjptittfed 
his  thanks,  Godwin  bade  him  aidieu,  atid  Viflf'iifl 
nephew  joined  his  friends,  who  w^ted  iAi  pre- 
sence to  supper.  '  ''i- 
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i^  Ave,  the ;  next  niorning  tlie  party  journeyed 

homeward,  Mrs.  Palmer,  Anna,.  $Iditba,  Williairai 

fp.4  ^^]}i^f  ui  a  post-coach,  and  Godwin  and  his 

fOfi.on  hQi:^ci)acJc»     On  the  fifth  evening  they 

Surii^ed  withiA  sight  of  home,  Godwin  at  oncq 

elated  with , the  thoughts  of  enabracing  his  family, 

^t^' depressed  how  to  broak  the  death  of  Edwin 

to  .^isfiither;  for  every  occurrence  was  unknown 

1:0^  thi^m,  as  he  bad  only  specified  in  his  letter  that 

Anna  was  with  him  and  well,  and  that  he  only 

waited  for  Mrs^  Palmer  to  return.    The  noise  of 

the  carriage  announced  them ;  and  in  a  moment 

^tJ^j^  IvHo^e  family  were  at  the  gate,     I^leasure  for 

ji(9nie|ipaex>Tercame  the  curiosity  that  the  appear- 

jt9(9A/Ojr  straagers  would  otherwise  have  excited ^ 

^4^^?^4  ^^  being  acquainted  with  Editha,  and 

^^XW^tQ  ber  with  a  rapture  too  great  to  suffer  Iiis 

welcome  to  be  eloquent.     A  little  recovered,  they 

antiereii  the  house,    where  Godwin  taking   his 

nepheiv  and  niece  by  the  hand»  Ijed  them,  to  wards 

jj^^^ikd]^,  saying^  as  they  knelt  to  the  venerable 

/(/Q^d  gian,  *  The  blessings  of  Heaven,  my  beloved 

ij^fspt^  multiply  upon  us  !     Heipeive  those  inno- 

:  ^^n|^,-*-tb(^ir  x^laim  ^upon  you  is  great ;  they  are 

3  rll^ichiUiren  of  my  brother'  ^        , 

j.»5.v  TUf^  elder  Godwin  wag  fpr  3ome  time  too  touch 

amazed  to  reply;  at  length  burstiiig  into  a  flood 

of  tears,  he  threw  his  feeble  arms  around  their 

necks,  and  blessed  them. 


L. 
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William  Godwin,   fearing  the  surprise  wduld 
be  too  mnch  for  him,  4^ii*ed  the  young  people  to^ 
withdraw  for  a  few  minutes :  a  cdmmand  that  was 
instantly  obeyed,  and  he  was  left  with  hi$  ikther; 
!6emardp  Mrs.  Palmer,  and  his  wife;  .   ^    i 

*Oh  upeak,  my  soar  cried  Godwin  ;^wlialr 
Aieans  this  ?  Say,  bave  my  prayers  been  heaitl*!^ 
Ib  Edwin  repentant!  for  yon  have  dmibtieM  seen 
him.    Shall  t  be  so  blessed  befi>re  I  dier     > 

'Alas!  my  father,*  replied  he,  ^ Edwin  is-  nd 
more !  fits  last  »qi*est  was  my  protec^n  of  hte 
diildren.^  ^  ^ 

*  May  his  ermm  be  obliterated,  and  may  herafti 
in  feace  V  «jaciila(ted  Godwin :  *  But  say,  mf^ni 
ha^te  not  these  chMdren  a  mother  f 
:  Di^illiain  Ibien,  in  as  careful  a  manaier  Bk  po^ 
kible,  OEfoiined  his  fadier  <]€  his  brother's  dikn^ 
e^  naoaie,  his  nkania^  in  Jamaica,  a»i  ittf  sttfitee* 
(jpient  conseqiiences,  suppregging  eireiy  tllih^i;' h^ 
poflsjbly  could  that  wMrld  give  pain,  and  sdftkli 
i^g  wbaft  he  conid  not  absolnteiy  conceal  ^  fi)baU^; 
rimcJiii;ding.byi»foimm^  EdwiA's  dtidftt 

?was  aiidden,  aittd  Almost  immediately  aftet'thw 
toeetiiig.  ■.:•'••'- 

'  ^'4:»od  forgive  himf  replied  Bernard,  i^i^ph% 
i»ff  a  teasr  thaft  Imng  on  hjis  cfaedic ;  *  I  oiuie  iot^ 
Itim  as  my  own  sob^  said  I  da;pe  Bay  iite  wietg  sonj 
fftec  all.  As  siure  as  can  be,  it  was  the  sur^fBj^ 
of  seeing  William  that ^wi^reaime. htm ;  fy^l'j» 
^inettber  w4ieii  i  mjssg  yoirag,  4n'd  any  tbmg  ^re 
mte  particuldf  {de^m^e,  I  used  jbo  €tti  sa^^at 
oBfC^  aM  the  blood  in  myliody  rasii[ed  tt>  n^thedl 
andheait/  '  /i 
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sepli^^Mrs.  Palraen  .  ! 
- ,  Whether  Godwin  was  of  the  same  opinion  la 
xmcifcj^ia  ;  but Im. made  no.  obsmation  respecting 
his  son's  deaths  but  rather  appes^'^d  to  decline  the 
ifiabi^ct;  and,  turning  tp  William, .  said,  *^Thy 
fymikyi^  increased,  my  son  ;  I  tfu^  thy  blessings 
trail  do  the  same.'  .  ;    t        .  V       / 

*I  doubt  it'  not,  my  fathjcr,'  returned  he,  ^*  it 
they.iadmit  of  increa&e,  which  I  think  on  earth  is 
almost  impossible/.  ;    ,. 

The  young  people  were  now  called  in,  and  the 
yeiaerable  Godwin  saluting  them  round,  retired, 
saying,  *  I  will  leave  you  this  night ;  to-morrow 
my  spirits  will  be  more  composed.  The  ways  of 
Prp.vidence  are  eyarlust;  but  thfe  wea-^ness  ofmian 
4pjt|i  not  always  submit  with  becoming  resignation/ 
'  !^  After  some  trivial  refreshment  Mr^.  Palraei* 
j^pfi^piita  go  to  her  own  house ;  but  the  )vhole 
]^jt^  h«td  so  many  questions  ta  ^sk^  ani^  so  mnth 
ii^rmation  to  receive,  thpt  the  .night  y^a^f^r  ad^ 
jfanped  tefor^  they  separated,  Edith^ac  wrapariy- 
i|]^j\|4ri»  F^oaer,  and  Aima  atterwded  by  Julia, 

William  Godwin,  being  left  alone  with  Fanny, 
i^^$^A  t€t  her  the  whole  that.had  passed fespecting 
^  brother,  and  also  his  resigning  tha  fortune  that 
appertained  td  the  children :  1  *  A  s^^/  GoncIude(l 
im^  ^that  L  did  not  ^  first  prppose;  but  when  I 
heard  Hara«^«acqoont  of  ipy.brQther^  I  must  coA- 
1^6  I  thiHight  it.^  once  Just^  and  prudent,  a;! 
(Edirin  certainly  became  entitled  to  it  by*  disf 
jhOQOUi^^ble  means;  vhichX  wo^ld  rather  die  than 
have  laid  open  to  the  world.    Jftis  children  vv^l,  I 

21  3  Q  r 
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trust,  be  of  the  same  opinion ;  and  we  mu^fH;^ 
deavour,  ray  love,  to  make  up  to  them  in  9|r^^ 
What  ihey  have  lost  in  fortune/  r  .,.^.  ^^ 

f*^nny,  who  seldom  had  a  separate  ppvpi^ 
irora  her  husband,  immediately  acquf eaced^.  s^n, 
ing,  '  If  I  mistake  not,  Editha  may  80in^.^^ine 
htoce  become  yet  nearer  related  to  us,  for  j^^^f^i 
has  scarcely  talked  of  any  one  else  ^^({^.y^ 
departure ;  and  however  highly  be  has,,s|po^g|t|^ 
her,  I  cannot  say  1  think  he  has  flatteoriedilir*  h^t 
she  appears  to  merit  all  his  eneoiQiiuais«\  io/[ '  • 

'  ^  \  «^v)ni( 

r    ■  •  ■  ■'  ''  '  '-^'  vm^^ 

Though  a  cloud  for  sometime  appe9Jredj|f[4i^gI 
over  the  spirits  of  the  family  at  Inglewpo4»^  l^l^h 
ith^an  to  disperse,  and  cheerfulness  ibor^^siu^^jtej 
places  among  them.  The  sprightly  good  hw^ti^^ijifili 
£lditha  made  her  universally  beloved-;  .pfd^ll^' 
pains  she.  took  tQ  amuse  her  grandfather  >v):^(@^|^^ 
she  read  a  trait  of  melancholy  on  his  faCj^jf^T^ 
qjfi  a  less  susceptible. heart,  could  not  haf  e^;§s{lcd 
of  its  effect.  *  Go  along,  An^'  wou}4^h^^;tS«{ 
if  she  saw  her  attending  Godwin,  '  ypifhaTr^/had 
a  grandfather  all  ,y<^r, life,; an^d.  hayct  ha4> J0^ 
sjiare  OiC.careps^ ;  and  he  can  spare  jao  moi^^;^^ 
he  has  pai4  me  the  fifteen  ye^s  ^rrear^  he  s^fi^flfb 
i^debied  .t9  n^e^  JYoa  have  another  ftdi^|pt(4^ 
Qv^r  me  Mr.  and  Mra^  ^K^^ynS 

faiber  and  mother,  while  I  say  unde  ai^;^ii;^t|; 
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wlflcli'is  a  very  prov6l?ing  circuipstance,  and 

^ait  I  shall  nbt  afloW ;  for  you  shall  eith^F  sink 

-to  my  level,  or  I  wiU  rise  to  y^burs. ,  Nay,  1  will 

.^t^ttHlp  thiervote:  my  grandfather  ap^  JWrr-^Ber- 

ri4iffi' WiH,  Tk^ow,  be  for  me,^     '  r   V         ; 

^ ' ^'  Ydii^  haif e  tisied  bribery  thei?ei|  reptieq  ^Miiy, 

l^^^noi ;.  ^fblf  yOu  are  fof  eyer.cbiy-tingipyfe^^ 

.^^^And^  ate  you  proof  a^ainsl;  it  r  adswered' 

Efifthi^^1^r6H*^iijg  hej?  arpi^  abb»t'hetnecV.  *  tJa% 

j^f^m^mkT  ^  '  '^:"    -  .  ■'  /'  -  "^ ' '  '.':  '        V' 
.  *  Not  ii  fttdeed/  returned  I^anny,  pressing^^  her 

,  to  her  bosom.     *  Call  me  henceforward  what  best 
pleases  tlgc«jaffi^ti|C^te.h  «  ^ 

*  My  mother,  then,'  answered  she,  bending  her 
kaees  l>efore  her ;  then  turning  to  William  God- 
win as  he  embraced  her,  she  added,  ^  Ah !  how 
happy  .^in  I  to  have  a  father  who  suffers  me  tp 
llft^e  iim,  a^d  boldly  tejl  him  so/  ' 

s2iShi^^Ia«t's.eqtence  brought  $11  tpieasy  temenj- 
liftoCl^^.ph  all,  €ven  Editha's  own  eyes  fillefd  witji^ 
tfe«4^j^^  fcWt  hatsjily  wiping  them  off,  she  addiecj,' 
.  ^^^  ?1)ellev^  they  are  all  jealotts ;  libt  bnetbu- 
gl^tiiriktes  me:  truly  I  beHevp  they  ci??expec1:  to^ 

;b«>btibedi^  -  *  ;  "•      •    V-  '^  ';  ''^ 

;j  #lp^^  th^ni/ i^tlifned  William  Godwin,  *  ap^il 

.  ydti'afe  sure  of  their  suffrages/ 
^^'^^Atid  i&  I  will,'  kissing  the  old  men,  and  then 

^  K^^teil*;  but  ad^ancipg  to  ]^dward>  she  hesitated 
^'tttoment,:.buta^^  presented  her  globing; 

c^t^^;  spying,  archly,  ^as  she  replaced  herself  by 
fljfe;^e  of  Fanny V        »«»  gkd  it  is  over,  fpr 

.  Bt{wju^.lbpl^^&^ if  jbe  would  have  demanded, 
adotiblefee/ 
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V^  .^me  days  waiter.  tJtm  canversatiea^f^fifaUm 

fyvmd  cowage^  tjar^d^ress  hi8>£MlK^)0fi)jtfier»itab- 

:  jeet  oeareat  htis^  hejtrt^  xmmely,  aniiitiicn  uriiltiiUi- 

ma*'  Hi^  &tlJierpm«i8iMl  iocoosiiltfMGSislPafaser, 

and  to  let  bim  imoit  the  result  nLa  shut  liiaevw 

A  council  of  the  elders  of  the  famityDireieBr&k 

ilny^  after  amandn^d  to^meetiatMrs.  -fiaftAerX 

^fiji^re-itf  iva^  tett]ied>  that  the  &ewa  OnidliWiiw- 

.^<;ompallied^  b^  thtU'la4yvsh0ald:d6cba^r!OBdiie 

easiibig  Sunday  at  churchy  that  .Amia([itmit% 

^daughter  of  his  youngest  son  £d  wiUf  latelgrodeolli 

%iit  flroni  prudential  mbtites  had  been  yit(f»dt  as 

the  child  6f  the  elder  until  the  f^reseirt  timcrv/a 

imthiviiich  Mrs.  Palmer  would  contom  t;It;vva8 

also  resolved,  that  Reuben  should  hare-poi'Mfc 

mn  4q  address  Aima ;  ^  but  that  thdr*  tBonif^e 

gb^iUdtnot  take  place  until  he  hadattjaandd;tke 

age  of  twenty-one;  which  was  yet  two  ^fet^yA- 

tstnt ;  '^nd  that,  finally,  when  it  didv  th4^  mawMnar- 

fiedpair  slteuld  entirely  re^de  wkh  Mrsi^iiiSd- 

.Muar, ^fas;*^  added  that  lady,  fin  my  life^  I^  'have 

^ia^ed  tbem,~so  at  my  d^ath  t^ey  shsdl  natx&B^ 

.^iheinselvea  fo^^otten/       -    .     -  :.  >-i' 

^     These  ipesoltYe^  were  comnninicate4c  to '^bbeil 

rby  hisfatliierr^  who  approved  aU  but^he  kitgtkof 

tttwo;;  for  "which)  however^  he  had  qo  remedy;  hqit 

^tPhedeclaratibn'waa  aooordingly  madelke[«ai^ 
auing^f^unflbay  after  service;  and  thou|^  at  irstit 
^^occttsiMed  grrat  ^surprise  and  qvtay  wbisperb^'^ 
Godwin  was.  too  grdatly  respeCfied,  and  Mia. 
Palmer  too  nraeh  hcmoured,  for  it  to  hav^e  disa« 
greeable  consequences ;  the  old  folks  only  recalli^g^ 
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-dpiiio»tlt0yi(]0dbted  not  was  ^  mo^ltaisr,  abd  ?e- 

d[ittii%  it  to 4iiear  cbildmo^'  the  ^s  dr^pping^  a  tear 
( iatrliei%to^^aiid  -tlie  boys  d6^im|g4^(  fft£s3ebood 

.w«iMf  torn  be6aiilisposi$^leyid»a4ii^l^ 
Vlribidiimiievatfr  Ani^      -  -o.-.  •  .ij  lo  ii>/;.  •-*  ^v 
.^'iirtApkafitt.  sii  iiiiodf)i8:iilteD  Ib^ 

erflMfisf "^^  -ld%,  to  re^tfest  rSIr,  Godwin  ^ifiMd^ 

s||fei«0]«r  bte^mepbewand  1^^  to  cHuaediiimtNlisd^ly 

,fto^totte4  as  bcir  bebltb,  .vtbuttt  bad^  nerer  beeii 

eK(toq^e^y)f0.0itf^Ush<H]^  d^Im  Goti^ 

x'lviairfiteiiiiiaibitely  ^^^  and^  I^r^v  Palmidri 

3iifi^tilhei7r<ifinadfc)  kiild&ess»  ftfpposed  to^^coisifmiy 

'^iraa^^aii  etenttbajt  bid  mu^h  w^ig^t  with  Me4^ 

'-^^pihagprii^i  who  ndtionly:  expressed  grei^  pleaanre 

3^  /tbdbr  uniTal;  but 'also  at  the  account  ^Bdi&a 

jib<lfte^|imitly  giv«)a,ber,  by  tejtterf  of  be^r^sitiK^fHl, 

i.niji^[^t|iytsu»orris  wa^  af^arejatly  » /tl^e^Mlaist 

-iidlige^iEif  a  declibe  on  ^eii^iamvid^  -^  wimhi  isdiie 

wvBiiAy^^  bwely  eix  wedi:s^v  leatrmg'Mr8«.Pabliar» 

biiftidttfty  hi  s|)ito  4^f  her  fofivker  praf  qdil)e%  she  wis 

b^oine  attached  to,  h^r  exeoatrii^ ;,  andWiUbin 

d9iidi^6isitwiqmt4|^»to  ^e^a^bbUMad  pounds 

)#be|ms^ess6d^om  tbei^A  of  Sdwiii;  ^togel^ier 

j^^t|i)hiar  <iwji  paternal  iiotrtoiiie  of  tesr4bottfiaail*> 

Her  funeral  over,  and  the  businests  settled^  i^l 

^ipoipiifiiebtly  loidiged  to  4retiim4o^Inglewcodi  where 

iHbejfi weraDeceived  with  equal  ple]|s««?e^  W^ilM^ 

^qthfria  r0joieii%  tfasyt:bis')Jrotber%.childre»  had 

.m^  th^r  right,:  withoiit  ifaes  perplexitias^  ofla^, 

-m^^omvs  the  errofS'^f  ^f^ticotL   ^ u  3     .c . c  ^ 
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conliBj^fy <    1C^%  manage  beng,  to  tkid  gv^rMIki^ 

iaction  of  Bernard,  a  pobUc  one,  all  the  neigfalWlMl 

aQd4^s^ry  weiPe^mvited,  Mrs.  i^lmer  beMirttis 

to  Aima  aa  if.  8)io>had  been  her  owii'dfciai^ainiQd'i 

At  the  altavi  JEb^nanl,  wbo  aot^  ^asnfatHatp' 

presented  tibe^tveiabifaig  band  of  >i!lmEnj6^0i^^ 

enraptured  Reoben,  tb0venera&le6bdwiti'«tii^^^ 

ing  on  the  r^ht  sid«  of  the  happy  pmji « <M  l&e 

'cereiji0tiy  teing  concluded,  hi&  emotionvi^v^ldtf ' 

'  grefit  tp'be  mppressed,  and  drc^pia^oii  bi^Jclieili;^ 

he8oftly€^*ealal)0d^  'S[Hritsbfpea0e!  asttflettiftlrlii' 

ofriQy  befe9V«il^  wifei  and  the  gentle  Ag^eid  ^«' 

nio«i^t  iddgrye'  he  permitted  to ^^^wdtdesii  itttr' 

tumQQ  l'»r*fben,*aA€r  wmmaxdag  ki.sileut  ^ctewtllMP 

for^^hqrttlme»b^i}rose,salatBd,andbteneiitifm/* 

:  PuriQg  some  daiys  all  iras  rejoTcipg  ;''sdi iSI^^ 

ward,  emboldened  by  the  happy  soeb^-anUbii' 

-him>  p^defd^hie^oaus^saauceesi^lfytbl^ 

who,  at  her  sister  «mikmage,wtt«m  bar  Bi^^ttt^^ 

year^  that  she  gave  hitti  ftdort  (tf  bdtf  peiwHini^ii 

to  miake  soma  prc^pMala  to  his  Esther  res|>^;ti|9^ 

similar  event.  ^    •/-    ;•  *     "^  ..-i   »  i  ^^n-r  iiian/e 

'     '  Indeed,  Edwfaird,'  rqdfted  God«ri)i^  .^i^^M^ 

not  wli^  to  say  in  this  oase;  £ditha£mtt^hil^e%^. 

coneidqrable  *foct«u«9%    However,  shjMid  il^iM' 

tako  place,  1  must  ispist  im  your  watttDg  the  saife^^ 
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tmie  us  your  brother  Reuben ;  but,  before  we 
speak  decidedly,  yourmother  shall  talk  to  Editha/ 
Mrs.  Palmer  beioj^ioilsitlt^^  on  this  subject,^ 
gave  it  in  favour  of  Edward.  *  Reuben/  said  she, 
*jltJi<yiV  fegard^ag^mifle;  and  Mf.  €l^wti^%.  pi^ 
Il^ty^  on  CMsidon  jwtice,.  oughts  t^^btert  to  hi^ 
sc^Wibl^soin ;  thiarefore,  if  evtm^^il^tbink  im  pe^ 
cx^l^iMgJfm^tetHi  I  cnnncA  isee  a  r cbsonitMl^  ob^ 

j^^fjjUbai  was>  then  called^  and  Fami^  gently 
reprwfilvted^  to  her,  ^  iksA  with'  her  pro^rty*  i^he 
ni^ht  mai^ry  far  more  advanta^eousfy  l^an  her 
ctJWBin Sdword ;  and  dcisir0d:her to  thnds:  seriously ! 
oititto^al]9<ct^before  she  finally  determhied'.  *:  ' ' 
s,  ^  i  3movr  tkotf  my  dear  mother,'  replied'  ISdltlia; 
fhow  yourmight'tike  to )part witfarina;  butfi>l<%y- 
sf^  I;t!a(ft  but  answer  you  in  the  words  of  R6th^ 
*Vlt*ili  iwver  leave  »thee;  but  live  whete  thbii ' 
\ige0k  t«td.  4ie  vfhere  thoii  cKest ;  'and-  tb€fi«e  also 
mslltl  be  buried/'  Asto£dwafd,'cQ&«iiiuMsltei 
^Bfitb^mo«e  vivaciiyi  '  I  wduld  iMMk  hav^  yon  tliihk 
1  sw)tt$o«U€h  forhim;  not  but 'that  1  like  him 
hijtt#r[tbain:aiiy  young  man  I  ever  ssrw,  orkk  all 
lifcjieljbopd  I  ever  shaU^^ 

.Ji^iAitbesew^ids  away  she  fany<  and  saw  <iie 
-f«llttHr'»fl^  moije  uirtJl  si^p.a^^ 
pSn^Mmf^  Ihevi^erabkidd  men,  Ci^win  and^ 
]Q^ep«trd»r  lived  toriidtaasslhisia^^   before  whi^h 
event  took  place,  their  aged  arms  hafd  nursed  a 
gfeilrfrandspn,  and  they  wete  looking"  forward 
y/M^to  anotiiier  alliance  in  <ldD^;^milyv  itma^lj, 
\^m«ai9  mi  the  youtUNil  Agnes,  foi^  whom  a  - 
fm^  ^M  erected  adjiawing:  Godwin's.     "We 
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eonsolatiohs  of  an  upri^t  ndoA  'atte»ied:  bodt 
William  Godwin  and  his  Famy ;  tbe  foraiier  had 
truly  spok^i,  tbeii*  bleawigd  could  hardly  ndlnit 
a&i&crease ;  for  th^ir  children  were  Yirt'liMis  %  mi 
they  posMssed  tmt^^miif  Itho^cioaifdrts  of  jfi^tjfi 
but  kearts  to  ifispense  U  aixiond  tb^d. 

The  fititfi&liMai^iy  lived  to  bebo|4ihe  gn^ 
grandchildren  of  her  respected  n^aster ;  and  b^ 
loved  by  all  in  the  weakness  of  age,  inet  i 
gfatefiil  return  for  her  former  cafes, 

Felix  was  still  living;  ai^d,  though  csiervated 
with  age,  made  slnft,  ab»oat  daily,  to  walk  W  ^ 
fymXf  smoke  a  pipe,  and  drink  a  glass  of  ale  nfi^ 
the  seniors;  enjoyio^.  life  whfle  it  was  gr^wA 
faim,  and  not  fearful  of  leaviiigrit.  n  ^/  < 

-  Julia,  happy  m  the  prottedtioiL  of  Mr8.  Pafc|W', 
had  ndtawtdi  unsatisfied  {  and  bei^gt{MHrtkiilw 
fond  of  children,  daipied  the  o&ice  c^  &f^Him 
the  little  one,  wbt>  ^b^e  dmcbe^.diUamtc^ii^^B^ 
her  fov.the.lQ9s\6£  Sdpio/  t  v.(jip 

The  young  people,  blessed  tt'eaciijQ^^.pj|^ 
garded  MrA.  Palmer  as  tjheir  ge&m^  fmmtottmi 
ike  ^mediate  instnimfiat,  in  the;hj;a^0flirQtfllfe 
of  all  their  happiness;  while jgie,>l«4iliyiti^ 
^Idi  4S(atiBfaetion>mt  hisr  awn  deeds,.  Wa^itiil^0ilIe 
of  the  advances  of  ^^  whidk«ti^  mi  hflr^jlfe^ 
imld«atemft|.eaiiched  «dtlijthe  fin^ttf 
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)  aT  Inui  been  so  often  asserted,  that  yktue^is  its  own  rewaid, 
and  tbat  vice  brings  with  it  its  pfwishiaevl,  .t^t  ijt  would  be 
iitde  short  of  folly^o  oppose  an  optnion.  which  seems  to  have 
^'jHf^lma^  tbe  ooneurrent  assent  of  all  mankind. 

t^or  do  we  feel  ourselves  at  all  dispo^cdi^o  dinpJit^^aipoint 

»of  wbieli'  we<at«  sowcM  inoioied  to  foe  i^m^Sm^d,  th^f,  we  se* 

*>fi|l^ Ar /dUowii^^  story  as  a  confirmation  of  the  docti^e.     ' 

•f    ^P^ia  Downton  was  the  orphan  daughter  fif'  a  ^ng^iuiii  4o{ 

' Aitkete^,  petfennent»  and  some  fiortiiM  ^,  and  jfh^  |H^^;i|iat4er* 

BBUy  allied  to  a  family  not  less  nobK  in  blood,  than  in  thosf 

inrtfesiwhieli  dignify  rank,  and  addhistre  to'^tkuUonrof 

lizth  and  tMes  of  honout.  .    >    *,v  .    ,  T-, 

-^JS6)|lij|M*^otb^rj[wurentsM.avery.^^    agje;  a^d  the  care 

^^.^nyersop,  as  wdl  as  of  her  fortnne,  whieK  was<'ab6tit>^f. 

*£een  thousand  pounds,^  devi9lvied.<iii.'h«i;  gtunltoioMl^  pn<the 

'^%i#etf  bctf &ihs«;  »<iienen>U^.nM4roi%»  .whose^ unbounded  affecr 

^\1k^  #M  Qjpcemi$te|d  attentionj^  left  her.darling  ward  little  tp 

T^ret  in  the  k>ss  of  relative!^  «h«  liiFas  HnuUe.  Id.  »eo'<>Ili^t ; 

*^  itfd^iviiiose  endtosmnei^ls,  esmld^he  have  celled  them, to  her 

t<MiloiV>  •conM.  hasdiy  have  exceeded  in  tenderness  those 

•wmcfa  she  received  from  the  tnost  aaiabk  sndjnii9l»a4r<eAl^n- 

ate  of  women. 

Mrs.  Downtoa  had  resided  in  the  country  till. her  ^and- 
^uifl^ter  arrived  at  the  age  when  it  was  necessfury  she  should 
Require  Ibose  accoBtnliab wi^nta  whigfa  are  neither  so  easily  nor 
-to  happily  attaiirtC  lioider  .pf|vat<^  tuition ;  where  there  is  no 
cowpetitton  to  inspire  cp^iatj^*  nor  ai|y  expectati^  of  praiasa 
to  excite  a  laudable  amnitiott  to  excel. 

At  this  time  of  her  precious  charge*s  life,  (that  is,  when  she 
had  just  entered  h^  eleventh  year)  Mrs.  jEK^wntotn  reniovfid 

21  3 » 
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with  her  to  — ,  where  she  could  procure  instructions  io  music, 
dtktidng,  dfHwin^,  ttnd  the  modern  languages,  t^tioAarv^ifo 
the  best  whTeh  toutd  be  obtained  in  th«  metrcypolM  f  «usd  tM 
good  old  lad^  enjoyed  tibe  pleasing  satis^ction  of  watching  tli% 
improTementsof  her  grand-damghief,  in  a  progress  whidh  \^pt 
iiacewith  her  warmest  wishea  and  most  sanguine  «xpecl(!ailto4ik 

At  eighteen,  Miss  <  Dbwnton  was  equally  cekbrated  ii»tithe 
beitiUty  of  her  perslm^-atid  the  cnHivation  of  a  mind,  intf^  ie:nM 
dowm^t  of  which  nature  bad  been  so  liberal,  &at  gowdtMotae, 
pimdenc^y  affability,  politeness,  and  good  humouiy  fff^e«if^ 
)>aredtly  native  graces;  and  all  the  adTantag e^he  seemeii^ttq 
have  deHved  item  education,  waii  ittf  having  called  im^^iimfi 
i4rtues  and  perfections  into  action,  which  would  liarveb€tiiliob« 
gcured  by  the  artless  innoceneeof  uninfortned^and'iiacODlKsibus 
modesty*  •••  -^  -"i  ia 

At  an  assembly,  to  wish  Mrs.  Downton  was  a;>coni$laiU-\Ms 
tor,  that  her  fair  trust  might  b^  indulged  m  every  pro|iev 
amusement,  and  have  opportunities  of  mixing  wilfe  tiiaflnr«liir 
of  life  in  which  her  birth  and  fortune  had  placed  her,  sbe  lui* 
gaged  the  notice,  and  as  she  was  soon  taught  «to'beliet«^^  kba 
Ciffeettons  of  Mr.  Arabin,  an  officer  belonging  to  a  MgioEiewtof 
dragoons,  which  had  its  quarters  in  that  town  mod  tkeiwek^ 
bourhood  ;  who,  the  very  next  day^  waited  On  Mrs-.:  Bovaton, 
and  s«^f>ot*|hlg  his  pretensions  by  a  candid  account  «fiiis'icMM 
tune  £l:id  famUy,  entreated  her  permis^ntopay-ha»aid|loess^ 
to  her  gr^nd-dftu^ter.  And  a»  no  objecticn  cotthi'tetttande 
t6  the  account  be  gave  of  himsdf,  and  the  propriety  tof  Mfi 
conduct  had  in  wamt  degree  recomrnendedf-httU  i^het*iksito^mt 
she  made  no  scruple  to  comply  with  hia  request^:  and >*«ddedf  to 
this^  indulf  eUc^^'^i^tiriHices  of  her  best  offices  is  kis  im^mrv  ^n 

Not  was  h^s  ^uit  to  the  fair  Delta  long  poe&rred  ill  vmi 
Mr.  Arabm  s  •  perison  was  pleHsing,  and  his  fi«anii«rs  ^ere;eEtw 
gitgiflg:  hfe  had  Mired'with  the  world;  and  *was  ^iirha^rk^qoaM 
tnonty  called'  a  polite  and  accomplished'  man:?  tlmiigh'  Ufi 
tiTiderstanding  wais  only  of  the  middle  rat^,  aDNi^hif.kni^tote(%ii 
of  that  suf^Stial  kind  which  is  acquired  without  atudy  M^f^m 
pretty  general'  converge  ^fth^  the  highieridbuis^s^f  .idankiftd. 
As  Delia  8  heart  Wtts  wholly  unengiiged;  and'^'Mn  AvabitfAW«» 
the  fir^t  whohad  Seriously  o^redincetase  at  theishri^idf ^«r 
Beauty^  she  itas  isfoon  prievliiled  on  to  acknowledge' aifndcr^. 
ence  for  him ;  and  thougk  bis  fortune  wak  rathisrdnfimrita 
Ker  6ii¥h,  «o4iffi.cti!tiiii  amse  bn'that^ac90O«isl<:  Mtk  ^Dto^vil^ 
vrasgenerooS)  Defia-was  disintkest^,  anid  the  lover  f^raHttiM' 
edly  abovethe  paltry  ednstderatbit  of  pecuniary' ajdvaati^paK^ 
With  litich  sentim^^ts  on'atl  -sides,  sisttlementsiwere  soon  sik$ 
Just^.-'atid  a  union  took  place,  in  w'hieh  et%ry  circumstalMar 
concurred-  to  prbniis^  complete  and  lasting  leiicity ;  -•:•'  •»  c>f 
'  BidtHie  vi«^s'bf  inortai»>  ati^estshort^igktetl,  and  tooviitat 
clouded  by  thfe  mists  of  passion^  prejiiAcei^  and^^l^tieiii^ 
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emmky,  estead  not  to  the  diaiaiit  protpecta  of  future  QVieat%; 
l«o  en^r  to  hesitate,  too  optiikiBja4;»d  to  dctubi,  a»d,too.d£ter* 
Biined  tOk  be  convinced^  we  rush  blindly  into  aiti)«tio]is  vefJet^ 
mib  dftnger;  and,  urged  on  by  d«li*wvebo|^?rie»Lbr|M?<8,tJi^ 
sbfkd^wy  pbaiitamftof  uotried.exfM^QtA^ioiH^.iiiihii^rin  the  eveoity 
^ebuafe  their  ap}>earaiiees>  and  ed^bifc  Ahe..bprrj4'4ipe/Q4re>  of 
dMapfpointniftnt^  disaatia&ctiott^  and  ^A»gjl^t'  -  •  ^      .,  ^  ^ 

,  .4llMh»4vi^  4he  caae  with  the  unfortuiia^  Mra.  Arabia::  tbp 
9i||r,  <iht  smiling^  the  obsequious  Utver,  w^^si^il^  m^taiooiw 
ph^Nsadnii^o  the  iasipid,  the  dtiU,  tbeiiKUH>&e  husbaod  ^ >  i^iid  all 
liMjArcMM  0£  iconftttbial  haf^ioesB>vai)iBhed  with  tba  iinaubr* 
alftiilHil  pkaffirts  e^  the  imptial  pageantry* 
<RffAiidiito(»faite;Also.dtd  ahedisooYer  tbatMr,  Arabia. ^"B^^t  ill 
all  respects,  a  man  of  the  world.  Having  quitted  the  aimy^ 
aodftaiuii'np.hisreftidieiicalii  thk  capital,  t£e  first  .three  pooths 

Se  tspent  in  af ranging  bis  estahli$binenjt»  and  exhibiting  hm 
timpnk^e  pla^:  but  the  forsner  was  soon  completed^ 
9mi  4he  latter  teioame  as  quickly  tiresome  and  unpleasingi 
aiHl  bcfon&suiniontbs  were  expir^,  one  half  of  his  time  was 
fo^a^ed  at  the  gaming-^tabW^  a^d  theotjier  in  the  pursuit  pjf 
pl^iiresre<|uallj  juolawful,  injurious,  and  disgrae^uL 

,'tl^  add  to  the  disquietudes  of  the  neglected  lair,  at  this  cri- 
tkml  p^Md,*8hc  had  the  iQisfprtuqa  to  lo8«e  the  f^presentative 
^ihtaf^pmm^s,  her  kind,  bei^  indulgent  grHndmotbcjr ;  and  tha 
UBifirlifiisatlon  to  .foe  refused  the  solicited  compajay  of  Mr*  Ara-* 
biu,  tin  fa^ijoumey  to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  ^at^&i[aiFeptioa 
torctbe^hoaoured  protectress  of  her  infant  yi^^cs.* 

>;Y«I  iiheeadeaiiouredi  by  assuming  appearances  of  satisfacr 
tton  wliieh  w<i6ra.Tery  far  trom  her  h^iA^  to  retain  soQie  ]^otr 
tioa  of  the  regards  of  the  man  to  wlH>in  s^e  had  deifotad  her 
life;  Md  sh^e  ^e^dUy.gave  up,  by  degrees,  all  the  power 
sbe^poflsessed  over  bear  fortune ;  thj^ogh  ^kfi  could  not,  with- 
out re^ret^  remark  tbe  mouldering  state  of  their  circinnstances ; 
BQ^halpi  repittiag  at  bmg  assured,  that  the  sacrifices  sh& 
mad^  ware  ofiemd  up  to  vice,  dissipation^  and  dishonour.. 

-.Nop^id  her  husband  long  maintain  e^a  the, appearances  of 
airili1a)r.$  every  run  of  ill  luck  produced  a  chagrin,  which  ^aa 
awrie  to  find  vent  upon  bis  unforlunate  w^e;  and  every  disap* 
poSntment  in  his^nore  criminal  p|icsi}its»  waa  the  source  of 
contampi  and  hoult  to  the  wretched  pai^.^r.  9f  bis  bed*     . 

' Aahis^Gijraiimstances gi«w more despffa^e,  biQ pruiceeded  to 
sifll  greater  outarages ;  a^  did  b^  refrain^  fjmtfk  lading  violent 
haada  on  ;the  innocent  ail4  apiaMe  Delia,  who,  with  exemr 
]^ry  patience,  scarce  remonstrated  agabst  this  treatmeuti 
and  in  ibe  arguments  which  shesometimes  oftered,  todi^^i^ade 
him  from  the  rumous  QOursCiof  lile  in  which  he  had  engaged^ 
carefiilly  avoided.  evjUi  the  n^ostd^taat  hints  of  th^  inj^iries  he 
had  heaped  on  herself.  .         .     \  , 

As  he  nev^  condescended  to  make  her  his  cQafidaat»  she 
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Vins  a  t6tai  iKtmnij^er  tdf  Hie  rtttl  «tatiE:i>f  tiUi  iifiai«i  thi^iigi^ihe 
itnew,  i(«iiertiUy,'  that  they  «re»6  e&tfei6e^;«mtMrifta8«ck.  Aad 
1R9  shefaad  silee^eijteil  to  the  effeetd  ^  h^  gra&dmathiir/fvhudi 
were  by  no  means  iiieon»i<klrBlile,  >  iriMr  &oaght  it- ^vndfliBl, 
wbeii  ^h^  litin^dered  thim  to  her  hiisbsndi  to  nuddd  a  imiAm% 
Teserir^^,  ad  ke  was  ac^vVM  fparing^of  iib  purse  to  ter;  tlut^sk 
cotild  hardly  obtftiA  enough  (torn  him  to  pii|cluiM|  thetlittie 
Inecei^mies,  ^hich  e6tM  not  becomprkped^n  tiioaotaKkaoMb 
bilh,  the  p^tyinfent  irl  which  »h«  aaw  dally  prolrMteiiJ  Anj, 
irith  a  view  to  pretpealr'^llio  oecesiity  of  those  dpplicationtiD 
Mr.  Ambitt,  Wbibh  atwavn  oeeaerfohed  'ill^hiuBoiir;  ^at^int 
unfrequently  lll-usagiB,  •  she  laid  by  three  hioidf^d  pomnik 
'when  she  presented' ber "bttsbaad  wilit  twiod  astittiaiyihoii* 

Bands.  '''■■''         ■  w    -.t        »■•     M  '\:      •»■,'   ;  ».-  ,    .|; 

'  After  dpendkig  the  night  abiload;-  Mti  Asabin  getoiai^  oae 
tnorning,  at'  a  time  rather  anusiiirf^  and  f<»iiid  his  wife  at^bteik- 
fast  in  her  dressing  Ipoom;  into  wbi^h  bemdely  ^t^xsptd^mai 
without  giving' bimsetf  Hie  troable  tin  speak^  td  ber^  ^rew  km- 
.self  into  a  chair/  and  with  wild  and  disordemeid  loo>l»  din^ted 
a:  servant  to  order  a  chaise  for  Newiaarket. 
.  Mrs.  Arabia,  who  well  knew  hj  bk  ^eouatisnaiiei^  that  he 
labonred  tinderi^onie  pecaaiary  diatxviss,  and HecellBcttfig  Ike 
snm  sheposs^sed,  Was  tempted^to  try  bow  tut  aaettlOBabieofe 
t>f  it  iifight  tescne  bfiftfrom  the  ameiety  undai^  which  'be  ^^pa* 
renUy  laboured,  and  beget  some  leturif  of  gr«titttie«Bd*ifc- 
^rd.    Wttb  this  view  she  arose Drom  her  seat^  >aii4*apprdiaclh 

-  itig  her  husband,  tn  her  way  to  tbe^abio^wh^'bef  tfeaaam 
was  deposited,- sb^  laid  her  band  ^ew  his,'  aardl^ndly  4old  hii 
'she  was  i((on^  tb  see  him  unhappy,  and  flattoMfd  hdbsalf  >sb 
could  doatt^l^  to  bifrvetl^.  '  ;  •  w  i 

'  ftoTiJsed  ^^  a  stat^  of  oMen  atopidtty  by  thia  tendeir  ap- 
plkation,  he  started  from  bii  ebatt,  and  witb  the  moat  hmU 
rage  made  a  blow  at  Hie  dented  B^a^  w^aaeb^eknct 
and  effect,  as  to  lay  boi^  ti^ni^eless  «nd  tbi6i^iia|r  ftt  UbIMi 
and  ieaving  her  In  Ibis  wnetohed  -atal^,  he'rasbed  o«fr^«die 
bouse,  ihfdrmihg  the  s«ih«at  W%6  «»pen<id  the  door  t^Uai  that 
his  mistress  was  ill,  andw^atlskl  thd  aii^letaaijec^  bernuiidi^ 
Ashe  venly  believed hohad  dispatched  bis ^fortWBttteniie^ 
"he  thotii^t  it  ^radeiift  to  take  sheltiDir  ibr  a  whtteafa  tbetoa^ 
pent  r  ^n^  having  procured  ^  Mafti^iuia'^Ciiioaay  froB^«acN'ol 
the  cotnpanfioiis  m  bis  iniqaity  be'taksted  to  Dovac,  ^aad  eat- 
barkefd  m  a  pa<;lcet',  %rhii^b  iie  feltnd  jy«|<  ready  to  8«8'*ibr 
Ostiend,  le&vittglnjiin^lfoiifs  with  hte  friend  to  l^im^fDIidt  eahn 

"'inunicate^o  him'tb^e  ct>n«equeHCes<rf  hi^baat  '•  . ■  "' 

'Mi  the  evlp^  ipir«^ed  leas   fatal  than  aiigbt  lave  been 

"Expected r'^tHebfbw^'tWilch*dep^ivedh€9ibf<l«r  n^at^i  ooia" 

'  sioned-nb  te^tii^ifijwryl  and  the  bldod>  wbsdhihadttsmM 

^uch  terrors  lb  her  Wdbalad,  bad  flowed«oa%  #dm  bev^aMe, 

'  ^mdiibt  £Hoi6'tb^  wbtthd  Wbioh  ^^OfiMlAy  aii|qioeed  kind 
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of  .the  ffight  of  her  husband,  uoder  Che  impjpeju^AP  ^f  thi^fe^ir 
«Dhfafej»iajp^iat.bAd  MtitraUy  fm^diiced* 
ji'iilKibtv tUft .ffWiK -|uro(»f  tiuud tiet  life  ifan  w.ejitf^ni^  d^ngeiv 
aif^  shejcaiUi&iif d.  ti^  cobftbit.with  i»  ruffian  df^i^di  4)f  e^m  th^ 
iifettHmaa  fmsciples  of  iiiimanity>  apd.ia.slifai^^r/tptbpse  tmr 

fismi  tketiMMil  sav^e.D«iiQti9.of  ihft iiwrfdi  id|i^4^e^        |^ 

.^•eiiim .'from  the  boas^  of  jier  ^ husbands  aii4.B«!^k..pi^teptiqa 

;9i]bers£ph«5i9ight  avojd.bis.farilifaer  p«r9«<3Ul»m»  by  r^pamv^g 

itiQiiaciwti|»fliidf  in  a^situaliou  oofc  tO'i>e  diacK)irii(ne<i.  ,  . 

LMjJk)  vtitttriend  9be  vitjbdrew  (wiibont  oiakinf  wy  ol*  her  dqines^ 

iicm  acquainted  vf'ith  her.desi^n)  to  the  houa^  of  a  female  frieo(l« 

•^s  viuwfli;i&d«lily«hewa8  sore  abec^uld  rely  ;.ii^b(o  baactily 

ijiictfed  iajba ber  pd^HAof  aeparating  bersdif  fr^m  her hiisban.o* 

Mnd  offieml  bt^r  advice  and '.  assistanoe  ia  6^mg.  on,  ^i^ch  ]^e%- 

fttnes.  aa  anighl  plaice  her  beyond  the  wemoh  of  ^  l)nit<»Uty«  . 

.  J  III)  i}oaaeq«eftiee  of  these  delH>erati«tta»  it  was  resolved  ti^sut 

the  most  likely  WMXf  to^kidetbesearelies,  of  her  hasbaiidjt  a^ 

to  pir0viifiiikfit  naintenance  which  her  saaftty  pravisioM*  con* 

^aii^liBgiNdyof  her  little  reserve,  would  .by  no  laeana  furnish, 

'liimkl  ht.  io  plaee  benelf  as  a  coiopaAwii  to  a^  iady  in  aon^e 

in^a|ie9iable  Ata^ly ;  a  situation  ia  whkh  she  vi>iUd  not  inc^r 

jfeba.>aniattsst  risk  of  discovery .  ■      j    .  r 

?  .Tiho^qMifiesiof  her  friend,  were  snccessfid»>»aadil  very  fejnr 

crda^.pla^.her  in  a>station*  for  whieb  sUe  wa3  only  <)iiji|U^ed 

'ibpr  an;awommadating  mind,  which  enabled  her  to  fprget  her 

.'iiMrtb^'fartiifie»>A^d  eariy  expeettatioos^  and,submit  to  j^Ujcl^.a 

ehange  of  condition  without  a  jcompiaint  pr  ^  .n^rwHr*    . 

fc  TbotlacUes-  to  whom  she  engaged  herself  were  itl^  sisters  oi 

:  4lMf£adiof  Graoatec ; .  two  jamiable.  women,,  whose  penetration 

»fli>Midiseavered  that  there  was  some  secret  in  the  history  of 

;  tteirt4siw:cofnpapttOii,->-a  iiMCfiverj  which  excited  an  additional 

^4^gaen.iof  ^si  tenderness  to  ^which  they  cwere  by  disposition 

.jsatnc^ily) inclined.    Yet. though  Aay.wafe  every  da^  more 

alMfnglyiQoityittoed  thai^  she  wm^nom  in  a. sphere  v^ry  inferior 

,  AMhM  w^jwluob  she  had  been  ^ci^v^itomed  to  n»Q>ve«  they  forr 

iiorc  40  perptea  her.  w»ib-  quealion&  which  they  .were  awai« 

:.<i«0iildr0nly' prove  troubleaome ;  >and|  with  a  delicacy  peauliar 

it0  toaalted miads^  they  strove^  hy  Ibeafsiduitjle^.of  kindnef», 

.jto'iassoB  the  weight  of  misfortunes^  into  the  naiUii^  of  which 

;'tbey«iibd;iiot  <think  tfaemsieb^ea  at  lib^ty.  to  mi^iiire. 

Nor  did  the  appeHianceof  tbia^new^inihabi^nt.of  his^o.use 
o^iostape  Abe  iioticeof  the^virtup^s-and  degant  J^rl  pf  Crammer. 
JDiiaai^iwted  by  the  authocity  of  a  ^tern  /father  in  tb^  grfL^ijB- 
^isation  oC  bis  fixat  pasaienj  his  baart  had  tam;ained.&e^  from  a 
,  eftaoftA  enthraknent ;  jg»d  he  had^  nea«he4*  ^  9^  pi  j^Uirty- 
}>£l«re^  liilhout  having  b^en  prevailed  pi^  by  the  ^pjiici(^tiona.pf 
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his  frieiidSf  to  enter  into  eagagem^nts  which  I^ighV.|l%jl 
hopes  of  perpetuatiog  a  family,  the  honoors  pi  wISq^  W(^ 
expire  with  himself. .  i     -^rfi 

But  the  still  lovely  Delia  excited  sensatioiis  ia  .his  |iiiii4;tiK 
which  he  had  long  been  a  stranger;  and  the  oo|||v^f(|^a^ 
which  he  enjoyed  at  those  meals  of  which  the  indulgeniij^^^i^ 
had  constantlv  eompelled  her  to  partake  at  Ijbeir.fm  f»3jk, 
having  assurecl  him  that  he  CQuld  find  with  her  th^Jt^t^^^i^ 
the  loss  of  which  he  bad  so  long  lamented^  he  meditate^if^ 
means  of  discovering  the  real  name  and  condition  a^.iH^Mk 
ipmate,  and  determined*  if  it  should  turn  out  as  he  e^^p^ct^ 
to  offer  her  his  hand  and  his  heart.  ..^ 

Mean  time,  Mrs.  Arabia  was  informed  by  her  friend:  tbift 
her  husband  had  returned  to  England  as  soon  as  he  wath 
assured  of  his  safety ;  but  had  expressed  much  le^is  conoQ^t 
at  the  flight  of  his  wife»  than  at  the  other  consequences  o( 
his  absence ;  advantage  of  wh^ch  had  been  taken  by  his  cm 
ditors,  whom  he  found  in  possession  of  his  house  ande^ectoqi, 
but  which  proving  insufficient  to  satisfy  their  demand|(«  vh€^hi|4t 
been  arrested  by  one  of  them  for  1501.,  and  now  rcmaioei 
imprisoned  for  that  sum.  .    ,; 

On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  she  hesitated  not  a, 
moment  to  enclose,  in  an  anonymous  letter  written  in  %  feigned 
hand,  two*thirds  of  her  little  stock;  earnestly  exhorting  hiovt 
as,  a  friend  who  did  not  choose  to  discover  himself,  tQ,f^ag$. 
in  some  honourable  employment,  and  to  abandon  those  pa^ 
which  led  to  certain  destruction.  But  she  had  the  morttfica^r 
tioa  to  learn  that  her^vice  proved  unavailing;  and  th&^; 
after  his  release  from  confinement,  he  had  pursued  thes99i<; 
line  of  conduct,  tUl«ome  disgraceful  and  dishonourable  tnuis* 
fiction  had  compelled  him  to  disappear;  and  thai;,  for  s^qie. 
time,  his  retreat  had  not  been  known  even  to  his  most  pandbr, 
cular  friends.  .  ,.^\ 

Matters  were  iu  this  situation,  when,  on  a  joum<^  from  his: 
house  in  town  to  his  villa  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  meti^p^^ 
polls.  Lord  Cranmer's  coach,  which  contained  his  siisterys,  Mts^! 
Arabin,  and  himself,  was  stopped  by  a  single  .highwiy^niaii,! 
during  the  absence  of  the  only  servant  who  atten^^  it,  and. 
who  had  accidentally  loitered  behind  the  carriage ;  and  die 
highwayman  having  presented  his  pistol  to  the  bosom  of  09^ 
of  the  ladies,  they  were  busily  employed  in,  collecting  their 
'money,  when  Mrs.  Arabin,  lifting  her  eyes  to  the  invader  of 
their  property,  gave  a  loud  shriek,  and  instantly  fainted^ 

At  this  moment  the  servant,  alarmed  at  the  shriek,  hasteued, 
to  get  up  with  the  carriage ;  which  being  observed  by  tbi^ 
robber,  he  withdrew  his  pistol  from  the  coach,  and  discbaigefil 
it  unsuccessfully  at  the  servant,  who  returned  the  fire*  and^ 
lodged  the  contents  of  his  pistol  in  the  body  of  ttxe  unfortii^ 
Bate  plunderer. 
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l>ariiig  Ais  transaction,  Mrs.  Arabin  had  remained  jn  a 
^w  ^f '  iiisdisibfRty,  from  which  she  recovered  by  the  assi- 
fldftfefii  df  Lbrd*Crantnei';  but  had  no  sooner  opened  her  eyes, 
than  she  turned  them  on  the  body  of  ;the  highwayman  ;  apd 
KtiTtt&^^xcfeimed,  *My'hrfsband  !*  she  relapsfed  agaitiftito  the 
M.M*'ffat&  which  sh^  had  becfn  summoned'  to  inei^pressibie 
sf^nuill 

^^fb4W  totfosstfde  to  describe  the  horror  j^f  (h,e,sciElne,  or  the 
^9il^^trati6t>'of  the  terrified  ladies,  and  their  still  more 
jMkious  tfrbther.  The  first  care  of  the  latter  was  to  .get  the 
hOTy^ri*nVoved  to  the  next  village,  which  -was  effected  by  the 
ojiporhine  arrival  of  an  empty  post-chaise,  which  was  on  its 
return  from  the  metropolis ;  the  second,  and  more  important, 
^J ' the* rteco very  of  the  afflicted  Widow:  and  in  this,  too^  he 
hekf'th^'  ha:ppiness  to  succeed,  ^thpugh  he  was  obliged  to  sus- 
^fend  a  curiosity,  which  was  fkr  IVom  being  disinterested,  for 
i^e  days,  during  which  he  employed  himself  in  preventing 
disagreeable  discoveries  at  a  coroner*s  inquest,  which  was 
neces&4ify  on  the  occasion,  and  in  directing  the  interment  of 
the  unfortunate  Arabia.  At  length,  however,  the  afflicted 
l^efia  grew  liiore  composed  ;  and  at  the  earnest  request  of  the 
ladies,  suggested  by  their  impatient  brother,  entered  on  a 
detaifof  those  circumstances  which  had  produced  such  afflict- 
ib^and  alarming  events, — a  recital  which,  while  it  excited  the 
tenderedt  pity  in  the  breast  of  the  amiable  sisters,  conveyed 
inexpresmble  satisfaction  to  their  no  less  worthy  brother,  who 
now  saw  no  impediment  to  the  hope  he  had  long  entertained 
that  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  off^r  thef  pairticipafioh  of  his 
hbhotirs  and  fortune  to  her  who  had  already  possessed  hh 
heart.         '    '  • 

Nor  was  the  gentle  Delia  insensible  of  the  virtues  and  p^r- 
sdlitl  qtialitications  of  the  generous  Cranmer :  with  modest 
dHBdence  she  avowed  eternal  obligation ;  and,  in  the  acknow- 
ledgments of  her  gratitude,  betrayed  the  situation  of  her 
heart, — a  dipcovery  of  which  her  admirer  did  not  fail  to  avail 
himself,  in  eiamest  solicitations  to  render  his  happiness  com- 
plete, which  she  was  easily  prevailed  on  to  promise ;  and  as 
sodn  as  dcceticy  would  perniit,  she  received  the  reward  of  her 
virtues  in  the  hand  of  the  truly  noble  Cranmer, — a  much  more 
valuable  gift  than  the  honours  and  fortunes  with  which  it  was 
accompanied/ 

Henc^  let  not  the  virtuous  dotibt  but  they  are  the  peculiar 
care  of  that  Being  whose  dispensations  are  always  just ;  and 
who,  even  in  this  life,  seldom  fails  to  distinguish  them,  by 
bestowing  his  choicest  and  most  desirable  blessings  ?  Nor  let 
them  repine,  even  though  adversity  should  attend  them  to  the 
close  of  a  Kfe  which,  while  they  have  preserved  the  conscious- 
ness^ of  intejjrity,  cjTnnot  have  been  spint  without  the  enjoy- 
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iMat  of  ft  degree  of  happioess  to  lihidi  the  aost  spfeyid 
iBiqvity  will  ever  remain  a  slraager  I 

Henee  let  the  vicious  tremble !  aod  while  he  beholds  the 
tmoffendiag  Ticttm  of  brutality  prove  the  ianocent  instrnment 
of  pmlishmenty  let  him  lean,  that  the  laws  lie  baa  traaagrettcd 
are  sever  to  be  violated  with  impaaity ;  aad  that,  hoverer 
long  he  may  escape  receiving  the  reward  of  his  crimes,  res? 
geance  will  surdy  overtake  him  at  last,  aad  that  too  in  a  de 
gree  stricdy  pioportioaed  to  the  aatore  and  cateat  «f  ka 
offeaee. 
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